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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/SB 364
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative Pickens offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title anmendnent)

Renmove everything after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (h) of subsecti on (10) and paragraph
(e) of subsection (18) of section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are
anmended to read:

1002. 33 Charter schools. --

(10) ELI G BLE STUDENTS. - -

(h) The capacity of a nonconversion the charter school

shal | be determ ned annually by the governing board, in
conjunction with the sponsor, of the charter school in
consideration of the factors identified in this subsection.

Capacity of a conversion charter school shall be no nore than 5

percent below the district average for |ike schools. The
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district average shall be cal cul ated based on FI SH capacity as

det erm ned by Departnent of Education rul e.
(18) FACILITIES. --

(e) If adistrict school board facility or property is

avail abl e because it is surplus, marked for disposal, or

ot herwi se unused, it shall be provided for a charter school's
use on the sane basis as it is nmade available to other public
schools in the district. A district school board facility or

property shall not be considered unused if the facility or

property is within the school district's 5-year plan. A charter

school receiving property fromthe school district nay not sel
or di spose of such property without witten perm ssion of the
school district. Simlarly, for an existing public school
converting to charter status, no rental or leasing fee for the
existing facility or for the property normally inventoried to
t he conversion school may be charged by the district school
board to the parents and teachers organi zing the charter school.
The charter organizers shall agree to reasonabl e mai nt enance
provisions in order to maintain the facility in a manner simlar
to district school board standards. The Public Education Capital
Qutl ay mai ntenance funds or any ot her maintenance funds
generated by the facility operated as a conversion school shal
remain with the conversion school .

Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) and paragraph
(a) of subsection (4) of section 1003.03, Florida Statutes, are
anmended to read:

1003. 03 Maxi mum cl ass si ze. --

(2) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -

587977

Page 2 of 14




44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/SB 364

Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)

(c) The Departnent of Education shall annually calcul ate
each of the three average cl ass size neasures defined in
par agraphs (a) and (b) based upon the COctober student nenbership
survey. For purposes of determ ning the baseline fromwhich each
district's average class size nust be reduced for the 2003-2004
school year, the departnent shall use data fromthe February
2003 student nenbership survey updated to include classroom
identification nunbers as required by the departnment. Begi nning
in the 2004- 2005 school year, if the actual student nenbership

in the October survey exceeds the student nenbership estinmate

included in the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program first

cal cul ation, the nmaxi num student nenbership enroll nent used in

determ ning the October class size averages shall be the student

nmenbership estimate included in the Florida Educati on Fi nance

Program first cal cul ati on.

(4) ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --

(a) Beginning in the 2003-2004 fiscal year, if the
departnment determ nes for any year that a school district has

not reduced average class size as required in subsection (2) at
the time of the third FEFP cal cul ation, the departnent shal

cal cul ate an anount fromthe class size reduction operating
categorical which is proportionate to the anount of class size
reducti on not acconplished. Upon verification of the
department's cal culation by the Florida Education Fi nance
Program Appropriation Allocation Conference, the Executive
Ofice of the Governor shall transfer undistributed funds

equi valent to the cal cul ated anount fromthe district's class
si ze reduction operating categorical to an approved fixed
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capital outlay appropriation for class size reduction in the
affected district pursuant to s. 216.292(13). The anount of
funds transferred shall be the | esser of the anmount verified by
the Florida Education Finance Program Appropriation Allocation
Conference or the undistributed bal ance of the district's class
si ze reduction operating categorical. However, based upon a
recomendati on by the Comm ssioner of Education that the State
Board of Education has revi ewed evidence indicating that a
district has been unable to neet class size reduction
requi renments despite appropriate effort to do so, the
Legi sl ati ve Budget Comm ssion may approve an alternative anount
of funds to be transferred fromthe district's class size
reduction operating categorical to its approved fixed capital

outlay account for class size reduction. Beginning in the 2004-

2005 school year, a district that fully achieves the required

cl ass size averages when conpared to the February 2003 baseline

st udent nenbership survey shall be eligible for a reversal of

the prior year class size reduction operating categorical

transfer that resulted fromits inability to achieve the

requi red class size averages as required in subsection (2).
Section 3. Section 1003.429, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

1003. 429 Accel erated high school graduation options. --

(1) Students who enter grade 9 in the 2004-2005 school
year Begihning—wththe 2003-2004school—year—allstudents
schedul-ed—to—graduate+n—2004 and thereafter may sel ect one of

the follow ng three high school graduation options:
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(a) Conpletion of the general requirenents for high school
graduation pursuant to s. 1003.43;
(b) Conpletion of a 3-year standard col | ege preparatory
program requi ring successful conpletion of a m ninmum of 18

academ c credits in grades 9 through 12. At least 6 of the 18

credits required for conpletion of this program nust be received

in classes that are honors, dual enroll nent, advanced pl acenent,

| nternati onal Baccal aureate, Advanced International Certificate

of Education, specifically listed or identified by the

Departnent of Education as rigorous pursuant to s. 1009.531(3),

or weighted by the district school board for class ranking

pur poses. The 18 credits required for conpletion of this program

shall be primary requirenents and shall be distributed as
fol | ows:

1. Four credits in English, with major concentration in
conposition and literature;

2. Three credits in mathematics at the Algebra | |evel or
hi gher fromthe |list of courses that qualify for state
uni versity adm ssi on;

3. Three credits in natural science, two of which nust
have a | aboratory conponent;

4. Three credits in social sciences, which nmust include

one credit in Anerican history, one credit in world history,

one-half credit in Anerican governnent, and one-half credit in

economi cs;

5. Two credits in the sane second | anguage unl ess the
student is a native speaker of or can otherw se denonstrate
conpetency in a | anguage ot her than English. If the student
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denonstrates conpetency in another |anguage, the student may
replace the | anguage requirenent with two credits in other
academ c courses; and

6. Three credits in electives; or

(c) Conpletion of a 3-year career preparatory program
requiring successful conpletion of a mninmmof 18 academ c
credits in grades 9 through 12. The 18 credits shall be primary
requi rements and shall be distributed as foll ows:

1. Four credits in English, with major concentration in
conposition and literature;

2. Three credits in mathenatics, one of which nust be
Al gebra 1;

3. Three credits in natural science, two of which nust
have a | aboratory conponent;

4. Three credits in social sciences, which nust include

one credit in American history, one credit in world history,

one-half credit in Anerican governnent, and one-half credit in

econoni cs;

5. Three Fwoe credits in a single vocational or career

education program three credits in career and technical

certificate dual enroll ment courses, or five credits in

vocational or career education courses the—sahre—seconrdtanguage

unless the student is—a native -speaker—of or can otherw se
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6. Two Fhree credits in electives unless five credits are

ear ned pursuant to subparagraph 5.

Any student who sel ected an accel erated graduati on program

before July 1, 2004, nmay continue that program and al

statutory programrequirenents that were applicable when the

student nade the program choi ce shall renain applicable to the

student as |long as the student continues that program

(2) Prior to selecting a programdescribed in paragraph

(1)(b) or paragraph (1)(c), the follow ng requirenents nust be

met :

(a) Designated school personnel shall neet with the

student and student's parent to give an expl anati on of the

relative requirenents, advantages, and di sadvant ages of each

graduati on option.

(b) The student shall submt to the high school principal

and gui dance counsel or a signed parental consent to enter the 3-

year accel erated graduati on program

(c) The student shall have achi eved at | east an FCAT

readi ng achi evenent | evel of 3, an FCAT mat hematics achi evenent

| evel of 3, and an FCAT Witing score of 3 on the npst recent

assessnents taken by the student.
(3)2) Beginning with the 2004- 2005 2003-2004 school year

each district school board shall provide each student in grades

6 through 9 32 and their parents with information concerning the

3-year and 4-year high school graduation options listed in
subsection (1), including the respective curriculumrequirenents
for those options, so that wth—euwrieculumfor the students and
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their parents nmay te sel ect the postsecondary education or
career plan that best fits their needs. The infornation eptiens

shall include a timefrane for achi eving each graduati on option.
(4)63)> Selection of one of the graduation options |isted
in subsection (1) nust be conpleted by the student prior to the

end of grade 9 and is exclusively up to the student and parent,_

subject to the requirenents in subsection (2). Each district

school board shall establish policies for extending this

deadline to the end of a student's first senmester of grade 10

for a student who entered a Florida public school after grade 9

upon transfer froma private school or another state or who was

prevented from choosing a graduation option due to illness

during grade 9. If the student and parent fail to select a

graduation option, the student shall be considered to have
sel ected the general requirenents for high school graduation
pursuant to paragraph (1)(a).

(54 District school boards shall not establish
requi renents for accelerated 3-year high school graduation
options in excess of the requirenents in paragraphs (1)(b) and
(c).

(6)65)> Students pursuing accel erated 3-year high schoo
graduati on options pursuant to paragraph (1)(b) or paragraph
(1)(c) are required to:

(a) Earn passing scores on the FCAT as defined in s.

1008. 22(3)(c) or scores on a standardi zed test that are

concordant with passing scores on the FCAT as defined in s.
1008. 22(9).
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(b)1. Achieve a cunulative wei ghted grade point average of
3.0 26 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses
required for the coll ege preparatory bythe—chosen accel erated
3-year high school graduation option pursuant to paragraph
(1) (b); or

2. Achieve a cunul ati ve wei ghted grade poi nt average of

2.5 0on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required

for the career preparatory accel erated 3-year high schoo

graduati on option pursuant to paragraph (1)(c).

(c) Receive a weighted or unwei ghted grade that earns at

|l east 3.0 points, or its equivalent, to earn course credit

toward the 18 credits required for the college preparatory

accel erated 3-year high school graduation option pursuant to

par agraph (1) (b).

(d) Receive a weighted or unwei ghted grade that earns at

|l east 2.0 points, or its equivalent, to earn course credit

toward the 18 credits required for the career preparatory

accel erated 3-year high school graduation option pursuant to

paragraph (1)(c).

Wei ght ed grades referred to in paragraphs (b), (c), and (d)

shall be applied to those courses specifically |listed or

identified by the departnment as rigorous pursuant to s.
1009. 531(3) or weighted by the district school board for class

ranki ng pur poses.

(7) If, at the end of grade 10, a student is not on track

to neet the credit, assessnment, or grade-point-average
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requi renents of the accel erated graduati on option sel ected, the

school shall notify the student and parent of the foll ow ng:

(a) The requirenents that the student is not currently

meet i ng.
(b) The specific perfornance necessary in grade 11 for the

student to neet the accel erated graduati on requirenents.

(c) The right of the student to change to the 4-year

programset forth in s. 1003. 43.

(8) A student who sel ected one of the accel erated 3-year

graduati on options shall automatically nove to the 4-year

programset forth in s. 1003.43 if the student:

(a) Exercises his or her right to change to the 4-year

progr am
(b) Fails to earn 5 credits by the end of grade 9 or fails

to earn 11 credits by the end of grade 10;

(c) Does not achieve a score of 3 or higher on the grade

10 FCAT Witing assessment; or

(d) By the end of grade 11 does not neet the requirenents

of subsections (1) and (6).

(9)66) A student who neets all requirenents prescribed in
subsections (1) and (6){5) shall be awarded a standard di pl oma
in a formprescribed by the State Board of Educati on.

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section
1003.43, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1003. 43 Ceneral requirenents for high school graduation.--

(5) Each district school board shall establish standards
for graduation fromits schools, and these standards nust

i ncl ude:
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(a) Earning passing scores on the FCAT, as defined in s.
1008. 22(3)(c) or scores on a standardi zed test that are

concordant with passing scores on the FCAT as defined in s.
1008. 22(9).

The standards required in this subsection, and any subsequent
nodi fications, shall be reprinted in the Florida Adm nistrative
Code even though not defined as "rules.”

Section 5. Subsection (9) of section 1008.22, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1008. 22 Student assessnent program for public schools. --

(9) EQUI VALENCI ES FOR STANDARDI ZED TESTS. - - Any st udent who
enters a Florida public school at the el eventh grade or the

twel fth grade or any student who has exhausted all of his or her
attenpts to pass the grade 10 FCAT and Fhe—Conm-ssioner—of

school—year—Students who attains attaln scores on the SAT or
the ACT that are concordant with eguate—teo the passing scores on

the grade 10 FCAT for purposes of high school graduation en—any
of—theapprovedalternative—assessnents shall satisfy the
assessment requirenent for a standard hi gh school diplonma as
provided in s. 1003.429(6)(a) or s. 1003.43(5)(a) fer—the2002-
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thesealternative-assessnentsin-subsequent—school—years,—the
Legislature shall review the continued use of these alternative
tests.

Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 1013.735, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1013.735 dassroons for Kids Program --

(1) ALLOCATION.--The departnment shall allocate funds
appropriated for the Cassroons for Kids Program It is the
intent of the Legislature that this program be adm ni stered as
nearly as practicable in the same manner as the capital outlay
program aut hori zed under s. 9(a), Art. Xll of the State
Constitution. Each district school board's share of the annual
appropriation for the O assroons for Kids Program nust be
cal cul ated according to the follow ng fornul a:

(a) Twenty-five percent of the appropriation shall be
prorated to the districts based on each district's percentage of
K-12 base capital outlay full-tinme equival ent nenbership, and 65
percent shall be based on each district's percentage of K-12
gromh capital outlay full-tinme equival ent nenbership as
specified for the allocation of funds fromthe Public Education
Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund by s. 1013.64(3).

(b) Ten percent of the appropriation nmust be all ocated
anong district school boards according to the allocation fornula

ins. 1013.64(1)(a), excluding adult vocational technical

facilities.
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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320 ================= T | TLE AMENDMENT =================

321 Renove the entire title and insert:

322 A bill to be entitled

323 An act relating to class size reduction; anending s.

324 1002.33, F.S.; providing for determ nation of the capacity

325 of conversi on and nonconversion charter schools;

326 clarifying availability to charter schools of certain

327 di strict school board facilities or property; anending s.

328 1003.03, F.S.; revising provisions relating to

329 determ nati on of class size averages; providing for

330 reversal of class size reduction operating categorica

331 transfers under certain circunstances; anending s.

332 1003. 429, F.S.; revising course requirenents in the

333 col l ege preparatory accel erated hi gh school graduation

334 program revising course requirenments in the career

335 preparatory accel erated hi gh school graduation program

336 provi ding students already participating in an accel erated

337 graduation programthe right to continue in the current

338 program establishing requirenents for selection of

339 accel erated graduation options; requiring districts to

340 establish a policy for extending the deadline for certain

341 students to choose an accel erated graduati on option;

342 aut hori zing use of alternate assessnments; revising

343 requi rements for grades that nust be earned to participate

344 in the accel erated graduation program requiring schools

345 to provide specific notices to students and parents if, at

346 the end of the grade 10, the student is not on track to

347 graduate; specifying certain situations in which a student
587977
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348 shall be noved froma 3-year to a 4-year graduation
349 program anending s. 1003.43, F.S., relating to general
350 requi rements for high school graduation; authorizing use
351 of alternate assessnents; anending s. 1008.22, F. S.;
352 aut hori zing the SAT and the ACT as alternate assessnents
353 for the grade 10 FCAT for students entering a Florida
354 public school in grade 11 or grade 12 and for students who
355 have exhausted all attenpts to pass the grade 10 FCAT
356 del eting obsol ete | anguage; anending s. 1013.735, F. S ;
357 nodi fying the fornula for the allocation of funds fromthe
358 Cl assroons for Kids appropriation; providing an effective
359 dat e.
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