Florida Senate - 2004 (Corrected Copy) SB 3000
By Senator Diaz de la Portilla

36- 1675A- 04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to charter schools; anending s.
3 1002.33, F.S.; revising qualifications for
4 sponsoring a charter school; revising
5 requirements relating to which provisions of
6 the building code and fire safety code charter
7 school facilities nust conply with; allow ng
8 certain educational inpact fees to be allocated
9 to the construction of charter schoo
10 facilities; requiring a witten agreenent
11 between the party responsi ble for paying the
12 i mpact fees and the local zoning authority that
13 | evies the fees; anending provisions relating
14 to the services that a charter school sponsor
15 nmust provide; anending s. 1013.62, F.S.
16 relating to capital outlay funding for charter
17 school s; revising eligibility provisions;
18 revi si ng purposes for which such funds nay be
19 used; deleting certain provisions relating to
20 al l ocating capital outlay funds anong charter
21 school s; providing an effective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Subsections (5) and (18) and paragraph (a)
26 | of subsection (20) of section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are
27 | anended to read:
28 1002. 33 Charter schools. --
29 (5) SPONSOR; DUTIES. - -
30 (a) Sponsoring entities.--
31
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1. A district school board may sponsor a charter

school in the county over which the district school board has

jurisdiction.

2. A community college nay sponsor a charter school

within its community college district, onits ow or in

partnership with an i ndependent postsecondary educati ona

i nstitution.

3. A state university nmay sponsor a charter school on

its own or in partnership with an i ndependent postsecondary

educati onal institution

4.2- A state university may grant a charter to a lab
school created under s. 1002.32 and shall be considered to be
the school's sponsor. Such school shall be considered a
charter lab school

(b) Sponsor duties.--

1. The sponsor shall nonitor and review the charter
school in its progress toward the goals established in the
charter.

2. The sponsor shall nonitor the revenues and
expendi tures of the charter school

3. The sponsor nay approve a charter for a charter
school before the applicant has secured space, equipnent, or
personnel, if the applicant indicates approval is necessary
for it to raise working capital

4. The sponsor's policies shall not apply to a charter
school .

5. The sponsor shall ensure that the charter is
i nnovative and consistent with the state education goals
establ i shed by s. 1000.03(5).

6. The sponsor shall ensure that the charter schoo
participates in the state's education accountability system
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If a charter school falls short of performance neasures
included in the approved charter, the sponsor shall report
such shortcom ngs to the Departnent of Education

A community college may work with the school district or
school districts in its designated service area to devel op
charter schools that offer secondary education. These charter
school s nmust include an option for students to receive an
associ at e degree upon high school graduation. District schoo
boards shall cooperate with and assist the community coll ege
on the charter application. Community college applications for
charter schools are not subject to the tine deadlines outlined
in subsection (6) and may be approved by the district schoo
board at any tine during the year. Conmunity coll eges shal
not report FTE for any students who receive FTE funding
t hrough the Florida Education Finance Program

(18) FACLITIES. --

(a) A charter school shall utilize facilities that
whi-eh conply with the Florida Buil ding Code the—State—bniform

e ot i I . I e .
I I et L eabl
ﬁrﬁkﬁﬁﬁrbukkdkﬁg—eedes pursuant to chapter 553 and the Florida

Fire Preventi on Code statewnmum-f+reprotection—codes
pursuant to s. 633.025, as adopted by the authority in whose

jurisdiction the facility is |ocated.

(b) Any facility, or portion thereof, used to house a
charter school whose charter has been approved by the sponsor
and the governing board, pursuant to subsection (7), shall be
exenpt from ad val oremtaxes pursuant to s. 196. 1983

(c) Charter school facilities are not required to
shatH—utitHze—factHt+es—whieh conply with section 423 of the
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1| Florida Building Code, the "State Requirenents for Educationa
2| Facilities," adopted pursuant to s. 1013. 37 ptrstant—to

3 | ehapter—553,—and—theFtorida—TtitrePrevention—Code—pursuant—to
4 | ehapter—633. The governnental authority that issues the

5] certificate of occupancy for a charter school facility is the
6| sole |l ocal governnental entity that has the authority to

7| deternmne the conpliance of the facility with applicable

8 | building and safety codes and the authority to schedul e and

9 | coordi nate any required inspections.

10 (d) Charter school facilities are exenpt from

11 | assessnents of fees for building pernits, except as provided
12|l in s. 553.80, or business |icenses and from assessnents of

13 | inpact fees or service availability fees.

14 (e) If a district school board facility or property is
15| avail abl e because it is surplus, narked for disposal, or

16 | ot herwi se unused, it shall be provided for a charter school's
17 | use on the sane basis as it is nade available to other public
18 | schools in the district. A charter school receiving property
19| fromthe school district nay not sell or dispose of such

20 | property without witten perm ssion of the school district.

21| Simlarly, for an existing public school converting to charter
22 | status, no rental or leasing fee for the existing facility or
23| for the property nornmally inventoried to the conversion schoo
24 | may be charged by the district school board to the parents and
25 | teachers organi zing the charter school. The charter organizers
26 | shall agree to reasonabl e mai ntenance provisions in order to
27 | maintain the facility in a manner simlar to district schoo

28 | board standards. The Public Education Capital Qutlay

29 | mai nt enance funds or any ot her nmintenance funds generated by
30| the facility operated as a conversion school shall remain with
31 | the conversion school
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1 (f) To the extent that charter school facilities are

2| specifically created to nitigate the educational inpact

3| created by the devel opnent of new residential dwelling units,
4 | any educational inpact fees required to be paid in connection
5|with the newresidential dwelling units nay be desi gnhated

6| instead for the construction of the charter school facilities
7| that will mtigate the inpact. The party responsible for

8 | paynent of the educational inpact fees and the |ocal zoning

9| authority levying the educational inpact fees shall enter into
10 | an agreenent that designates the educational inpact fees that
11 [ will be allocated for the charter school student stations and
12 | ensures the tinely and concurrent construction of the charter
13 | school student stations.

14 (20) SERVI CES. - -

15 (a) A sponsor shall provide certain adm nistrative and
16 | educational services to charter schools. These services shal
17 | include contract managenent services, full-tinme equival ent and
18 | data reporting services, exceptional student education

19 | admi ni stration services, test adm nistration services,

20| including the cost of tests required by the state or district,
21 | processing of teacher certificate data services, and

22 | information services, including equal access to all data

23 | managenent systens that are used by public schools in the

24 | school district in which the charter school is located. A

25| total adm nistrative fee for the provision of such services
26 | shall be cal cul ated based upon 5 percent of the avail able

27 | funds defined in paragraph (17)(b) for all students. However,
28 | a sponsor may only withhold a 5-percent administrative fee for
29 | enrollment for up to and including 500 students. For charter
30 | schools with a population of 501 or nore students, the

31| difference between the total administrative fee cal cul ation
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and the anount of the administrative fee w thheld nmay enty be
used only for capital outlay purposes specified in s.
1013.62(2).

Section 2. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1013. 62,
Florida Statutes, are anended, and subsection (7) of that
section is repealed, to read:

1013.62 Charter schools capital outlay funding.--

(1) In each year in which funds are appropriated for
charter school capital outlay purposes, the Commi ssioner of
Education shall allocate the funds anong eligible charter
schools. To be eligible for a funding allocation, a charter
school nust:

(a) Have received capital outlay funding for the
2003- 2004 school year; or
(b)1.a.%- Have been in operation for 3 or nore years;

b. 2- Be an expanded feeder chain of a charter schoo
within the sanme school district that is currently receiving
charter school capital outlay funds; or

€. 3~ Have been accredited by the Commi ssion on School s
of the Southern Association of Colleges and School s.

2.{b)y Have financial stability for future operation as
a charter school

3. {e) Have satisfactory student achi evenent based on
state accountability standards applicable to the charter
school .

4. )y Have received final approval fromits sponsor
pursuant to s. 1002.33 for operation during that fiscal year
5.fe) Serve students in facilities that are not

provided by the charter school's sponsor
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Prior to the release of capital outlay funds to a school
district on behalf of the charter school, the Departnent of
Education shall ensure that the district school board and the
charter school governing board enter into a witten agreenent
that includes provisions for the reversion of any unencunbered
funds and all equi pnent and property purchased with public
education funds to the ownership of the district school board,
as provided for in subsection (3), in the event that the
school term nates operations. Any funds recovered by the state
shal | be deposited in the General Revenue Fund. A charter
school is not eligible for a funding allocation if it was
created by the conversion of a public school and operates in
facilities provided by the charter school's sponsor for a

nom nal fee or at no charge or if it is directly or indirectly
operated by the school district. Unless otherw se provided in
the General Appropriations Act, the funding allocation for
each eligible charter school shall be deternined by

mul ti plying the school's projected student enroll nent by
one-fifteenth of the cost-per-student station specified in s.
1013.64(6)(b) for an elenentary, niddle, or high school, as
appropriate. |If the funds appropriated are not sufficient, the
conmi ssioner shall prorate the avail able funds anong eligible
charter schools. However, no charter school or charter |ab
school shall receive state charter school capital outlay funds
in excess of the one-fifteenth cost per student station
formula if the charter school's conbination of state charter
school capital outlay funds, capital outlay funds cal cul ated
through the reduction in the admnistrative fee provided in s.
1002. 33(20), and capital outlay funds allowed in s.

1002. 32(9)(e) and (h) exceeds the one-fifteenth cost per
student station fornula. Funds shall be distributed on the
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basis of the capital outlay full-tine equival ent nmenbership by
grade | evel, which shall be cal cul ated by averagi ng the
results of the second and third enroll nent surveys. The
Departnent of Education shall distribute capital outlay funds
mont hly, beginning in the first quarter of the fiscal year
based on one-twel fth of the anobunt the departnment reasonably
expects the charter school to receive during that fiscal year
The commi ssi oner shall adjust subsequent distributions as
necessary to reflect each charter school's actual student
enrol Il ment as reflected in the second and third enroll nment
surveys. The comni ssioner shall establish the intervals and
procedures for determ ning the projected and actual student
enrol |l ment of eligible charter schools.

(2) A charter school's governing body may use charter
school capital outlay funds for any capital outlay purpose

that is directly related to the functioning of the charter

school , incl udi ng the—foettowng—purposes:

(a) Purchase of real property.

(b) Construction of school facilities.

(c) Purchase, |ease-purchase, or |ease of pernmanent or
rel ocat abl e school facilities.

(d) Purchase of vehicles to transport students to and
fromthe charter school

(e) Renovation, repair, and nai ntenance of schoo
facilities that the charter school owns or is purchasing
t hrough a | ease-purchase or long-term| ease of 5 years or
| onger.

Conversion charter schools nmay use capital outlay funds
received through the reduction in the adnmnistrative fee
provided in s. 1002.33(20) for renovation, repair, and
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nmai nt enance of school facilities that are owned by the

sponsor.
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1 | and—seecond—priority—shaH—be—to—-other—eHgible—charter

2 | sehools—

3 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.

4

5 EE IR b A b b I S I b S I S b b S I I b S S b

6 SENATE SUMMARY

7 Revi ses qualifications for sponsoring a charter school
Revi ses requirenents relating to which building code and

8 fire safety code provisions Ccharter school facilities
must conply with, Al lows certain educational inpact fees

9 to be allocated to the construction of charter schoo
facilities. Requires a witten agreenent between the

10 arty responsible for paxlng the i npact fees and the

ocal zoning authority that | evies the fees. Anends

11 provi si ons relatlng to the services that a charter schoo
sponsor nust provi de. Anends provisions relating to

12 charter schools' eligibility Tor capital outlay funds.
Amends pur poses for which such funds nay be used. Del etes

13 certain provisions relating to allocatihg capital outlay

14 funds anbng charter school S

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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