Florida Senate - 2004 SB 3036
By Senator Carlton

23-1494- 04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to early learning; creating ch
3 1014, F.S., relating to early learning and
4 entitled Early Learning; consisting of part |
5 relating to general provisions, part |
6 relating to voluntary universa
7 preki ndergarten, and part |Il relating to early
8 chi | dhood education prograns; creating a short
9 title; creating s. 1014.02, F.S.; defining
10 terns related to early learning; creating s.
11 1014.03, F.S.; providing governance for early
12 | earning; creating s. 1014.04, F.S.; creating
13 the Early Learning Advisory Council; providing
14 for menbership; providing for selection
15 criteria; providing for conditions of
16 nmenbershi p; creating s. 1014.05, F. S
17 providing for parental involvenent; creating s.
18 1014.06, F.S.; directing the State Board of
19 Education to adopt rules prescribing the
20 m ni nrum standards for early |earning personnel
21 requiring a conpetency exam nation; providing
22 exenptions fromtraining for certain personne
23 under specified conditions; providing criteria
24 for the training courses; providing for
25 continuing education; creating s. 1014. 061
26 F.S.; directing the Departnent of Education to
27 review all currently approved child devel opnent
28 associ ate and child devel opnent associ ate
29 equi val ent educational prograns; requiring the
30 state board to adopt rules to establish
31 curriculum standards for the approval and
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1 renewal of child devel opment associate and

2 chil d devel opment associ ate equi val ent

3 credential progranms; creating s. 1014. 062,

4 F.S.; providing for early learning trainer

5 qgqualifications; creating s. 1014.063, F.S.

6 directing the departnent to evaluate training
7 requirenents for early |earning personnel

8 requiring periodic evaluations of the training
9 requirements; creating s. 1014.064, F.S.

10 requiring the State Board of Education to

11 devel op guidelines for inter-institutiona

12 articulation; specifying transferability to

13 educational institutions; creating s. 1014. 065,
14 F.S.; directing the State Board of Education to
15 adopt rules for early |earning personnel to

16 earn a state-approved child devel opnent

17 associate credit; transferring, renunbering,
18 and anending s. 402.3017, F.S.; providing for
19 early learning quality initiatives; providing
20 for scholarship prograns for early chil dhood
21 educati on personnel; pernitting the departnment
22 to adopt rules; creating s. 1014.08, F.S.

23 providing legislative intent; providing a

24 m ssion and goals for early |earning prograns;
25 requiring certain organi zations to provide

26 i nformati onal data to the State Board of

27 Education; directing the state board to adopt
28 rul es; transferring, renunbering, and anendi ng
29 s. 411.0105, F.S.; authorizing the Governor to
30 appoi nt the Departnent of Education as the |ead
31 agency for federal child care and devel opnent
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1 purposes; creating s. 1014.10, F. S.; directing
2 that federal |laws or regulations will take

3 precedence to the extent of any conflict with

4 state child devel opnent |aws or rules until the
5 conflict is resolved; creating s. 1014.21

6 F.S.; providing for legislative intent relating
7 to the voluntary universal prekindergarten

8 program creating s. 1014.215, F. S.; providing
9 for parental rights, choices, and

10 responsibilities in the prekindergarten

11 progran suggesting factors for parents to

12 review before selecting a prekindergarten

13 provider; creating s. 1014.22, F.S.; directing
14 the departnent to create and operate a consumer
15 educati on and protection programto assi st

16 parents selecting a prekindergarten for their
17 child; requiring the departnent to establish a
18 toll-free hotline and Internet website to

19 provide information to parents; requiring each
20 early chil dhood education provider to give
21 parents certain specified information; creating
22 s. 1014.23, F.S.; providing that voluntary
23 uni versal prekindergarten be delivered by a
24 di verse network of private, public, and
25 faith-based providers; creating s. 1014. 24,
26 F.S.; requiring voluntary universa
27 preki ndergarten providers to formcomunity
28 partnershi ps and directing the providers to
29 refer children to others for additional support
30 services; requiring that each prekindergarten
31 application forminclude a place for parents to
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1 list the needs and service history of their

2 child; creating s. 1014.25, F. S.; providing

3 eligibility criteria for children planning to
4 enter prekindergarten; requiring the State

5 Board of Education to adopt rules establishing
6 application procedures for children entering

7 preki ndergarten; creating s. 1014.26, F.S.

8 providi ng that voluntary universa

9 pr eki ndergarten prograns nust address and

10 enhance each child's ability to make

11 age- appropriate progress; requiring the State
12 Board of Education to identify curricula that
13 neet specified standards; creating s. 1014. 27,
14 F.S.; establishing criteria for providers

15 wi shing to participate as voluntary universa
16 preki ndergarten providers; requiring voluntary
17 uni versal preki ndergarten providers to have

18 certain staff with certain early chil dhood

19 education credentials; requiring the providers
20 to register with an early |earning council
21 creating s. 1014.28, F.S.; prohibiting
22 vol untary uni versal prekindergarten providers
23 from using programfunds to pay for
24 transportation services; authorizing the
25 providers to use other funds for transportation
26 services; creating s. 1014.29, F.S.; providing
27 for eligible children to receive a voucher to
28 use to participate in the voluntary universa
29 pr eki ndergarten program requiring each
30 vol untary universal prekindergarten provider to
31 sign a fundi ng agreenent each year; creating s.
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1 1014.30, F.S.; requiring that all funds

2 associated with the voluntary universa

3 pr eki ndergarten program be appropriated in a
4 singl e and separate budget entity; creating s.
5 1014.31, F.S.; requiring the State Board of

6 Education to annually assess the state's

7 capacity to provide universal prekindergarten
8 prograns; requiring the board to prepare the
9 assessnent in partnership with specified

10 organi zations; requiring the State Board of

11 Education to prepare an annual report detailing
12 the findings of the annual assessnents;

13 creating s. 1014.32, F.S.; requiring Wrkforce
14 Florida to recogni ze credential ed early

15 | earni ng placenent as a high skill placenent;
16 creating s. 1014.40, F.S.; defining "centra
17 agency" and "econonically di sadvant aged"

18 creating s. 1014.41, F.S.; creating the early
19 | earni ng councils; providing duties of the
20 councils; providing for nenbership on each
21 council; requiring that a majority of counci
22 nmenbers not have a financial interest in the
23 design or delivery of early |earning services;
24 creating s. 1014.42, F.S.; requiring each |loca
25 school readiness coalition to transition into
26 an early learning council by a specified date;
27 providing for the transfer of equipnent,
28 facilities, and other resources to the early
29 | earni ng council; providing that no right of
30 action is created by the transition; creating
31 s. 1014.43, F.S.; requiring an early | earning
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1 council to supply funds to prograns that neet
2 certain specified expectations; creating s.

3 1014.44, F.S.; requiring each early |earning

4 council to provide a publicly funded early

5 chi | dhood education programto children in

6 specific priority categories; creating s.

7 1014.45, F.S.; requiring each early |earning

8 council to provide a conprehensive education

9 experience by neeting the needs of children in
10 certain categories; creating s. 1014.46, F.S.
11 requiring each early learning council to

12 i mpl erent an early | earning education plan

13 requiring the council to receive approval of
14 its plan fromthe departnent; detailing the

15 content of the early learning plan; creating s.
16 1014.47, F.S.; directing the early |earning

17 council to provide parental choice in the

18 net hod of receiving early chil dhood education
19 providing that if an early |earning provider
20 gi ves any cash to a beneficiary in return for
21 receiving a paynent certificate, the early
22 | earning council or its fiscal agent shal
23 refer the matter to the Division of Public
24 Assi stance Fraud or the state attorney for
25 i nvestigation; transferring, renunbering, and
26 anending s. 402.27, F.S.; requiring the
27 Departnent of Education to ensure that a
28 statewi de network for resource and referral is
29 established; directing the departnent to sel ect
30 the state resource and referral agency;
31 requiring each early learning council to
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1 establish a | ocal resource and referral agency
2 in the county served by the early |earning

3 council; specifying the services to be provided
4 by the resource and referral agencies;

5 requiring certain docunentation to be

6 mai nt ai ned by the agencies; requiring the

7 agenci es to provide technical assistance to

8 early chil dhood educati on providers;

9 transferring, renunbering, and anendi ng s.

10 402.3018, F.S.; requiring the departnent to

11 contract with the state resource and referra

12 agency to provide a statewide toll-free Warm
13 Line to provide assistance and consultation to
14 early chil dhood education providers; contingent
15 upon appropriations, the departnent is to

16 create a Warm Line in each county or region

17 served by an early learning council; specifying
18 duties of the county or regional VWarm Line

19 staff; transferring, renunbering, and anendi ng
20 s. 409.178, F.S.; creating the Business
21 Partnership for Early Learning; describing the
22 pur poses of the Business Partnership; providing
23 for menbership on the partnership board;
24 speci fying the power and authority of the
25 Busi ness Partnership board; creating early
26 chi | dhood educati on purchasi ng pools; providing
27 criteria for distribution of funds through the
28 pur chasi ng pools; requiring each early | earning
29 council to create a conmunity task force for
30 each purchasing pool; directing the departnment
31 to adopt rules to administer the early
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1 chi | dhood educati on purchasi ng pool s;

2 transferring, renunbering, and anendi ng s.

3 402.25, F.S.; requiring prograns serving

4 children frombirth to 5 years of age to

5 provide a | earning environment containing

6 specified activities to foster brain

7 devel opnent; creating s. 1014.52, F.S.

8 requiring each early |l earning council not

9 organi zed as a corporation or other business
10 entity to designate a fiscal agent; providing
11 criteria for selecting a fiscal agent;

12 providing responsibilities for a fiscal agent;
13 transferring, renunbering, and anendi ng s.

14 402.3051, F.S.; defining terns related to

15 mar ket rate rei nbursenents to an early

16 chi | dhood education provider; directing the

17 departnment to establish procedures to rei nburse
18 speci fied categories of providers; creating s.
19 1014.54, F.S.; directing that all funds
20 associated with early chil dhood educati on
21 prograns, other than the funds associated with
22 the voluntary universal prekindergarten
23 program be appropriated in a single and
24 separate budget entity; directing how early
25 | earning councils may be used to carry out the
26 departnment's early chil dhood education pl an
27 requiring early chil dhood councils to use
28 conpetitive procurenent procedures set forth in
29 ch. 287 when purchasi ng goods and servi ces;
30 aut hori zi ng each early learning council to
31 contract with a central agency or other
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1 gqualified entity to performduties assigned to
2 the council; requiring the departnment to

3 i nvestigate violations of spending practices;
4 requiring the Auditor General to audit each

5 early learning council each year; anending s.
6 20.15, F.S.; adding the Division of Early

7 Learning to the organizational divisions of the
8 Departnent of Education; anmending s. 20.50

9 F.S.; renoving the school readi ness service

10 system fromthe Agency for Wrkforce

11 I nnovation; anmending s. 402.281, F.S.; revising
12 criteria for certain prograns to be designated
13 "Gold Seal Quality" prograns; adding a

14 credentialing agency to the list of nationa

15 associ ations setting standards for quality

16 child care; requiring the Departnment of

17 Children and Family Services to consult with
18 certain organi zati ons when devel oping the "Gold
19 Seal Quality" program standards; reenacting s
20 212.08(5)(m, F.S., relating to sales tax
21 exenptions, and s. 402.315(5), F.S., relating
22 to the use of child care licensing funds, to
23 i ncorporate the anmendnent to s. 402.281, F.S.
24 in references thereto; anending s. 445.023,
25 F.S.; providing that a fanily may be eligible
26 for services to a child with special needs if
27 the famly is econom cally disadvant aged;
28 anending s. 1008.21, F.S.; requiring the
29 departnent to devel op a school readiness
30 uni form screening; revising the data to be
31 collected for the screening; requiring each
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1 school district to collect certain health

2 related information; requiring each schoo

3 district to conduct assessnments of each child's
4 enotional and social devel opnent; repealing s.
5 411.01, F.S., relating to the Florida

6 Part nership for School Readiness; repealing s

7 411.012, F.S., relating to the voluntary

8 uni ver sal prekindergarten education program

9 providing for the transfer of the Florida

10 Part nership for School Readiness, schoo

11 r eadi ness, early chil dhood resource and

12 referral, and the subsidized child care

13 prograns fromthe Agency for Wrkforce

14 I nnovation to the Departnent of Education

15 providing for the transfer of the Child Care

16 Executive Partnership Programfromthe

17 Departnent of Children and Family Services to
18 t he Departnent of Education; providing for the
19 transfer of all functions associated with the
20 training of and the issuing of credentials to
21 child care facility personnel fromthe

22 Departnent of Children and Family Services to
23 t he Departnent of Education; providing requests
24 to the Division of Statutory Revision;

25 providing for severability; providing an

26 ef fective date.

27

28 WHEREAS, a child's parent is his or her first, and nost
29 | inportant, teacher, and it is inperative that opportunities
30| are provided to parents and guardians to participate in the
31| choice of and preparation for their child' s educationa
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opportunities, including early learning programs that are
sensitive to cultural diversity, to children whose first
| anguage is other than English, and to children with
disabilities, and

WHEREAS, conmunity partnershi ps between and anong
county governnment, public health departnents, children's
services councils, libraries, businesses, and early child care
and educational resources are integral for the successfu
preparation of children in their early educational endeavors,
and

WHEREAS, the public's return on their investnent in
early learning will be shown as a ratio of the program outcone
represented by children who are ready to enter kindergarten
di vided by the noney used to achi eve the outcone, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Chapter 1014, Florida Statutes, shall be
entitled "Early Learning" and shall consist of sections
1014. 01-1014.57, Florida Statutes.

Section 2. Part | of chapter 1014, Florida Statutes,
shall be entitled "General Provisions" and shall consist of
sections 1014.01-1014.11, Florida Statutes.

Section 3. Section 1014.01, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1014.01 Short title.--Chapter 1014 may be cited as the

"Early Learning Act."

Section 4. Section 1014.02, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
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1014.02 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the

term

(1) "Child care center" neans any child care center or

child care arrangenent that provides child care for nore than

five children unrelated to the operator and that receives a

payrment, fee, or grant for any of the children receiving care,

wher ever operated, and whether or not operated for profit. The

following are not included:

(a) Public schools and nonpublic schools and their

i ntegral prograns, except as provided in s. 402. 3025;

(b) Summer canps having children in full-tine

resi dence;
(c) Summer day canps;

(d) Bible schools normally conducted during vacation

peri ods; and

(e) Operators of transient establishnents, as defined

ins. 509.013, that provide child care services solely for the

guests of their establishnent or resort, provided that al

child care personnel of the establishnent are screened

according to the level 2 screening requirenents of chapter
435.

(2) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Education

(3) "Director" neans an onsite person who is

responsi ble for the overall operation of a child care center

or specialized child care center for nildly ill children

regardl ess of whether he or she is the owner of the center

(4) "Early chil dhood education" neans child

devel opnent or child care that is provided for a period of

| ess than 24 hours per day on a regular basis and for which a

payment of a fee or grant is nmde.
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(5) "Early childhood education provider" neans a

provider of early chil dhood education services. The term

i ncludes public and private providers, including child care

centers, specialized child care centers for mildly il

children, famly child care hones, large fanily child care

hones, and informal providers, regardl ess of whether a

provider is |licensed, registered, exenpt fromlicensure, or

unr egul at ed under s. 402. 305.

(6) "Early l|learning" nmeans the enhancenent of a

child' s ability to make age-appropriate progress in the

devel opnent of | anguage and cognitive capabilities, including

early literacy skills and enotional, social, regulatory, and

noral capacities, through education in basic skills, as part

of an early |l earning program provi ded under this chapter

(7) "Early Learning Council" nmeans the counci

established in s. 1014.41 to adninister early chil dhood

educati on prograns and services, excluding voluntary universa

preki ndergarten, at the l|ocal |evel.

(8) "Early learning funds" nmeans all state and federa

funds appropriated to the Departnent of Education for delivery

and adninistration of early | earning prograns. Except as

ot herwi se expressly provided by |law, the term does not include

funds provided to the Business Partnership for Early Learning
under s. 1014.50.
(9) "Early learning progran means a programthat

provides publicly funded services under this chapter

i ncluding early chil dhood education and the voluntary

uni ver sal preki ndergarten program

(10) "Family day care hone" neans an occupi ed

residence in which child care is regularly provided for

children fromat |east two unrelated famlies and whi ch
13
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receives a paynent, fee, or grant for any of the children

receiving care, whether or not operated for profit. Afanily

day care hone shall be allowed to provide care for one of the

foll owi ng groups of children, which shall include those

children under 13 years of age who are related to the

car egi ver:
(a) A maxi mumof four children frombirth to 12 nonths

of age.
(b) A maxi mumof three children frombirth to 12

nont hs of age, and other children, for a maximumtotal of six

chil dren.
(c) A maxi mum of six preschool children if all are

ol der than 12 nonths of age.

(d) A maximumof 10 children if no nore than five are

preschool age and, of those five, no nore than two are under

12 nmont hs of age.

(11) "Informal provider" nmeans a service provider that

is unregul ated under part |V of this chapter and, accordingly,

is not required to be licensed or registered under part |V of

this chapter, and is not exenpted fromlicensure under s.

402.305. The termincludes an arrangenent in which early

chi | dhood education is provided by a relative of the child or

by anot her unregul ated caregi ver, regardl ess of whether those

services are provided in the child' s residence or at another

| ocati on.
(12) "Kindergarten eligibility" neans the age at which

achildis eligible for adm ssion to public kindergarten under
s. 1003.21(1)(a)?2.
(13) "Large fanmily child care hone" neans an occupi ed

residence in which child care is regularly provided for

children fromat |east two unrelated famlies, which receives
14
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1| a paynent, fee, or grant for any of the children receiving

2| care, whether or not operated for profit, and which has at

3| least two full-tine child care personnel on the prenises

4| during the hours of operation. One of the two full-tinme child
5| care personnel nust be the owner or occupant of the residence.
6| Alarge famly child care hone nust first have operated as a
7] licensed fanily day care hone for 2 years, with an operator

8 | who has had a child devel opnent associate credential or its

9| equivalent for 1 year, before seeking licensure as a |l arge

10| fanily child care hone. Alarge fanily child care hone shal

11| be allowed to provide care for one of the followi ng groups of
12 | children, which shall include those children under 13 years of
13| age who are related to the caregiver:

14 (a) A maximumof eight children frombirth to 24

15 | nont hs of age.

16 (b) A maxi mumof 12 children, with no nore than 4

17 | children under 24 nonths of age.

18 (14) "Operator" neans an onsite person ultimately

19 | responsible for the overall operation of a famly child care
20| hone or large fanily child care hone, regardl ess of whether he
21 ] or she is the owner of the hone.
22 (15) "Owner" neans the person who is licensed or
23 | registered to operate as an early chil dhood educati on
24 | provider.
25 (16) "Paynent certificate" neans a "child care
26 | certificate" as defined in 45 CF. R s. 98.2.
27 (17) "Single point of entry" nmeans an integrated
28 | information systemthat allows a parent to enroll his or her
29 | child in early learning prograns at various |ocations
30 | throughout the county or nmulticounty region served by an early
31| learning council, that may allow a parent to enroll his or her

15
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1| child by tel ephone or through an Internet website, and that

2| uses a unified waiting list to track eligible children waiting
3| for enrollnment in available early | earning prograns.

4 (18) "Voluntary universal prekindergarten funds" neans
5] all state funds appropriated to the Departnent of Education

6| for the voluntary universal prekindergarten program

7 (19) "Voluntary universal prekindergarten progrant

8 | neans the voluntary universal prekindergarten education

9| program mandated by s. 1(b) and (c), Art. I X of the State

10 | Constitution.

11 (20) "Voluntary universal prekindergarten provider"

12 | neans a provider of the voluntary universal prekindergarten
13 | program The termincludes all providers that neet the

14 | criteria specified in s. 1014. 27 and have signed a funding

15 | agreenent under s. 1014. 28.

16 Section 5. Section 1014.03, Florida Statutes, is

17 | created to read:

18 1014. 03 Covernance; state and | ocal. --

19 (1) STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON. - -

20 (a) The State Board of Education is the chief

21| i npl enenting and coordi nating body of public education in this
22 | state, and it shall focus on high-level policy decisions. It
23 | may adopt rules to adninister the laws conferring duties upon
24 |1it for the inprovenent of early |earning prograns including
25| the voluntary universal prekindergarten program Except as

26 | otherwi se provided herein, the State Board of Educati on may,
27| as it finds appropriate, delegate its general powers to the
28 | Commi ssi oner of Education or the directors of the divisions of
29 | the departnent.

30 (b) The State Board of Education may request and

31| receive information, data, and reports fromearly | earning
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councils and providers in order to ensure conpliance with this

chapter.
1. If an early learning council, a voluntary universa

preki ndergarten provider, or an early chil dhood education

provi der cannot satisfactorily docunent conpliance with this

chapter, the State Board of Education may order the early

| earni ng council, voluntary universal prekindergarten

provider, or early chil dhood education provider to conply with

the request within a specified tine period.

2. If the State Board of Educati on determ nes that an

early learning council, a voluntary universal prekindergarten

provider, or an early chil dhood education provider is

unwi lling or unable to conply with a law or rule within the

specified tine, the State Board of Education nay:

a. Report to the Legislature that an early |earning

council, voluntary universal prekindergarten provider, or

early chil dhood education provider is unwilling or unable to

conply with a law or rule and recomend the action that the

board proposes the Legi sl ature take;

b. Wthhold the transfer of state funds, discretionary

grant funds, or any other funds specified as eligible for this

purpose until the early learning council, voluntary universa

pr eki ndergarten provider, or early chil dhood education

provider conplies with the law or rule; or

C. Require the early learning council, voluntary

uni versal prekindergarten provider, or early chil dhood

education provider to report nonthly or periodically on the

nonconpl i ance until the nonconpliance is renedied.

(c) The State Board of Education shall ensure that

admi ni strative costs associated with delivering early

chi | dhood educati on prograns and services during the 2004- 2005
17
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1| fiscal year do not exceed adninistrative costs associated with
2| delivering those prograns and services during the 2003- 2004

3| fiscal year.

4 (2) EARLY LEARNI NG ADVI SORY COUNCIL.--The Early

5| Learni ng Advisory Council is responsible for the activities

6 | described in s. 1014. 05.

7 (3) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON. - - The Departnent of

8 | Education is responsible for:

9 (a) Devel oping standards for all early |earning

10 | prograns.

11 (b) Facilitating the process by which early |earning
12 | instructional personnel nmeet mininmumtraining standards

13 | specified in s. 1014. 07.

14 (c) Providing technical assistance to early |earning
15| councils and all providers.

16 (d) Monitoring early learning councils and providers
17 | to ensure conpliance with all applicable |aws and rul es.

18 (e) Creating and inplenenting a consuner education and
19 | protection programspecified in s. 1014. 43.

20 (f) Providing or securing provision of services and

21| functions necessary for effective and efficient inplenentation
22 | of this chapter

23 (4) COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON. - - The Conmi ssi oner of

24 | Educati on may suspend or prohibit an eligible voluntary

25 | uni versal prekindergarten provider or early chil dhood

26 | education provider fromparticipating in publicly funded early
27 | learning prograns and may take other action as necessary to
28 | ensure conpliance with program provider eligibility.

29 (a) The Commi ssioner of Education nay investigate

30| all egations of nonconpliance with a law or rule and nmay

31 | determ ne probabl e cause.

18
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1 (b) The Conmi ssioner of Education shall report to the
2| State Board of Educati on each nonconpliance with |law or rule.
3 (c) In addition, the Comm ssioner of Education shal

4 | oversee

5 1. The conpliance of the Division of Early Learning
6| and early learning councils with curricul um standards set

7| forth in s. 1014.47 and rul es.

8 2. The evaluation and accountability conponents of the
9| prograns set forth in s. 1014.07 and rul es established

10 | t her eunder.

11 (5) DIVISION OF EARLY LEARNI NG --The Division of Early
12 | Learning shall administer the early |earning progranms. The
13 | division shall:

14 (a) Provide fiscal and policy guidance to early

15| learning councils including standard contract and voucher

16 | agreenent | anguage.

17 (b) Provide guidance statenents to early | earning

18 | councils regardi ng paynent rates, parent fees, and other

19 | matters related to the early | earning program

20 (c) Ensure that no nore than 5 percent of aggregate
21| funds in each fiscal year is expended for administrative

22 | activities as required by federal regulations. The division
23| shall work with subrecipients to properly classify and capture
24 | expenditures as direct, nondirect, and adninistrative.

25 (d) Establish and mmintain contracting, paynent, and
26 | reporting systens that provide tinely infornation to the

27 | Legislature, including, but not limted to, information about
28 | expenditures and nunbers of children served.

29 (e) Miintain a list of providers of publicly funded
30| early | earning prograns.

31
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(f) Inplenent audit procedures to ensure that a

provider is accurately designated as eligible to provide the

vol untary uni versal prekindergarten program services.

(g) Fully use federal, state, and | ocal matching funds

to provide for the efficient use of program fundi ng.

(h) Ensure that federal and state funds are used in

conpliance with laws, regul ations, and contracts or grant

agreenents and that performance goals are achieved.

(i) Develop and distribute infornmation about best

practices for effective and cost-efficient service delivery

and managenent of early | earning prograns.

(j) Establish a neans by which the public can provide

comments and recommendati ons for the successful inplenentation

of the voluntary universal prekindergarten program

(k) Provide a neans by which individuals may notify

t he Departnent of Education that a provider may be in

violation of the laws or rules relating to the voluntary

uni ver sal preki ndergarten program

(1) Ensure that the early chil dhood educati on and

vol untary uni versal prekindergarten prograns are delivered as

a continuum of services for children ages birth to 5 and that

ef fective nechani sns and procedures for coordinati on between

the prograns are inpl enented throughout the state.
Section 6. Section 1014.04, Florida Statutes is
created to read
1014.04 Early Learni ng Advisory Council. --
(1) The Governor shall appoint an Early Learning

Advi sory Council to advise the Conmi ssioner of Education

concerning i npl enentati on of the voluntary universa

preki ndergarten program transition of school readiness

20
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1| prograns to the Departnent of Education, and operation of

2| early | earning prograns.

3 (2) The Early Learning Advisory Council shall include,
4 at a mninmum the foll ow ng nenbers:

5 (a) A representative of private for-profit early

6 | chil dhood education providers;

7 (b) A representative of faith-based early chil dhood

8 | educati on providers;

9 (c) A Head Start service provider

10 (d) A representative of prekindergarten prograns for
11 | children with disabilities under the Individuals with

12 | Disabilities Educati on Act;

13 (e) A representative of not-for-profit early chil dhood
14 | educati on providers;

15 (f) A public school superintendent;

16 (g) The chair of an early |earning council

17 (h) The chair of the Business Partnership for Early
18 | Learni ng;

19 (i) The chair of a local Children's Services Counci
20| or its equivalent;

21 (j) A parent of a child who is enrolled in a publicly
22 | funded early |earning program

23 (k) A representative of fanily child care hones; and
24 (1) A mininmumof four representatives of the private
25 | busi ness comunity who do not derive their incone fromthe
26 | delivery of early chil dhood education

27 (3) The nenbers nust be geographically and

28 | denpographically representative of the state. The governor nay
29 | appoint additional nenbers to ensure bal anced representation
30

31
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1 (4) Menbers are subject to the code of ethics for

2| public officers and enpl oyees as set forth in part Il of

3| chapter 112.

4 (5) Menbers shall serve 3-year terns, except that half
5| of the nenbers shall have initial appointnents of 2 years.

6 | Menbers may be reappointed for one additional 3-year term

7 (6) Menbers shall serve without conpensation but are
8| entitled to rei nbursenent for per diemand travel expenses
9]incurred in the performance of their duties as provided in s.
10| 112. 061, and rei nbursenent for other reasonabl e, necessary,
11 | and actual expenses.

12 Section 7. Section 1014.05, Florida Statutes, is

13 | created to read:

14 1014.05 Parental involvenent.--Parental involvenent is
15| critical to a child's readiness to learn. Therefore, this

16 | chapter does not limt the role of a child s parents as his or
17 | her first teachers.

18 (1) In order to pronote opportunities for effective
19 | parental involvenent, early learning councils shall nake
20| avail able to parents information sufficient for themto nake
21 | infornmed choices about their child' s participation in early
22 | learning prograns. This information shall include:
23 (a) Information required by s. 402.3125 regardi ng the
24 | licensure of child care centers and famly child care hones;
25 (b) Related community resources available to neet the
26 | parent's and child's needs; and
27 (c) The requirenents of the consuner protection system
28 | for the voluntary universal prekindergarten program under s.
29 | 1014. 22.
30 (2) Parents are expected to be active participants in
31| the early learning programin which they enroll their child.

22
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Early | earni ng program provi ders nmust ensure that

opportunities are nade available for parents to support their

child in developing literacy skills and achi eving other early

| earni ng obj ectives.
Section 8. Section 1014.06, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1014.06 Early |earning personnel; training

requi renents. - -

(1) The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es

prescribing mnimumstandards for the training of early

| earni ng personnel. These standards shall ensure that each of

the following early | earning personnel successfully conpl etes

an approved introductory course in early chil dhood educati on

as evidenced by passage of a conpetency exanination

(a) Directors and other early chil dhood educati on

personnel of child care centers.

(b) Directors and other early chil dhood educati on

personnel of specialized child care centers for mildly il

chil dren.
(c) Operators of famly child care hones.

(d) Operators of large famly child care hones.

These minimumtraining standards do not apply to certain

occasional or part-tinme support staff, including, but not

limted to, swnmng instructors, piano teachers, dance

instructors, and gymnastics instructors. Universities,

community coll eges, school districts, and private providers

may coordinate or provide this training.

(2) The departnent shall grant exenptions fromall or

a portion of the required training to a director or other

early chil dhood educati on personnel of a child care center or
23
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a specialized child care center for mldly ill children, or an

operator of a large fanily child care hone or a fanmly child

care hone, based upon educational credentials or passage of

conpet ency exani nations. A director, other early chil dhood

educati on personnel, or an operator who possesses a 2-year

degree or higher that includes 6 college credit hours in early

chil d devel opnent or child growh and devel opnent, or a child

devel opnent associate credential, an equival ent state-approved

chil d devel opnent associate credential, or a child devel opnent

associ ate waiver certificate shall be automatically exenpted

fromthe training requirenents in paragraphs (3)(b), (3)(d),
and (3)(e).
(3) The introductory course for directors, other early

chi | dhood educati on personnel, and operators of large fanmly

child care homes shall be 45 clock hours. The introductory

course for operators of famly child care hones shall be 30

cl ock hours. Each approved introductory course nust cover at

| east the follow ng topics:

(a) State and local rules and regul ati ons governi ng

early | earning prograns.

(b) Health, safety, and nutrition

(c) ldentifying and reporting child abuse and negl ect.

(d) Early learning, including typical and atypica

| anguage, cognitive, notor, social, and self-help skills

devel opnent.

(e) Cbservation of devel opnental behavior, including

the use of a checklist or other sim |l ar observation tools and

techniques to determine the child s devel opnental age |evel.

(f) Early literacy and | anguage devel opnent of

children frombirth to 5 years of age

24
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(g0 Oher specialized areas as deternined by the State

Board of Education. For directors and early chil dhood

educati on personnel the specialized topics nust include

conputer technol ogy for professional and cl assroom use.

(h) The introductory course for directors and other

early chil dhood educati on personnel shall enphasize, to the

nmaxi num extent practicable, an interdisciplinary approach to

the study of children

(4)(a) Each operator of a famly child care hone nust

successfully conplete the training required under this

section, as evidenced by passage of the conpetency

exam nation, before providing early learning prograns to a
chil d.
(b) Each director or other early chil dhood education

personnel and each operator of a large famly child care hone,

shal | :
1. Begin training to satisfy the training requirenents

within 90 days after initial enploynment in a facility in this

state covered by this section; and

2. Successfully conplete the training required under

this section, as evidenced by passage of the conpetency

exam nation, within 1 year after the date the traini ng began

(5)(a) In order to further their early | earning

prograns and, if appropriate, administrative skills, each

director, other early chil dhood educati on personnel, and each

operator required to be trained under this section who has

conpleted the introductory training nust annually conplete an

addi tional one unit of continuing education of an approved

i nservice training course, or 10 clock hours of equival ent

training, as deternined by the State Board of Education

25
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1 (b) Each director, other early chil dhood education

2 | personnel, and each operator required to be trained under this
3| section nust conplete 0.5 continuing education units of

4 | approved training or 5 clock hours of equivalent training, as
5] deternmned by the departnent, in early literacy and | anguage

6 | devel opnent of children frombirth to 5 years of age

7 Section 9. Section 1014.061, Florida Statutes, is

8| created to read

9 1014.061 Child devel opnent associate and child

10 | devel opnent associ ate equi val ent curriculum --

11 (1)(a) The Departnent of Education shall conduct a

12 | review of all currently approved child devel opnent associ ate
13 | and child devel opnent associ ate equi val ent educati ona

14 | prograns, and any corresponding state requirenents, in order
15 ) to assess the curriculumand testing requirenents. The

16 | departnent shall devel op nethods to i nprove these requirenents
17 | and procedures. The review shall be conducted every 3 years.
18 (b) The review shall include, but is not limted to, a
19 | determination of the accessibility, quality, scope, and

20 | sources of current training;, a determnation of the need for
21 | specialty training; and a determ nation of ways to increase

22 | inservice training and ways to increase the accessibility,

23| quality, and cost-effectiveness of current and proposed

24 | training.

25 (2)(a) The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es
26 | establishing curricul umstandards for the approval and renewal
27 | of child devel opnent associate and child devel opnent associ ate
28 | equi val ent credential prograns.

29 (b) The curriculumstandards for the child devel opnent
30 | associ ate equival ent credential shall include a requirenment to
31| successfully conplete a conpetency based exami nation for which

26
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a professional certificate will be awarded. The curri cul um

standards and renewal requirenents for the state-approved

chil d devel opnent associ ate equi val ent credential nust include

literacy education, effective practices for increasing

parental involvenent, and strategies to neet the needs of

non- Engl i sh-speaki ng children and children with disabilities.

Uni versities, community colleges, school districts, and

private providers may provide training for professiona

devel opnent.
Section 10. Section 1014.062, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1014.062 Early learning trainer qualifications.--

(1) An early |l earning professional who teaches an

approved 45 cl ock-hour introductory course, a child

devel opnent associate credential, or an equival ent

st at e- approved child devel opnent associate credential shall

(a) Be at least 21 years old;

(b) Conplete the appropriate training course devel oped

by the Departnent of Education; and

(c) Satisfy one of the follow ng conbi nati ons of

educati on and practical experience:

1. A 4-year college degree or higher with 6 coll ege

credit hours in early chil dhood educati on and 480 hours

experience in a child care setting serving children ages birth

through 5 years of age or a teaching certificate.

2. An Associate of Arts or Associate of Science degree

in child devel opnent and 480 hours' experience in a child care

setting serving children birth through 5 years of age.

3. An Associate of Arts or Associate of Science degree

with 6 college credit hours' in early chil dhood educati on and

27
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960 hours' experience in a child care setting serving children

birth through 5 years of age.

(2) The trainer's qualifications nust be verified by

the training coordi nati ng agency.
Section 11. Section 1014.063, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1014.063 Early | earning personnel training

capacity.--The departnent shall conduct an eval uation of

training requirenents and testing procedures for early

| earni ng personnel in order to assess the status of this

training and testing and to devel op net hods for inproving

t hese requirenents and procedures. The eval uation shall be

conducted every 3 years and shall include, but is not linted

to, a determination of the accessibility, quality, scope, and

sources of current training;, a determnation of the need for

specialty training; and a deternmination of ways to increase

i nservice training and accessibility, quality, and

cost-effectiveness of current and proposed training.

Section 12. Section 1014.064, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1014.064 Articulation.--The State Board of Education
shal | devel op guidelines for the articulation required in this

subsection which maxinm ze local flexibility in devel opi ng

inter-institutional articulation agreenents while assuring

students in the field of early learning the ability to proceed

toward their higher educational and professional objectives.

The State Board of Education shall adopt a rule for a

statewi de articul ati on agreenent in which

(1) Successful conpletion of the 45 cl ock-hour

i ntroductory course shall reduce the nunber of hours required

for the equival ent state-approved child devel opnent associ ate
28
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credential by 45 hours. The specific conpetencies into which

the hours articulate shall be deternmined by the State Board of

Educat i on.
(2) Successful conpletion of a child devel opnent

associ ate credential or an equival ent state-approved child

devel opnent associate credential shall articulate into a

m ni nrum of 12 community college credit hours in early

chi | dhood education. The specific courses into which the

credits articulate shall be deternined by the |l ocal comunity

col | ege.
(3) Successful conpletion of an associate degree in

early chil dhood education shall articulate into the

appropriate state university baccal aureate degree program
Section 13. Section 1014.065, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
1014. 065 Experience credit.--
(1) The State Board of Education shall adopt a rule to

devel op a procedure by which early | earning personnel who have

conpl eted the introductory training program before June 30,

1999, and who have been enployed for not |less than 5 years as

early chil dhood educati on personnel may have the opportunity

to earn an equival ent state-approved child devel opnent

associ ate credential. The procedure shall, at a mini num

i ncl ude:
(a) A procedure for applying for and deternining

eligibility for the equival ent state-approved child

devel opnent associate credential; and

(b) A nmethod of neasuring conpetency that includes

observation of the applicant in an early learning setting by a

qgual i fi ed observer and successful conpletion of the child

devel opnent associ ate equi val ent conpet ency-based exani nati on
29
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(2) This section is repeal ed June 30, 2009, unl ess

reenacted by the Legi sl ature.
Section 14. Section 402.3017, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as section 1014.07, Florida Statutes,

and anended to read:
1014. 07 462-36%# Early learning quality initiatives;
Teacher Education and Conpensation Hel ps (TEACH) Early

Chi | dhood Proj ect sehetarsthip—program - -
" I ol i I el | of I

© 00 N O O W DN PP

15

16

17 .

18 (1) €2y The department may eof—€hitdren—andtamty

19 | Serviees—+s—atuthorized—to contract for the adm nistration of
20 | the Teacher Education and Conpensation Hel ps (TEACH) Early

21| Chil dhood Project. The project shall be based upon the

22 | national nodel and shall provi de schotarshipprogram—whitch
23 | provides educational scholarships to early chil dhood educati on
24 | per sonnel earegvers—and—admnistrators—of—earty—chitdhood

25 | pregrans,—fantyday——carehores—andtargefamty—echitd—ecare
26 | hores.

27 (2) The departnent may contract for the administration
28 | of the Honme Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters
29 |(HI PPY) program The program shall be based on its nationa

30 | nodel and encourage parental involvenent in early |earning

31
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prograns by providing parents with assistance in preparing

their children for school

(3) The department may shatH- adopt rul es as—neeessary
to adm ni ster inaplterent this section
4)—For—the 20032004 fiscal—year—onty—the—-Agency—for
Workf-oree—tnnoevation—shatH—adnni-ster—this—section—TFhis
stbsecti-ofn—exprres—Juty—1,—2004—
Section 15. Section 1014.08, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
1014.08 Accountability.--
(1) LEG SLATIVE INTENT.--1t is the intent of the
Legi sl ature that:

(a) The performance accountability systemi npl enent ed

to assess the effectiveness of this state's publicly funded

early learning prograns, including the voluntary universa

pr eki ndergarten program nust answer the foll owi ng questions:

1. Wiat is the public receiving in return for funds it

invests in early | earning prograns?

2. How effective are publicly funded early |earning

prograns and providers in preparing a child to be "ready" for

ki ndergarten?

3. How effective and efficient are local early

| earning councils in neeting perfornmance standards established
by the State Board of Education?
4. How effective and efficient are the State Board of

Educati on and Comni ssi oner of Education in admnistering and

supporting publicly funded early | earning prograns?

(b) The State Board of Education shall recommend to

the Legislature, no later than January 1, 2005, perfornmance

neasures and standards for publicly funded early |earning

prograns includi ng conponents identified in paragraph (a).
31
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(c) The Legislature nust adopt, no later than June 30,

2005, perfornmance neasures and standards for publicly funded

early |l earning. The neasures and standards adopted by the

Legi sl ature shall provide the public with informati on about

what the public is receiving in return for the funds it

invests in early learning prograns. It is also the intent of

the Legislature that the performance neasures and standards

address the issues identified in paragraph (a).

(d) Each early learning council shall conduct an

annual evaluation of the effectiveness of its publicly funded

early chil dhood educati on prograns. The results of the

eval uations shall be subnitted in the manner prescribed by the

Departnent of Education and nade available to the public upon

request. The eval uation nmust include the conponents prescribed

by the State Board of Education and, at a mininum neasures of

the foll ow ng:

1. A child s achi evenent as neasured by

age- appropri ate assessnents upon entry into the program and

upon conpl etion of the program and

2. Achild s readiness for kindergarten as neasured by

the instrunent adopted by the State Board of Education to

assess the school readiness of all children entering

ki ndergarten.
(2) SYSTEMN DE DATA COLLECTION. --Early | earning
councils and state-funded providers shall maintain i nfornmation

systens that will provide the State Board of Education and the

Legislature with informati on and reports necessary to address

the specifications of the accountability system The State

Board of Education shall determ ne the standards for the

requi red data.

32
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1 (3) RULES.--The State Board of Education shall adopt

2| rules to adm nister this section.

3 Section 16. Section 411.0105, Florida Statutes, is

4 | transferred, renunbered as section 1014.09, Florida Statutes,
5| and anended to read:

6 1014. 09 4116165 Federal designati on Earty—tearning

7 L I g . ;

8 | | ead agency responsibilities.--The Governor nay designate the
9 | Departnent of Education as the | ead agency for the purpose of
10 | adninistering the federal Child Care and Devel opnent Fund, 45
11| CF. R parts 98 and 99, and the federal Early Learning

12 | Qpportunities Act, 20 U.S.C. ss. 9401-9413. If the departnent
13| is designated the | ead agency, the departnent nust conply with
14 | the | ead agency responsibilities set forth in federal |aw. Foer
15

16

17

18

19

20 Section 17. Section 1014.10, Florida Statutes, is

21| created to read

22 1014.10 Conflicts with federal law. --1f any provision
23| of this chapter conflicts with federal |aws or regul ati ons,
24 | the federal laws or regulations will take precedence to the
25| extent of the conflict until the conflict is resolved.

26 Section 18. Part Il of chapter 1014, Florida Statutes
27 | shall be entitled "Voluntary Universal Prekindergarten

28 | Progrant and shall consist of sections 1014.21-1014. 33,

29 | Florida Statutes.

30 Section 19. Section 1014.21, Florida Statutes, is

31| created to read

33
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1014.21 Legislative intent.--
(1) The voluntary universal prekindergarten program

shal |l provide a high-quality prekindergarten | earning

opportunity that is voluntary and free for every child in this

state who is 4 years of age

(2) The program nust be organi zed, designed, and

delivered in accordance with Sections 1(b) and (c), Article
I X, of the State Constitution.
(3) It is the goal of the Legislature that 90 percent

of the children who participate in the voluntary universa

pr eki ndergarten program are assessed as "ready" upon entering

ki ndergarten.

(4) The Legislature recogni zes that high-quality

vol untary uni versal prekindergarten increases a child' s chance

of achi eving future educati onal success and becoming a

productive nenber of society. It is the intent of the

Legi sl ature that the program be devel opnental |y appropriate,

prevent or reduce the risk of future school failure, enhance

t he educational readiness of all children, and support fanly

educati on and the invol venent of parents in their child's

educati onal progress.

(5) The Legislature recognizes that there is a strong

relationship between the skill and preparation of the staff of

an early learning program and the educati onal outcones of

children attending early |l earning prograns. To inprove

educati onal outcones, the Legislature intends that all early

|l earning staff continually inprove their skills and

preparation through education and training so that in 5 years,

at | east one staff nenber in each classroomw || have at | east

an associate's degree in the field of early chil dhood

education or child devel opnent and, in 8 years, at |east one
34
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staff nmenber in each classroomw || have a bachel or's degree

in the field of early chil dhood education or child

devel opnent.
(6) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
preki ndergarten programnot exist in isolation fromother

children's prograns. Rather, it is the intent of the

Legi sl ature that the prekindergarten program coordinate with

exi sting services and work in cooperation with other prograns

for young chil dren.

Section 20. Section 1014.215, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1014. 215 Parental rights and choi ces;
responsibilities.--

(1) The voluntary universal prekindergarten programis

i ntended to assist and support parents in fulfilling their

role as their child' s first teachers.

(2) Parents nust be given information to help themto

nmake an i nforned choi ce anpbng avail abl e preki ndergarten

program sites and providers.

(3) Parents should receive periodic assessnents of

their child' s progress and his or her devel opnental and

educati onal needs. \When necessary and appropriate, parents

shoul d be offered assistance in interpreting assessnent

information and in accessing resources to address their

child' s needs.

(4) Universal prekindergarten is a voluntary program

and parents who choose to have their 4-year-old child

participate are responsible for their child' s experiencing a

hi gh-quality learning opportunity. In selecting a voluntary

uni versal prekindergarten service provider, the parent or

guar di an shoul d:
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(a) Be aware of the range of eligible public, private,

and faith-based prograns;

(b) Verify that providers neet all programeligibility

requi renments under this act;

(c) Review program performance data. This data nay

i ncl ude performance results on the required school readi ness

screeni ng adm ni stered upon entry into public kindergarten

and ot her program eval uations, of children who were served by

t he provider;

(d) Verify that the provider's license is current;

(e) Talk with other parents about their child's

experience with the provider; and

(f) Select the provider that is nbst appropriate for
their child.

Section 21. Section 1014.22, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1014. 22 Consuner protection; Departnent of Education

parents and guardi ans. - -
(1) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON OBLI GATI ONS. - -
(a) The Departnent of Education shall create and

admi ni ster a consuner education and protection programto

assist famlies and guardians in nmaking inforned decisions

about participating in the voluntary universal prekindergarten

program The programshall include a variety of strategies

that, at a mininmum conmunicate the characteristics of a high

gquality program application information, and program

eligibility criteria.

(b) The Departnent of Education shall establish a

toll-free hotline and Internet website to answer questions and

provide information regardi ng the voluntary universa

preki ndergarten program This hotline shall be separate but
36
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1| should be accessible fromthe single point of entry system
2| The statewi de resource and referral system provi ded under s.
3] 1014.48 shall also include informati on about voluntary

4 | prekindergarten prograns and providers.

5 (2) PROVI DER OBLI GATI ONS. - -

6 (a) Each provider nust communi cate objective

7] information about its prograns to parents who wish to

8| participate in the voluntary prekindergarten education

9| program

10 (b) Each participating provider nust give parents,

11 | upon request, docunentation showing that the provider neets
12 ) all programeligibility criteria set forth in s. 1014. 27.

13 Section 22. Section 1014.23, Florida Statutes, is

14 | created to read:

15 1014.23 Service delivery and design. --

16 (1) Voluntary universal prekindergarten program

17 | services shall be provided by a diverse network of high

18 | quality private not-for-profit, private for-profit,

19 | faith-based, and public providers. This diversity is necessary
20| to support parental choice and nmaxi nm ze use of existing

21 | program capacity and community resources.

22 (2) The departnent shall encourage and support

23 | partnershi ps anong early |l earning councils, |ocal governnents,
24 | community and faith-based organi zati ons, private schools and
25| early learning providers, public schools, and businesses to
26 | ensure that the quantity of high quality services is adequate
27 | to neet anticipated demand for voluntary universa

28 | preki ndergarten

29 Section 23. Section 1014.24, Florida Statutes, is

30| created to read:

31 1014.24 Community partnerships. --
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(1) The voluntary universal prekindergarten program

shal | address the physical, behavioral, and devel opnental

needs of participating children by coordinating with and

referring to other | ocal and state agencies or comunity-based

partnershi ps designed to serve these children

(2) Each provider shall inplenment procedures to refer

a child who needs additional support services to appropriate

community service providers, including, but not limted to,

public health departnents, providers of early intervention

services, and publicly funded providers of behavioral or

devel opnental services. The statewi de resource and referra

system shall include guidelines and procedures for referring

children for support services.

(3) The application used by parents for voluntary

uni versal prekindergarten programenroll nent nmust include an

i nventory of their child' s needs and service history so that

program service providers can identify referral needs.
Section 24. Section 1014.25, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1014.25 Eligibility and application for services.--
(1) Achild who is a resident of this state and
reaches the age of 4 years on or before Septenber 1 of the

school year is eligible for admi ssion to the voluntary

uni ver sal prekindergarten education programfor that schoo

year.
(2) Before the school year begins, parents of an

eligible child may apply for adnission to the voluntary

uni ver sal preki ndergarten program

(3) The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es

establishing the procedures for applying to the voluntary
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uni versal prekindergarten program The rules shall include,

but are not linmted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) The formof the application

(b) The application tine period; and

(c) The procedures for receiving and processing the

applicati ons.

(4) The Departnent of Education shall nmke information

about the application process accessible to the public through

a public information programthat includes print and

el ectronic nedia and the Internet.
Section 25. Section 1014.26, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1014.26 Voluntary universal prekindergarten education

program child expectations; curricula; transition to

ki ndergarten. - -

(1)(a) The voluntary universal prekindergarten program

shal | be designed to address and enhance each child's ability

to nake age-appropriate progress, provide devel opnent of

| anguage and cognitive capabilities, and provide education in

basi ¢ and other appropriate skills through high-quality

| earni ng experiences that build upon a child' s interests and

skills.
(b) To define age-appropriate expectations that will

enabl e children to be ready for school, the Departnent of

Education shall cooperate with the Florida Center for Readi ng

Research to review the Fl orida School Readi ness Performnce
Standards for Three-, Four-, and Five-Year-A d Children 2002
in order to propose additional or revised standards that

enphasi ze early literacy and oral |anguage skills, including

vocabul ary devel opnent. The State Board of Educati on shal
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adopt these literacy and | anguage standards for use in the

state's voluntary universal prekindergarten program

(2) Curricula used in voluntary universa

pr eki ndergarten prograns shall be age-appropriate,

literacy-focused, and responsive to children with special

needs, including children with disabilities and those whose

first language is other than English. The curricula shall be

aligned with the expected child outcones, as referenced in

paragraph (1) (b). The State Board of Education shall:

(a) ldentify curricula that neets the adopted

st andar ds;
(b) Provide a nechanismfor review and approval of

additional curricula proposed for use in voluntary universa

pr eki ndergarten prograns; and

(c) Ensure that all voluntary universa

pr eki ndergarten educati on prograns use curricula that neet the

adopt ed st andar ds.

(3) Information relating to a child's progress in a

vol untary uni versal prekindergarten programshall be given to

the child' s parent on a regular basis and shall be provided,

in the manner prescribed by the Departnent of Education, to

the school at which the child enrolls for kindergarten
Section 26. Section 1014.27, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1014.27 Programprovider eligibility criteria.--For a

provider to be eligible to participate in the voluntary

uni versal prekindergarten programand to receive state funds,

the provider nust be physically located in this state and

must :
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(1) Be in operation for at least 1 year or be part of

a corporation with early learning programproviders in this
state before June 2004.

(2) Meet the Gold Seal standards under s. 387.24 by
t he 2006- 2007 school year

(3) Have a minimumstaff-to-child ratio of one staff

person for each ten children and serve at |least five children

(4) Beginning with the 2005- 2006 school year, ensure

that at | east one instructional staff for each ten children

has a mini numstaff credential of:

(a) A child devel opnent associate credential; or

(b) A credential that is equivalent to or greater than

the child devel opnent associate credenti al

(5) Beginning with the 2006- 2007 school year, a |east

two staff nenbers who neet the m ni nrumstaff credenti al

described in subsection (4) are required for classes of 11 to
20 children.

(6) Use a curriculumthat neets the standards set hy
the State Board of Education under s. 1014. 26.

(7) Provide parents regular periodic information on

the child' s progress towards attai ning age-appropriate

devel opnental and early | earni ng outcomes consistent with s.
1014. 26.
(8) Establish an information and referral process

regardi ng wrap-around services for children who need support

beyond what is provided in the voluntary universa

pr eki ndergarten program

(9) Provide opportunities for parental involvenent.

(10) Cultivate and | everage conmunity partnerships.
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1 (11) Annually register with the appropriate early

2| learning council. Each owner or operator nust provide the

3| following information

4 (a) The legal business and trade nanes, mailing

5| address, and principal business |ocation of the early |earning
6 | program

7 (b) The full nane, address, and tel ephone nunber of

8 | each owner or operator of the provider; and

9 (c) Anotification of the provider's intent to

10 | participate in the program under this section

11 (12) Ofer a programthat is 180 days in length and 4
12 | hours per day or 720 hours per year

13 (13) Conply with applicable state and | ocal health and
14 | safety laws, rules, and codes.

15 Section 27. Section 1014.28, Florida Statutes, is

16 | created to read:

17 1014.28 Transportation.--

18 (1) Voluntary universal prekindergarten providers may
19 | not use program funds to provide transportation services or to
20 | purchase nmotor vehicles. Voluntary universal prekindergarten
21 | providers nmay provide transportati on services through other
22 | funds, including local funds or parent fees.

23 (2) Children who are from econonically di sadvant aged
24 | fanmilies as defined in s. 1014.40(2) nay have the cost of

25| their transportation reinbursed under s. 1014. 42.

26 Section 28. Section 1014.29, Florida Statutes, is

27 | created to read:

28 1014.29 Financial matters.--

29 (1)(a) In order to maxim ze parental choice, a voucher
30| in the anobunt determined by the Legislature in the Genera

31| Appropriations Act shall be awarded to the parents of each
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child who participates in a voluntary universa

preki ndergarten program Paynment for the voucher shall be nade

to the parent for the voluntary universal prekindergarten

provider of the parent's choice, or, if the parent so chooses,

directly to the provider

(b) Each provider intending to operate a voluntary

uni versal prekindergarten program nust sign a funding

agreenent each year that requires, at a m ni mum

1. Docunentation that the provider neets the

eligibility criteria set forth in s. 1014.27; and

2. Aclear statenent certifying that the provider wll

not charge the parents nore than what the state pays for each

child. However, the certification does not apply to the fees

charged for transportation, food, or field trips or for late

pi ck-up fees or other rel ated fees.

(2) No liability arises on the part of the state for

any use of a voucher for a voluntary universal prekindergarten

program
Section 29. Section 1014.30, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
1014.30 Budgeting.--All funds associated with the
vol untary uni versal prekindergarten program nust be

appropriated in a single and separate budget entity.
Section 30. Section 1014.31, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1014.31 Voluntary universal prekindergarten capacity

assessnent. - -

(1) Each year the State Board of Educati on shal

assess the state's capacity to provide high quality voluntary

uni versal prekindergarten prograns. This assessment nust

i ncl ude:
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1 (a) The capacity of early chil dhood education

2| providers to serve the projected 4-year-old popul ation

3 (b) The capacity of educational institutions and other
4 | training institutions to prepare highly qualified personne

5| for early learning, under s. 1014.06; and

6 (c) The capacity needs of each county.

7 (2) The State Board of Education shall devel op the

8 | assessnent in partnership with |ocal governnent, business,

9| comunity and faith-based organi zati ons, and postsecondary
10 | educational institutions.

11 (3) The State Board of Education shall report the

12 | findings of this assessnent and any recommendations to i nprove
13| the state's capacity to provide high quality voluntary

14 | universal prekindergarten prograns derived fromthe assessnent
15| to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker
16 | of the House of Representatives on or before Septenber 30 each
17 [ year.

18 Section 31. Section 1014.32, Florida Statutes, is

19 | created to read:

20 1014.32 Targeted occupation list.--Wrkforce Florida,
21| Inc., shall recogni ze credential ed placenent in the field of
22 | early learning as a high skill occupation for purposes of

23 | performance outcone neasures under s. 1011.80(4)(c).

24 Section 32. Part Ill of chapter 1014, Florida

25| Statutes, shall be entitled "Early Chil dhood Educati on" and
26 | shall consist of sections 1014.40-1014.54, Florida Statutes.
27 Section 33. Section 1014.40, Florida Statutes, is

28 | created to read:

29 1014.40 Definitions.--As used in this part, the term
30 (1) "Central agency" neans a comunity child care

31| coordi nati ng agency, which was established under the forner
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1| subsidized child care program of the Departnent of Children

2| and Fami |y Services.

3 (2) "Econonically di sadvant aged" neans having a famly
4 ] incone that does not exceed 150 percent of the federal poverty
51 I evel.

6 Section 34. Section 1014.41, Florida Statutes, is

7| created to read

8 1014.41 Early learning councils.--Effective January 1,
9 | 2005, | ocal governance of early learning shall be assunmed by
10| no nore than 28 early | earning councils.

11 (1) Each early learning council is responsible for

12 | conplying with applicable laws and State Board of Education
13| rules relating to early chil dhood education at the | oca

14| level. In performng its duties, each early | earni ng counci
15| nust subnit, in a tinely nmanner, any information requested by
16 | the State Board of Education or the departnent relating to

17 | conpliance accountability and consuner protection

18 (2) Each early learning council shall provide

19 | oversight and accountability for early chil dhood education at
20| the local level. The oversight and accountability activities
21 | nust include, but need not be limted to:
22 (a) Maintaining accurate records, including those
23 | records necessary to docunent fiscal and programmtic
24 | accountability and conpliance with | aws and rul es governing
25| l ocal providers of early chil dhood education
26 (b) Providing representation of a fiscal agent, if
27 | necessary, in conpliance with s. 1014.52.
28 (c) Retaining legal representation, if necessary, for
29 | the review and i npl enentati on of contracts.
30 (d) Inplenenting a system of consuner protection as
31| provided in s. 1014. 22.
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(e) Preparing an annual financial and conpliance audit

of all accounts and records. The annual financial and

conpliance audit nust be conducted by an i ndependent certified

public accountant and performed in accordance with rul es
adopted by the Auditor Ceneral
(3) Each early learning council shall have as many

nmenbers as may be required, but nust include:

(a) Adistrict adm nistrator of the Departnent of

Children and Family Services or his or her designee who is

aut hori zed to nake decisions on behal f of the departnent.

(b) A superintendent of schools or his or her designee

who is authorized to nake deci sions on behal f of the

superi nt endent .

(c) An executive director of a regional workforce

devel opnent board.

(d) The director of a county health departnent or his

or her desi gnee.

(e) The chairperson of the children's services counci

or the chairperson or executive director of the juvenile

wel fare board, if applicable.

(f) Alocal child care licensing agency head, if

appl i cabl e.
(g) A president of a comunity coll ege or designated

representative

(h) A representative of a programfor children with

disabilities under the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act .

(i) A parent or guardian of a child who participates

in a publicly funded early | earning program

(j) The administrator of a central child care agency.
(k) A Head Start director
46
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(1) A representative of private child care providers.

(m A representative of faith-based child care

provi ders.
(n) A representative of fanmily day care hone

provi ders.
(4) The CGovernor shall appoint the 14 nenbers listed

in subsection (3) for each local council no later than January

1, 2005. The nenbers shall be appointed to 4-year terns,

except that one-third of the initial appointees shall be

appointed to 2-year terns, one-third shall be appointed to

3-year terns, and one-third shall be appointed to 4-year

terns. These 14 nenbers shall appoint the other counci

nenbers.
(5) A mjority of local council nenbers shall be

persons who do not have a substantial financial interest in

the design or delivery of public or private early |earning

services in this state. These nenbers and their fanilies my

not earn an incone fromthe early learning prograns. To

satisfy this requirenent a council nust appoint additiona

nmenbers froma list of nom nees presented to the council by

chanbers of conmerce or econonic devel opment councils within

t he geographic area of the council. The chair of the counci

nmust be chosen fromanong the majority that does not have a

financial interest in the design or delivery of public or

private early | earning services.

(6) A nmenber of a council nmay not appoint a designee

to act in his or her place unless specifically provided in

this act. A nenber may send a representative to counci

neetings, but that representative has no voting privil eges.

(7) Menbers of the council are subject to the

provisions in part Ill of chapter 112. It is the duty of al
47
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1| menbers of the local coalition board to report all possible or

2 | apparent conflicts to the chair and to recuse thenselves from

3| participating in council activities related to their areas of

4| conflict. Aconflict is deened to exist if the council nenber
5| represents any organi zati on, whether as an enpl oyee, officer
6| or director, that receives financial conpensation or business
7| for services rendered to the organi zati on or has direct or
8|lindirect interest in action to be taken by the council.

9 (8) For the purposes of tort liability, the nenbers of
10| the council and its enpl oyees shall be governed by s. 768. 28.
11 (9) Each council shall include representation from
12 | each county in the service area
13 (10) Appoi nted nenbers may serve a maxi num of two
14 | ternms. When a vacancy occurs in an appointed position, the
15| Governor shall fill the vacancy. Wen a vacancy occurs in a
16 | nonappoi nted position, the vacancy shall be publicly
17 | advertised for a mni numof 14 cal endar days.

18 Section 35. Section 1014.42, Florida Statutes, is

19 | created to read:

20 1014.42 Local council transition.--

21 (1) Each local school readiness coalition established
22 | under s. 411.01(5), shall transition itself into an early

23| learning council between July 1, 2004, and Decenber 31, 2004.
24 (2) The executive directors of the school readi ness

25| coalitions shall submit a plan to the Commi ssi oner of

26 | Education for consolidating the school readiness coalitions
271 into 28 early learning councils by Cctober 1, 2004. A schoo
28 | readi ness coalition that does not agree with the consolidation
29 | plan shall be assigned to an early | earning council region by
30 | the conmi ssi oner

31
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1 (3) Al facilities, equipnent, and ot her resources

2 | purchased by a | ocal school readiness coalition using state or
3| federal child care or school readi ness funding shall be

4 | transferred to the early learning council that assunes

5] responsibility for the county or rmulticounty area previously
6 | served by the |l ocal school readi ness coalition

7 (4) |If a nulticounty |ocal school readiness coalition
8| region is divided between two or nore early | earni ng counci

9| service areas, each early learning council shall receive the
10| share of the facilities, equi pnent, and other resources that
11| is apportioned to the county or counties for which it assunes
12 | jurisdiction. Any disagreenments regarding resource allocation
13 | shall be resolved by the Chancellor for Early Learning.

14 (5) This section does not create a private cause of

15 ) action or any rights for individuals or entities in addition
16 | to those provided el sewhere in | aw or rule.

17 Section 36. Section 1014.43, Florida Statutes, is

18 | created to read:

19 1014.43 Early chil dhood educati on expectati ons. - - Each
20| early learning council shall provide public funds to early
21 | chil dhood education prograns that neet the foll ow ng
22 | expectations:
23 (1) The services offered nust prepare preschoo
24 | children to enter kindergarten ready to |learn, as neasured by
25| the perfornmance standards and outcone neasures adopted by the
26 | State Board of Education under s. 1014.08.
27 (2) The services nmust be devel opnentally appropriate
28 | and scientifically based, involve parents as their child's
29 | first teacher, serve as a preventive neasure for children at
30| risk of future school failure, enhance the educati ona
31| readiness of eligible children, and support fanmily education
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(3) The services nust offer extended-day and

ext ended-year options to the nmaxi nrum extent practicabl e,

within funding linitations and wi thout conpronising the

gquality of the program to neet the needs of parents who work.

(4) The services nust assist fanmilies to access

community services and resources to help them achi eve econom ¢

sel f-sufficiency.

(5) The services nmust all ow persons with an early

chi | dhood teaching certificate to provide support and

supervision to other staff.

(6) The services nmust provide for coordi nated staff

devel opnent and teachi ng opportuniti es.

(7) The services nmust neet all state licensing

gui delines, if applicable.
Section 37. Section 1014.44, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1014.44 Early chil dhood education priority for

participation.--Each early | earning council shall give

priority for participation in a publicly funded early

chi | dhood education program in the foll ow ng order

(1) Priority shall be given first to a child froma

famly in which there is an adult who is subject to federal

work requirenments and is receiving tenporary cash assi stance.

(2) Priority shall be given next to a child who is

served by the Fanily Safety Program Ofice of the Departnent

of Children and Fanily Services or a conmmunity-based | ead

agency under chapter 39 and for whomearly chil dhood educati on

is needed to nmininize the risk of further abuse, neglect, or

abandonnent .
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(3) Subsequent priority shall be given to a child

younger than kindergarten eligibility who neets one or nore of

the following criteria:

(a) Achild who is not included for priority in

subsection (2), but who is at risk of abuse, neglect, or

exploitation and who is currently a client of the Fanily

Safety Program O fice of the Departnent of Children and Fanmily

Servi ces.
(b) Achild at risk of welfare dependency, including

an econonically di sadvantaged child, a child of a parti ci pant

in the welfare transition program a child of a nmigrant farm

worker, or a child of a teen parent.

(c) Achild of a working family that is econonmically

di sadvant aged.

(d) A child for whom financial assistance is provided

t hrough the Rel ative Caregiver Program under s. 39.5085.

(e) A 3-year-old child or 4-year-old child who nmay not

be econonical ly di sadvant aged, but who has been determ ned

eligible as a child with a disability in accordance with the

rules of the State Board of Education and is participating in

a programfor children with disabilities in the |ocal schoo

district.
(f) An econonically disadvantaged child, a child with

a disability, or a child at risk of future school failure,

frombirth to 4 years of age, who is served at hone through a

hone visitor programand an intensive parent education

program including, but not limted to, the Florida First

Start Program

(g) Achild who neets federal and state requirenents

for eligibility for the mgrant preschool program but who

does not neet the criteria of econonically di sadvant aged.
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Section 38. Section 1014.45, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
1014.45 Early chil dhood educati on program

description. - -

(1) Each council shall provide a conprehensive early

chi | dhood educati on experience that enhances the cognitive,

soci al, and physical devel opnent of a child to achieve the

perfornmance standards and outcone neasures adopted by the
State Board of Education under s. 1014.07.
(2) Each early learning council shall ensure that the

early chil dhood educati on provided under its plan includes the

foll owi ng el enents:

(a) A developnentally and age-appropriate curricul um

that, at a mininum prepares a child for school in each of the

fol |l owi ng conponents:

1. Physical devel opnent for the child;

2. Oal language ability including vocabul ary

devel opnent;

3. Phoneni c awar eness;

4. Know edge of and interest in books and ot her

printed naterials;

The ability to cope with chall enges;

The ability to performtasks;

Probl em sol ving skills;

®© N | |9

Fol | owi ng verbal directions;

9. Denonstration of curiosity, persistence, and

expl oratory behavi or

10. Interactions with peers and adults; and

11. Conpliance with rules, limtations, and routines.

(b) A character devel opnent programto devel op basic

val ues.
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1 (c) Avalid and reliabl e age-appropriate screening of

2 | each child's devel opnent when they enter the program

3 (d) Avalid and reliable neasurenent of each child's

4 | devel opnental progress when they exit the program

5 (e) An appropriate staff-to-children ratio.

6 (f) A healthy and safe environnent.

7 Section 39. Section 1014.46, Florida Statutes, is

8| created to read

9 1014.46 Early chil dhood education pl ans. - -

10 (1) Each early learning council shall inplenent an

11 | early chil dhood education plan that neets the requirenents of
12 | this section and the perfornance standards and outcone

13 | neasures adopted by the State Board of Education

14 | I npl enentation of the plan is subject to approval by the

15 | depart nent.

16 (2)(a) Before inplenenting the plan, an early |earning
17 | council nust submit it to the Departnent of Education for

18 | approval. The departnment shall approve the plan, reject the
19 | plan, or approve the plan with conditions.
20 (b) The departnent shall review each council's plan
21| annually. If an early l|learning council does not substantially
22 | inplenent its plan or does not substantially neet the
23 | performance standards or outcone neasures adopted by the
24 | departnent, the departnent nmay contract with a qualified
25| entity to continue early chil dhood education in the council's
26 | county or nulticounty region until the departnent determ nes
27 | that the council is fully prepared to resune operations and
28 | performits functions in conformance with applicabl e | aws,
29 | rul es, and perfornmance expectations.
30 (c) Each early learning council nust review and revise
31| its plan annually. An early |learning council nay not inplenent
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any revisions until it submits the revised plan to, and

receives approval from the departnent. |f the departnent

rejects a revised plan, the early learning council nust

continue to operate under its prior approved plan

(3) Each early learning plan nust be submitted in the

format prescribed by the departnment and shall:

(a) Include the business organi zation of the early

| earning council. The early learning council nust file its

articles of incorporation and bylaws if the early | earning

council is organized as a corporation or other business

entity. If not, the plan docunents nust include its contract

with a fiscal agent in accordance with s. 1014. 30.

(b) A description of the local resource and referra

agency it created to be a part of the statew de resource and

referral network under s. 1014. 46.

(c) A copy of the coomunity plan that addresses the

needs of all eligible children

(d) A description of the single point of entry and

unified waiting list for early | earning prograns.

(e) A description of the council's early chil dhood

educati on program whi ch incl udes:

1. A description of the role the early chil dhood

educati on prograns have in the council's efforts to

col |l aborate with community partners and schools as part of a

st atewi de conprehensive initiative that prepares children and

famlies for the children's success in school

2. A denpnstration that each child in the early

| earning council's early chil dhood educati on prograns wl|l

receive schedul ed activities and instruction designed to

prepare the child to enter kindergarten ready to |learn, that

the progranms will achi eve the program expectations descri bed
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ins. 1014.21, and that the early chil dhood educati on services

provi ded under the plan contain the el enents described in s.

1014. 21.

3. A description of the bhefore-school and after-schoo

child care that the early | earning council offers.

(f) Include a list of the locations and types of early

chi | dhood education providers the parents may choose from The

list nmust include the available licensed, registered,

religious-exenpt, and school -based providers.

(g) Include a schedul e of paynent rates adopted by the

early |l earning council which enconpasses all types of early

chi | dhood educati on and providers funded by the council. The

early learning council nust consider the prevailing

mar ket -rate schedul e adopted under s. 1014. 31 when adopti ng

t he paynent schedul e.

1. The paynent schedul e nust specify that an inform

provider of unregulated early chil dhood educati on nay not be

paid at nore than 50 percent of the paynent rate for a famly

child care hone.

2. The paynent schedul e nust not have the effect of

limting a parent's choice of provider. However, the

departnment may authorize early learning councils to use its

funds to provide a rate differential or stipend to early

chi | dhood education providers that hold a current Gold Sea

desi gnati on under s. 402.281. The differential nay not exceed

20 percent of the paynent rate for providers that do not hold

the Gold Seal designation.

3. The paynent schedul e nmust include a projection of

t he nunber of children to be served by the early | earning

council and nust be subnitted to the departnent for

i nf or mati on.
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(h) Include the council's sliding fee scal e that

establ i shes a copaynent for parents to pay for services

received. The sliding scale nust be based upon a parent's

ability to pay. The sliding scale nust be uniformy applied to

each provider participating in the early |earning program

1. An early learning council must report and nonitor

the collection of copaynents paid by parents by using a system
of oversight as set forth in s. 1004.03(6).
2. Providers must nmmintain records of the collection

of copaynents paid by parents and nust report the collections

to the early learning council and the departnent.

3. The collection of copaynents nade by parents nust

conply with federal regulations that require that copaynents

nmust be included in provider and early | earning council audit

requirenents as required in s. 1004.03(6).

(i) The qualifications of early chil dhood education

personnel for providers participating in the early |earning

prograns, including, but not linited to, successful conpletion

of the 45 cl ock-hour introductory course described in s.

1014. 081 and of any additional training or credentials

required by the departnment. The early | earning plan nust

provide a nethod for verifying these qualifications of al

early chil dhood educati on personnel for each type of provider

(j) The perfornmance standards and out cone neasures

adopted for early learning prograns by the departnent under s.
1014. 07.
(k) Direct enhancenent services for fanilies and

children. These enhancenent services are in addition to

payrments for the placenent of children in early | earning

progr ans.
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(1) Nondirect services, including, but not linmted to,

the enroll nment of children in early | earning prograns,

eligibility determnation for early |earning prograns,

training of early learning providers, and parental support and

i nvol venment .

(m Strategies to neet the needs of unique

popul ati ons, such as mnigrant worKkers.

(4)(a) As part of its early learning plan, an early

| earning council may apply to the Governor for a waiver to

allowit to adm nister the Head Start programin order to

acconplish the purposes of its early |earning program

(b) If an early learning plan denonstrates that

specific statutory goals nmay be achi eved nore effectively by

usi ng procedures that require nodification of existing rules,

policies, or procedures, the early |earning council nay

include in the plan a request for a waiver by the State Board

of Education. Upon review, the State Board of Education nay

grant the proposed nodification.

(c) An early learning council nmay enter into a

contract with service providers outside their service areas in

order to neet the needs of uni que popul ations, such as m grant

wor ker s.
(d) The departnent may enter into a statew de contract

wWith service providers in order to neet the needs of unique

popul ati ons such as mgrant workers. Information regardi ng

services offered through a statew de contract nust be

communi cated to each early learning council to allow parents

to take advantage of these services.
Section 40. Section 1014.47, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
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1014.47 Parental choice in early chil dhood education

pr ogr ans. - -
(1) Each council's early chil dhood education program

shall, in accordance with 45 C.F. R s. 98.30, provide parental

choi ce that ensures, to the maxi num extent practicable,

flexibility in the early | earning program and rei nbur senent

arrangenents. A parent may choose for his or her child to

receive early chil dhood education

(a) Through an early chil dhood educati on provider that

is reinbursed for providing early chil dhood educati on under a

contract; or

(b) Through the i ssuance of a paynent certificate

directly to the parent for use at an early chil dhood educati on

provider of the parent's choice, including an inform

provider of unregulated early chil dhood educati on, regardless

of whether the chosen provider otherw se participates in the

early | earning program

(2) A paynent certificate nust bear the nanes of the

beneficiary and the early chil dhood educati on provi der and,

when redeened, nust bear the signatures of the beneficiary and

an authorized representative of the provider

(3) If an early learning provider gives any cash to a

beneficiary in return for receiving a paynent certificate, the

early learning council or its fiscal agent shall refer the

matter to the D vision of Public Assistance Fraud or the state

attorney for investigation
Section 41. Section 402.27, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as section 1014.48, Florida Stat utes,

and is anended to read:

1014. 48 4022+ —Chitd—care—and—earty—chitdhood Resource

and referral.--The Departnent of Educati on €xritdtren—and—tamty
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1| Services shall ensure that establish a statew de ehitd—ecare

2| resource and referral network is established. The network

3| shall be conposed of a state resource and referral agency and
4] a system of | ocal agencies contracted through the state

5 | agency. Preference—shatt—begi-ven—to—usingthe—already

6 | estabbi-shed—ecentral—agencies—for—stubsidized—chitd—care—as—the
7 | ehitd—ecare—resource—and—referral—agency—H—the—agencycannot
8 | eorpty—wth—ther+requrenents—to—offer—theresource—information
9 | eonponent—or—does—hot—want—to—offer—that—serviece,-The

10 | depart nent ef—tChitdren—antd+amt+y—Services shall select the
11 | state resource and referral information agency using based

12 | upon a request for proposal s prepoesat. Each early | earning

13 | council shall establish at |east one |ocal ehitd—eare resource
14 | and referral agency must—be—estabtished in the county or

15| nulticounty area served by the council eath—distriet—oef—the
16 | departwent, but no nore than one | ocal agency nay be

17 | established in a any county. €hitd—eare Resource and referra
18 | agencies shall provide the follow ng services:

19 (1) Ildentification of existing public and private

20 | early chil dhood educati on providers chitd—ecare—antd—earty

21 it | ed . . i rebudi it . I
22 | pubH-e—and—private—enpltoyers,and the devel opnent of a

23 | dat abase resourece—fite of providers these—serviees. These

24 | provi ders serviees may include early | earning providers that
25| are licensed, exenpt fromlicensure, or registered under part
26 | 111 of this chapter; providers participating in the voluntary
27 | uni versal prekindergarten program providers participating in
28 | a council's early | earni ng prograns; famty—day—care—pubH—c
29 | and—private—chitd—careprograns,head start; —prekindergarten
30 | earty—interventi-on—prograns,speci al education prograns for

31 | prekindergarten handieapped children with disabilities;
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services for children with devel opnental disabilities;;
full-time and part-tinme prograns;;before-school and
after-school prograns; -vacati on care prograns;;parent
education; welfare transition prograns; —theWACGESProgram-
and related fam |y support services. The dat abase i nfornation
resouree—fit+e shall include, but is not be limted to:

(a) Type of early chil dhood educati on provider

program
(b) Hours of service.

(c) Ages of children served.

(d) Nurber of children served.

(e) Significant programinformation.

(f) Fees and eligibility for services.

(g) Availability of transportation

(2) The establishnent of a referral process that which
responds to parental need for information and which is
provided with full recognition of the confidentiality rights
of parents. Resource and referral agencies nay only pregrans

shat+ nmake referrals to licensed early chil dhood education
providers, except that a referral may ehitd—eare—faciHties—
Referrats—shatt be nade to an unlicensed provider ehitd—rcare
factHty—or—ar+rangenent—onty if the provider is not required

t o there—+sno—reguirenrent—that—thefaciityor—arrangerent be

| i censed.

(3) Maintenance of ongoi ng docurentation of requests
for service tabulated through the internal referral process.
The foll owi ng docunentation of requests for service shall be
mai nt ai ned by each alH—ehitd—eare resource and referral agency

agenctEes:
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(a) Nunber of calls and contacts to the resource ehit+d
care—+nformation and referral agency conponrent by type of
early chil dhood educati on provi der service requested.

(b) Ages of children for whom service is was
r equest ed.
(c) Tinme category of early |learning service ehitd—rcare

requests for each child.

(d) Special tinme category, such as nights, weekends,
and swi ng shifts shift.

(e) Reason that early chil dhood educati on the—<chitd
care i s needed.

(f) Nane of the enployer and prinmary focus of the
busi ness.

(4) Provision of technical assistance to existing and
potential providers of early chil dhood educati on ehitd—care
serviees. This assistance may incl ude:

(a) Information on initiating new early | earning ehitd

eatre services, zoning, and program and budget devel opnent and

assistance in finding the sueh informati on from other sources.
(b) Information and resources that assist whieh—hetp

existing early |earning ehitd—ecare services providers to

maxi nize their ability to serve children and parents in their
communi ty.

(c) Information and incentives that may which—ecoutd
hel p existing or planned early | earning ehit+da—ecare services

of fered by public or private enployers seeking to nmaxinze

their ability to serve the children of their werkingparent

enpl oyees who are working parents in their comrunity, through

contractual or other funding arrangenents with busi nesses.
(5) Assistance to famlies and enployers in applying
for various early chil dhood educati on prograns, sotureces—of
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subsidy including, but not limted to, the voluntary universa

preki ndergarten programor a council's early |earning program

subsidized—chit+d—care, head start, prekindergarten—earty
Aterventi-on—prograns,—Project—tndependencepri vat e

schol arshi ps, and the federal child and dependent care tax

credit.
(6) Assistance to state agencies in determning the
prevailing market rate for early chil dhood educati on ehitd

care.
(7) Assistance in negotiating discounts or other
speci al arrangenents with early chil dhood educati on ehitd—eare

provi ders.

(8) Information and assistance to |ocal interagency
councils coordinating services for prekindergarten handiecapped
children with disabilities.

(9) Assistance to families in identifying sumrer
recreation canp and sumrer day canp prograns and in eval uating
the health and safety qualities of sumrer recreation canp, and

summer day canp, pregrans and rr—evatuating—the—heatth—and
safety—guati-ties—oef sumer canp prograns. Subject to
| egi sl ati ve Contingent—upon—specitfie appropriation, a

checklist of inportant health and safety qualities that
parents nay €an use to choose their summer canp prograns shal
be devel oped and distributed in a manner that will reach
parents interested in these sueh programs for their children
(10) Each early chil dhood education provi der A—ehitd

care—faettity |icensed or registered under s. 387.04 s—

402 -305—and—t+censetd—and—+egi-steredtanmty—day—ecare—horres nust
provide the | ocal statewde—chited—ecare—ant resource and

referral agency agencies with the followi ng information

annual | y:
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(a) Type of each chil dhood education provi der program

(b) Hours of service.

(c) Ages of children served.

(d) Fees and eligibility for services.

Section 42. Section 402.3018, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as section 1014.49, Florida Statutes,
and anended to read:

1014. 49 4623648 Consultation to early chil dhood
educati on providers ehttd—ecare—ecenters—andfanmty—day——ecare
herres regardi ng heal th, devel opnental, behavioral disabitity,
and ot her special needs issues.--

(1) Early chil dhood education providers are encouraged

to serve children with special needs. The departnent, when

requested, shall provide technical assistance to parents and

early chil dhood education providers in order to facilitate

serving children with special needs.

(2) > Subject to |egislative Contingent—upon—speeciie
appropriations, the departnent shall is—di+eeted—+toe contract

with the state statewde resource infornation and referra

agency for a statewide toll-free VWarm Line to provide fer—the

purpoese—of—providing assi stance and consultation to early
chi | dhood educati on provi ders chitd—rcare—centers—and—famty
tay—care—hofres regardi ng heal th, devel opnental, behaviora
disabi+i+ty, and ot her special needs issues of the children
t hey are servi ngr—particutarty—echitdren—w-th—di-sabittres—and
other—special—needs.

(3) 2y The purpose of the WarmLine is to provide
advice to early chil dhood educati on ehitd—care personne
concerning strategies, curriculum and environnental

adaptations that allow a child to derive nmaxi nrum benefit from

receiving early chil dhood educati on the—ehit+d—care—expertence.
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(4) 3y The departnment shall annually informearly

chi | dhood educati on provi ders chitd—rcare—centers—andfamty
tay—care—horres of the availability of this service—onr—an
afhtal—basis

(5) 4 Subject to |egislative Contingent—upon—speeciiie

appropriations, the departnent shall expand or contract for

t he expansion of the Warm Line fromone statewide site to one
Warm Line site in each county or region served by an early
| earni ng counci | ehitd—care+esoturece—and—+eferral—agency
regi-on

6) (5> Each county or regional Warm Line shall provide

assi stance and consultation to early chil dhood educati on

provi ders chitd—ecare—centers—antdfanmty—day——care—hores
regardi ng health, devel opnental, behavioral disabitty, and

ot her special needs +sstes of the children they are servingr-

eulard it b dicabitit I I ol
aeeds. County or regional WarmLine staff shall provide onsite

techni cal assi stance, when requested, to assist early

chi | dhood educati on provi ders chitd—rcare—centers—andfamty
tay—care—hofres with inquiries relative to the strategies,
curriculum and environnmental adaptations the early chil dhood
educati on providers ehttd—ecare—ecenters—andfanmty—day——care
herres may need as they serve children wth disabtHties—and
other speci al needs.

Section 43. Section 409.178, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as section 1014.50, Florida Statutes,

and anended to read:

1014. 50 4693178 Busi ness EhitdECareFExeecutive
Partnership for Early Learni ng Aet—FHndings—antd—intent-
graft—H-mtation—rutes. - -
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avaitabte—for—chitd—care-

(1) (a){3)y There is created a body pottie—and
cor por at e, knewn—as t he Busi ness €hitd—Care—Exeecutive
Partnership for Early Learning, which shall establish and
govern the Busi ness €hitd—Care—FExecutive Partnership for Early
Lear ni ng Program

(b) The purpose of the Business €hitd—€CareExecutive
Partnership for Early Learning Programis to use utitize state

and federal funds as incentives for matching | ocal funds
derived fromlocal governnents, enployers, charitable

f oundati ons, and ot her sources, in order se that Herida
communities in this state nmay create local flexible

partnershi ps with enpl oyers.
(c) The Busi ness €hitd—Care—Executive Partnership for
Early Learning Program funds shall be used at the discretion

of local communities to neet the needs of working parents. An
early chil dhood educati on A—ehitd—eare purchasi ng pool shal
be devel oped with the state, federal, and | ocal funds to

provi de subsidies to | owincone working parents whose fanily

i ncone does not exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty

| evel who—are—etHgibtefor—substdized—ehitd—ecare with a

dollar-for-dollar nmatch from enpl oyers, |ocal governnent, and

ot her matching contributions. The funds used fromthe early
66
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chi | dhood educati on ehit+d—eare purchasi ng pool nust be used to
suppl enent or extend the use of existing public or private

funds.
(2) t4)y The Busi ness ¢€hitd—€Care—Exeeutive Partnership
for Early Learning, staffed by the departnent, shall consi st

of a representative of the Executive Ofice of the Governor
and nine nenbers of the corporate or early chil dhood educati on
ehit+d—eare conmmunity, appointed by the Governor

(a) Menbers shall serve for a period of 4 years,

except that the representative of the Executive Ofice of the
Governor shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor.

(b) The Business €hitdCareExeeutive Partnership for
Early Learning shall be chaired by a nenber chosen by a

majority vote and shall neet at |east quarterly and at other
times upon the call of the chair.

(c) Menbers shall serve wi thout conpensation, but may
be rei nbursed for per diemand travel expenses in accordance
with s. 112.061.

(d) The Business €hitdCareExeecttive Partnership for
Early Learning shall have all the powers and authority, not

explicitly prohibited by | aw statute, necessary to adm nister
carry—out—antd—effectvate—thepurposes—of this section, as—weH-
et . _ duties I i f

patrtaership,-i ncluding, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:
1. Assisting in the formulation and coordi nation of

the state's early chil dhood educati on ehit+d—ecare policy.
2. Adopting an official seal

3. Soliciting, accepting, receiving, investing, and
expendi ng funds from public or private sources.
4., Contracting with public or private entities as
necessary.
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1 5. Approving an annual budget.

2 6. Carrying forward any unexpended state

3 | appropriations into succeeding fiscal years.

4 7. Providing a report to the Governor, the Speaker of
5| the House of Representatives, and the President of the Senate,
6 | on or before Decenber 1 of each year

7 (3)t5)(a) The State Board of Education tegistature

8 | shall consider the recommendati ons fromthe Business

9| Partnership for Early Learning annually to determine the

10 | anmount of state funds er—federat—towincore—chitd—careronreys
11 | which shall be used to create the Busi ness €hitd€Care

12 | Executive Partnership for Early Learning Programearly

13 | chil dhood educati on ehitd—ea+re purchasing pools in counties
14 | chosen by the Business €hitd—€CareExeeutive Partnership for
15| Early Learning. A purchasing pool nust be created in—provided
16 | that at | east two ef—the counties wi th have popul ations of ne
17 | more—tharr 300, 000 or fewer persons. The Legi sl ature shal

18 | annual ly review the effectiveness of the early chil dhood

19 | educati on ehited—ecare purchasi ng pool program and reeval uate
20 | the percentage of additional state er—federal funds, if any,
21 | that may ean be used for the progran s expansion.

22 (b) To ensure a seanl ess service delivery and ease of
23 | access for famlies, the Business Partnership for Early

24 | Learning may contract with early |l earning councils,community
25| coordinated child care agencies,or the state resource and

26 | referral agency to shatH- adm ni ster the ehitd—eare purchasing
27 | pool funds.

28 (c) The departnent, in conjunction with the Busi ness
29 | ehitd—Care—Executive Partnership for Early Learning, shal

30 | devel op procedures for disbursenent of funds through the ehitd
31 | eare purchasing pools. In order to be considered for funding,

68
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O O M W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2004 SB 3036
23-1494-04

an early |l earning council the—comunity—coordinated—ehitd—ecare

1. Matching the state purchasing pool funds on a
dollar-for-dollar basis; and

2. Expending only those state pubte funds that which
are mat ched by enpl oyers, |ocal governnment, and other natching
contributors who contribute to the purchasing pool. Parents
shall also pay a fee, which nust shal—be not be |l ess than the
anmount identified in the departrent—s—stbsidized—chitd—rcare
sliding fee scale adopted by the early | earning council.

(d) Each early learning council shall cermurity

coordinated—chi-td—ecare—agency—shaH—be+egured—+to establish a
communi ty ehi+d——ecare task force for each ehitd—eare purchasing

pool . The task force nmust be conposed of enpl oyers, parents,
private early chil dhood educati on ehite—eare providers, and
one representative fromthe local children's services council,

if one exists in the area of the purchasing pool. The early

| earni ng council shall eommmity—coordinated—chitd—care—agency

is—expeeted—to recruit the task force nenbers from existing
ehit+d—eare councils, conmissions, or task forces al ready

operating in the area of a purchasing pool. A majority of the
task force shall consist of enployers. Each task force shal
devel op a plan for the use of ehitd—eare purchasi ng poo

funds. The plan nust denonstrate shew how many children will
be served by the purchasing pool, how many will be new to
receiving early | earning ehi+da—ecare services, and how the
early |l earning council eomun-ty—coordinated—chi-td—care—agency

intends to attract new enployers and their enpl oyees to the

progr am
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(4) 6y The departnment of €hitdren—andtamty Servieces
shal | adopt any rules to adnmi ni ster necessary—for—the

aptrerentati-on—antd—adnmni-strat+on—of this section
Section 44. Section 402.25, Florida Statutes, is

transferred, renunbered as section 1014.51, Florida Statutes,

and anended to read:
1014.51 46225 Infants and toddlers in state-funded
early chil dhood educati on anrt—eare prograns; brain devel opnent

activities.--Each state-funded early chil dhood educati on and

eare programfor children frombirth to 5 years of age nust

provide activities to foster brain developnent in infants and
toddl ers. Each A program must provide an environnent rich in
| anguage and nusic and filled with objects of various colors,

shapes, textures, and sizes to stinulate visual, tactile,
auditory, and linguistic senses in a child the—chitdren—and

prvate—chitd—care—programA program nust al so provide

training for the infants' and toddl ers' parents including
di rect dial ogue and interaction between teachers and parents
denonstrating the urgency of brain developnent in the first
year of a child's life. Afanmily child day care hone is
centers—are encouraged, but not required, to conply with this
secti on.

Section 45. Section 1014.52, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
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1 1014.52 Fiscal agents.--1f an early | earning counci
2]is not legally organized as a corporation or other business

3]l entity, the council nust designate a fiscal agent, which nay

4] be a public entity or a private nonprofit organi zati on. Each

5] fiscal agent nust provide financial and adninistrative

6 | services under a contract or agreenent with the early |earning
7| council. A fiscal agent may not directly provide early

8 | chil dhood education to children. However, a fiscal agent nay

9| provide direct services if an early learning council submits a
10| written request to the Departnent of Education asking for an
11 | exception and the departnment approves the request. The cost of
12 | the financial and admi nistrative services shall be negoti ated
13 | between the fiscal agent and the early learning council. If

14 | the fiscal agent is a provider of early chil dhood education

15| the contract nust specify that the fiscal agent will act under
16 | the policy direction fromthe council and nmay not receive

17 | policy direction fromits own corporate board regardi ng the

18 | di shursal of council funds. The fiscal agent shall disburse

19| funds in accordance with the council's approved early | earning
20 | pl an and based on billing and di sbursenment procedures approved
21| by the Departnment of Education. The fiscal agent nust conform
22| to all data-reporting requirenents established by the
23 | depart nent.
24 Section 46. Section 402.3051, Florida Statutes, is
25| transferred, renunbered as section 1014.53, Florida Statutes,
26 | and anended to read:
27 1014. 53 462-365% Prevailing Ehittd—ecare nmarket rate
28 | retwburserrent; early chil dhood educati on ehitd—eare grants. --
29 (1) As used in this section, the term
30 “—Chi -
31 | assessrenrt—ihAstrurent—destgnated—or—developed—by—the
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. i ey ol . ’ ey N
Care—and—Peveloprrent—Bloek—Gant—Act—of—19906-

(a)ftb)y "Market rate" neans the price that an early
chi | dhood educati on a—¢chitd—eare provi der charges for daily,
weekly, or nonthly ehitd—<eare services. The market rate shall:

1. Be established for |licensed child care centers,

child care centers exenpt fromlicensure, licensed specialized
child care centers for nmildly ill children facirtities—or
factHties—that—arenot—subject—to—s5—4062-3065, |icensed or
registered famly child day care hones, licensed large fanly

child care hones,|icensed before-school and after-schoo

ehit+d—eare prograns, and i nfornmal providers of unregul ated

early chil dhood educati on ecare—providet—by—aretative—or—other
caretaker.

2. Differentiate anong early chil dhood educati on ehitéd

eare for children with special needs, at risk children er—+isk
categories, infants, toddlers, and preschool children, and
school -age chil dren.

3. Differentiate between full-tine and part-tine
services eare

4. Consider reductions in the cost of services eare
for additional children in the sane famly.

(b)te)y "Prevailing market rate" means the annually
determ ned 75th percentile of a reasonable frequency
distribution of nmarket rate in a predeterni ned geographic
mar ket at which early chil dhood educati on H-eensed—ehitd—ecare
providers charge a person for early |earning ehitd—rcare

servi ces.
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1 (2) The department shall establish procedures for

2| adopting a prevailing market rate schedule to reinburse:

3 (a) Licensed, exenpt, or registered early |earning

4 | ehi+d——eare providers who hold a current Gold Seal Quality €are
5| designation at 120 percent of the prevailing market rate for
6| early | earning ehitd—eare services for children who are

7] eligible to participate in an early | earning program under s.
8| 1014. 22 reeceive—substdized—ehit+d—eare; and

9 (b) Licensed, exenpt, or registered early chil dhood

10 | ehitd—eare providers at the prevailing market rate for early
11 | | earni ng ehitd—eare services for children who are eligible to
12 | participate in an early |learning programunder s. 1014.22 te
13 | recetve—subsidized—chi-td—care, unless prohibited by federa

14 | | aw uhter—s—462-3615—Fhe—departrnent—shatt—estabtish

15 | procedures—to—+eirnburseproviders—of—unregutated—chitd—care—at
16 | rot—rore—than—50-—percent—of—thernmarket—rate.

17

18 | The prevailing market rate schedul e adopted under this

19 | subsecti on payrwent—system may not interfere with the parents
20 | choice of providers under s. 1014. 06 decirstor—as—to—the

21 | appropriate—chitd—care—arrangerrent, regardl ess of the | evel of
22 | avail able funding for early chil dhood educati on ehit+d—care.
23| The prevailing market rate schedul e nust be based excl usively
24 | on the costs and prices charged for early chil dhood education
25| and nust not be based on any ehit+d—ecare—program assessnent

26 | tool may—noet—be used to evaluate early chil dhood educati on

27 | provi ders determne—t+einburserent—r+ates.

28 (3) The departnent may provi de ehited—eare grants to
29 | early learning councils, central agencies, community coll eges,
30 | and workforce devel opnent educati on veecationatttechni-cat

31| prograns for the purpose of providing support and technica
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1| assistance to licensed early chil dhood educati on ehit+d—care

2 | providers.

3 (4) The departnent nmay contract, using a request for

4| proposals, with a qualified entity use—thestate—comnty

5 | ehitd—recare—coordination—agencies—{central—agenctes)—commni-ty
6 | eotHeges,—and—vocati-onatftechni-cal—prograns to adm ni ster

7 | trpterent this section.

8 (5) The State Board of Education departwent nay adopt
9 | rul es ant—other—poteyprovisions—hecessary to adnini ster

10 | iaptenrent this section

11 (6) This section shall be inplenmented only to the

12 | extent that funding is avail able.

13 Section 47. Section 1014.54, Florida Statutes, is

14 | created to read:

15 1014.54 Early chil dhood education funds; conpetitive
16 | procurenent. - -

17 (1)(a) Al funds associated with early chil dhood

18 | educati on provided under this chapter, other than the funds
19 | associated with the voluntary universal prekindergarten

20 | program shall be appropriated in a single and separate budget
21 | entity.

22 (b) The Departnent of Education shall annually

23| allocate all funds appropriated in the early chil dhood

24 | educati on budget entity, other than those allocated to

25 | statewi de contracts, to each early learning council in

26 | accordance with the equity and perfornance allocation formula
27 | approved under s. 1014. 03.

28 (c) Early childhood education funds all ocated to each
29 | early learning council nmay be used only to inplenent the

30| council's early childhood education plan. Early |earning funds
31| may not be used for the construction of new facilities and may
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be used only for transportation services in accordance with

this chapter.

(d) As part of the approval and periodic review of

each early learning council's early chil dhood educati on pl an

t he Departnent of Education shall require that administrative

costs be kept to the mni num necessary for an efficient and

effective adm nistration of the early learning council's early

chi | dhood education. The administrative expenditures of early

| earni ng funds may not exceed 5 percent of an early |earning

council's total expenditures of early |learning funds, unless

the departnent specifically waives the linmtation. The

departnent shall report to the Legislature annually regarding

any issues relating to adnministrative costs.

(2) An early learning council nust conply with s.

287. 057 when procuring commodities or contractual services

with state funds. The period of a contract for the purchase of

commodities or contractual services, together with any renewal

of the original contract, may not exceed 3 years.

(3)(a) Each early learning council nmay contract with a

central agency or other qualified entities to perform any of

the duties assigned to the council under this chapter

However, the early learning council has ultinate

responsibility for the perfornance of these duties. Contracts

awar ded under this subsection nmust conply with the conpetitive

procurenent requirenents of this section

(b) The Departnent of Education shall conduct an

i nvestigation of any violation of this section, including the

m suse of funds.

(4) The Auditor General shall annually audit all early

| earning councils and any central agency awarded a contract

under this section
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1 Section 48. Subsections (3) and (6) of section 20.15,
2| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

3 20.15 Department of Education.--There is created a

4 | Departnent of Education.

5 (3) DIVISIONS.--The follow ng divisions of the

6 | Departnent of Education are establi shed:

7 (a) Division of Community Coll eges.

8 (b) Division of Public Schools.

9 (c) Division of Colleges and Universities.

10 (d) Division of Vocational Rehabilitation

11 (e) Division of Blind Services.

12 (f) Division of Early Learning.

13 (6) COUNCILS AND COW TTEES. - - Not wi t hst andi ng anyt hi ng
14 | contained in lawto the contrary, the conm ssioner shal

15 | appoint all nenbers of all councils and committees of the

16 | Departnent of Education, except the Conm ssion for |ndependent
17 | Education, and¢ t he Education Practices Conmi ssion, and the

18 | Early Learni ng Advi sory Counci l

19 Section 49. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
20| 20.50, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

21 20.50 Agency for Wrkforce Innovation.--There is

22 | created the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation within the

23 | Departnment of Managenent Services. The agency shall be a

24 | separate budget entity, and the director of the agency shal
25| be the agency head for all purposes. The agency shall not be
26 | subject to control, supervision, or direction by the

27 | Departnent of Managenent Services in any nmanner, including,
28 | but not limted to, personnel, purchasing, transactions

29 | involving real or personal property, and budgetary matters.
30 (2) The Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation shall be the
31 | designated administrative agency for recei pt of federa
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wor kf orce devel opnent grants and ot her federal funds, and
shall carry out the duties and responsibilities assigned by
t he Governor under each federal grant assigned to the agency.
The agency shall be a separate budget entity and shall expend
each revenue source as provided by federal and state | aw and
as provided in plans devel oped by and agreenents with
Workforce Florida, Inc. The agency shall prepare and submt as
a separate budget entity a unified budget request for
wor kf orce devel opnent, in accordance with chapter 216 for, and
in conjunction with, Wrkforce Florida, Inc., and its board.
The head of the agency is the director of Wrkforce
I nnovati on, who shall be appoi nted by the Governor
Accountability and reporting functions of the agency shall be
admi ni stered by the director or his or her designee. Included
in these functions are budget managenent, financi al
managenent, audit, perfornmance nanagenent standards and
controls, assessing outcones of service delivery, and
financial administration of workforce prograns pursuant to s.
445, 004(5) and (9). Wthin the agency's overall organizationa
structure, the agency shall include the follow ng offices
whi ch shall have the specified responsibilities:

(c) The Ofice of Agency Support Services shall be
responsi ble for procurenent, hunman resource services, and
i nformation services including delivering information on | abor
mar kets, enpl oynent, occupations, and performance, and shal
i mpl erent and maintain information systens that are required
for the effective operation of the one-stop delivery system
ant—the—school—readiness—serviees—system including, but not
limted to, those systens described in s. 445.009. The office
will be under the direction of the Deputy Director for Agency
Support Services, who shall be appointed by and serve at the
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1| pleasure of the director. The office shall be responsible for
2 | establi shing:

3 1. Information systens and controls that report

4 | reliable, tinely and accurate fiscal and performance data for
5| assessi ng outcones, service delivery, and financi al

6 | admi ni stration of workforce prograns under ptrstant—to s.

7 | 445.004(5) and (9).

8 2. Information systens that support service

9| integration and case nmanagenent by providing for case tracking
10| for participants in welfare transition prograns.

11 F—tnfoermation—systens—that——support—schoot—readiness
12 | serviees—

13 Section 50. Section 402.281, Florida Statutes, is

14 | anended to read:

15 402.281 GCold Seal Quality €are program --

16 (1) Child care centers, specialized child care centers
17 | for mldly ill children faettHties, large fanmily child care
18 | homes, or family child day care hones that are accredited by a
19 | nrat+onalty recogni zed accrediting associ ati on whose st andards
20 | substantially neet or exceed the National Association for the
21 | Education of Young Children (NAEYC), the National Association
22| of Family Child Care, regi onal conmm ssions and nenber
23 | organi zati ons of the Conm ssion on International and
24 | Trans- Regi onal Accreditation, or and the National Early
25 | Chi |l dhood Program Accreditation Comi ssion shall receive a
26 | separate "CGold Seal Quality €are" designhation to operate as a
27 | gold seal child care center, a gold seal specialized child
28 | care center for nmldly ill children faetHty, a gold sea
29 | large famly child care hone, or a gold seal famly child day
30 | care honme.
31
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1 (2) In developing the Gold Seal Quality €are program
2 | standards, the departnent shall consult with the Departnent of
3| Education, the Florida Head Start Directors Associ ation, the
4| Florida Association of Child Care Managenent, the Florida

5| Fam |y Day Care Association, the Florida Children's Forum the
6 | State—Coordinating—Councit+—for—School—Readiness—Prograst he
7| Barly Chil dhood Association of Florida, the Nationa

8 | Association for Child Devel opnent Education, early chil dhood
9 | education providers receiving exenptions under s. 402.316, and
10 | parents, for the purpose of approving the accrediting

11 | associ ati ons.

12 Section 51. For the purpose of incorporating the

13 | arendnent nade by this act to section 402.281, Florida

14 | Statutes, in a reference thereto, subsection (5) of section
15| 402. 315, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

16 402. 315 Funding; license fees.--

17 (5) Al noneys collected by the departnent for child
18 | care licensing shall be held in a trust fund of the departnent
19| to be reallocated to the departnent during the foll ow ng

20| fiscal year to fund child care licensing activities, including
21| the Gold Seal Quality Care programcreated pursuant to s.

22 | 402. 281.

23 Section 52. For the purpose of incorporating the

24 | anendnent nade by this act to section 402.281, Florida

25| Statutes, in a reference thereto, paragraph (n) of subsection
26| (5) of section 212.08, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:
27 212.08 Sales, rental, use, consunption, distribution
28 | and storage tax; specified exenptions.--The sale at retail

29 | the rental, the use, the consunption, the distribution, and
30| the storage to be used or consuned in this state of the

31
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1| following are hereby specifically exenpt fromthe tax inposed
2| by this chapter.

3 (5) EXEMPTI ONS; ACCOUNT OF USE. - -

4 (m Educational materials purchased by certain child
5| care facilities.--Educational materials, such as gl ue, paper
6 | paints, crayons, unique craft itens, scissors, books, and

7 | educational toys, purchased by a child care facility that

8| neets the standards delineated in s. 402.305, is |licensed

9 | under s. 402.308, holds a current Gold Seal Quality Care

10 | designation pursuant to s. 402.281, and provides basic health
11 ) insurance to all enployees are exenpt fromthe taxes inposed
12 | by this chapter. For purposes of this paragraph, the term

13 | "basic health insurance" shall be defined and pronul gated in
14 | rul es devel oped jointly by the Departnent of Children and

15| Fanily Services, the Agency for Health Care Adninistration
16 | and the Financial Services Comi ssion

17 Section 53. Section 445.023, Florida Statutes, is

18 | anended to read:

19 445,023 Program for dependent care for famlies with
20| children with special needs.--

21 (1) There is created the programfor dependent care
22 | for famlies with children with special needs. This program
23| is intended to provide assistance to fanmilies with children
24 | who neet the follow ng requirenents:

25 (a) The child or children are between the ages of 13
26 | and 17 years, inclusive.

27 (b) The child or children are considered to be

28 | children with special needs.

29 (c) The family econonically di sadvantaged as defi ned
30| in s. 1014. 20 neets—theincorre—gui-deHnes—estabHshed—under—s—
31
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411616}, notwithstanding any financial eligibility criteria
to the contrary in s. 414.075, s. 414.085, or s. 414.095.

(2) Inplenentation of this programis shatH—be subject
to appropriation of funds for this purpose.

(3) |If federal funds under the Tenporary Assistance
for Needy Fanmilies block grant provided under Title |V-A of
the Social Security Act, as anended, are used for this
program the famly nust be inforned about the federa
requi rements on recei pt of the sueh assistance and nust sign a
written statenent acknow edgi ng, and agreeing to conply with,
all federal requirenents.

(4) In addition to early |earning seheot—reatdiness
servi ces provided under chapter 1014 s—413-06%, dependent care

may be provided for children age 13 years and ol der who are in
need of care due to a disability and where the sueh care is
needed for the parent to accept or continue enploynent or

ot herwi se participate in work activities. The anpunt of
subsi dy shall be consistent with the rates for special needs
child care established by the departnent. Dependent care
needed for enploynent may be provided as transitional services
for up to 2 years after eligibility for tenporary cash

assi stance ends.

(5) Notwithstandi ng any—proviston—of s. 414.105 to the
contrary, the tine linmtation on receipt of assistance under
this section shall be the Iimt established under purstant—to
s. 408(a)(7) of the Social Security Act, as anended, 42 U S.C
s. 608(a)(7).

Section 54. Section 1008.21, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008. 21 School readi ness uniform screening
(ki ndergarten). --
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1 (1) The Department of Education shall inplenent a the
2 | school readiness uniform screening devetoped—by—theFtrorida
3 | Partnership—For—Schoot—Readiness;and shall require that al
4 | school districts adm nister the kindergarten uni form screening
5| to each kindergarten student in the district school system
6 | upon the student's entry into kindergarten

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 (a) tb)y The uniform screening shall provide objective
21 | data regardi ng the—foHoewng expectations for school readi ness
22 | which shall include, at a m ni nrum

23 +—TFhe—~chitds—imuni-zations—and—other—heatth

24 . i retbudi . - I
o5 | 4 . . I . . .

26 2—TFhe—chi+d—s—physicat—developrent—

27 1.3~ The child'" s conpliance with rules, limtations,
28 | and routines.

29 2.4- The child s ability to perform tasks.

30 3.5~ The child's interactions with peers and adults.
31 6—Fhe—chitd—s—interactions—wth—peers—
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4.+t The child' s problemsol ving skills.
5.32- The child's ability to follow verbal directions.
6. 33— The child's denonstration of curiosity,
persi stence, and exploratory behavi or
7.%4— The child' s know edge of and interest in books
and other printed nmaterials.

(b) The screening systemshall neasure energing

phonem ¢ awar eness and phonics skills that are valid and

reliable predictors for |later readi ng perfornance.

(3) Recognizing the inportance of a child's

devel opnent in the domain of physical health, each district

school board shall ensure that prior to enrollnment in

ki ndergarten, information regarding the child's i munizations,

physi cal devel opnent, and other health i nformation, including

appropriate vision and hearing screening and exani nati ons as

necessary, is obtained as required by s. 1003. 22.

(4) To enhance each child's ability to nake

age- appropriate progress, each district school board shal

al so provide for ongoing formal and i nfornal assessnent of a

child' s social and enotional devel opnent. |nfornation obtained

83

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2004 SB 3036
23-1494-04

1| through such assessnents shall be shared with the child's

2| parent or used to guide instruction

3 Section 55. Sections 411.01 and 411. 012, Florida

4| Statutes, are repeal ed

5 Section 56. Transfer of existing programns. --

6 (1) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

7 | school readiness, early chil dhood resource and referral, and
8 | the subsidized child care programare transferred by a type

9] two transfer, under section 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, from
10| the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation to the Departnment of

11 | Education. To ensure continuity in paynent to providers of

12 | school readi ness services, the Departnent of Education is

13 | authorized to execute an interagency operating agreenent with
14 | the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation for a transition period
15| not to exceed 120 days.

16 (2) The Child Care Executive Partnership Programis

17 | transferred by a type two transfer, under section 20.06(2),
18 | Florida Statutes, fromthe Departnent of Children and Fanily
19 | Services to the Departnment of Education

20 (3) The functions associated with the training of and
21| the issuing of credentials to child care facility personne

22 | are transferred by a type two transfer under section 20.06(2),
23| Florida Statutes, fromthe Departnent of Children and Fanmily
24 | Services to the Departnent of Education.

25 Section 57. In editing the manuscript for the 2004

26 | Florida Statutes, the Division of Statutory Revision is

27 | requested to incorporate any anendnents, by |aws passed during
28 | the 2004 Regul ar Session of the Legislature or any 2004

29 | Speci al Sessions of the Legislature, to provisions repeal ed by
30| this act into the parallel successor provisions created by

31| this act.
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Section 58. |If any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the

invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of

the act which can be given effect without the invalid

provi sion or application, and to this end, the provisions of

this act are severabl e.

Section 59. Except as otherwi se specifically provided
inthis act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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l EE IR b S b b I S I b b I S S b b I I b S b
2 SENATE SUMVARY
3 Creates Chapter 1014, Florida Statutes, relating to early
learning. Defines ternms related to eariy [earning.
4 Creates the Early Learnln? Advi sory Council. Directs the
State Board of Education to adopt tules prescribing the
5 m ni rum standards for early Iearnln% per sonnel and
requires a conpetency exam nation. rects the Departnent
6 of Education to review all currently approved child
deveIoPnent associ ate and child devel opnent associ ate
7 equi val ent educational prograns. Requires the State Board
of Education to deveIoP_QU|deI|nes for o
8 inter-institutional articul ati on and sPeC|fy|ng ]
transferability to educational institutions. AUthorizes
9 t he Governor to appoint the Departnent of Education as
the | ead agency for federal child care and devel opnent
10 pur poses.  Provides for parental rights, choices, and
responsibilities in the prekindergarten program Directs
11 t he Departnment of Education to create and operate a
consuner education and protection programto assist
12 %grents with selecting a prekindergarten for their child.
egU|res the departnent to establiSh a toll-free hotline
13 and I nternet website to provide information to parents.
Provi des that voluntary universal prekindergarten be
14 delivered by a diverse network of private, public, and
faith-based providers. Provides for additional support
15 services; Requires that each prekindergarten aﬂpllcatlon
forminclude a place for parents to |ist the child's
16 needs and services. Provides that voluntary universa
preklndergarten rogranms nust address and enhance each
17 child' s ability to ke age-appropriate progress. . .
Establ i shes criteria for providers wishing fo participate
18 as voluntary uni versal prekindergarten providers.
Requires the State Board of Education to annually assess
19 the state's capacity to provide universal prekindergarten
prograns. Creates state and local early learnin
20 councils. Provides for the transfer of equipnent, .
facilities, and other resources to the early |earning
21 council. Requires the Departnent of Education to enslre
that a statew de network for resource and referral is
22 establi shed. Requires the departnent to contract with the
state resource and referral agency. to provide a statew de
23 toll-free WarmLine to provi dé asSistance and |
consultation to early childhood education providers.
24 Creates the Business Partnersh!P for Early Learning.
Speci fies. the power and authority of the Business
25 Part nershi p board. Requires prograns. serving children
frombirth to 5 years of age to provide a | €arning
26 envi ronnent containing specified activities to foSter
brai n devel opnent. Authorijzes each early | earnjing. counci
27 to contract wth a central agency or other qualified
entity to performduties assigned to the council. Revises
28 criteria for certain prograns to be designhated "Gold Sea
29 Quality" programs. (See bill for details)
30
31
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