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Florida Senate - 2004 (NP) SR 2980
By Senator W/I son

33-2012-04
Senat e Resol uti on No.
A resol ution conmendi ng Sister Jeanne
O Laughl i n.

WHEREAS, Sister Jeanne O Laughlin, professiona
educator, public speaker, witer, and community activist, was
born May 4, 1929, in Detroit, Mchigan, earned her Bachel or of
Sci ence Degree in Biology from Si enna Hei ghts Col | ege, her
Mast er of Science Technol ogy Degree in Biology fromthe
University of Arizona, and her Ph.D. Degree in Educationa
Adm nistration fromthe University of Arizona, and began her
career as a professional educator in 1950 when she began
t eachi ng, and

WHEREAS, after 31 years of experience as a teacher and
educati onal adm nistrator, Sister Jeanne becane President of
Barry University in 1981 and in the 23 ensuing years has
served with distinction, |eading the University to
unprecedented growh, diversity, and prosperity, and

WHEREAS, denpnstrating her extraordi nary | eadership
skills, Sister Jeanne organi zed al umi, students, faculty,
staff, and comrunity benefactors to form Team Barry, raising
over $200 million, increasing scholarship funds to $29 mllion
annual ly, increasing enrollnment from1, 750 to 9,042 students,
doubl ing the nunmber of the university acadenic schools fromb5
to 10, adding 38 new buil dings, and planting nore than 2,000
new trees on the expanding M anm Shores canpus, and

WHEREAS, dedicated to enpowering wonen and mnorities
t hrough hi gher education, Sister Jeanne has led to the
University's recognition as the nost diverse institution of
hi gher learning in the Southeastern United States for the past
7 years, according to U.S. News & Wrld Report, and
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WHEREAS, a dynanic | eader anpbng professional educators,
Si ster Jeanne has actively participated in and | ed nany
educati onal organi zations, serving as Chair of the Association
of Catholic Colleges and Universities (1994-1996), a nenber of
t he Executive Council of the Southern Association of Colleges
and School s Comm ssion on Col | eges (1991-1996), President of
the Florida Association of Colleges and Universities
(1991-1993), Chair of the President's Council of |ndependent
Col | eges and Universities (1994-1997), and a nenber of the
Nati onal Advisory Board for The Center for Educationa
Adm nistrative Initiatives (2002 to the present), and

WHEREAS, selflessly cormmitted to community service
Si ster Jeanne has been honored on nmany occasions, including
being naned "First Lady in Catholic Education" in 1982 by
Today's Catholic Teacher, and "Public Ctizen of the Year" in
1992 and 1996 by the M am -Dade unit of National Association
of Social Wrkers, receiving the "First Annual Life Enrichnent
Award" in 1984 fromB nai B rith Wnen of South Coast al
Regi ons, the 1988 "Wnen Who Make a Difference" award fromthe
Young Wonen's Christian Association of Greater Mam, the "Te
Aviv University Friendship Anard" in 1989, the "Peace and
Unity Award" fromthe St. Martin De Porres Association in 1990
and 1997, the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Medal from Pope
John-Paul Il in 1992 for service to the Catholic Church, the
Mam Herald' s "Charles Wiited Spirit of Excellence Award" in
1993, the South Florida Magazine's "Wonen of Distinction”
award in 1994, Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters fromthe
University of Mam in 1996, Honorary Doctorate of Humane
Letters fromRollins College in 1997, induction into the
Fl orida Wonen's Hall of Fane in 1998, the G eater M am
Chanber of Comerce's "Sand in My Shoes Award" in 1999, M am
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1| Metro Magazine's "Wman of the Year" award in 2000, and

2 | inclusion anong M ani Busi ness Magazine's Top 100 nost

3| powerful people in M ani-Dade County in 2001, and

4 VWHEREAS, on June 30, 2004, Sister Jeanne will end her
5| termof service as President of Barry University and commence
6 | a 1-year sabbatical, during which she plans to finish her book
7| of menoirs entitled "Who is Love?" and lead a nission to help
8 | create schools for wonen in other countries, with plans to

9| return to Barry University in 2005 to serve as its Chancell or
10 | NOW THEREFORE,

11

12 | Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

13

14 That Sister Jeanne O Laughlin is commended for her

15 | renmar kabl e acconpli shnents as a professional educator in

16 | leading Barry University for the past 23 years and for her

17 | contributions to the betternent of the people who reside in
18 | M ami - Dade County.

19 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution
20| with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to Sister
21 | Jeanne O Laughlin as a tangible token of the sentinents of the
22 | Florida Senate.
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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