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Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 2920

By the Cormittee on Ethics and El ections; and Senators Atwater
and Smth

313-2517-04
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to constitutional anendnents
proposed by initiative; anmending s. 100. 371
F.S.; providing a deadline by which the
supervi sors of elections nust verify the
validity of signatures subnmitted in support of
acitizeninitiative to anmend the State
Constitution; requiring the Secretary of State
to conduct public hearings on proposed
amendnents or revisions to the State
Constitution; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 100.371, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

100. 371 Initiatives; procedure for placenent on
ball ot . --

(4) The sponsor shall submit signed and dated forns to
t he appropriate supervisor of elections for verification as to
t he nunber of registered electors whose valid signatures
appear thereon. The supervisor shall preaptty verify the
signatures within 60 days after the upen paynent of the fee or

the filing of the oath claimng an undue burden required by s.

99. 097. Upon conpletion of verification, the supervisor shal
execute a certificate indicating the total nunber of
si gnatures checked, the nunber of signatures verified as valid
and as being of registered electors, and the distribution by
congressional district. This certificate shall be inmediately
transnitted to the Secretary of State. The supervisor shal
retain the signature fornms for at least 1 year follow ng the
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el ection in which the issue appeared on the ballot or unti
the Division of Elections notifies the supervisors of

el ections that the committee which circulated the petition is

no | onger seeking to obtain ballot position
Section 2. At least 60 days prior to the election on a

proposed anendnent or revision to the State Constitution, the

Secretary of State shall conduct a public hearing in each

congressional district on the proposed constitutiona

anmendnent or revision. The Secretary of State shall publish

notice of the public hearing in one newspaper of genera

circulation in the nost populous nunicipality in each

congressional district at |east 14 days prior to the hearing.
Section 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 2005.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 2920

The comittee substitute differs fromthe original bill in

t hat public hearings on amendnents or revisions to the State
Constitution nmust be held at | east 60 days Prlor to the ]

el ection and that publication of notice of the public hearing
nmust occur at |east 14 days prior to the hearing.
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