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Florida Senate - 2004 (NP) (Corrected Copy) SR 396
By Senator M| er

18- 351A- 04
Senat e Resol uti on No.
A resolution honoring Dr. Gaen St ephenson
President of H Il sborough Cormmunity Col |l ege.

WHEREAS, Dr. OGaen Stephenson was appoi nted president of
Hi | | sbor ough Community Col |l ege in 1997, and

WHEREAS, under Dr. Stephenson's stewardship, enroll nent
has increased approximately 10 percent each year for the past
3 years, a dramatic reversal fromthe previous 5 years, which
peri od experienced declining enrollnents, and

WHEREAS, a recent study of the econonic inpact of
Hi | | sbor ough Community Col | ege indicates that business sales
in the Tanpa Bay area are $1.9 billion higher and | abor incone
is $757 mllion greater because of the college's presence, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Stephenson and her administrative staff
have established strong partnerships with the business
community, the University of South Florida, the Schoo
District of Hillsborough County, and the Florida Legislature,
and

WHEREAS, Hi || sborough Community Col | ege educates the
region's workforce through the awardi ng of associ ate degrees,
the provision of technical training, and renedi ati on when
required, while offering a diverse selection of courses and
choi ces ranging frominternational education, e-technol ogy
trai ning, advanced vocational training, and aquacul tural and
agricultural studies to a traditional curriculum and
preparing residents to fill jobs critical to nearly every
busi ness and governnental entity, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Stephenson has successfully inplenented
prograns that target African American and Hi spanic nales, as
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wel | as persons within underserved communities, in order to
increase mnority enrollnents, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Stephenson has expanded access to include
centers of learning in addition to its four canpus |ocations,
whil e accepting a gift of 60 acres in Hillsborough County's
rapi dly devel opi ng Sout hShore District to allow the addition
of a fifth canmpus, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Stephenson and her administrative staff
have successfully inpl enented nunerous technol ogi es desi gned
to better serve the students and otherw se increase the
productivity and efficiency of the college, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Stephenson has served her staff by sending
a clear and unequi vocal nessage that their success is critica
to the success of the college, and she has i npl ement ed
nunerous prograns and benefits, many of which parallel those
in the private sector, in order to attract and retain quality
adm ni strative, instructional, and support personnel, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Stephenson was sel ected as President of
the Year in April 2003 by the Anmerican Student Association of
Community Col | eges from anong 27 nomni nees, being recogni zed
for including student groups on her cal endar, on nost
comm ttees, and on her own personal advisory group, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That Dr. Gmnen Stephenson is recogni zed as one of
Hi | | sborough County's consummate rol e nodels, denobnstrating
extraordinary |leadership in firmy establishing H Il sborough
Community College as a major contributor to the education of
t he people of Hillsborough County, while engagi ng students,
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her faculty and staff, and nmany others in the public and

private sectors as collaborators in attaining stability and

garnering statew de respect as a result of her stewardship.
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution,

with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to Dr. Gaen

St ephenson, as a tangi ble token of the sentinents of the

Fl ori da Senat e.
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