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Florida Senate - 2004 (NP) SR 3138

By Senator Lawson

6- 2474- 04
Senat e Resol uti on No.
A resol ution recogni zing the acconplishnments of
the 2003-2004 Florida A & M University Men's
Basket bal | Team

WHEREAS, the Florida A & M University Rattlers, under
the | eadership of Head Coach M ke G || espie, rebounded froma
1-10 start this year to post the school's second straight
W nning season in Md-Eastern Athletic Conference play - the
first tinme since 1991-1992 for such a feat, and

WHEREAS, the Rattlers defeated three of the top four
seeds to win the 2004 Md-Eastern Athletic Conference
Basket bal | Tour nanent Chanpi onship in Richnond, Virginia,
earning the school's first MEAC Tournanment title since 1999,
and

VWHEREAS, the team al so won the school's first-ever
openi ng round NCAA Tour nanent gane, a 72-57 win over Lehigh
(Pa.) University in Dayton, Chio, March 16, and

VWHEREAS, the Rattlers went on to show trenendous
fortitude and drive in pushing the top-ranked University of
Kentucky Wl dcats to the brink, before bowing out, 96-76, in
the first round of the NCAA St. Louis Regional on March 19,
and

WHEREAS, Florida A & M University also produced the
nation's |leading three-point shooter this year in senior guard
Terrence Wods, who led the nation for 2 consecutive years and
finished his career 11th all-tinme in NCAA Division One history
in three-point shooting, and

WHEREAS, Terrence Wods brought further distinction to
Florida A & MUniversity by winning a nationally tel evised
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t hree- poi nt shootout over a field of seven nmmjor college
perforners in San Antoni o, Texas, on April 1, and

WHEREAS, Head Coach M ke G|l espie, Sr., has revived
the fortunes of Rattler Basketball, lifting the teamfroma
si x-wi n season the year prior to his arrival to 41 victories,
an MEAC Tournanent title, an NCAA Tournanment win, and
back-to-back w nning records in conference play for the first
time in 10 years, as well as a nearly 100 percent graduation
rate in 3 years at Florida A & M University, NON THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida A & MUniversity "Rattlers" 2003-2004
Men's Basketball Team and their Head Coach M ke G|l espie
Sr., and his coaching staff are comended for their fine
achi evenents and for the honor and recognition they have
brought to the State of Florida.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution,
with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to Coach
G llespie on behalf of the Florida A & M University Men's
Basket ball Team as an expression of the sentinents of the
Fl ori da Senat e.
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