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Florida Senate - 2004 (NP) SR 3092
By Senator M| er

18- 2335- 04
Senate Resolution No.
A resolution in support of the federa
initiative to establish a regional approach to
econom ¢ devel opnent in the Southeast.

WHEREAS, several acadenic studies, including the
Decenber 2001 Sout heast Crescent Authority: A Proposal for
Econonmic Growth in the Southeastern United States conducted by
East Carolina University, and the January 2003 Study on
Persi stent Poverty by the University of Georgia and the
Ceorgia Rural Devel opnent Council, anobng others, have shown
that there is a region in the Southeast that has been
persistently poor for decades, and

WHEREAS, this region is the poorest region of the
country, and

WHEREAS, past policies for breaking the cycle of
poverty in the region have failed, and different approaches
are needed, and

WHEREAS, all of the people of the 7-state region
i ncluding Florida, Al abama, CGeorgia, M ssissippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia bear a trenendous
burden fromthe continuous cycle of poverty, and

WHEREAS, the region is econonically di sadvantaged as
conpared with other regions in industry sectors when neasured
by the production of goods and services per person, and

WHEREAS, the nobst highly distressed areas of the region
have a | ower output of goods and services than either the
Appal achi an Regi onal Conmi ssion or the Delta Regiona
Authority counties, and

WHEREAS, these areas have an average househol d i ncone
that is $2,000 | ess per person than the counties in the
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Appal achi an Regi onal Conmi ssion or Delta Regional Authority,
and a per capita income $5,000 | ess than the national average,
and

WHEREAS, the econony of the rural areas and conponents
of the urbanized South are at risk because they lack an able
wor kf orce and the tools with which to build wealth, and

WHEREAS, the econonmic situation in the region wll
continue to worsen unless the region gains the innate ability
to produce and sustain wealth through the creation of goods
and services in nmanufacturing, service, and agriculture, and

WHEREAS, critical gaps exist in education, health,
housi ng, transportation, technology, and sewer and water
infrastructure in the region, and

WHEREAS, despite its poverty, this region is not
presently served by a federally supported initiative simlar
to the Appal achi an Regi onal Conmi ssion, which has shown nuch
success in reducing econonic distress through support for
| ocal job-creation strategies and projects, and

VWHEREAS, there is clear evidence of the need for a new
partnership between the states and the Federal Governnent to
break the cycle of poverty through targeted, strategic support
for local job-creation activities, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Senate supports the creation of the Sout hEast
Crescent Authority, or a similar regional entity, as reflected
i n pendi ng Congressional |egislation

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that this body pledges to work
to strengthen efforts in sharing infornmation and to ensure
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that the full participation of all residents of this region in
the workforce remains a priority.
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