Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 3036

By the Committee on Education; and Senators Carlton and
Const anti ne

304-2471A-04

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to early chil dhood educati on

3 creating part V of ch. 1002, F.S.; creating the
4 Fl ori da Prekindergarten Education Program

5 implenmenting s. 1(b) and (c), Art. I X of the
6 State Constitution; providing definitions for
7 pur poses of the program providing eligibility
8 and enrol |l nent requirenents; authorizing

9 parents to enroll their children in a program
10 delivered by a child devel opnent provider or a
11 summer program delivered by a public school

12 requiring school districts to admit al

13 eligible children in the summer program

14 prohi biting specified acts of discrimnination
15 and certain limts on enroll nent; specifying
16 eligibility requirenents for child devel oprment
17 providers and public schools that deliver the
18 program providing for the adoption of rules;
19 requiring the Departnent of Education to submit
20 reconmendations to the Legislature and
21 establish a credential for prekindergarten
22 directors and an energing literacy training
23 course for teachers and child care personnel of
24 the Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program
25 providing that the credential and course
26 satisfy certain credentialing and training
27 requi rements; creating a denonstration program
28 in specified school districts; directing the
29 O fice of Program Policy Anal ysis and
30 CGovernment Accountability to eval uate the
31 denonstration program requiring the
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1 denonstration districts to submt data

2 providing for the future expiration of the

3 denonstrati on program authorizing providers

4 and schools to select or design curricula used
5 for the program under specified conditions;

6 directing the Departnent of Education to adopt
7 perfornance standards and approve curri cul a;

8 requiring providers and schools to be placed on
9 probation and use the approved curricul a under
10 certain circunstances; requiring inprovenment

11 pl ans and corrective actions from providers and
12 school s under certain circunstances; requiring
13 regi onal child devel opnent boards and schoo

14 districts to verify conpliance of child

15 devel opnent providers and public school s;

16 aut hori zi ng the renoval of providers and

17 schools fromeligibility to deliver the program
18 for nonconpliance; requiring the Departnent of
19 Education to adopt a statew de kindergarten
20 screening; requiring certain students to take
21 t he statew de screening; specifying
22 requi renments for screening instrunents and
23 ki ndergarten readi ness rates; providing funding
24 and reporting requirenents; specifying the
25 calculation of full-tinme equival ent student
26 nmenbership in the program providing for the
27 al | ocation of program funds anong schoo
28 districts; providing for the docunentation and
29 certification of student attendance; requiring
30 student nenbership surveys; providing for the
31 real l ocation of programfunds in accordance
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1 wi th the nenbership surveys; providing for the
2 payment of regional child devel opnent boards

3 and child devel oprnent providers; prohibiting

4 school districts and regional child devel opnent
5 boards from wi t hhol di ng funds for

6 adm ni strative costs; providing for the

7 al l ocation of adninistrative funds anong

8 regi onal child devel opnment boards; requiring

9 students to conply with attendance policies and
10 aut hori zi ng the di smissal of students for

11 nonconpl i ance; prohibiting certain fees or

12 charges; limting the use of state funds;

13 provi di ng powers and duties of the Departnent
14 of Education, the Division of Early Chil dhood
15 Education, and the Chancellor for Early

16 Chi | dhood Education; requiring the Departnent
17 of Education to adopt procedures for the

18 Fl ori da Prekindergarten Education Program

19 limting the departnent's authority; creating
20 the Florida Child Devel opment Advisory Council;
21 providing for the appoi ntnent and nenbershi p of
22 t he advi sory council; providing nenbership and
23 neeting requi renents; authorizing counci

24 nmenbers to receive per diemand travel

25 expenses; requiring the Departnent of Education
26 to provide staff for the advisory council;

27 providing for the adoption of rules; anmending
28 s. 411.01, F.S.; conforming provisions to the
29 transfer of the Florida Partnership for Schoo
30 Readi ness to the Agency for Wrkforce

31 I nnovati on; deleting provisions for the
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1 appoi nt nent and nenbershi p of the partnership;
2 redesi gnati ng school readiness coalitions as

3 regi onal child devel opnent boards; del eting

4 obsol ete references to repeal ed prograns;

5 del eting obsol ete provisions governing the

6 phase in of school readi ness prograns; deleting
7 provi si ons governi ng the neasurenment of schoo
8 readi ness, the school readiness uniform

9 screeni ng, and performance-based budgeting in
10 school readi ness prograns; specifying

11 requi rements for school readi ness perfornmance
12 standards; clarifying rul emaki ng requirenents;
13 limting the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation's
14 authority; revising requirenents for schoo

15 r eadi ness prograns; specifying that schoo

16 r eadi ness prograns nust enhance the progress of
17 children in certain skills; requiring the

18 Agency for Workforce Innovation to adm nister a
19 gual i ty-assurance system and identify best
20 practices for regional child devel opnent
21 boards; requiring a reduction in the nunber of
22 boards in accordance with specified standards;
23 revi si ng appoi nt nent and nenbership
24 requirenents for the boards; directing the
25 Agency for Workforce I nnovation to adopt
26 criteria for the appointnent of certain
27 nmenbers; requiring each board to specify terns
28 of board nenbers; prohibiting board nenbers
29 fromvoting under certain circunstances;
30 providing a definition for purposes of the
31 single point of entry; requiring regional child
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1 devel opnent boards to use a statew de

2 information system requiring the Agency for

3 Wor kforce I nnovation to approve payment rates
4 and consi der the access of eligible children

5 bef ore approving proposals to increase rates;
6 deleting requirenents for the m ni num nunber of
7 children served; providing requirenents for

8 devel opnental | y appropriate curricul umused for
9 school readi ness prograns; authori zing

10 contracts for the continuation of schoo

11 readi ness servi ces under certain circunstances;
12 requiring the Agency for Workforce | nnovation
13 to adopt criteria for the approval of schoo

14 readi ness plans; revising requirenents for

15 school readi ness plans; providing requirenents
16 for the approval and inplenentation of plan

17 revi sions; revising conpetitive procurenent

18 requi rements for regional child devel opnent

19 boards; clarifying age and incone eligibility
20 requi rements for school readi ness prograns;

21 revising eligibility requirenments for certain
22 at-risk children; revising funding

23 requirements; revising requirenments for the

24 adoption of a forrmula for the allocation of

25 certain funds anong the regional child

26 devel opnent boards; del eting an obsol ete

27 provision requiring a report; deleting the

28 expiration of eligibility requirenents for

29 certain children fromfamlies receiving

30 tenporary cash assistance; anending s. 11.45,
31 F.S.; authorizing the Auditor Ceneral to
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1 conduct audits of the school readi ness system
2 conform ng provisions; anending s. 20.15, F.S.
3 creating the Division of Early Chil dhood

4 Education within the Departnent of Education

5 speci fying that the Conmi ssioner of Education
6 does not appoint nmenbers of the Florida Child
7 Devel opnent Advi sory Council; anending s.

8 20.50, F.S.; creating the Ofice of Child

9 Devel opnent within the Agency for Wrkforce

10 I nnovation; providing that the office

11 admi ni sters the school readi ness system

12 anmending s. 125.901, F.S.; conformn ng

13 provi sions; anmending ss. 216.133 and 216. 136,
14 F.S.; redesignating the School Readi ness

15 Program Estimati ng Conference as the Child

16 Devel opnent Prograns Estinmating Conference

17 requiring the estimting conference to devel op
18 certain estimates and forecasts for the Florida
19 Pr eki ndergarten Education Program directing
20 t he Departnent of Education to provide certain
21 information to the estimating conference;
22 conform ng provisions; anending ss. 402. 3016,
23 411.011, 411.226, 411.227, 624.91, 1001.23, and
24 1002.22, F.S.; confornming provisions to the
25 transfer of the Florida Partnership for Schoo
26 Readi ness to the Agency for Wrkforce
27 I nnovati on and to the redesignation of the
28 school readiness coalitions as regional child
29 devel opnent boards; requiring the Departnment of
30 Education to submit a report; requiring the
31 Governor to submit certain reconmmendations as
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part of the Governor's reconmended budget;
abol i shing the Florida Partnership for Schoo
Readi ness and providing for the transfer of the
partnership to the Agency for Wrkforce

I nnovation; repealing ss. 411.012 and 1008. 21
F.S., relating to the voluntary universa

pr eki ndergarten education program and the
school readi ness uni form screening; providing
appropriations; providing for the allocation of
appropriations anong certain school districts;
providing effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Part V of chapter 1002, Florida Statutes,
consi sting of sections 1002.51, 1002.53, 1002.55, 1002.57,
1002. 59, 1002.61, 1002.63, 1002.65, 1002.67, 1002.69, 1002.71
and 1002.73, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

PART V
FLORI DA PREKI NDERGARTEN EDUCATI ON PROGRAM
1002.51 Definitions.--As used in this part, the term
(1) "Advisory council" neans the Florida Child

Devel opnent Advi sory Council created under s. 1002.71.
(2) "Chancellor for Early Chil dhood Educati on" or
"chancell or" means the director of the Division of Early

Chi | dhood Education of the Departnent of Education
(3) "Child devel opnent provider" neans a provider

eligible to deliver the prekindergarten program under s.
1002. 55.
(4) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Education
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(5) "Kindergarten eligibility" nmeans the age at which

achildis eligible for admi ssion to kindergarten in a public
school under s. 1003.21(1)(a)2.
(6) "Prekindergarten director" nmeans an onsite person

ultinmately responsible for the overall operation of a child

devel opnent provider or, alternatively, of the provider's

preki ndergarten program regardl ess of whether he or she is

t he owner of the provider

(7) "Regional child devel opnment board" or "board"

neans a regional child devel opnent board created under s.
411.01.
1002.53 Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program

eligibility and enrollnent.--

(1) There is created the Florida Prekindergarten

Education Programwithin the Departnent of Education. The

program shall take effect in each school district at the

begi nni ng of the 2005-2006 school year and shall be organized,

desi gned, and delivered in accordance with s. 1(b) and (c),
Art. I X of the State Constitution.

(2) Each child who is a resident of the state who will
have attained the age of 4 years on or before Septenber 1 of

the school year is eligible for the Florida Prekindergarten

Educati on Program during that school year. The child renmins

eligible until the child attains kindergarten eligibility or

is admtted to kindergarten, whichever occurs first.

(3) The parent of each child eligible under subsection

(2) may enroll the child in either of the foll owi ng prograns:

(a) A prekindergarten programdelivered by a child

devel opnent provider under s. 1002.55; or

(b) A summer prekindergarten programdelivered by a
public school under s. 1002.61
8
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1

2 | However, a child nay not be enrolled in both prograns.

3 (4)(a) Each parent enrolling a child in the Florida

4 | Prekindergarten Education Program nust conpl ete and submit an
5] application to the regional child devel opnent board through
6| the single point of entry established under s. 411.01

7 (b) The application nust be subnmitted on forns

8 | prescribed by the departnent and nmust be acconpani ed by a

9] certified copy of the child's birth certificate. The

10 | departnent nmmy designate alternative nethods for subnitting
11 | proof of the child's age in lieu of a certified copy of the
12| child's birth certificate.

13 (c) Each regional child devel opnment board shal

14 | coordinate with the school districts within the county or

15| nulticounty regi on served by the board in the devel opnent of
16 | procedures for the enrollnent of children in sumer

17 | preki ndergarten prograns delivered by public schools.

18 (5) The regional child devel opnent board shall provide
19 | each parent enrolling a child in the Florida Prekindergarten
20 | Education Programwith a profile of every child devel opnent
21 | provider and public school delivering the programw thin the
22 | school district. The profiles shall be provided to parents in
23| a format prescribed by the departnent. The profil es nust

24 | include, at a nininum the follow ng infornmati on about each
25 | provi der and school

26 (a) The provider's or school's services, curricul um
27 | teacher credentials, and teacher-to-student ratio;

28 (b) The provider's or school's kindergarten readi ness
29 | rate calculated in accordance with s. 1002.63(3)(c) and s.
30 | 1002. 65, based upon the npbst recent available results of the
31| statew de ki ndergarten screening.
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(6)(a) A parent may enroll his or her child with any

chil d devel opnent provider that is eligible to deliver the

Fl ori da Prekindergarten Educati on Program under this part;

however, a child devel opnent provider is not required to adnit

any child. A regional child devel opnent board or the

departnment may not linmit the nunber of students admitted by

any child devel opnent provider for enrollnent in the program

(b) A parent may enroll his or her child with any

public school within the school district which is eligible to

deliver the Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program under

this part, subject to avail able space. Each school district

may linit the nunber of students adnitted by any public schoo

for enrollnment in the program however, the school district

nmust provide for the adnission of every eligible child within

the district whose parent enrolls the child in the sunmrer

pr eki ndergarten program

(c) A child devel opnent provider or public school may

not refuse to adnmit a child for enrollnent in the Florida

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program or otherw se discrimnate

agai nst a parent or child, because of the parent's or child's

race, color, or national origin.

1002.55 Prekindergarten programdelivered by child

devel opnent providers. --

(1) Each regional child devel opnment board shal

admi ni ster the Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program at

the county or regional level for children enrolled under s.

1002.53(3)(a) in a prekindergarten programdelivered by a

chil d devel oprment provi der

(2) To be eligible to deliver the prekindergarten

program a child devel opnment provider nust neet all of the

foll owing requirenents:
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(a) The child devel opnent provider nust be one of the

followi ng types of providers:

1. A nonpublic school exenpt fromlicensure under s.

402.3025(2) which is accredited by an accrediting agency that

is recogni zed and approved by the United States Departnent of

Educati on;
2. Achild care facility |licensed under s. 402. 305;
3. Afanily day care hone |licensed under s. 402. 313;

4, Alarge fanly child care hone |licensed under s.
402. 3131; or
5. Areligious-affiliated child care facility exenpt

fromlicensure under s. 402.316 which is a nenber or

partici pant of, or accredited by, a state, regional, or

nati onal accrediting agency for religious exenption, which

agency is recogni zed by the Departnent of Children and Fanily

Services as enforcing mnimumaccrediting standards that neet

or exceed the nmininumlicensing standards in s.
402.305(1)-(11), (13), (15), and (16).

The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services nay adopt rul es
under s. 120.536(1) and s. 120.54 which provide procedures for
the recognition of accrediting agenci es under subparagraph 5.

(b) The child devel opnent provider nust have for each

preki ndergarten class, in accordance with the

teacher-to-student rati o adopted by the Legi sl ature under

par agraph (4)(b), at |east one teacher or child care personne

who neets all of the foll owing requirenents:

1. The teacher or child care personnel nust hold, at a

m ni nrum one of the follow ng credenti al s:
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a. A Child Devel opnent Associ ate credential issued by

the National Credentialing Programof the Council for

Pr of essi onal Regul ation; or

b. A credential approved by the Departnent of Children

and Fanily Services as being equivalent to or greater than the

credential described in sub-subparagraph a.

The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services nay adopt rul es
under s. 120.536(1) and s. 120.54 which provide criteria and
procedures for the approval of equival ent credentials under

sub- subpar agr aph b.

2. The teacher or child care personnel nust

successfully conplete an energing literacy training course

approved by the departnent as neeting or exceedi ng the m ni mum

st andar ds adopted under s. 1002.59. This subparagraph does not

apply to a teacher or child care personnel who successfully

conpl etes approved training in early literacy and | anguage
devel opnent under s. 402.305(2)(d)4., s. 402.313(6), or s.
402. 3131(5) bhefore the establishnent of the energing literacy

training course under s. 1002.59 or January 1, 2005, whichever

occurs | ater.

(c) The child devel opnent provider nmust have a

preki ndergarten director who has a prekindergarten director

credential that is approved by the departnent as neeting or

exceedi ng the nmi ni num standards adopted under s. 1002.57. A

preki ndergarten director who successfully conpletes a child

care facility director credential under s. 402.305(2)(f)

before the establi shnent of the prekindergarten director

credential under s. 1002.57 or July 1, 2005, whichever occurs

|ater, satisfies the requirenment for a prekindergarten

di rector credential under this paragraph
12
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(d) The child devel opnent provider nust be |licensed by

the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services or a |ocal

licensing agency, if required under ss. 402.301-402. 319.

(e) The child devel opnent provider nmust register with

the regional child devel opnent board on forns prescribed by

t he depart nent.

(f) The child devel opnent provider nust deliver the

preki ndergarten programin accordance with this part.

(3) A teacher or child care personnel, in lieu of the

m ni nrum credentials and courses required under paragraph

(2)(b), nay hold one of the follow ng educational credentials:

(a) A bachelor's or higher degree in early chil dhood

educati on, prekindergarten or prinmary education, preschoo

education, or fanily and consuner science;

(b) A bachelor's or higher degree in el enentary

education, if the teacher or child care personnel has been

certified to teach children any age frombirth through 6th

grade, regardl ess of whether the teaching certificate is

current;
(c) An associate's or higher degree in child

devel opnent;

(d) An associate's or higher degree in an unrel ated

field, at least 6 credit hours in early chil dhood education or

child devel opment, and at | east 480 hours experience in

teaching or providing child care services for children any age

frombirth through 8 years of age; or

(e) An educational credential approved by the

departnent as being equivalent to or greater than an

educati onal credential described in this subsection. The

departnment may adopt criteria and procedures for the approval

of equival ent educational credentials under this paragraph
13

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 3036
304-2471A-04

(4)(a) By February 15, 2005, the departnent, with the
advi ce of the advisory council, shall subnit recomrendati ons

to the Governor and the Legislature on an appropriate

teacher-to-student ratio and programlength for

pr eki ndergarten prograns delivered by child devel opnent

providers. The recommendati ons nust consider the outcones of

t he sumer preki ndergarten denonstration program i npl ement ed

under s. 1002.61(4) and the evaluation of the denpnstration

program conducted by the Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and

Governnment Accountability.
(b) The Legislature shall, at the 2005 Regul ar
Sessi on:

1. Review the evaluation of the denobnstration program

conducted by the Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and

Gover nnment Accountability;

2. Review the recomendati ons of the depart nment

subm tted under paragraph (a); and

3. Adopt a teacher-to-student ratio and program | ength

for prekindergarten prograns delivered by child devel opnent

provi ders.

1002.57 Prekindergarten director credential.--

(1) By July 1, 2005, the departnent, with the advice
of the advisory council, shall adopt nininumstandards for a

credential for prekindergarten directors of child devel opnent

providers delivering the Florida Prekindergarten Education

Program The credential nust enconpass requirenents for

educati on and onsite experience.

(2) The educational requirenments nust include training

in professionally accepted standards for prekindergarten

prograns, child devel opnent, and strategies and techni ques to

address the age-appropriate progress of prekindergarten
14
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1| students in attaining the performance standards adopted by the
2 | departnent under s. 1002.63. The educational requirenents mnust
3| also conprise training in program adnini stration and

4 | operations, including managenent, organi zati onal | eadership,

5] and financial and | egal issues.

6 (3) The prekindergarten director credential nust neet

7| or exceed the requirenents of the Departnent of Children and
8| Famly Services for the child care facility director

9| credential under s. 402.305(2)(f), and successful conpletion
10| of the prekindergarten director credential satisfies these

11 | requirenents for the child care facility director credenti al
12 1002.59 Energing literacy training course.--By January
13 ] 1, 2005, the departnent, with the advice of the advisory

14 | council, shall adopt m ni nrum standards for a training course
15)in energing literacy for teachers and child care personnel of
16 | the Florida Prekindergarten Education Program The course

17 | shall conprise 5 clock hours and provide instruction in

18 | strategi es and techni ques to address the age-appropriate

19 | progress of prekindergarten students in the devel opnent of

20 | energing literacy skills, including oral conmunication

21 | knowl edge of print and letters, and phonol ogi cal or phonemc
22 | awareness. The course nust neet or exceed the requirenents of
23| the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services for approved
24 | training in early literacy and | anguage devel opnent under ss.
25| 402.305(2)(d)4., 402.313(6), and 402.3131(5), and successfu
26 | conpletion of the training course satisfies these requirenents
27 | for approved training.

28 1002. 61 Summer prekindergarten program delivered by
29 | public schools; denobnstration program --

30 (1) Each school district shall administer the Florida
31| Preki ndergarten Education Programat the district |level for
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1| children enrolled under s. 1002.53(3)(b) in a sumer

2 | prekindergarten programdelivered by a public school

3 (2) Each district school board shall determ ne which
4 | public schools in the school district are eligible to deliver
5| the sumrer prekindergarten program The school district shal
6 | use educational facilities available in the public schools

7| during the sunmer termfor the sumrer prekindergarten program
8 (3) Each public school delivering the sumrer

9 | prekindergarten program nust maintain a teacher-to-student

10| ratio of at |least one certified teacher for every six students
11 ) in the Florida Prekindergarten Education Program As used in
12 | this subsection, the term"certified teacher" neans a teacher
13| holding a valid Florida teaching certificate under s. 1012.56
14 | who the district school board determines to be qualified to
15 ) instruct students in the sunmer prekindergarten program

16 (4)(a) There is created a sunmer prekindergarten

17 | denpbnstration programthat shall be inplenented during sumer
18 | 2004 in the Baker, Duval, Hillsborough, Martin, M am -Dade,
19 | Gsceol a, Pal m Beach, Pasco, Santa Rosa, and Wakul |l a schoo

20 | districts. The denonstration program shall inplenent the

21 | summer prekindergarten program delivered by public schools
22 | within the denpnstration districts.

23 (b) The Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and

24 | Governnment Accountability shall develop a research design for
25| the denpnstration program which ensures that students in the
26 | denpnstrati on program are denographically representative of
27 | students statewide and that the sanple size is sufficient to
28 | generate statistically valid conclusions. The sanple nust be
29 | selected to ensure that the results obtained fromthe

30 | denpnstration program are applicable statewide with

31| statistical confidence.

16
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1 (c) Each denonstration district and denpnstration

2 | school shall inplenent the denpnstration programin accordance
3| with the research desi gn devel oped under paragraph (b) and, to
4 | the nmaxi num extent practicable, in accordance with this part.
5 (d) By Decenber 1, 2004, each denonstration district

6| shall submt to the Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and

7 | Governnent Accountability the results of the statew de

8 | ki ndergarten screeni ng adm ni stered under s. 1002. 65 for

9 | students who conpl eted the sumer prekindergarten

10 | denpnstrati on program

11 (e) By January 15, 2005, the Ofice of Program Policy
12 | Anal ysis and Governnent Accountability shall conduct an

13 | eval uation of the denpnstration programin consultation with
14 | the Legislature. Each denponstration district shall subnit data
15 | about the denpnstration programas requested by the Ofice of
16 | Program Pol i cy Anal ysis and Governnent Accountability for

17 | purposes of the eval uati on.

18 (f) This subsection expires July 1, 2005.

19 1002. 63 Perfornmance standards; curricul um and
20 | accountability.--
21 (1) By January 1, 2005, the departnent, with the
22 | advice of the advisory council, shall devel op and adopt
23 | performance standards for students in the Florida
24 | Preki ndergarten Educati on Program The perfornmance standards
25 | nust address the age-appropriate progress of students in the
26 | devel opnent of:
27 (a) The capabilities, capacities, and skills required
28 | under s. 1(b), Art. I X of the State Constitution; and
29 (b) Enmerging literacy skills, including ora
30 | communi cati on, knowl edge of print and letters, and
31 | phonol ogi cal or phoneni c awar eness.

17
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(2)(a) Each child devel opment provider and public

school may sel ect or design the curriculumthat the provider

or school uses to inplenent the Florida Prekindergarten

Educati on Program except as otherw se required for a provider

or school that is placed on probation under paragraph (3)(c).

Each child devel opment provider's and public school's

curriculum nust be designed to enhance the age-appropriate

progress of students in attaining the perfornmance standards

adopted by the departnent under subsection (1).

(b) The departnent shall review and approve curricul a

for use by child devel opnent providers and public schools that

are placed on probation under paragraph (3)(c). The departnent

shall maintain a list of the curricula approved under this

par agr aph. Each approved curricul um nust be desi gned:

1. To enhance the age-appropriate progress of students

in attaining the perfornmance standards adopted by the

departnent under subsection (1); and

2. To prepare students to be assessed as ready for

ki ndergarten based upon the statew de kindergarten screening
adni ni stered under s. 1002. 65.
(3)(a) Each regional child devel opnent board and

school district shall verify conpliance with this part of the

chil d devel opment providers or public schools, as applicable,

delivering the Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program

within the district.

(b) A regional child devel opnent board or the

departnent may renove a child devel opnent provider, and a

school district or the departnent may renove a public school

fromeligibility to deliver the Florida Prekindergarten

Educati on Program and receive state funds for the program if

18
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1| the provider or school fails or refuses to conply with this

2 | part.

3 (c) Beginning with the kindergarten readi ness rates

4| for students conpleting the Florida Prekindergarten Education
5| Program during the 2005-2006 school year who are adnini stered
6 | the statew de kindergarten screening during the 2006- 2007

7 | school year:

8 1. If less than 85 percent of the students in a child
9 | devel opnent provider's or public school's prekindergarten

10 | program are assessed as ready for kindergarten based upon the
11 | statewi de ki ndergarten screening, the regional child

12 | devel opnent board or school district, as applicable, shal

13 | require the provider or school to submit an inprovenent plan
14 | for approval by the regional child devel opnent board or schoo
15| district, as applicable, and to inplenent the plan

16 2. |If a child devel opnent provider or public schoo

17 | fails to neet the 85-percent kindergarten readiness rate for 2
18 | consecutive years, the regional child devel opnent board or

19 | school district, as applicable, shall place the provider or
20 | school on probation and nust require the provider or school to
21 | take certain corrective actions, including the use of a
22 | curricul um approved by the departnent under paragraph (2)(b).
23 3. A child devel opnent provider or public school that
24 | is placed on probation nust continue the corrective actions
25 | requi red under subparagraph 2., including the use of a
26 | curricul um approved by the departnent under paragraph (2)(b),
27 | until the provider or school neets the 85-percent kindergarten
28 | readi ness rate, based upon results of the statew de
29 | ki ndergarten screeni ng adnini stered under s. 1002. 65.
30 1002. 65 Statew de kindergarten screening.--
31

19
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(1) The departnent, with the advice of the advisory

council, shall adopt a statew de kindergarten screening that

assesses the readi ness of each student for kindergarten based

upon the perfornmance standards adopted by the departnent under
s. 1002.63(1) for the Florida Prekindergarten Education
Program The departnent shall require that each school

district adm nister the statew de kindergarten screening to

every kindergarten student in the school district within 30

school days after the student's entry into kindergarten

(2) The statew de kindergarten screening shall provide

obj ective data on each student's progress in attaining the

perfornmance standards adopted by the departnent under s.
1002.63(1).
(3) The statew de kindergarten screeni ng shal

i ncor porate nechani sns for recogni zing potential variations in

ki ndergarten readiness rates for children with disabilities.

(4) Each parent who enrolls his or her child in the

Fl ori da Prekindergarten Educati on Program nust submit the

child for the statew de ki ndergarten screening, regardl ess of

whether the child is adnitted to kindergarten in a public

school or nonpublic school. Each school district shal

desi gnate public schools to adm nister the statew de

ki ndergarten screening for children adnitted to ki ndergarten

in a nonpublic school
(5)(a) During the 2004-2005 through 2006- 2007 schoo
years, the departnent shall continue the statew de

adm nistration of the Early Screening | nventory-Ki ndergarten

devel opnental screening instrunent as the statew de

ki ndergarten screeni ng. The departnment nay admi ni ster

additional instrunments but only if the instrunents are

admi ni stered statew de. For purposes of s. 1002.63(3)(c), the
20
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1| Early Screening I nventory-Kindergarten devel opnental screening
2| instrunent shall be used to cal cul ate ki ndergarten readi ness

3| rates.

4 (b) By January 15, 2006, the departnent, with the

5| advi ce of the advisory council, shall recomrend to the

6| Legislature valid and reliable screening instrunents for the

7 | statewi de kindergarten screening. The Legislature shall review
8 | the recommendati ons of the departnment at the 2006 Regul ar

9 | Session and shall adopt screening instrunents for the

10 | statew de ki ndergarten screening.

11 (c) Beginning with the 2006- 2007 school year, the

12 | departnent shall administer the screening instrunents adopted
13| by the Legi sl ature under paragraph (b). During the 2006- 2007
14 | school year, the departnent shall continue adm nistration of
15| the Early Screening | nventory-Kindergarten devel opnent al

16 | screening instrunent for purposes of obtaining baseline data
17 | that conpares the kindergarten readi ness rates of the

18 | i nstrunents.

19 (d) The Legislature shall review, at the 2007 Regul ar
20 | Session, the baseline data obtai ned under paragraph (c) and

21| the 85-percent kindergarten readiness rate in s.

22 | 1002.63(3)(c). The screening instrunents adopted by the

23 | Legi sl ature under paragraph (c) shall be used to calculate the
24 | kindergarten readi ness rates for students conpleting the

25| Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program during the 2006- 2007
26 | school year who are adm nistered the statew de ki ndergarten

27 | screening during the 2007-2008 school year and for subsequent
28 | school years.

29 1002. 67 Funding; financial and attendance reporting.--
30 (1)(a) There is created a categorical fund for the

31| Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program Categorical funds

21
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appropriated for the programshall be in addition to funds

appropri ated based upon full-tine equival ent student

nmenbership in the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program

(b) Each school district's allocation of funds

appropriated for the Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program

shal | be based upon the district's full-tinme equival ent

student nenbership in the prekindergarten programdelivered by

chil d devel opnent providers within the district and in the

summer preki ndergarten programdelivered by public schools

within the district.

(c) The departnent shall annually allocate initial

funding for the Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program

anong the school districts according to each district's

estimated full-tinme equival ent student nenbership in the

program based upon the estimates and forecasts of the Child

Devel opnent Prograns Estimating Conference

(d) The departnent shall revise and reallocate the

initial funding allocations according to each district's

full-tine equival ent student nmenbership in the program based

upon the nenbershi p surveys admi ni stered under subsection (3).

(2) A full-tinme equivalent student in the Florida

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program shall be cal cul ated as

foll ows:
(a) For a student in a prekindergarten program

delivered by a child devel opnent provider, in accordance with

the programlength adopted by the Legislature under s.
1002. 55(4) (b).
(b) For a student in a sumer prekindergarten program

delivered by a public school, 300 hours.

22
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A student may not be reported for funding purposes as nore

than one full-tine equival ent student.

(3)(a) Each regional child devel opnent board and

school district shall adm nister nmenbership surveys of the

full-tinme equival ent student nenbership in the Florida

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program for each child devel opnent

provider or public school

(b) Each regional child devel opnment board shal

admi ni ster the nmenbership survey of child devel opnent

providers in Cctober for the fall term February for the

spring term and June for the end-of-year or summer term The

regi onal child devel opnent board shall report its nenbership

surveys to each school district within the county or

nmul ti county regi on served by the board.

(c) Each school district shall administer the

nenber ship survey of public schools during the m dweek of the

summer preki ndergarten program The school district shal

adm ni ster the survey in the sane manner as the program

nenber ship survey for the K-12 programunder s. 1011.62(1).

(d) Each school district shall report to the

departnent the district's nenbership survey of public schools

and the regional child devel opnent board' s nenbership survey

of child devel opnent providers.

(4)(a) Each regional child devel opnent board shall pay

chil d devel opment providers nonthly for the Florida

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program A child devel opnent

provider nmust, in order to receive paynent, certify student

attendance each nonth to the regional child devel opnent board.

The regional child devel opnent board shall submit to each

school district within the county or nulticounty regi on served

23
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1| by the board the certified student attendance for each child
2 | devel opnent provider within the district.

3 (b) The school district shall pay the regional child

4 | devel opnent board fromthe funds allocated to the district

5| under subsection (1) for each student in accordance with the
6| certified student attendance. The regional child devel opnent
7 | board shall pay the funds to each child devel opnent provider
8| within the school district in accordance with the certified

9 | student attendance.

10 (5)(a) A school district may not withhold any portion
11| of the funds paid to the regional child devel opnent board

12 | under paragraph (4)(b) for adninistrative costs.

13 (b) A regional child devel opnent board nmay not

14 | withhol d any portion of the funds paid to a child devel opnent
15 | provi der under paragraph (4)(b) for adnministrative costs. The
16 | departnent shall annually allocate adm nistrative funds to

17 | each regional child devel opnent board fromfunds provided in
18 | the General Appropriations Act for that purpose. The

19 | adninistrative funds nust only be used for adm nistration of
20| the Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program The depart nent
21| shall allocate the administrative funds based upon each

22 | regional child devel opnent board's full-tine equival ent

23 | student nenbership in the program The anount of each regi ona
24 | child devel opnent board's administrative funds may not exceed
25| 3 percent of the funds paid by the board to child devel opnent
26 | provi ders under paragraph (4)(b).

27 (6)(a) Each parent enrolling his or her child in the
28 | Flori da Prekindergarten Educati on Program nust agree to conply
29 | with the attendance policy of the child devel opnent provider
30| or district school board, as applicable. Upon enroll nent of
31| the child, the child devel opnent provider or public school, as

24
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appl i cabl e, nust provide the child's parent with a copy of the

provider's or school district's attendance policy, as

appl i cabl e.
(b) The child devel opnent provider or school district,

as applicable, may disniss a student who does not conply with

the provider's or district's attendance policy. A student

di sm ssed under this paragraph is not renoved fromthe Florida

Pr eki ndergarten Educati on Program and nay continue in the

program t hrough reenroll nent with another child devel opnent
provider or public school. Notwithstanding s. 1002.53(6)(h), a
school district is not required to provide for the adm ssion

of a student disni ssed under this paragraph

(c) The departnent shall adopt procedures for

docunenting the attendance of students in the Florida

Pr eki ndergarten Educati on Program The procedures must provide

requi renments for the adjustnent of a child devel opnent

provider's or public school's funding when a student has nore

than five consecutive unexcused absences during a nonth.

(7) Except as otherw se expressly authorized by law, a

chil d devel opnent provider or public school may not:

(a) |Inpose or collect a fee or charge for services

provided for a child enrolled in the Florida Prekindergarten

Educati on Program during a period reported for funding

pur poses under subsection (4); or

(b) Require a child to enroll for, or require the

payment of any fee or charge for, supplenental services as a

condition of admitting a child for enrollnent in the Florida

Pr eki ndergarten Educati on Program
(8) State funds provided for the Florida
Pr eki ndergarten Educati on Program nmay not be used for either:

25
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1 (a) A sectarian purpose or activity, including

2| religious worship or instruction, to the extent prohibited

3| under s. 3, Art. | of the State Constitution; or

4 (b) The transportation of students to and fromthe

51 program

6

7| A parent is responsible for the transportation of his or her
8| child to and fromthe Florida Prekindergarten Education

9| Program regardless of whether the programis delivered by a
10 | child devel opnent provider or a public school

11 1002. 69 Departnent of Education; Division of Early
12 | Chil dhood Educati on; powers and duties. --

13 (1) The Division of Early Chil dhood Education of the
14 | Departnent of Education, under the direction of the chancell or
15| and with the advice of the advisory council, shall adm nister
16 | the Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program at the statew de
17 | level. The division shall adm nister the powers and duties
18 | assigned to the departnent under this part.

19 (2) The departnent shall adopt procedures for

20 (a) Enrolling children in and deternining the

21 | eligibility of children for the Florida Prekindergarten

22 | Educati on Program under s. 1002.53.

23 (b) Providing parents with profiles of child

24 | devel opnent providers and public schools under s. 1002.53.

25 (c) Registering and determning the eligibility of

26 | child devel opnent providers to deliver the programunder s.
27 | 1002. 55.

28 (d) Approving prekindergarten director credentials

29 | under s. 1002.55 and s. 1002.57.

30 (e) Approving energing literacy training courses under
31| s. 1002.55 and s. 1002.59.

26
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(f) Verifying the conpliance of child devel opnent

providers and public schools, and renoving providers or

schools fromeligibility to deliver the programfor

nonconpl i ance, under s. 1002. 63.

(g) Approving i nprovenent plans of child devel opnent

providers and public schools under s. 1002. 63.

(h) Placing child devel opnent providers and public

school s on probation and requiring corrective actions under s.
1002. 63.
(i) Administering the statew de kindergarten screening

and cal cul ati ng ki ndergarten readi ness rates under s. 1002. 65.

(j) Allocating categorical funds anbng schoo
districts under s. 1002. 67.
(k) Docunenting and certifying student attendance and

admi ni steri ng nenbershi p surveys under s. 1002. 67.

(1) Reenrolling students disnissed by a child

devel opnent provider or public school for nonconpliance with

the provider's or school district's attendance policy under s.
1002. 67.
(m Paying child devel opnent providers, public

school s, and regional child devel opnent boards under s.
1002. 67.
(n) Allocating adm nistrative funds anong regi ona

chil d devel opment boards under s. 1002. 67.

(4) Except as otherwi se provided by law, the

departnment does not have authority to:

(a) |Inpose requirenents on a child devel opnent

provider that does not deliver the Florida Prekindergarten

Educati on Program or receive state funds under this part.

(b) Inpose requirenents on a regional child

devel opnent board which are not necessary for the
27
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admi ni stration of the Florida Prekindergarten Education

Program under this part.

(c) Administer powers and duties assigned to the

Agency for Workforce I nnovation or a regional child

devel opnent board under s. 411.01
1002.71 Florida Child Devel opnment Advi sory Council. --
(1) There is created the Florida Child Devel opnent
Advi sory Council within the Departnent of Education. The

pur pose of the advisory council is to advise the Departnment of

Educati on and the Agency for Wbrkforce | nnovation on the child

devel opnent policy of this state, including advice relating to

admi ni stration of the Florida Prekindergarten Education

Program under this part and the school readi ness prograns
under s. 411.01.
(2) The advisory council shall be conposed of the

fol | owi ng nenbers:

(a) The Chancellor for Early Chil dhood Educati on

(b) The Deputy Director for Child Devel opnent of the
Agency for Workforce | nnovation

(c) The director of the Child Care Services Program

O fice of the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services.

(d) The director of the Division of Comunity Coll eges

of the Departnment of Educati on.

(e) The Secretary of Health or his or her designee.
(f) The chair of the Child Care Executive Partnership.
(g) The chair or executive director of Wrkforce

Florida, Inc., or his or her designee.
(h) The director of the Florida Head Start-State
Col | aboration Ofice.

28
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1 (i) Achair of a regional child devel opnent board who
2| shall be selected by the chairs of the regional child

3 | devel opnent boards.

4 (j) An executive director of a regional child

5| devel opnent board who shall be selected by the executive

6| directors of the regional child devel opnent boar ds.

7 (k) Six nenbers appointed by the Governor, as foll ows:
8 1. The chair of the advisory council and one other

9 | nenber, who nust both neet the sane qualifications as

10 | private-sector business nenbers appointed to a regional child
11 | devel opnent board under s. 411.01(5)(a)6.

12 2. A district superintendent of schools.

13 3. Avrepresentative of private child care providers,
14 | including fam |y day care hones.

15 4. A representative of faith-based child care

16 | providers.

17 5. A representative of prograns for prekindergarten
18 [ children with disabilities under the federal Individuals with
19 | Disabilities Education Act.
20
21 | The nenbers appoi nted under this paragraph nust be
22 | geographically and denographically representative of the
23 | state. The nmenbers shall be appointed to terns of 3 years
24 | each, except that, to establish staggered terns, one-half of
25| the nenbers shall be appointed to initial terns of 2 years
26 | each. Appointed nenbers may serve a maxi num of two consecutive
27 | terns.
28 (1) Two nenbers appointed by and who serve at the
29 | pl easure of the President of the Senate and two nenbers
30 | appoi nted by and who serve at the pleasure of the Speaker of
31| the House of Representatives, who nust each neet the sane

29
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1| qualifications as private-sector business nenbers appointed to
2| aregional child devel opnent board under s. 411.01(5)(a)6.

3 (3) The advisory council shall neet at |east quarterly
4| but nay neet as often as necessary to carry out its duties and
5| responsibilities.

6 (4)(a) Each nenber of the advisory council shall serve
7 | without conpensation but is entitled to per diemand travel

8 | expenses for attendance of council neetings as provided in s.
9 112. 061.

10 (b) Each nenber of the advisory council is subject to
11| the ethics provisions in part |Il of chapter 112.

12 (c) For purposes of tort liability, each nenber of the
13 | advi sory council shall be governed by s. 768. 28.

14 (5) The departnent shall provide staff and

15| adnini strative support for the advisory council.

16 1002. 73 Rul enmaking authority.--The State Board of

17 | Education shall adopt rules under s. 120.536(1) and s. 120.54
18 | to administer the provisions of this part conferring duties
19 | upon the departnent. The state board shall adopt initial rules
20| for the Florida Preki ndergarten Educati on Program by January
21| 1, 2005.

22 Section 2. FEffective July 1, 2004, section 411.01

23| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

24 411. 01 Hert+da—Partnership—for School readi ness

25 | prograns; regional child devel opnment boards schoot—+eadiness
26 | coalitions. - -

27 (1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the

28 | "School Readi ness Act."

29 (2) LEG SLATI VE | NTENT. - -

30 (a) The Legislature recogni zes that school readiness
31| prograns increase children's chances of achieving future

30
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1| educational success and beconi ng productive nenbers of

2| society. It is the intent of the Legislature that the stueh

3| prograns be devel opnental | y appropriate, research-based

4 ] involve parents as their child' s first teacher, serve as

5| preventive neasures for children at risk of future schoo

6| failure, enhance the educational readi ness of eligible

7| children, and support family education. Each school readi ness
8 | program shall provide the el enents necessary to prepare

9] at-risk children for school, including health screening and
10 | referral and an appropriate educational program

11 (b) It is the intent of the Legislature that schoo

12 | readi ness prograns be operated on a full-day, year-round basis
13| to the maxi mnum extent possible to enable parents to work and
14 | becone financially self-sufficient.

15 (c) It is the intent of the Legislature that schoo

16 | readi ness prograns not exist as isolated programs, but build
17 | upon existing services and work in cooperation with other

18 | prograns for young children, and that school readi ness

19 | prograns be coordi nat ed anrd—funting—integrated to achi eve ful
20 | effectiveness.

21 (d) It is the intent of the Legislature that the

22 | adnministrative staff at the state |evel for school readiness
23 | prograns be kept to the m ni num necessary to adm ni ster eafr+y
24 | eut the duties of the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovati on Hoerita
25 | Partnership—for—Sehool—Reatiness, as the school readiness

26 | prograns are to be regionally teecatHy desi gned, operated, and
27 | managed, with the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovati on Herida

28 | Partnership—for—Sechoot—Reatiness—adopting—a—systemfor

29 | reasuring—school—+eadiness-devel opi ng school readi ness

30 | program performance standards and;-outcone neasures

31 | reasurerents—ant—data—design—and—+eview-and approvi ng and

31
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review ng regional child devel oprent boards and teeat schoo
r eadi ness ceakHti+ens—and pl ans.
(e) It is the intent of the Legislature that

appropriations for conbi ned school readiness prograns shal
not be less than the prograns would receive in any fiscal year
on an unconbi ned basi s.

(f) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
school readi ness program coordi nate and operate in conjunction
with the district school systens. However, it is also the
intent of the Legislature that the school readiness program
not be construed as part of the systemof free public schools
but rather as a separate program for children under the age of
ki ndergarten eligibility, funded separately fromthe system of
free public schools, utilizing a nmandatory sliding fee scale,
and providing an integrated and seamn ess system of schoo
readi ness services for the state's birth-to-kindergarten
popul ati on.

(g) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
federal child care incone tax credit be preserved for schoo
r eadi ness prograns.

(h) It is the intent of the Legislature that schoo
readi ness services shall be an integrated and seaml ess system
of services with a devel opnentally appropriate education
conponent for the state's eligible birth-to-kindergarten
popul ati on described in subsection (6) and shall not be
construed as part of the seanl ess K-20 education system exeept
: I . . ey » .

. il .

(3) PARENTAL PARTI Cl PATI ON | N SCHOOL READI NESS

PROGRAMS PROGRAM - -

32
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thy—Nething—contarned—+n This section does not aet—+s

ratended—to:
(a) - Relieve parents and guardi ans of their own
obligations to prepare reaty their children for school; or
(b)2—~ Create any obligation to provide publicly funded
school readi ness prograns or services beyond those authorized
by the Legi sl ature.
(4) AGENCY FOR WORKFORCE | NNOVATI ON FEORHBA
PARTNERSHHP—OR-SCHOO—REABHNESS. - -
(a) The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation shall Herida

o hool " I e
wajor—purposes—to adni ni ster school readi ness prograns at the
statewi de | evel and shall proegramservices—that—helpparents
prepare—ehbgi-ble—chitdrenfor—school—to coordi nate the

regi onal child devel opnent boards in providi ng provisien—of
33
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school readi ness services on a full-day, full-year
full-choice basis to the extent possible in order to enable
parents to work and be financially self-sufficient:—antteoe

(b) The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovati on Foerida
Partnership—For—Schoot—Readiness shal | :

1. Coordinate the birth-to-kindergarten services for
children who are eligible under pursuant—toe subsection (6) and
the progranmmatic, adm nistrative, and fiscal standards under
purstant—to this section for all public providers of school
r eadi ness prograns.

2. Continue to provide unified | eadership for schoo
readi ness t hrough regi onal child devel opnent boards tocalt
hool r e .
3. Focus on inproving the educational quality of al

publicly funded school readiness prograns.
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(c) ) For purposes of admnistration of the federa
Child Care and Devel opnent Fund, 45 C.F.R parts 98 and 99,
the Agency for Whrkforce | nnovati on partrnership may be
desi gnated by the Governor as the |ead agency, and if so

N N
o Ol

N N
o

desi gnated shall conply with the | ead agency responsibilities

under pturstant—to federal |aw.
(d) > The Agency for Workforce | nnovati on Foerida

i ool ’ : | eioal . .
36
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Lot et I I F hool r F I
states—ehitdren—and shall

1. Be responsible for the prudent use of all public
and private funds in accordance with all |egal and contractua
requi rements.

2. Provide final approval and periodic review of
regi onal child devel opnent boards eeatHtions and schoo
r eadi ness pl ans.

3. Provide | eadership for the enhancenent of schoo
readiness in this state by aggressively establishing a unified
approach to the state's efforts toward enhancenent of schoo
readi ness. |In support of this effort, the Agency for Wrkforce

| nnovati on partnership nay devel op and i npl enent specific
strategi es that address the state's school readi ness prograns.

4., Safeguard the effective use of federal, state,
| ocal, and private resources to achi eve the hi ghest possible
| evel of school readiness for the state-s children in this
state.

5. Provide technical assistance to regional child
devel opnent boards eeatitions.

6. Assess gaps in service

7. Provide technical assistance to counties that form
a regional child devel opnent board serving a nulticounty
regi on eoattiof.

37
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8.9~ Devel op and adopt, with the advice of the Florida

Chi |l d Devel opment Advisory Council created under s. 1002.71
and the Departnent of Education, performance standards and

out cone neasures for school readi ness prograns. The

per fornance standards nmust address the age-appropriate

progress of children in the devel opnent of the schoo

readi ness skills required under paragraph (j). The Agency for

Workforce I nnovation shall integrate the performance standards

for school readiness programs into the perfornmance standards

adopted by the Departnent of Education for the Florida

Pr eki ndergarten Educati on Program under s. 1002. 63.

(e) tk)y The Agency for Workforce |nnovation partnership
may adopt rules under s. 120.536(1) and s. 120.54 necessary to

admi ni ster the provisions of |aw conferring duties upon the
agency, including, but not linted this—sectron—which—retate
to, rules governing the preparation preparing and

i npl erent ati on of inpterenting the systemfor school readi ness
system the collection of eetteetitig data, the approval of

regi onal child devel opnent boards and appreving—+tocat schoo
r eadi ness ceakHtiens—and plans, the provision of providing a
38
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net hod whereby a regional child devel opnent board nay
eealHt+ior—<an serve two or nore counties, the award of
awarcing i ncentives to regional child devel opnent boards
eoattions, and the issuance of issuing waivers

(f)tH- The Agency for Workforce | nnovati on Forida

Partnership—For—Schoot—Readiness shall have all powers
necessary to adnini ster ecarry—out—the—purposes—of this

section, including, but not limted to, the power to receive

and accept grants, |oans, or advances of funds from any public
or private agency and to receive and accept from any source
contributions of noney, property, |abor, or any other thing of
val ue, to be held, used, and applied for the purposes of this
secti on.

(g) Except as otherwi se provided by | aw, the Agency

for Workforce | nnovation does not have authority:

1. To inpose requirenents on a child care or early

chi | dhood education provi der that does not deliver services

under a school readi ness programor receive state or federa

funds under this section

2. To administer powers and duties assigned to the

Departnent of Education or a regional child devel opnent board

under part V of chapter 1002.
(h) M- The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation Forida

Partnershi-p—For—Schoot—Readiness shall have a budget for the
school readi ness system which and shall be financed through

an annual appropriation nade for purposes of this section
purpose in the General Appropriations Act.

(i) fn)y The Agency for Workforce Innovation, with the
advice of the Florida Child Devel opnent Advi sory Council,
pattnership shall coordinate the efforts toward schoo
readiness in this state and provi de i ndependent policy

39
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anal yses and recomendations to the Governor, the State Board
of Education, and the Legislature.
(j)€te)r Each regional child devel opnent board's Fhe
o b I . I | o
Edueation—a—systemfor—measuring school readi ness program—the
system nust, at a mnimum enhance the age-appropriate
progress of each child in the devel opnent of +retutde—a—uni-form
g whi-ch—shah d o . I r t he
fol | owi ng expeetations—fo+r school readiness skills whieh—shat
nettde- .
1. TFhe—ehitd~s | mmuni zati ons and other health
requi rements as necessary, including appropriate vision and

heari ng screening and exani nati ons.

2. The—ehit+d—s Physical devel opnent.

3. The—ehit+d-s Conpliance with rules, lintations, and
routines.
Fhe—chitd——s Ability to performtasks.
Fhe—-ehitd-s Interactions with adults.
Fhe—chitd~—s Interactions with peers.
Fhe—chitd—s Ability to cope with chall enges.
Fhe—chitd—s Self-help skills.

9. The—ehitd-s Ability to express the child' s his—o+
her needs.

10. Fhe—ehitd—s Verbal communication skills.

11. Fhe—-ehitd~—s Probl em sol ving skills.

12. Fhe—-enhitd-s Fol |l owi ng of verbal directions.

13. Fhe—ehit+d-s Denpnstration of curiosity,
persi stence, and exploratory behavi or

14. Fhe—-ehitd-s Interest in books and other printed
mat eri al s.

15. Fhe—ehitd~s Paying attention to stories.

40
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1 16. Fhe—-ehitd—s Participation in art and nusic

2| activities.

3 17. “Fhe—-ehitds Ability to identify colors, geonetric
4 | shapes, letters of the al phabet, nunbers, and spatial and

5| tenporal relationships.

6 py—TFhe—partnership—shalH—prepare—aptan—for

7| i . I F . hool r . I
8 I L ehitd . " " I I »

9 . s hed] I " I I

10 . . . .

11

12

13

19 | di-sabitities—

20 (k) t&) The Agency for Workforce |nnovation partnership
21| shall conduct studies and planning activities related to the
22 | overall inmprovenent and effectiveness of the outcone sehool
23 | reatiness neasures adopted by the agency for school readi ness
24 | prograns.

25 (1) The Agency for Workforce I nnovation, with the

26 | advice of the Florida Child Devel opnent Advi sory Council

27 | shall adopt and adninister a quality-assurance system The
28 | Agency for Wirkforce | nnovation shall use the

29 | quality-assurance systemto nonitor and eval uate the

30 | performance of each regional child devel opnment board in

31| adnmini stering the school readiness program and inpl enenting

41
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the board's school readi ness plan. The quality-assurance

systemnust include, at a mninum onsite nonitoring of each

board' s finances, nmnagenent, operations, and prograns.

(m The Agency for Wbrkforce I nnovation, with the

advice of the Florida Child Devel opnent Advi sory Council,

shal|l identify best practices of regional child devel opnent

boards in order to inprove the outcones of school readiness

progr ans.

(n) sy The Agency for Wirkforce |nnovation partnership

shal |l submit an annual report of its activities conducted

under this section to the Governor, the executive director of
the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation, the President of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

mnority | eaders of both houses of the Legislature. In
addition, the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation's partrnership-s
reports and recomendati ons shall be nade available to the
State Board of Education, the Florida Child Devel opnent

Advi sory Council,other appropriate state agenci es and

entities, district school boards, central agencies fer—chitd
eare, and county health departnents. The annual report nust
provi de an anal ysis of school readiness activities across the
state, including the nunber of children who were served in the
prograns and—the—nurber—of—chi-tdren—who—were—+eady—for—schootl-.
(0) t+)> The Agency for Wirkforce |nnovation partnership
shall work with regional child devel opnent boards sechooet
readiness——coakHt+onRs to increase parents' training for and
i nvolvenent in their children's preschool education and to

provide fanmily literacy activities and prograns.

42
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(5) CREATION OF REG ONAL CHI LD DEVELOPMENT BOARDS

SCHOOL—REABPHNESS—COALHTFHONS. - -

(a) Regional child devel opnent boards Seheot—reatiness
coati-tioens. - -

1. The Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation, with the

advice of the Florida Child Devel opnent Advi sory Counci

created under s. 1002.71, shall establish the m ni rum nunber

of children younger than kindergarten eligibility to be served

by each regional child devel opment board through the board's

school readi ness program The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

may only approve school readi ness plans in accordance with

this m ni mum nunber. The m ni nrum nunber nust be uniformfor

every regional child devel opnent board and nust:

a. Permt 30 or fewer boards to be established; and

b. Require each board to serve at |east 1,500 children

younger than kindergarten eligibility as defined in s.
1002. 51.

Each regional child devel opnent board shall be organized in

accordance with this subparagraph by January 1, 2005. By June

30, 2005, each board nmust conplete the transfer of powers,

duties, functions, rules, records, personnel, property, and

unexpended bal ances of appropriations, allocations, and other

funds to the successor board, if applicable.
43
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1 2.+~ If a regional child devel opnent board eeatitien—=s
2 | ptan woul d serve fewer ftess—than—4060birth-—to-—kindergarten—age
3| children than the m ni nrum nunber established under

4 | subparagraph 1., the board eealtion nust erther join with

5| another county to forma mnulticounty board eeattien—enter—an
6 et T I I

7 H-ti-en- I I N R

8 | etfeectively—and—efiHtetrentty—inpterent—its——plan—as—a

9 | sthagte—county—coat-tron—andreet—aH—r+egured—performance

10 | standards—and—outcore—reasdres.

11 3. Each regional child devel opnent board shall be

12 | conposed of at |east 18 nenbers but not nore than 35 nenbers.
13 | The Agency for Workforce I nnovation, with the advice of the
14 | Florida Child Devel opnent Advisory Council, shall adopt

15| standards establishing within this range the m ni nrum and

16 | maxi num nunber of nenbers that nay be appointed to a regiona
17 | child devel opnent board. These standards shall incl ude

18 | variations for a board serving a nulticounty region. Each

19 | regional child devel opnent board nust conply with these

20 | standards.

21 4. The CGovernor shall appoint the chair and two ot her
22 | nenbers of each regional child devel opnment board, who nust

23 | each neet the sane qualifications as private-sector business
24 | nenbers appoi nted by the board under subparagraph 6.

25 5.2~ Each regional child devel opnent board eeattien
26 | shatH—have—at—teast—18but—not—rore—than—25renrbers—and-—such
27 | rerbers nust include the foll owi ng nenbers:

28 a. A Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

29 | district administrator or his or her designee who is

30 | authorized to nake deci sions on behalf of the departnent.

31
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b. A district superintendent of schools or his or her
desi gnee who is authorized to nmake deci sions on behalf of the
district.

c. A regional workforce developrrent board executive
ehatr—or director or his or her desi gnee;—where—apptiecabte.

d. A county health departnent director or his or her

desi gnee.

e. Achildren's services council or juvenile welfare
board chair or executive director, if applicable.

f. An agency head of a |ocal ehitd—eare |icensing
agency as defined in s. 402. 302, where applicabl e heat.

g. A president of a community college or his or her

desi gnee.

h. One nenber appointed by a board of county
conmi ssi oners.

L I . II r . ool .

i.f— A central ehitd—eare agency adm nistrator, where
appl i cabl e.

| . k= A Head Start director

K.+ A representative of private child care
providers,including famly day care hones.

|.m A representative of faith-based child care
provi ders.
m A representative of a programserving children with

disabilities under the federal Individuals with Disabilities

Educati on Act.

6. Including the nenbers appointed by the Governor
under subparagraph 4.,nore than one-third of the eeattion
nmenbers of each regional child devel opnent board nust be

45
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private-sector business nenbers who do not have, and none of

whose relatives as defined in s. 112.3143 has, a substanti al

financial interest in the design or delivery of the Florida

Pr eki ndergarten Educati on Program created under part V of
chapter 1002 or the board's school readiness program fromthe
. ’ I et I bt et

afr—tnecore—fromthe—earty—educaton—antd—chitd—ecare—industry. To
neet this requirenment a regional child devel opnent board
eoatt+on nmust appoi nt additional nenbers froma |list of

nom nees subnitted presented to the board eeatit+oen by a
chanber of comrerce or econom ¢ devel opnent council within the
geogr aphi c regi on served by area—of the board eeal+tioen. The
Agency for Workforce I nnovation shall adopt criteria for the

appoi nt nent of private-sector business nenbers. These criteria

nmust include standards for determ ning whether a nenber or

relative has a substantial financial interest in the design or

delivery of the Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program or

the board's school readi ness program

7.3— A Ne nmenber of a regional child devel opnent board

coatt+oen may not appoint a designee to act in his or her

pl ace. A nenber may send a representative to board eeattion
neetings, but that representative does not wit++ have ne voting
privileges. Wen a district superintendent of schools or a
district adm nistrator for the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services appoints a designee to a regional child

devel opnent board sehoot—readiness—eoealition, the designee is
wH—be the voting menber of the board eeal+tion, and any

i ndi vidual attending in the designee's hrs—or—her pl ace
including the district administrator or superintendent, does

not w—H- have ne voting privil eges.
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1 8. 4~ Each nenber Merbers of a regional child

2 | devel opnent board i s the—eeattioen—are subject to s. 112,313,
3|s. 112.3135, and s. 112. 3143 the—ethiecs—provistons—+n—part—H+
4 | ef—ehapter—312. For purposes of s. 112.3143(3)(a), each nenber
5]is alocal public officer who nust abstain fromvoting when a
6| voting conflict exists.

7 9.5~ For the purposes of tort liability, each nmenber

8 | or enployee of a regional child devel opnent board the—+enrbers
9 | ef—the—school—r+eadiness—ecoat-tion—and—+ts—enptoyees shall be
10 | governed by s. 768. 28.

11 10. 6~ A regional child devel opnent board serving a

12 | nulticounty regi on eeaHt+ens shall include representation

13 | from each county.

14 11. 7% Each regional child devel opnent board shal

15| establish Fhe terms for ef all appointed nenbers of the board.
16 | The terns eeatHtioen nust be staggered and nust be a uniform
17 | length that does not exceed 4 years per term Appointed

18 | nenbers nmay serve a maxi mum of two consecutive terns. \Wen a
19 | vacancy occurs in an appointed position, the board eeattion
20 | must advertise the vacancy.

21 (b) Program participation.--The school readiness

22 | program shall be established for children younger than those
23| eligible for frembrrth—to5years—of—age—or—untit+—the—<chitd
24 | enters kindergarten as defined in s. 1002.51. The program

25| shall be administered by the regional child devel opnent board
26 | schoot—+eadiness—eoat+t+on. Wthin funding limtations, the
27 | regional child devel opnent board school—+eatdiness—ecoati-tion,
28 | along with all providers, shall nake reasonable efforts to

29 | accommpdat e t he needs of children for extended-day and

30 | extended-year services w thout conpronising the quality of the
31| program
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1 (c) Program expectations.--

2 1. The school readi ness program nust neet the

3| foll owi ng expectations:

4 a. The programnust, at a nininum enhance the

5| age- appropriate progress of each child in the devel opnent of
6 | the school readiness skills required under paragraph (4)(j)

7 hool—echitd il I

8 | tearnr, as neasured by the performance standards and outcone
9 | neasur es adopt ed eri+teria—estabH-shed by the Agency for

10 | Workforce | nnovati on Fe+rida—Partnership—For—Schoot—Readiness
11 b. The program nust provi de extended-day and

12 | ext ended-year services to the maxi num extent possible to neet
13 | the needs of parents who work.

14 c. There nmust be coordinated staff devel opnent and
15 | teachi ng opportuniti es.

16 d. There nust be expanded access to conmunity services
17 | and resources for famlies to help achi eve econonic

18 | sel f-sufficiency.

19 e. There nmust be a single point of entry and unified
20| waiting list. As used in this sub-subparagraph, the term

21 |"'single point of entry" neans an integrated informati on system
22 | that allows a parent to enroll his or her child in the schoo
23 | readi ness program at various | ocations throughout the county
24 | or multicounty region served by a regional child devel opnent
25| board, that nmay allow a parent to enroll his or her child by
26 | tel ephone or through an Internet website, and that uses a

27l unified waiting list to track eligible children waiting for
28 | enrollment in the school readiness program The Agency for

29 | Wrkforce Innovation shall establish a single statew de

30| information systemthat integrates each regional child

31
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devel opnent board's single point of entry, and each board nust

use the statew de system

f. The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovati on nust consi der

the access of eligible children to the school readi ness

program as denonstrated in part by waiting lists, before

approvi ng a proposed increase in paynent rates subnmitted by a

regi onal child devel opment board.

. I F " L eib Lot I
deerease—theprogrammust—serve—at—teast—as—+any——chitdren—as
I . e . ey

g. There nmust be a conmunity plan to address the needs

of all eligible children

h. The program nust neet all state licensing
gui del i nes, where applicabl e.

2. The regional child devel opnent board seheot
readiness—coakHti+on nust inplenent a conprehensi ve program of
school readi ness services that enhance the cognitive, social

and physi cal devel opnent of children to achieve the
perfornmance standards and outcone neasures adopted specified
by the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovati on partnership. At a

m ni nrum these prograns nmust contain the foll owi ng el enents:

a. Developnentally appropriate curriculumdesigned to
enhance the age-appropriate progress of children in attaining

t he performance standards adopted by the Agency for Wrkforce

| nnovati on under subparagraph (4)(d)S8.

b. A character devel opnent programto devel op basic
val ues.

Cc. An age-appropriate assessnent of each child's
devel opnent.
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1 d. A pretest adninistered to children when they enter
2| a programand a posttest adm nistered to children when they
3| l eave the program

4 e. An appropriate staff-to-children staff—to-echitd

5| ratio.

6 f. A healthy heatthful and safe environnent.

7 g. A resource and referral network to assist parents
8 | in making an infornmed choice.

9 (d) Inplenentation.--

10 1. A regional child devel oprment board may not

11 | i npl enent the school readiness program is—to—be—phaset—it—
12 | until the board is authorized eeattiron—itnpterents—+ts—ptan-
13 | the—county—shatH—econtinue—torecetve—theservieces—identified
14 | in—subseetion—(3)t hr ough the—var+ous—agencies—that—wotuted—be
15 | responstbte—for—det—veringthose—services—under—current—taw—
16 | Pran—inpterentation—+s—subjeet—to approval of the board's

17 | school readi ness eeattien—and—+the plan by the Agency for

18 | Workforce | nnovati on Fe+rida—Partnership—Ffor—School—Readiness.
19 2. Each regional child devel opnent board sechoot

20 | reatiness——coakt+on shall develop a plan for inplenenting the
21 | school readiness programto neet the requirenents of this

22 | section and the performance standards and out cone neasures
23 | adopt ed estabtished by the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation
24 | partnership. $he—p%aﬁ—ﬁﬁs%—#ﬁe%ude—a—Wf#%%eﬁ—desefrp%#eﬁ—eF
25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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chi-+d—care—prograns,—and—teen—parent—prograns—The pl an nust

al so denonstrate how the programw || ensure that each
3-year-old and 4-year-old child in a publicly funded schoo

r eadi ness program recei ves schedul ed activities and

i nstruction designed to enhance the age-appropriate progress

of the prepare children in attaining the perfornmance standards

adopted by the Agency for Wbrkforce | nnovation under
subpar agr aph (4) (d) 8 te—enter—kindergarten—ready—to—tearn.

Bef ore Prior—to i nplenentation of the school readi ness
program the regional child devel opnent board schoot—+eadiness
eoatti+on nmust subnit the plan to the Agency for Wrkforce

| nnovati on partnership for approval. The Agency for Wrkforce

| nnovati on partnership nay approve the plan, reject the plan
or approve the plan with conditions. The Agency for Wrkforce

| nnovat i on Ferida—Partnership—For—School—Readiness shal

revi ew school readi ness esatt+on plans at | east annually.

3. |If the Agency for Wirkforce | nnovation deternines

during the annual review of school readiness plans, or through

noni tori ng and perfornmance eval uati ons conducted under the

gual i ty-assurance system that a regional child devel opnent

board has not substantially inplenented its plan or has not

substantially net the perfornmance standards and out cone

neasur es adopted by the agency, the Agency for Wrkforce

| nnovation may reject the board's plan and contract with a

gualified entity to continue school readi ness services in the

board's county or multicounty region until the board is

reest abl i shed t hrough resubmn ssion of a school readi ness pl an

and approval by the agency.

4.3— The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation, with the

advice of the Florida Child Devel opnent Advi sory Council,

shal | adopt criteria for the approval of school readi ness
51
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plans. The criteria nmust be consistent with the perfornance

st andar ds and out cone neasures adopted by the agency and nust

requi re each approved plan to fer—the—sechoot—readiness—program

fust i nclude the foll owi ng m ni mum st andards and provi si ons:

a. A sliding fee scale establishing a copaynent for
parents based upon their ability to pay, which is the sane for
all program providers, to be inplenented and reflected in each
progranm s budget.

b. A choice of settings and locations in |licensed,
regi stered, religious-exenpt, or school -based prograns to be
provided to parents.

c. Instructional staff who have conpleted the training
course as required in s. 402.305(2)(d)1., as well as staff who
have additional training or credentials as required by the
Agency for Workforce | nnovati on partnersthip. The plan nust
provide a nethod for assuring the qualifications of al

personnel in all program settings.

d. Specific eligibility priorities for children within
the regional child devel opnent board's eeatt+oen—s county or
nmul ticounty region in accordance with purstant—toe subsection

(6).

e. Performance standards and outcone neasures adopted
estabtshed by the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation partrnership
or—atternati-veby—standards—and—outcorre—freasures—to—be—used

ott-core—Heasures.

f. Paynent Retwburserment rates adopted that—have—been
devetoped by the regional child devel opnent board and approved
by the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovati on eeattioen. Paynent
Reirburserent rates shall not have the effect of linmiting
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parental choice or creating standards or |evels of services
t hat have not been authorized by the Legi sl ature.

g. Systens support services, including a centra
agency, child care resource and referral, eligibility
determ nations, training of providers, and parent support and
i nvol verrent .

h. Direct enhancenment services to famlies and
children. System support and direct enhancenent services shal
be in addition to paynents for the placenent of children in
school readi ness prograns.

i. The A business organi zation of the regional child
devel opnent board ptan, which nust include the board's
articles of incorporation and bylaws if the board is organi zed

as a corporation. If the board is not organized as a

corporation or other business entity, the plan nust include
the contract with a fiscal sechool—readiness agent H—the
coatt+en—+snet—ategaty—established—corporate—entity. A
regi onal child devel opnent board €eabiti+ens nmay contract with
ot her regional child devel opnent boards eeatit+ons to achieve
efficiency in nulticounty mutipte-eeunty services, and these
steh contracts nay be part of the board' s school readi ness
coatHton—s—bustness plan

j. Strategies to neet the needs of unique popul ations,

such as migrant workers.

As part of the school readiness plan, the regional child

devel opnent board eeakt+ent nmay request the Governor to apply
for a waiver to allow the board eeatitien to adm nister the
Head Start Programto acconplish the purposes of the schoo

readi ness program |f a any school readiness plan
denonstrat es can—denpnstrate that specific statutory goals may
53
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eanr be achi eved nore effectively by using procedures that
require nodification of existing rules, policies, or
procedures, a request for a waiver to the Agency for Wrkforce
| nnovati on partnership nay be subnmitted made as part of the

pl an. Upon review, the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

parthnership may grant the proposed nodification
5.4 Persons with an early chil dhood teaching

certificate may provide support and supervision to other staff
in the school readiness program

6.5~ A regional child devel opnent board Fhe—<coattioen
may not inplenent its school readiness plan until the board ++

submits the plan to and receives approval fromthe Agency for
Wr kforce Innovation partrership. Once the plan is has—been
approved, the plan and the services provided under the plan

shall be controlled by the regional child devel opnent board
e I I I I . I .

The plan shall be reviewed and revi sed as necessary, but at

| east biennially. A regional child devel opnent board may not

i npl erent the revisions until the board submits the revised

plan to and receives approval fromthe Agency for Wrkforce

I nnovation. |If the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation rejects a

revised plan, the board nust continue to operate under its

prior approved pl an.
7.6- Sections Fhe—fotHoewngstatutes—wH—rnot—appty—to
recal—coations—wth—approved—ptans—ss+—125. 901( 2) (a) 3.
411. 221, and 411.232 do not apply to a regional child
devel opnent board with an approved school readi ness plan. To

facilitate innovative practices and to all ow the regi ona

tecal establishnent of school readiness prograns, a regiona

chil d devel opnent board seheot—reatiness—coatt+oen may apply

to the Governor and Cabinet for a waiver of, and the Governor
54
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1| and Cabi net nmay wai ve, any of the provisions of ss. 411.223,
2| 411.232, and 1003.54,if the waiver is necessary for

3| inplenmentation of the board' s eeatHtioRr—s school readi ness

4| pl an.

5 8.7- Two or nore counties may join for purposes the

6 | purpose of planning and inplenenting a school readiness

7 | program

8 9.8~ A regional child devel opnent board eealt+oen may,
9 | subject to approval by ef the Agency for Wirkforce |Innovation
10 | partnership as part of the board's school readiness

11 | eeakt+oen—s plan, receive subsidized child care funds for al
12 | children eligible for any federal subsidized child care

13 | progr am ant—be—the—provider—of—theprogramservieces.

14 10. 9+ A regional child devel opnent board may

15 | Coattttoens—are—authorized—+to enter into nultiparty contracts
16 | with nmulticounty service providers in order to neet the needs
17 | of uni que popul ati ons such as mi grant workers.

18 (e) Requests for proposals; payment schedul e. --

19 1. Atteast—onece—every3—years,—beginningJuby—1-

20 | 2684-Each regi onal child devel opment board eeattioen nmust

21| conply with fetHeowthe—conpetitiveprocurenent—regurenrents—of
22| s. 287.057 for the procurenent of combdities or contractua
23 | services fromthe funds described in paragraph (9)(d) secheot
24 | reatiness—prograns. The period of a contract for purchase of
25| these commodities or contractual services, together with any
26 | renewal of the original contract, may not exceed 3 years.

27 2. Each regional child devel opnent board eeattion
28 | shall adopt develop a paynent schedul e that enconpasses al

29 | prograns funded by the board under this section that

30 | ecatition. The paynent schedul e nust take into consideration
31| the relevant market rate, nust include the projected nunber of
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children to be served, and nust be submitted for approval by
to the Agency for Wirkforce | nnovation partnership—For
afermat+on. Informal child care arrangenents shall be
rei mbursed at not nore than 50 percent of the rate devel oped
for a famly day care hone ehitdeare

(f) Requirements relating to fiscal agents.--1f a
regi onal child devel opnent board the+tecal——coattion is not a
| egally organi zed as a corporation or other business

estabH-shed—corporate entity, the board eeatHtioen nust

designate a fiscal agent, which nmay be a public entity or a

private nonprofit organization. The fiscal agent nust shalt—be
reguired—to provide financial and administrative services
under ptrstant—te a contract er—agreefent- with the regi ona
chil d devel opnent board seheot—readiness—coati-tion. The fisca
agent may not provide direct early chil dhood education or

child care services; however, a fiscal agent may provide those
steh services upon witten request of the regional child

devel opnent board eeakt+err to the Agency for Wrkforce

| nnovati on partrership and upon the approval of the steh
request by the agency partnership. The cost of the financial
and admini strative services shall be negotiated between the

fiscal agent and the regional child devel opnent board sechoot
readiness—coakt+on. If the fiscal agent is a provider of
early chil dhood education and child care prograns, the

contract nust specify that the fiscal agent shall wt+ act on
policy direction fromthe regional child devel opnent board
coatit+oen and nust wiH- not receive policy direction fromits
own corporate board regardi ng di sbursal of the regional child
devel opnent board's eeatti+oen funds. The fiscal agent shal

di sburse funds in accordance with the regional child

devel opnent board' s approved eeattiof school readi ness plan
56
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1| and based on billing and di sbursenent procedures approved by

2 | the Agency for Workforce |Innovati on parthership. The fisca

3| agent nust conformto all data-reporting requirenents

4 | established by the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

5 | partnership.

6 (g) Evaluation and annual report.--Each regional child
7 | devel opnent board sechoet—+eadiness—coatt+on shall conduct an
8 | evaluation of the effectiveness of the school readiness

9 | program including performance standards and out cone neasures,
10 | and shall provide an annual report and fiscal statenment to the
11 | Agency for Workforce |nnovati on Hetrida—Partrnership—for—School
12 | Readiness. This report nust conformto the content and format
13 | specifications set by the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

14 | Hertda—Partnership—For—School—Readiness. The Agency for

15 | Workforce | nnovati on partrhership nust include an anal ysis of
16 | the regional child devel opment board's eeattioen reports in

17 | the agency's +ts annual report.

18 (6) PROGRAM ELIABILITY.--Each regional child

19 | devel opnent board's Fhe school readi ness program shall be

20 | established for children younger than those eligible for under
21 | the—age—of kindergarten as defined in s. 1002.51 eHgibitity.
22 | Priority for participation in the school readi ness program

23| shall be given to children age 3 years to school entry who are
24 | served by the Fanily Safety Program O fice of the Departnent
25| of Children and Fanily Services or a community-based | ead

26 | agency under purstant—te chapter 39 and for whomchild care is
27 | needed to mninize risk of further abuse, neglect, or

28 | abandonnent. O her eligible populations include children who
29 | neet one or nore of the following criteria:

30 (a) Children under the age of kindergarten eligibility
31 | who are:
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1. Children determned to be at risk of abuse,

neglect, or exploitation who are currently clients of the

Fam |y Safety Program Ofice of the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services, but who are not otherw se given priority

under this subsection

2.+ Children at risk of welfare dependency, including
econom cal |l y di sadvantaged children, children of participants
in the welfare transition program children of m grant
farmworkers, and children of teen parents.

3.2~ Children of working families whose famly incone
does not exceed 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

4.3 Children for whomthe state is paying a relative
caregi ver payment under s. 39.5085.

(b) Three-year-old children and 4-year-old children
who may not be economically di sadvant aged but who have
disabilities, have been served in a specific part-tine or
conbi nati on of part-tine exceptional education prograns with
requi red special services, aids, or equipnent, and were
previously reported for funding part tine with the Florida
Educati on Fi nance Program as exceptional students.

(c) Econonically disadvantaged children, children with
disabilities, and children at risk of future school failure,
frombirth to 4 years of age, who are served at hone through
hone visitor prograns and intensive parent education prograns
steh—as—the—+orda—ti+st—Start—Program

(d) Children who neet federal and state eligibility
requi renents fer—eHgibiH+ty for the mgrant preschool program
but who do not neet the criteria of economcally
di sadvant aged.

58

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 3036
304-2471A-04

As used in this subsection, the termAn "economcally

di sadvant aged" child neans a child whose fam |y incone does
not exceed +s—betoew 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel
Not wi t hst andi ng any change in a famly's econonic status, but
subject to additional fanmily contributions in accordance with
the sliding fee scale, a child who neets the eligibility
requirements upon initial registration for the programremins
shatH—be—considered eligible until the child reaches
ki ndergarten eligibility as defined in s. 1002.51 age.

(7) PARENTAL CHO CE. - -

(a) The school readi ness program shall provide

parental choice through pursuant—te a purchase service order
that ensures, to the maxi mum extent possible, flexibility in
school readi ness prograns and paynent arrangenents. According
to federal regulations requiring parental choice, a parent nay
choose an informal child care arrangenent. The purchase order
nmust bear the nane of the beneficiary and the program provider
and, when redeened, nust bear the signature of both the
beneficiary and an authorized representative of the provider
(b) If it is determned that a provider has provided
any cash to the beneficiary in return for receiving the
purchase order, the regional child devel opnent board eeattion

or its fiscal agent shall refer the matter to the Division of
Publ i c Assistance Fraud for investigation.

(c) The office of the Chief Financial Oficer shal
establish an electronic transfer systemfor the disbursenent
of funds in accordance with this subsection. Each regi ona
chil d devel opnent board Seheot—reatiness—coa-tions shal
fully inplenent the electronic funds transfer systemwthin 2

years after ptan approval of the board's school readiness

59

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2004 CS for SB 3036
304-2471A-04

1| plan,unless a waiver is obtained fromthe Agency for

2 | Wrkforce | nnovati on patrtnership.

3 (8) STANDARDS; OQUTCOME MEASURES. --All publicly funded
4 | school readiness programs nust shatH—berequired—+te neet the
5| performance standards and out cone neasures adopted devetoped
6 | and—approved by the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

7 | partnership. The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation shall consult
8| with the Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and Gover nnent

9 | Account abi lity shaH—proevide—consuttation—to—the—partnership
10| in the devel opnent of the nmeasures and standards. These

11 | performance standards and outcone neasures shall apply be

12 | apptieabte on a statew de basis.

13 (9) FUNDI NG SCHOOL READI NESS PROGRAM - -

14 (a) It is the intent of this section to establish an
15 ] integrated and quality seam ess service delivery systemfor
16 | all publicly funded early chil dhood educati on and child care
17 | prograns operating in this state.

18 (b) Netw-thstanting—s—206-50+

19 1. The Agency for Workforce Innovation shal

20 | admi ni ster school readi ness funds, plans, and policies

21 | pursuant—to—the—contract—wth—theFHorida—+Partnership—for

22 | Schoot—Readiness and shall prepare and submit a unified budget
23 | request for the school readi ness system proegram in accordance
24 | with chapter 216.

25 2. Al instructions to regional child devel opnent

26 | boards for the administration of this section tecal—sehoot

27 | reatiness——coakti+oens shall emanate fromthe Agency for

28 | Workforce Innovation in accordance with the pursuant—to

29 | policies of the Legisl ature—ptans—of—theFHorida—+Partnership
30 | for—Sehool—Readiness,—and—t+he—coentract—betweentheFHorida

31 | Partnershipfor—School—Reatiness—and—the—agency.
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(c) The Agency for Workforce Innovation shall adopt
prepare a fornul a ptan—that——provides for the allocation anong
the regional child devel opnent boards ¢ist+ibution—and
expenditure of all state and federal school readi ness funds
for children participating in public or private schoo

r eadi ness prograns based upon ani equity and perfornmance

funding—formuta. The all ocation formul a nust ptan——shat be

submtted to the Governor and the Legisl ative Budget

Conmmi ssi on. Upon approval, the Legislative Budget Conm ssion
shal | authorize the allocation transfer of funds by te the
Agency for Workforce I nnovation fer—distribution i n accordance

W th the—provistoens—oef the allocation formula.
(d) Al state funtds—budgeted—For—a—county—for—the
e ed I . 3y o P
I ey T, . ey .
the—ameunt—as—determined—by—thepartnership, ab- federal,

funds and required | ocal naintenance-of-effort or nmatching

funds provided to a regional child devel opnent board fer—a

PI : : | :

atdi-t-onal—ftunds—appropriated—or—obtained for purposes of this
sectionysshall be used by t+ransferredfor—thebenefit—of the

board eeakt+enr for inplenentation of its school readi ness

plan, including the hiring of staff to effectively operate the
board' s eeakHtien—s school readi ness program As part of plan
approval and periodic plan review, the Agency for Wrkforce
| nnovati on partnership shall require that adnministrative costs
be kept to the mininmum necessary for efficient and effective

admi ni stration of the school readi ness plan, but total

admi ni strative expenditures nust shatH- not exceed 5 percent

unl ess specifically waived by the Agency for Wrkforce

| nnovati on partnership. The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation
61
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pattnership shall annually report to the Legislature any
problens relating to adnministrative costs.

(e) The Agency for Wirkforce | nnovation partnership
shall annually distribute, to a maxi num extent practicable,

all eligible funds provided under this section as block grants
to the regional child devel opment boards. assist——coeattirons—in

. : : I : el ¥ :
" o Cation—td i
I e i o I iy I .
. . v . ;
hit { cehool ; .

(f) State funds appropriated for the school readi ness

program nay not be used for the construction of new facilities
or the purchase of buses. The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation
patrtnership shall present to the Legislature recommendati ons
for providing necessary transportation services for schoo

r eadi ness prograns.

(g) Al cost savings and all revenues received through
a mandatory sliding fee scale shall be used to help fund each
regi onal child devel opnent board's the—+eecal school readiness

progr am
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18

19
20 .
21 (10) (2> CONFLI CTI NG PROVISIONS. --1n the event of a
22 | conflict between the—provistons—of this section and federa
23 | requirenents, the federal requirenents shall control
24 (11) (33) PLACEMENTS. - - Not Wi t hst andi ng any ot her
25| provision of this section to the contrary, anrtd—fer—fiscat—year
26 | 2603-20064—ontythe first children to be placed in the schoo
27 | readi ness program shall be those fromfanilies receiving
28 | tenmporary cash assistance and subject to federal work
29 | requi renments. Subsequent placenents shall be made in
30 | accordance with subsection (6)pursvant—te—the—provisions—of
31 | this—section—This—subsection—expirres—Juty—1—26064.
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Section 3. FEffective July 1, 2004, paragraph (a) of
subsection (3) of section 11.45, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

11.45 Definitions; duties; authorities; reports;
rul es. --

(3) AUTHORITY FOR AUDI TS AND OTHER ENGAGEMENTS. - -

(a) The Auditor Ceneral may, by ptrsuant—toe his or her
own authority, or at the direction of the Legislative Auditing
Committee, conduct audits or other engagenents as detern ned
appropriate by the Auditor General of:

1. The accounts and records of any governnental entity
created or established by | aw

2. The information technol ogy prograns, activities,
functions, or systens of any governnental entity created or
establ i shed by | aw.

3. The accounts and records of any charter schoo
created or established by | aw

4. The accounts and records of any direct-support
organi zation or citizen support organization created or
establ i shed by | aw. The Auditor Ceneral may is—atthorized—+to
require and receive any records fromthe direct-support
organi zation or citizen support organization, or fromits
i ndependent auditor.

5. The public records associated with any
appropriation nade by the General Appropriations Act to a
nongover nnent al agency, corporation, or person. Al records of
a nongover nnment al agency, corporation, or person for wth
respeet—to the recei pt and expenditure of the stuech—an
appropriation are shaH—be public records and shall be treated
in the same nmanner as other public records are under genera
| aw.
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6. State financial assistance provided to any nonstate
entity.

7. The Tobacco Settl enent Financing Corporation
created under pursuant—to s. 215. 56005.

8. The Florida Virtual School created pursuant to s.
1002. 37.

9. Any purchases of federal surplus lands for use as
sites for correctional facilities as described in s. 253.037.

10. Enterprise Florida, Inc., including any of its
boards, advisory committees, or simlar groups created by
Enterprise Florida, Inc., and prograns. The audit report nmay
not reveal the identity of any person who has anonynously nade
a donation to Enterprise Florida, Inc., under ptrstant—toe this
subparagraph. The identity of a donor or prospective donor to
Enterprise Florida, Inc., who desires to remai n anonynous and

all information identifying the suelh donor or prospective
donor are confidential and exenpt from the—provistoens—of s.
119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution. The

Sueh anonymity shall be nmaintained in the auditor's report.

11. The Florida Devel opnent Finance Corporation or the
capital devel opnent board or the prograns or entities created
by the board. The audit or report may not reveal the identity
of any person who has anonynously nmade a donation to the board
under pturstant—toe this subparagraph. The identity of a donor
or prospective donor to the board who desires to renmain
anonyrmous and all information identifying the steh donor or
prospective donor are confidential and exenpt from the
provistoens—of s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State
Constitution. The Suweh anonynmity shall be naintained in the
auditor's report.
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12. The records pertaining to the use of funds from
voluntary contributions on a notor vehicle registration
application or on a driver's license application authorized
under ptrstant—te ss. 320. 023 and 322. 081

13. The records pertaining to the use of funds from
the sale of specialty license plates described in chapter 320.

14. The transportation corporations under contract
with the Departnent of Transportation that are acting on
behal f of the state to secure and obtain rights-of-way for
urgently needed transportation systens and to assist in the
pl anni ng and desi gn of the sueh systens under purstant—te ss.
339. 401- 339. 421.

15. The acquisitions and divestitures related to the
Fl ori da Communities Trust Program created under ptrstant—to
chapt er 380.

16. The Florida Water Pollution Control Financing
Corporation created under purstant—te s. 403. 1837.

17. The school readi ness system including the
regi onal child devel opnent boards, Herida—+Partrership—tor
Sehoot—Readiness created under purstant—te s. 411.01

18. The Florida Special Disability Trust Fund
Fi nanci ng Cor poration created under purstant—te s. 440. 49.

19. Workforce Florida, Inc., or the prograns or

entities created by Workforce Florida, Inc., created under
ptrstant—toe s. 445. 004.

20. The corporation defined in s. 455.32 which that is
under contract with the Departnent of Business and
Prof essi onal Regul ation to provide admnistrative,
i nvestigative, exam nation, |licensing, and prosecutorial
support services in accordance w th the—previstons—of s.
455.32 and the practice act of the relevant profession
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21. The Florida Engi neers Managenent Corporation
created under pursuant—to chapter 471

22. The Investnment Fraud Restoration Financing
Corporation created under purstant—te chapter 517.

23. The books and records of any permthol der that
conducts race neetings or jai alai exhibitions under chapter
550.

24. The corporation defined in part Il of chapter 946,
cited known as the Prison Rehabilitative Industries and
Diversified Enterprises, Inc., or PRIDE Enterprises.

Section 4. Subsections (3) and (6) of section 20. 15,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

20.15 Department of Education.--There is created a
Depart nent of Educati on.

(3) DIVISIONS. --The follow ng divisions of the
Departnent of Education are establi shed:

(a) Division of Community Coll eges.

(b) Division of Public Schools.

(c) Division of Colleges and Universities.

(d) Division of Vocational Rehabilitation.

(e) Division of Blind Services.

(f) Division of Early Chil dhood Educati on

(6) COUNCI LS AND COW TTEES. - - Not wi t hst andi ng any

afything—contarned—n law to the contrary, the conm ssioner

shal | appoint all nenbers of all councils and committees of

t he Departnment of Education, except for the Commission for
I ndependent Educati on, and the Educati on Practices Conmi ssion,
and the Florida Child Devel opnent Advi sory Counci l

Section 5. Effective July 1, 2004, subsection (2) of
section 20.50, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
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20.50 Agency for Wrkforce Innovation.--There is
created the Agency for Workforce Innovation within the
Depart nent of Managenent Services. The agency shall be a
separate budget entity, and the director of the agency shal
be the agency head for all purposes. The agency shall not be
subject to control, supervision, or direction by the
Depart nent of Managenent Services in any manner, including,
but not |linmted to, personnel, purchasing, transactions
i nvolving real or personal property, and budgetary matters.

(2) The Agency for Workforce Innovation is shat—be
t he destgnated adm nistrative agency designated for receipt of
federal workforce devel opnent grants and ot her federal funds.
The agency—and shall adnini ster earry—out the duties and
responsibilities assigned by the Governor under each federa
grant assigned to the agency. The agency shall be a separate
budget entity and shall expend each revenue source as provided
by federal and state | aw and as provided in plans devel oped by
and agreenents with Workforce Florida, Inc. The agency shal
prepare and subnit as a separate budget entity a unified
budget request for workforce devel opnent, in accordance with
chapter 216 for, and in conjunction with, Wrkforce Florida,
Inc., and its board. The head of the agency is the director of
Wor kf orce | nnovation, who shall be appointed by the Governor
The accountability and reporting functions of the agency shal
be admi nistered by the director or his or her designee.
tretuded—+n These functions shall include are budget
managenent, financial nmanagenent, audit, perfornmance

managenent standards and controls, assessing outcones of
service delivery, and financial admnistration of workforce
prograns under purstant—to s. 445.004(5) and (9). W-thin—the

ageney-s—overaH—organizational—struecture,-The agency shal
68
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include the following offices within its organi zati ona

structure, which shall have the specified responsibilities:

(a) The Ofice of Wrkforce Services shall admnister
t he unenpl oynent conpensation program the Rapid Response
program the Work OQpportunity Tax Credit program the Alien
Labor Certification program and any other prograns that are
delivered directly by agency staff rather than through the
one-stop delivery system The office shall be directed by the
Deputy Director for Wrkforce Services, who shall be appointed
by and serve at the pleasure of the director

(b) The Ofice of Program Support and Accountability
shal |l administer state nerit systemprogramstaff within the
wor kf orce service delivery system under the pursuant—to
policies of Wrrkforce Florida, Inc. The office is shatt—be
responsi ble for delivering services through the one-stop
delivery systemand for ensuring that participants in welfare
transition prograns receive case managenent services,
di versi on assi stance, support services, including stubst+dized
child care and transportati on services, Medicaid services, and
transition assistance to enable themto succeed in the
wor kf orce. The office is shatt al so be responsi ble for program
gual ity assurance, grants and contract nanagenent,
contracting, financial managenent, and reporting. The office
shal |l be directed by the Deputy Director for Program Support
and Accountability, who shall be appointed by and serve at the
pl easure of the director. The office is shatt—be responsible
for:

1. Establishing nonitoring, quality assurance, and
qual ity inprovenment systens that routinely assess the quality
and effectiveness of contracted prograns and services.
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2. Annual review of each regional workforce board and
adm ni strative entity to ensure that adequate systens of
reporting and control are in place; that;—and nonitoring,
gual ity assurance, and quality inprovenent activities are
conducted routinely;;and that corrective action is taken to
el i mi nate deficiencies.

(c) The Ofice of Child Devel opment shall admi nister
t he school readi ness systemin accordance with s. 411.01. The
office shall be directed by the Deputy Director for Child

Devel opnent, who shall be appointed by and serve at the

pl easure of the director
(d)tey The O fice of Agency Support Services is shatH
be responsi ble for procurenent, human resource services, and

i nformation services including delivering information on | abor
mar kets, enpl oynent, occupations, and performance, and shal

i mpl erent and maintain information systens that are required
for the effective operation of the one-stop delivery system
and the school readi ness servieces system including, but not
limted to, those systens described in s. 445.009. The office
shal | wH+ be directed by under—the—direetion—of the Deputy
Director for Agency Support Services, who shall be appointed
by and serve at the pleasure of the director. The office is
shatH—be responsi ble for establi shing:

1. Information systens and controls that report
reliable, tinely and accurate fiscal and performance data for
assessi ng outconmes, service delivery, and financi al
adm ni stration of workforce prograns under purstant—toe s.

445, 004(5) and (9).

2. Information systens that support service
i ntegration and case managenent by providing for case tracking
for participants in welfare transition prograns.
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1 3. Information systens that support the schoo

2 | readi ness syst em setrviees.

3 (e) td)y The Unenpl oyment Appeal s Conmi ssion, authorized
4| by s. 443.012, is shatt not be subject to the control

5| supervision, or direction by the Agency for Wrkforce

6 | Innovation in the performance of its powers and duties but

7| shall receive any and all support and assi stance fromthe

8 | agency that is may—be required for the performance of its

9| duties.

10 Section 6. Effective July 1, 2004, paragraph (b) of
11 | subsection (1) of section 125.901, Florida Statutes, is

12 | anended to read:

13 125.901 Children's services; independent speci al

14 | district; council; powers, duties, and functions.--

15 (1) Each county may by ordi nance create an i ndependent
16 | special district, as defined in ss. 189.403(3) and

17 | 200.001(8)(e), to provide funding for children's services

18 | t hroughout the county in accordance with this section. The

19 | boundaries of such district shall be coterm nous with the
20 | boundaries of the county. The county governi ng body shal
21| obtain approval, by a nmajority vote of those electors voting
22 | on the question, to annually |l evy ad val oremtaxes which shal
23 | not exceed the maximumnillage rate authorized by this
24 | section. Any district created pursuant to the provisions of
25| this subsection shall be required to levy and fix nillage
26 | subject to the provisions of s. 200.065. Once such nillage is
27 | approved by the electorate, the district shall not be required
28 | to seek approval of the electorate in future years to levy the
29 | previously approved nill age.
30 (b) However, any county as defined in s. 125.011(1)
31| may instead have a governing board consisting of 33 nenbers,
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i ncludi ng: the superintendent of schools; two representatives
of public postsecondary education institutions |ocated in the
county; the county manager or the equival ent county officer
the district adm nistrator fromthe appropriate district of
the Departnent of Children and Family Services, or the

adm ni strator's designee who is a nenber of the Senior
Managenent Service or the Sel ected Exenpt Service; the
director of the county health departnent or the director's
desi gnee; the state attorney for the county or the state
attorney's designee; the chief judge assigned to juvenile
cases, or another juvenile judge who is the chief judge's
desi gnee and who shall sit as a voting nenber of the board,
except that the judge nay not vote or participate in setting
ad val orem taxes under this section; an individual who is

sel ected by the board of the local United Way or its
equi val ent; a nenber of a locally recognized faith-based
coalition, selected by that coalition; a nenber of the |oca
chanber of comerce, selected by that chanber or, if nore than
one chanber exists within the county, a person selected by a
coalition of the |local chanbers; a nenber of the regiona
chil d devel opment board tecal—school—readiness——coatition

sel ected by that board eeoalition; a representative of a |abor
organi zation or union active in the county; a nenber of a

| ocal alliance or coalition engaged in cross-system planning
for health and social service delivery in the county, selected
by that alliance or coalition; a nenber of the |oca
Par ent - Teachers Associ ati on/ Par ent - Teacher - St udent
Associ ation, selected by that association; a youth
representative selected by the |ocal school system s student
governnent; a |local school board nenber appointed by the chair
of the school board; the mayor of the county or the mayor's
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desi gnee; one nenber of the county governing body, appointed
by the chair of that body; a nenber of the state Legislature
who represents residents of the county, selected by the chair
of the local legislative delegation; an el ected official
representing the residents of a nunicipality in the county,

sel ected by the county nunicipal |eague; and 4
nmenbers-at-large, appointed to the council by the najority of
sitting council nenbers. The renmmi ning 7 nenbers shall be
appoi nted by the Governor in accordance with procedures set
forth in paragraph (a), except that the Governor nay renove a
nmenber for cause or upon the witten petition of the council
Appoi ntments by the Governor nust, to the extent reasonably
possi bl e, represent the geographic and denographic diversity
of the population of the county. Menbers who are appointed to
the council by reason of their position are not subject to the
length of terns and limts on consecutive terns as provided in
this section. The renmmi ning appoi nted nenbers of the governing
board shall be appointed to serve 2-year terns, except that

t hose nenbers appoi nted by the Governor shall be appointed to
serve 4-year terns, and the youth representative and the

| egi sl ative del egate shall be appointed to serve 1-year terns.
A nmenber may be reappointed; however, a nenber nmay not serve
for nore than three consecutive terns. A nenber is eligible to
be appointed again after a 2-year hiatus fromthe council.

Section 7. Effective July 1, 2004, subsection (1) of
section 216.133, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

216. 133 Definitions; ss. 216.133-216.137.--As used in
ss. 216.133-216. 137:

(1) "Consensus estimating conference" includes the
Economic Estimating Conference, the Denpgraphic Estinmating
Conference, the Revenue Estimating Conference, the Education
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Esti mati ng Conference, the Crinminal Justice Estinmating
Conference, the Juvenile Justice Estinmating Conference, the
Child Welfare System Esti mati ng Conference, the Cccupationa
Forecasting Conference, the Child Devel opnent Prograns Schoot
Readiness—Program Esti mati ng Conference, the Self-Insurance

Estimati ng Conference, the Florida Retirenment System Actuari al

Assunpti on Conference, and the Social Services Estinmating
Conf er ence.

Section 8. Effective July 1, 2004, subsection (10) of
section 216.136, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

216. 136 Consensus estimating conferences; duties and
principals. --

(10) CHI LD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS SCHOOL—REABHNESS
PREGRAM ESTI MATI NG CONFERENCE. - -

(a) Duties.--

1. The Child Devel opnent Prograns Seheot—Reatiness
Program Esti mati ng Conference shall devel op estimates and
forecasts of the unduplicated count of children eligible for

school readi ness prograns in accordance with the standards of
eligibility established in s. 411.01(6), and of children
eligible for the Florida Prekindergarten Education Programin

accordance with s. 1002.53(2), as the conference deternines

are needed to support the state planning, budgeting, and
appropriati ons processes.

2. The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation Herita
Partnership—For—Schoot—Readiness shall provide information on
needs and waiting lists for school readi ness prograns as
program—services requested by the Child Devel opnent Prograns
Sehoot—Reatiness—Program Esti mati ng Conference or individua

conference principals in a tinely manner
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1 3. The Departnent of Education shall provide

2| information on needs for the Florida Prekindergarten Education
3| Program as requested by the Child Devel opnent Prograns

4 | Estimating Conference or individual conference principals in a
5| tinely manner.

6 (b) Principals.--The Executive Ofice of the Governor
7| the Director of Econonic and Denobgraphi c Research, and

8 | professional staff who have forecasting expertise from the

9 | Hort+da—+Partnership—Tor—School—Readinesst he Agency for

10 | Workforce I nnovation, the Departnent of Children and Famly

11| Services, the Departnent of Education, the Senate, and the

12 | House of Representatives, or their designees, are the

13 | principals of the Child Devel opnent Prograns Schoot—Readinress
14 | Pregram Esti mati ng Conference. The principal representing the
15 | Executive O fice of the Governor shall preside over sessions
16 | of the conference.

17 Section 9. Effective July 1, 2004, section 402.3016

18 | Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

19 402.3016 Early Head Start collaboration grants.--
20 (1) Contingent upon specific appropriations, the
21 | Agency for Wirkforce | nnovati on Heritda—+Partrership—for—Schoot
22 | Reatiness shall establish a programto award col | aborati on
23| grants to assist local agencies in securing Early Head Start
24 | prograns through Early Head Start program federal grants. The
25| col l aboration grants shall provide the required nmatching funds
26 | for public and private nonprofit agencies that have been
27 | approved for Early Head Start program federal grants.
28 (2) Public and private nonprofit agencies providing
29| Early Head Start prograns applying for collaborative grants
30 | nust:
31
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(a) Ensure quality performance by neeting the
requirements in the Head Start program perfornmance standards
and ot her applicable rules and regul ati ons;

(b) Ensure collaboration with other service providers
at the |local |evel; and

(c) Ensure that a conprehensive array of health,
nutritional, and other services are provided to the progranis
pregnant wonen and very young children, and their famlies.

(3) The Agency for Wirrkforce | nnovati on partnership
shall report to the Legislature on an annual basis the nunber

of agencies receiving Early Head Start collaboration grants
and the nunber of children served.

(4) The Agency for Wirrkforce | nnovation partnership
may adopt rules under s. 120.536(1) and s. 120.54 as necessary

for the award of collaboration grants to conpeting agencies
and the adm nistration of the collaboration grants program
under this section

Section 10. Effective, July 1, 2004, section 411.011
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

411. 011 Records of children in school readiness
prograns. --The individual records of children enrolled in
school readi ness prograns provided under s. 411.01, when held
in the possession of the regional child devel opnent board
sehoot—reatiness—coakt+orr or the Agency for Wrkforce

| nnovat i on Herida—Partnership—for—School—Reatdiness, are

confidential and exenpt from the—provisions—of s. 119.07 and
s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution. For the purposes

of this section, records include assessnent data, health data,

records of teacher observations, and identifying data,

including the child's social security nunber. A parent,

guardi an, or individual acting as a parent in the absence of a
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parent or guardian has the right to inspect and review the

i ndi vi dual school readi ness programrecord of his or her child
and to obtain a copy of the record. School readiness records
may be released to the United States Secretary of Education
the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services, and
the Conptroller General of the United States for the purpose
of federal audits; to individuals or organizations conducting
studies for institutions to develop, validate, or admnister
assessnents or inprove instruction; to accrediting

organi zations in order to carry out their accrediting
functions; to appropriate parties in connection with an
energency if the information is necessary to protect the
health or safety of the student or other individuals; to the
Auditor General in connection with his or her official
functions; to a court of conpetent jurisdiction in conpliance
with an order of that court in accordance with purstant—te a
lawful |y issued subpoena; and to parties to an interagency

agreenent anong regional child devel opnent boards sechooet
readiness—coattions, |ocal governnmental agencies, providers
of school readiness prograns, state agencies, and the Agency

for Workforce | nnovati on Heritda—+Partrership—for—Schoot
Readiniess for the purpose of inplenenting the school readiness

program Agencies, organi zations, or individuals that receive
school readiness records in order to carry out their official
functions nust protect the data in a manner that does wtt+ not
permt the personal identification of students and their
parents by persons other than those authorized to receive the
records. This section is subject to the Open Government Sunset
Revi ew Act of 1995 in accordance with s. 119.15 and shal
stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2005, unless reviewed and saved
fromrepeal through reenactnment by the Legi sl ature.
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Section 11. Effective July 1, 2004, paragraph (e) of
subsection (2) of section 411.226, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

411. 226 Learni ng Gat eway. - -

(2) LEARNI NG GATEWAY STEERI NG COW TTEE. - -

(e) To support and facilitate systeminprovenents, the
steering comrittee nust consult with representatives fromthe
Departnent of Education, the Departnent of Health, the Agency
for Workforce | nnovati on Heritda—+Partrership—for—Schoot
Readiness, the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services, the
Agency for Health Care Adm nistration, the Departnent of

Juvenil e Justice, and the Departnent of Corrections and with
the director of the Learning Devel opnent and Eval uation Center
of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University.

Section 12. Effective July 1, 2004, paragraph (d) of
subsection (1), paragraph (a) of subsection (2), and paragraph
(c) of subsection (3) of section 411.227, Florida Statutes,
are anended to read:

411. 227 Conponents of the Learning Gateway. --The
Learni ng Gateway system consists of the followi ng conponents:

(1) COWUNI TY EDUCATI ON STRATEG ES AND FAM LY- ORI ENTED
ACCESS. - -

(d) In collaboration with other |ocal resources, the
denonstration projects shall devel op public awareness
strategies to dissemnate i nformati on about devel opnent al
m | estones, precursors of |earning problens and ot her
devel opnental delays, and the service systemthat is
avail able. The infornmation should target parents of children
frombirth through age 9 and should be distributed to parents,
health care providers, and caregivers of children frombirth
through age 9. A variety of nedia should be used as
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1| appropriate, such as print, television, radio, and a

2 | community-based Internet website, as well as opportunities

3 | such as those presented by parent visits to physicians for

4| well-child checkups. The Learning Gateway Steering Committee

5| shall provide technical assistance to the |ocal denobnstration
6| projects in devel oping and distributing educational materials
7 | and information.

8 1. Public awareness strategies targeting parents of

9| children frombirth through age 5 shall be designed to provide
10 | information to public and private preschool prograns, child

11 | care chitdeare providers, pediatricians, parents, and | oca

12 | busi nesses and organi zati ons. These strategi es should include
13 | information on the school readi ness performance standards fo+
14 | kindergarten adopted by the Agency for W rkforce | nnovation

15 | Sehoeot—Reatiness—Partnership—Board.

16 2. Public awareness strategies targeting parents of

17 | children fromages 6 through 9 nust be designed to disseninate
18 | training materials and brochures to parents and public and

19 | private school personnel, and nust be coordinated with the

20 | | ocal school board and the appropriate school advisory

21| committees in the denonstration projects. The materials should
22 | contain information on state and district proficiency |levels
23| for grades K-3.

24 (2) SCREENI NG AND DEVELOPMENTAL MONI TORI NG. - -

25 (a) In coordination with the Agency for Wrkforce

26 | | nnovati on Partnership—for—Schoor—Readiness, the Departnment of
27 | Education, and the Florida Pediatric Society, and using

28 | information | earned fromthe | ocal denobnstration projects, the
29 | Learning Gateway Steering Conmittee shall establish guidelines
30| for screening children frombirth through age 9. The

31| guidelines should incorporate recent research on the
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indicators nost likely to predict early |earning problens,

m | d devel opnental del ays, child-specific precursors of school
failure, and other rel ated devel opnental indicators in the
domai ns of cognition; conmunication; attention; perception
behavi or; and social, enptional, sensory, and notor
functioni ng.

(3) EARLY EDUCATI ON, SERVI CES AND SUPPORTS. - -

(c) The steering conmmittee, in cooperation with the
Departnent of Children and Family Services, the Departnent of
Education, and the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation Herita
Partnership—For—Schoot—Readiness, shall identify the el enents

of an effective research-based curriculumfor early care and

educati on prograns.

Section 13. Effective July 1, 2004, paragraph (a) of
subsection (2) of section 624.91, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

624.91 The Florida Healthy Kids Corporation Act.--

(2) LEG SLATI VE | NTENT. - -

(a) The Legislature finds that increased access to
health care services could inprove children's health and
reduce the incidence and costs of childhood illness and
disabilities anong children in this state. Many children do
not have conprehensive, affordable health care services
available. It is the intent of the Legislature that the
Fl orida Healthy Kids Corporation provide conprehensive health
i nsurance coverage to these sueh children. The corporation is
encouraged to cooperate with any existing health service
prograns funded by the public or the private sector and to
wor k cooperatively with the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

Lorid " hool ’ .
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1 Section 14. Subsection (1) of section 1001.23, Florida
2| Statutes, is anended to read:

3 1001. 23 Specific powers and duties of the Departnent

4| of Education.--In addition to all other duties assigned to it
5| by law or by rule of the State Board of Education, the

6 | departnent shall

7 (1) Adopt the statew de ki ndergarten schoot—+eatdiness
8 | uniform screeni ng devetoped—by—thetHorida—+Partrership—for

9 | Sehesl—Readiness—in accordance with s. 1002. 65 the—eriteria
10 | +temzed—n—chapter—1068.

11 Section 15. Effective July 1, 2004, paragraph (d) of
12 | subsection (3) of section 1002.22, Florida Statutes, is

13 | anended to read:

14 1002. 22 Student records and reports; rights of parents
15| and students; notification; penalty.--

16 (3) RIGHTS OF PARENT OR STUDENT. - - The parent of any
17 | student who attends or has attended any public school, area
18 | technical center, or public postsecondary educati ona

19 | institution shall have the following rights with respect to
20| any records or reports created, maintained, and used by any
21| public educational institution in the state. However,

22 | whenever a student has attained 18 years of age, or is

23 | attendi ng a postsecondary educational institution, the

24 | perm ssion or consent required of, and the rights accorded to,
25| the parents of the student shall thereafter be required of and
26 | accorded to the student only, unless the student is a

27 | dependent student of such parents as defined in 26 U S.C s.
28| 152 (s. 152 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954). The State
29 | Board of Education shall adopt rul es whereby parents or

30 | students may exercise these rights:

31
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(d) Right of privacy.--Every student has shatH—have a
right of privacy with respect to the educational records kept
on himor her. Personally identifiable records or reports of a
student, and any personal information contained therein, are
confidential and exenpt from the—proevistons—of s. 119.07(1).
No state or |local educational agency, board, public school
technical center, or public postsecondary educationa
institution shall permt the release of the sueh records,
reports, or information without the witten consent of the
student's parent, or of the student hinself or herself if he
or she is qualified as provided in this subsection, to any
i ndi vi dual, agency, or organization. However, personally
identifiable records or reports of a student may be rel eased
to the follow ng persons or organizations w thout the consent
of the student or the student's parent:

1. Oficials of schools, school systens, technica
centers, or public postsecondary educational institutions in
whi ch the student seeks or intends to enroll; and a copy of
t he sueh records or reports shall be furnished to the parent
or student upon request.

2. Oher school officials, including teachers within
t he educational institution or agency, who have legitimte
educational interests in the information contained in the
records.

3. The United States Secretary of Education, the
Director of the National Institute of Education, the Assistant
Secretary for Education, the Conptroller General of the United
States, or state or |ocal educational authorities who are
aut hori zed to receive such information subject to the
conditions set forth in applicable federal statutes and
regul ations of the United States Departnent of Education, or
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in applicable state statutes and rules of the State Board of
Educati on.

4. O her school officials, in connection with a
student's application for or receipt of financial aid.

5. Individual s or organi zati ons conducting studies for
or on behalf of an institution or a board of education for the
pur pose of devel oping, validating, or administering predictive
tests, adnministering student aid prograns, or inproving
instruction, if the sueh studies are conducted in steh a
manner that does as—wt++ not permit the persona
identification of students and their parents by persons other
than representatives of the steh organizations and if the sueh
information will be destroyed when no | onger needed for the
pur pose of conducting the sueh studies.

6. Accrediting organizations, in order to carry out
their accrediting functions.

7. Regional child devel opnent boards Sechoet—readiness
eoatti+ons and the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovati on Herida
Partnershi-p—For—Schoot—Readinress in order to carry out their

assi gned duti es.

8. For use as evidence in student expul sion hearings

conducted by a district school board under purstant—to—the
provisiens—oef chapter 120.

9. Appropriate parties in connection with an
energency, if know edge of the information in the student's
educational records is necessary to protect the health or
safety of the student or other individuals.

10. The Auditor General and the O fice of Program
Pol i cy Anal ysis and Governnent Accountability in connection
with their official functions; however, except when the
coll ection of personally identifiable information is
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specifically authorized by law, any data collected by the
Audi tor Ceneral and the O fice of Program Policy Analysis and
Governnment Accountability is confidential and exenpt from the
provistoens—of s. 119.07(1) and shall be protected in sueh a
way that does as—w-H+ not permit the personal identification
of students and their parents by other than the Auditor
Ceneral, the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and Gover nnent
Accountability, and their staff, and the sueh personally
identifiable data shall be destroyed when no | onger needed for
the Auditor General's and the O fice of Program Policy

Anal ysi s and Governnent Accountability's official use.

11.a. A court of conpetent jurisdiction in conpliance
wi th an order of that court or the attorney of record in
accordance with purstant—to a |lawfully issued subpoena, upon
the condition that the student and the student's parent are

notified of the order or subpoena in advance of conpliance
therewith by the educational institution or agency.

b. A person or entity pursuant to a court of conpetent
jurisdiction in conpliance with an order of that court or the
attorney of record in accordance with purstant—te a |lawfully
i ssued subpoena, upon the condition that the student, or his

or her parent if the student is either a ninor and not
attendi ng a postsecondary educational institution or a
dependent of such parent as defined in 26 U S.C. s. 152 (s.
152 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954), is notified of the
order or subpoena in advance of conpliance therewith by the
educational institution or agency.

12. Credit bureaus, in connection with an agreenent
for financial aid that the student has executed, if the
provi-ded—that—sueh information i s may—be disclosed only to the
extent necessary to enforce the terns or conditions of the
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financial aid agreenent. Credit bureaus shall not rel ease any
i nformati on obtai ned under purstant—te this paragraph to any
per son.

13. Parties to an interagency agreenent anong the
Departnent of Juvenile Justice, school and | aw enforcenent
authorities, and other signatory agencies for the purpose of
reducing juvenile crinme and especially notor vehicle theft by
pronoting cooperation and col | aboration, and the sharing of
appropriate information in a joint effort to inprove schoo
safety, to reduce truancy and in-school and out-of-schoo
suspensi ons, and to support alternatives to in-school and
out - of - school suspensi ons and expul sions that provide
structured and wel | -supervi sed educational prograns
suppl enent ed by a coordi nated overlay of other appropriate
services designed to correct behaviors that lead to truancy,
suspensi ons, and expul sions, and that support students in
successfully conpleting their education. |Infornation provided
in furtherance of the sueh interagency agreenents is intended
solely for use in deternmining the appropriate prograns and
services for each juvenile or the juvenile's fanly, or for
coordi nating the delivery of the sueh programs and services,
and as such is inadnmissible in any court proceedi ngs before
pr+oer—toe a dispositional hearing unless witten consent is
provided by a parent or other responsible adult on behal f of
the juvenile.

Thi s paragraph does not prohibit any educational institution

from publishing and releasing to the general public directory

information relating to a student if the institution elects to

do so. However, no educational institution shall release, to

any individual, agency, or organization that is not listed in
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subparagraphs 1.-13., directory infornmation relating to the
student body in general or a portion thereof unless it is
normal |y published for the purpose of release to the public in
general. Any educational institution nmaking directory
information public shall give public notice of the categories
of information that it has designated as directory information
for with—+espeet—to all students attending the institution and
shall allow a reasonable period of time after the sueh notice
has been given for a parent or student to informthe
institution in witing that any or all of the information
desi gnat ed shoul d not be rel eased.

Section 16. By January 15, 2005, the Departnment of
Education, with the advice of the Florida Child Devel opnent

Advi sory Council created under section 1002.71, Florida

Statutes, shall subnmit recommendations to the Legislature on

pr of essi onal devel opnent prograns for the Florida

Pr eki ndergarten Educati on Program The recommendati ons nust

conprise options for the professional devel opnent of

preki ndergarten directors, teachers, and child care personnel

The recommendati ons shall address curricula and appropriate

delivery systens for the prograns and shall consider the use

of Internet-based applications for instruction or assessnent.

The recommendati ons nust al so i nclude the estinated costs of

t he professional devel opnent prograns, including nonrecurring

startup costs and recurring operational costs.
Section 17. Notwi thstandi ng sections 216.162-216. 168,
Fl ori da Statutes, and under section 216.351, Florida Statutes,

the Governor shall subnmit to the Legislature, as part of the

Governor's recommended budget for the 2005-2006 fiscal year,

the Governor's annual cost projections for the Florida

Pr eki ndergarten Educati on Program for the 5-year period ending
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with the 2009-2010 fiscal year. The cost projections nust be

based on the Governor's recomendati ons for the Florida

Pr eki ndergarten Educati on Program including the Governor's

reconmendati ons for an appropriate program | ength,

teacher-to-student ratio or other mi ninmumstaffing

requi renments or credentials, and curricular requirenents for

the program The cost projections shall be based on the

Governor's estimated nunber of children to be served annually

in the Florida Prekindergarten Educati on Program i ncl uding

annual estimates for the potential shift of children to the

Fl ori da Prekindergarten Educati on Program from schoo

r eadi ness prograns provi ded under section 411.01, Florida

St at ut es.
Section 18. (1) Effective July 1, 2004, the Florida
Partnership for School Readi ness is abolished. Al powers,

duties, functions, rules, records, personnel, property, and

unexpended bal ances of appropriations, allocations, and other

funds of the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness are

transferred, effective July 1, 2004, by a type two transfer
as defined in section 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, to the
Agency for Workforce | nnovation

(2) This act does not abolish the school readi ness

coalitions but, effective July 1, 2004, redesignates the

coalitions as regional child devel opnent boards and, effective

January 1, 2005, requires a reduction in the nunber of boards.

All powers, duties, functions, rules, records, personnel

property, and unexpended bal ances of appropriations,

al l ocati ons, and ot her funds of each school readi ness

coalition are not transferred but shall be retained by the

coalition upon its redesignation as a regional child

devel opnent board.
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1 Section 19. Sections 411.012 and 1008. 21, Florida

2| Statutes, are repeal ed

3 Section 20. (1) The sumof $.......... is

4 | appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Departnent
5| of Education to inplenent the summer prekindergarten

6 | denpbnstrati on program under section 1002.61(4), Florida

7| Statutes, during the 2003-2004 fiscal year

8 (2) Notwithstandi ng section 1002.67, Florida Statutes,
9 | each denpnstration district's allocation of funds appropriated
10 | under subsection (1) for the sunmer prekindergarten

11 | denonstrati on program shall be based upon each denpnstration
12 | district's full-tine equival ent student nenbership in the

13 | denpbnstration program The amount allocated per full-tine

14 | equi val ent student shall be cal cul ated by the Departnent of
15 | Educati on and approved by the Florida Educati on Fi nance

16 | Program Appropriation Allocation Conference in accordance with
17 | section 1011.65, Florida Statutes. The cal cul ati on nust be

18 | determi ned using school district expenditures fromthe nost
19 | recent annual program cost report for kindergarten through 3rd
20 | grade, based upon the following costs directly related to
21| inplenenting the denonstration programfor 300 hours with one
22 | certified teacher for every six students:
23 (a) Salary supplenent or contract extension for each
24 | certified teacher
25 (b) Benefits directly associated with each teacher's
26 | additional salary.
27 (c) WMaterials and supplies for each prekindergarten
28 | cl assroom
29 (d) Cost of substitute teachers.
30 (e) Additional costs for school plant operations and
31| mai ntenance for utilities and custodial services.
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1

2 | Each denpbnstration district nmust subnit all information

3 | requested by the Departnent of Education for calcul ating

4| full-tinme equival ent student nenbership in the denonstration
5] programor for reporting and fundi ng purposes.

6 (3) Any unexpended bal ance at the end of the 2003-2004
7| fiscal year fromthe funds appropriated under subsection (1)
8| shall be certified forward to the 2004-2005 fiscal year and
9| shall be used to continue inplenentation of the denpbnstration
10 | program duri ng sunmer 2004.

11 Section 21. Except as otherw se expressly provided in
12 | this act, this act shall take effect upon beconming a | aw.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 3036

The conm ttee substitute inplenents s, 1(b% and (c), Article
X of the State Constitution by creating the Florida
Preklndergarten Education Programw thin the Departnent of

Educati on.

The comm ttee substi
pr eki ndergarten educ
program offered by c
regional child devel
edlcati on program of f

te provides parents with two

i on options: a prekindergarten education

d devel opnent provi ders operating under
ment boards, or_ a prekindergarten sumer

ed by school districts.

The conm ttee substitute:

Requi res part|C|pat|nﬂ providers to be |icensed or exenpt
fromlicensure; have credential ed teachers or
chil dcare personnel, |ncIud|ng successful conpletion
of an energing literacy course; and neet the
t eacher-student ratio and program | ength as adopted
by the 2005 Legi sl ature.

Requi res school districts to select the public schools
participating in the prekindergarten sumrer
educati on progran1 A participating public schoo
nmust maintain a teacher-student ratio of at |east
one certified teacher for ever% si X students and use
facilities available in the public schools during

the summer term

Mandat es accountabllltY by reqU|r|ng t he Departnent of
Education to ad op formance st andards. A provider
or public school select the curriculumof its
chol ce as long as t e curriculum addresses
Preklndergarten standards i ncl udi ng energi ng

iterac However, if a provider of public Schoo
fails to mai ntai n’ an 85 percent ki ndergarten

readi ness rate based on the results of "the statew de
screening instrunent, the provider or public schoo
woul d be“subject to corrective action such as use of
a Departnent’ of Education approved curricul um

Provides a tinmefranme for revising the statew de screening
instrunent to neasure readi hess for kindergarten.

Provi des a fundi ng nechani sm for the program based on
fuII time equival ent (FTE)_student nenbership and
certified attendance. An FTE shal|l be 300 hours in
t he preklndergarten summer education program The
2005 Legislature shall set the Progran1|ength for
the providers. A student nay reported for
fundi ng purposes as nore than one FTE.

Establlshes a funding flow for the prekindergarten
educati on Progran1prOV|ded t hrough regi onal child
devel opnent boards by having the fundS flow through
t he Departnent of Education’to school districts to
regional child deveIanent boards to the providers
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1 Prohi bits prekindergarten funds from being used for
) certal n purposés such as religious instruction
Prohibits a provider or public school fron1inposin%
3 addi tional fees for services funded through the
4 pr eki ndergarten education program
Creates an advisory council to provide guidance to the
5 Departnent of " Education_and the Agéency for Wrkforce
I nnovation for the prekindergarten education program
6 and school readi ness program
7 Abol i shes the Partnership for School Readi ness and
transfers the partnership duties to the Agency for
8 Wor kf orce I nnovatiaon, The Agency for Wrkforce
I nnovati on shall adm ni ster "t he” school readi ness
9 programat the state | evel and the regional child
devel opnent boards, fornerly naned school readi ness
10 coalitions, shall adm nister the school readi ness
11 program at the |ocal |evel
Reduces the nunber of school readi ness coalitions, now
12 regi onal child devel opment boards, to 30 or fewer
boards and requires each regional child devel opnent
13 board to serve at |east 1500 students.
14 Creates a pilot prekindergarten sumrer education Prpgram
15 for the summer of 2004 in certain school districCts.
16 Makes conform ng changes to the school readi ness system
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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