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1 Senate Resolution No.

2 A resolution recognizing the inportance of

3 Florida's bid to becone the permanent | ocation

4 for the Secretariat for the Free Trade Area of

5 the Americas; recognizing the inportance of

6 promoti ng safe conmerce between the United

7 States and its trading partners in the

8 Cari bbean, Central America, and South Anerica

9

10 WHEREAS, negoti ations are progressing on devel opnent of
11| the Free Trade Area of the Anericas, which will unite the

12| econom es of the Western Hemi sphere by creating a single free
13| trade agreenent anong 800 mllion consunmers with a conbined
14| gross donmestic product of $14 trillion, and

15 WHEREAS, Florida is conpeting to becone the pernmanent
16| location for the Secretariat for the Free Trade Area of the
17| Anmericas, which, together with the trade and investnent

18| activity under the agreenent, would create new jobs and

19| revenues for the state and | ocal governnents, and
20 VWHEREAS, total nerchandise trade between Florida and
21| the Western Hem sphere exceeds $45 billion dollars annually
22| and represents nmore than 65 percent of Florida's tota
23| merchandi se trade, and
24 WHEREAS, the State of Florida recognizes the critica
25| econonic contribution of the state's agriculture industry and
26| supports efforts to ensure that the interests of the
27| agriculture industry are incorporated into trade negotiations
28| and agreenents, and
29 WHEREAS, the terrorist events of Septenber 11, 2001
30| have led to the devel opnment of new security requirenents on
31| vessels, seaports, and the state's trading partners, and
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VWHEREAS, the United States Bureau of Custons and Border
Protection has created the Container Security Initiative to
extend the United States' zone of security outward in North
America, Europe, Asia, and Africa, and

WHEREAS, the United States Congress has financed the
devel opnent of Operation Safe Conmerce in New York, New
Jersey, California, and Washi ngton to devel op a secure gl oba
supply chain anpbng seaports in those states and their
international trading partners in Asia, Europe, and Africa,
and

WHEREAS, enhancing the security capacity of seaports in
the Western Hemi sphere will enhance the devel opnent of
Nort h- Sout h trade and investnent flows, and

WHEREAS, hosting the Secretariat for the Free Trade
Area of the Anmericas, together with increased safe and secure
i nternational trade and investnent activity stemming fromthe
trade agreenent, will solidify Florida's role as the "Gateway
to the Americas," NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Senate recogni zes the inportance of, and
expresses its continued support for, Florida's bid to becone
the permanent |ocation for the Secretariat for the Free Trade
Area of the Anmericas.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Senate recogni zes the
i mportance of, and expresses support for, cooperative efforts
by the state and the federal governnment, international trading
partners, the maritinme industry, and other business interests
to devel op and share best practices to enhance security at
foreign seaports and thereby prompte the safe, secure, and
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expedi ti ous nmovenent of goods throughout the Caribbean,

Central Anerica, South America, and the United States.
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