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Florida Senate - 2004 (NP) SR 2988
By Senat or Aronberg

27-1953A- 04
Senat e Resol uti on No.
A resol uti on conmrendi ng the achi evenents of
SUPERB and its founders, Jereny and Sharon
Ring, in reducing the incidence of bullying in
school comunities.

WHEREAS, according to a 2001 survey funded by the
National Institute of Child Health and Hurman Devel opnent,
bullying is wi despread in schools throughout the United
States, with nore than 16 percent of school children saying
they were bullied by other students during the 2000-2001
school term and

WHEREAS, according to the School Psychol ogi st
Associ ation, 160,000 Anerican youth skip school every day for
the fear they will be victimzed by bullies, and

WHEREAS, according to researchers, bullies and their
victins are nore likely than others to devel op depressi on and
sui ci dal thoughts, and are at a high risk of becom ng felons
and donestic abusers, and

WHEREAS, according to a study by the National Threat
Assessnent Center administered by the United States Secret
Service, two-thirds of the 41 youth involved in schoo
shootings since 1974 said they had been bullied at school and
revenge was one of their notives for harm ng others, and

VWHEREAS, Students United with Parents and Educators to
Resol ve Bullying (SUPERB) is a program founded by Jereny and
Sharon Ring and teaches students, educators, and parents how
to work together to elimnate bullying behavior, and

WHEREAS, SUPERB is a programthat is enbraced by
community | eaders because it seeks to identify bullies and
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victins and to change behavioral standards that allow bullying
and i nterpersonal violence to occur in schools, and

WHEREAS, in Septenber 2003, SUPERB | aunched a pil ot
programin six elenentary and mddle schools within the
Broward County Public School System the third-Iargest
accredited school systemin the nation, and

WHEREAS, SUPERB's pilot programis intended to teach
children early in life that teasing, tornenting, and
subj ecting others to violence is not acceptable social
behavior, with the goal of elimnating such behavior in
school s, reducing the incidence of violent crinmes against
persons in school communities, and decreasing the adverse
consequences suffered by those who engage in or who are
victim zed by such behavi or, NON THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
That the Senate commends SUPERB and its founders,
Jereny and Sharon Ring, for their invaluable contributions in

desi gning and i npl enmenting a conprehensive programto reduce
the incidence of bullying in the schools of this state.
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