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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to vessel licenses; anending s.

3 372.09, F.S.; providing that revenues from

4 freshwater fishing vessel |icenses be deposited

5 into the State Gane Trust Fund; anending s.

6 372.57, F.S.; creating fishing vessel licenses

7 for persons taking freshwater fish or carrying

8 custoners for the purpose of taking freshwater

9 fish; providing for |license fees; reenacting s.

10 372.562(2)(i) and (j), F.S., relating to

11 certain exenptions froma requirenent that a

12 person obtain a fishing license or permt, to

13 i ncorporate the anmendnent to s. 372.57, F.S.

14 in references thereto; providing an effective

15 dat e.

16

17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

18

19 Section 1. Section 372.09, Florida Statutes, is
20 | anended to read:
21 372.09 State Gane Trust Fund.--The funds resulting
22 | fromthe operation of the conmission and fromthe
23| administration of the |laws and regul ations pertaining to
24 | birds, ganme, fur-bearing animals, freshwater fish, reptiles,
25 | and anphi bi ans, including funds resulting fromthe sal e of
26 | freshwater vessel |icenses,together with any other funds
27 | specifically provided for such purposes shall constitute the
28 | State Gane Trust Fund and shall be used by the conmi ssion as
29 |it shall deemfit in carrying out the provisions hereof and
30| for no other purposes. The comr ssion nay not obligate itself
31
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beyond the current resources of the State Gane Trust Fund
unl ess specifically so authorized by the Legislature.

Section 2. Subsection (7) of section 372.57, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

372.57 Recreational licenses, permts, and
aut hori zati on nunbers; fees established.--

(7) VESSEL LI CENSES. - -

(a) A Ne person nay not operate any vessel wherein a
fee is paid, either directly or indirectly, for the purpose of
taking, attenpting to take, or possessing any sal twater or
freshwater fish for noncomercial purposes unless she or he
has obtained a |license for each vessel for that purpose, and
has paid the |license fee pursuant to paragraph paragraphs (b),
and paragraph (c), or paragraph (d)for such vessel

(b) A license for any person who operates any vesse
licensed to carry nore than 10 custoners, wherein a fee is
paid, either directly or indirectly, for the purpose of taking
or attenpting to take saltwater or freshwater fish, is $800

per year. The |icense nust be kept aboard the vessel at al
times.

(c)1. A license for any person who operates any vesse
licensed to carry no nore than 10 custoners, or for any person
licensed to operate any vessel carrying 6 or fewer custoners,
wherein a fee is paid, either directly or indirectly, for the
purpose of taking or attenpting to take sal twater or
freshwater fish, is $400 per year

2. Alicense for any person licensed to operate any
vessel carrying 6 or fewer custonmers but who operates a vesse
carrying 4 or fewer custoners, wherein a fee is paid, either
directly or indirectly, for the purpose of taking or
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attenpting to take saltwater or freshwater fish, is $200 per

year. The license nust be kept aboard the vessel at all tinmes.
3. A person who operates a vessel required to be
l'i censed pursuant to paragraph (b),er this paragraph, or

par agraph (d)nmay obtain a license in her or his own nane, and

such license shall be transferable and apply to any vesse
operated by the purchaser, provided that the purchaser has
paid the appropriate |license fee.

(d) A license for any person who operates any vesse

licensed to carry any nunber of passengers, wherein a fee is

paid, either directly or indirectly, for the sole purpose of

catching and rel easing freshwater fish, is $150 per year. The

|icense nust be kept aboard the vessel at all tines.

(e)td)y Alicense for a recreational vessel not for
hire and for which no fee is paid, either directly or
indirectly, by guests for the purpose of taking or attenpting
to take saltwater or freshwater fish noncommercially is $2,000

per year. The license may be purchased at the option of the
vessel owner and nust be kept aboard the vessel at all tines.
A l og of species taken and the date the species were taken
shal |l be maintained and a copy of the log filed with the
conmi ssion at the tinme of renewal of the |icense.

(f) ey The owner, operator, or custodian of a vessel
t he operator of which has been licensed pursuant to paragraph
(a) nust maintain and report such statistical data as required
by, and in a manner set forth in, the rules of the comn ssion

Section 3. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnent nmade by this act to section 372.57, Florida
Statutes, in references thereto, paragraphs (i) and (j) of
subsection (2) of section 372.562, Florida Statutes, are
reenacted to read:
3
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1 372.562 Recreational |icenses and pernmits; exenptions

2| fromfees and requirenents. --

3 (2) A hunting, freshwater fishing, or saltwater

4| fishing license or permt is not required for

5 (i) Any person fishing froma vessel |icensed pursuant

6|tos. 372.57(7).

7 (j) Any person fishing froma vessel the operator of

8| which is licensed pursuant to s. 372.57(7).

9 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.

10
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12 SENATE SUMVARY

13 ngghagfeﬁh?}Sﬂegfoggr?perating a vessel to take

14 obtain certain vessel |YEQ%sggstBF§5?d2§rtﬁg?tr83238§§
fromfreshwater fishing vessel |license be deposited into

15 the State Gane Trust Fund.
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