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1

2 An act relating to independent I|iving

3 transition services; anmending s. 409. 1451

4 F.S.; authorizing comunity-based providers to
5 adm ni ster an independent living transition

6 services system providing |egislative intent

7 regardi ng assistance to older children in

8 foster care; requiring the Departnent of

9 Children and Fanmi|ly Services to provide certain
10 skills assessnment and training to such

11 chil dren; providing guidelines to devel op such
12 training; providing certain educational goals;
13 revi sing provisions governing a young adult's
14 preparation for independent living; requiring
15 the departnent to conduct an assessnent and

16 informthe child of certain schol arshi ps,

17 grants, and awards; providing that such

18 assessnment be included in a certain report

19 during judicial review, renoving life skills
20 activities guidelines for young adults who were
21 formerly in foster care; revising aftercare
22 services; providing a limtation on the anount
23 of an award; providing additiona
24 qualifications to receive the award; providing
25 that a young adult who is eligible to receive
26 such award may remain with the foster famly or
27 group care provider beyond his or her age of
28 majority; providing a limtation on the nunber
29 of diplomas, certificates, or the equivalent an
30 award recipient may receive; revising paynent
31 options for aftercare, scholarship, or

1
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1 transitional support funds; abolishing the

2 i ndependent |iving services workgroup; creating
3 t he I ndependent Living Services Advisory

4 Council; providing duties and responsibilities;
5 requiring an annual report; providing

6 menbership criteria; revising the departnent's
7 rul emaki ng authority; amending s. 39.701, F.S.
8 requiring a judicial review hearing within a

9 certain timefrane for each child in foster

10 care; requiring that the court certify that

11 such child has received certain information

12 provi ding that the departnment may be held in

13 contenpt; requiring that information fromthe
14 prei ndependent |iving assessnment be provided to
15 the courts; requiring the court to determ ne

16 the child' s preparation for independence;

17 anmendi ng s. 1009.25, F.S.; revising

18 requi renents specifying the students who are

19 exenpt from paying tuition and fees; requiring
20 the Auditor General to performan audit of the
21 program and subnit a report; requiring the

22 O fice of Program Policy Analysis and

23 Government Accountability to devel op

24 reconmendati ons and subnit a report; providing
25 an effective date.

26

27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28

29 Section 1. Section 409.1451, Florida Statutes, is
30| anended to read:

31 409. 1451 Independent living transition services.--

2
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(1) SYSTEM OF SERVI CES. - -
(a) The Department of Children and Family Services, e+

its agents, or community-based providers operating pursuant to

S. 409.1671 shall adnminister a system of independent |iving
transition services to enable older children in foster care
and young adults who exit foster care at age 18 to nmke the
transition to self-sufficiency as adults.

(b) The goals of independent living transition
services are to assist older children in foster care and young
adults who were formerly in foster care to obtain life skills
and education for independent |iving and enpl oynent, to have a
quality of Iife appropriate for their age, and to assune
personal responsibility for becom ng self-sufficient adults.

(c) State funds for foster care or federal funds shal
be used to establish a continuum of services for eligible
children in foster care and eligible young adults who were
formerly in foster care which acconplish the goals for the
system of independent living transition services by providing
anrd—previde—the—servi-ce—conponrents—For services for foster
chil dren, pursuant to as—prewvided—n subsection(4) {3}, and
services for young adults who were fornmerly in foster care,
pursuant to as—previded—in subsection (5).

(d) For children in foster care, independent |iving
transition services are not an alternative to adoption
I ndependent living transition services may occur concurrently
with continued efforts to |locate and achi eve placenent in
adoptive famlies for older children in foster care.

(2) ELIGBILITY.--

(a) The departnment shall serve children who have

reached are 13 years of age but are not yet te 18 years of age

and who are in foster care by providing services pursuant to

3

CODI NG Wbrds strieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W W NN NNMNDNDRNNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

ENRCLLED
2004 Legi sl ature CS for CS for CS for SB 512
2nd Engrossed
: . : : i

provided—n subsection(4)£3)y. Children to be served nust
nmeet the eligibility requirenents set forth for specific
services as provided in this section anrdthrough—departrent
H-e.

(b) The department shall serve young adults who have

reached are 18 years of age but are not yet te 23 years of age

and who were in foster care when they turned 18 years of age

by providing services pursuant to thredgh—theprogram

foster—eare—in subsection (5). Young adults Ghitdren to be

served must neet the eligibility requirenments set forth for

specific services in this section anrdthreugh—departrent—rue.
(3) PREPARATI ON FOR | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG. - -

(a) 1t is the intent of the Leqgislature for the

Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services to assist ol der

children in foster care and young adults who exit foster care

at_age 18 in nmeking the transition to independent |iving and

self-sufficiency as adults. The departnent shall provide such

children and young adults with opportunities to participate in

life skills activities in their foster famlies and

communi ties which are reasonabl e and appropriate for their

respective ages, and shall provide themw th services to build

the skills and increase their ability to live independently

and becone self-sufficient. To support the provision of

opportunities for participation in age-appropriate life skills

activities, the departnent shall

1. Develop a list of age-appropriate activities and

responsibilities to be offered to all children involved in

i ndependent living transition services and their foster

parents.

4
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1 2. Provide training for staff and foster parents to

2| address the issues of older children in foster care in

3| transitioning to adulthood, which shall include information on
4| supporting education and enpl oynent and providing

5| opportunities to participate in appropriate daily activities.
6 3. Develop procedures to maximze the authority of

7| foster parents to approve participation in age-appropriate

8| activities of children in their care.

9 4. Provide opportunities for older children in foster
10| care to interact with nentors.

11 5. Develop and inplenment procedures for older children
12| to directly access and manage the personal allowance they

13| receive fromthe departnent in order to learn responsibility
14| and participate in age-appropriate life skills activities to
15| the extent feasible.

16 (b) It is further the intent of the Legislature that

17| each child in foster care, his or her foster parents, if

18| applicable, and the departnment or community-based provider set
19| early achievenent and career goals for the child's

20| postsecondary educational and work experience. The departnent
21| and conmunity-based providers shall inplenent the nodel set

22| forth in this paragraph to help ensure that children in foster
23| care are ready for postsecondary education and the workpl ace.
24 1. Children in foster care entering the ninth grade
25| their foster parents, and the departnent or conmunity-based
26| provider shall be active participants in choosing a post-hiagh
27| school goal based upon both the abilities and interests of

28| each child. The goal shall accomopdate the needs of children
29| served in exceptional education prograns to the extent

30| appropriate for each individual. Such children may continue to
31| follow the courses outlined in the district school board

5
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student progression plan. Children in foster care, with the

assistance of their foster parents, and the departnent or

comuni ty- based provider shall choose one of the foll ow ng

post secondary goal s:

a. Attending a 4-vear college or university, a

comunity college plus university, or a nmlitary acadeny;

b. Receiving a 2-year postsecondary deagree;

c. Attaining a postsecondary career _and technica

certificate or credential; or

d. Beqginning i mediate enploynent after conpletion of

a high school diploma or its equivalent, or enlisting in the

mlitary.
2. In order to assist the child in foster care in

achi eving his or her chosen goal, the departnent or

comuni ty-based provider shall, with the participation of the

child and foster parents, identify:

a. The core courses necessary to qualify for a chosen

goal
b. Any elective courses which would provide additiona

help in reaching a chosen goal

c. The grade point requirenment and any additiona

information necessary to achieve a specific goal

d. A teacher, other school staff nenber, enployee of

the departnent or communi ty-based care provider, or community

volunteer who would be willing to work with the child as an

academ c _advocate or nentor if foster parent involvenent is

insufficient or unavail abl e.

3. In order to conpl enent educational goals, the

depart nent _and communi ty-based providers are encouraged to

form partnerships with the business conmmunity to support

6
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internships, apprenticeships, or other work-rel ated

opportunities.

4. The departnment and community-based providers shal

ensure that children in foster care and their foster parents

are made aware of the postsecondary goals avail able and shal

assist in identifying the coursework necessary to enabl e the

child to reach the chosen goal

(c) Al children in foster care and young adults

fornerly in foster care are encouraged to take part in

| earning opportunities that result from participation in

communi ty service activities.

(d) Children in foster care and young adults fornerly

in foster care shall be provided with the opportunity to

change from one postsecondary goal to another, and each

post secondary goal shall allow for changes in each

individual's needs and preferences. Any change, particularly a

change that will result in additional tinme required to achieve

a goal, shall be made with the gui dance and assi stance of the

departnent or communi ty-based provider
(4) 3 PROGRAM-COMPONENT—OF SERVI CES FOR FESTER
CHI LDREN | N FOSTER CARE. - - The departnent shall provide the

following transition to i ndependence services to children in
foster care who neet prescribed conditions and are determ ned
eligible by the departnent. The service categories avail able
to children in foster care which facilitate successfu
transition into adul thood are:

(a) Preindependent-1living services.--

1. Preindependent-living services include, but are not
limted to, life skills training, educational field trips, and
conferences. The specific services to be provided to a child

shall be determi ned using a preindependent-Iliving assessnent.

7
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2. A child who has reached 13 years of age but is not

yet t+e 15 years of age who is in foster care is eligible for
such services.

3. The departnent shall conduct an annual staffing for

each child who has reached 13 years of age but is not yet 15

years of age to ensure that the preindependent-living training

and services to be provided as determ ned by the

prei ndependent -1iving assessnent _are being received and to

eval uate the progress of the child in devel oping the needed

i ndependent living skills.

4. At the first annual staffing that occurs foll ow ng

a child' s 14th birthday, and at each subsequent staffing, the

departnent shall provide to each child detailed information on

services provided by the Road-to-|ndependence Schol arship

Program including requirenents for eligibility; on other

grants, schol arships, and wai vers that are avail abl e and

shoul d be sought by the child with assistance fromthe

departnent, including, but not limted to, the Bright Futures

Schol arship Program as provided in ss. 1009.53-1009.538; on

application deadlines; and on grade requirements for such

prograns.
5. Information related to both the

prei ndependent -1iving assessnent _and all staffings, which

shall be reduced to witing and signed by the child

participant, shall be included as a part of the witten report

required to be provided to the court at each judicial review

hel d pursuant to s. 39.701

(b) Life skills services.--
1. Life skills services may include, but are not
limted to, independent living skills training, including

training to devel op banking and budgeting skills, interview ng

8
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skills, parenting skills, educational support, enploynent

training, and counseling. Children receiving these services

should also be provided with information related to socia

security insurance benefits and public assistance. The

specific services to be provided to a child shall be
determ ned using an independent |ife skills assessnent.

2. A child who has reached 15 years of age but is not

yet t+e 18 years of age who is in foster care is eligible for
such services.

3. The departnment shall conduct a staffing at | east

once every 6 months for each child who has reached 15 years of

age but is not yet 18 years of age to ensure that the

appropriate i ndependent living training and services as

determ ned by the independent |life skills assessnment are being

received and to evaluate the progress of the child in

devel opi ng the needed i ndependent living skills.

4. The departnent shall provide to each child in

foster care during the calendar nonth followi ng the child's

17th birthday an independent-living assessnent to determne

the child's skills and abilities to |live i ndependently and

becone self-sufficient. Based on the results of the

i ndependent -living assessnment, services and training shall be

provided in order for the child to develop the necessary

skills and abilities prior to the child' s 18th birthday.

5. Information related to both the independent life

skills assessnent and all staffings, which shall be reduced to

witing and signed by the child participant, shall be included

as a part of the witten report required to be provided to the

court at each judicial review held pursuant to s. 39.701

(c) Subsidized i ndependent |iving services.--

9
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1. Subsidized i ndependent |iving services are |living
arrangenents that allow the child to live independently of the
daily care and supervision of an adult in a setting that is
not required to be |licensed under s. 409.175.

2. A child who has reached 16 years of age but is not

yet t+e 18 years of age is eligible for such services if he or
she:

a. |s adjudicated dependent under chapter 39; has been
pl aced in |licensed out-of-home care for at |east 6 nonths
prior to entering subsidized i ndependent living; and has a
per manency goal of adoption, independent living, or long-term
i censed care; and

b. 1Is able to denpnstrate i ndependent living skills,
as determ ned by the departnment, using established procedures
and assessnents.

3. Independent living arrangenents established for a
child nmust be part of an overall plan leading to the tota
i ndependence of the child fromthe departnment's supervision
The plan must include, but need not be linited to, a
description of the skills of the child and a plan for |earning
additional identified skills; the behavior that the child has
exhi bited which indicates an ability to be responsible and a
pl an for devel oping additional responsibilities, as
appropriate; a plan for future educational, vocational, and
training skills; present financial and budgeting capabilities
and a plan for inproving resources and ability; a description
of the proposed residence; docunentation that the child
under stands the specific consequences of his or her conduct in
t he i ndependent |iving program docunentation of proposed
services to be provided by the departnent and ot her agencies,

i ncluding the type of service and the nature and frequency of

10
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contact; and a plan for maintaining or devel oping
rel ati onships with the famly, other adults, friends, and the
community, as appropriate.

4. Subsidy paynments in an ampunt established by the
departnment may be made directly to a child under the direct

supervi sion of a caseworker or other responsible adult

approved by the departnent.

11
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(5) PROSRAM-COVPONENT—OF SERVI CES FOR YOUNG ADULTS
FORMERLY | N FOSTER CARE. - - Based on the availability of funds,
the departnent shall provide or arrange for the foll ow ng
services to young adults formerly in foster care who neet the
prescribed conditions and are determnined eligible by the
departnment. The categories of services available to assist a
young adult fornmerly in foster care to achi eve i ndependence
are:

(a) Aftercare support services.--

1. Aftercare support services are available to assist

young adults who were fornerly in foster care in their efforts

to continue to develop the skills and abilities necessary for

i ndependent living. The aftercare support services available
include, but are not limted to, the foll owi ng referrals—+te

resotreces—in—the——commnity—for:

a. Mentoring and tutoring.

b. Mental health services and substance abuse
counsel i ng.

c. Life skills classes, including credit managenent
and preventive health activities.

d. Parenting classes.

12
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e. Job skills training.

f. Counselor consultations.

d. Tenporary financial assistance.

The specific services to be provided under this subparagraph
shall be deternmi ned by an aftercare services assessment and
may be provided by the departnment or through referrals in the

community. Tenporary assistance may—be provided to prevent
honel essness shall be provided as expeditiously as possible

and within the limtations defined by the departnent.

2. A young adult who has reached 18 years of age but
is not yet t+o 23 years of age who | eaves foster care at 18
years of age but who requests services prior to reaching 23
years of age is eligible for such services.

(b) Road-to-Independence Schol arshi p Program - -

1. The Road-to-I|ndependence Schol arship Programis
intended to help eligible students who are forner foster
children in this state to receive the educational and
vocational training needed to achi eve i ndependence. The anount

of the award shall be based on the living and educati ona

needs of the young adult and nay be up to, but shall not

exceed, egual the ampunt of earnings that the student woul d

have been eligible to earn working a 40-hour-a-week federa

m ni rum wage j ob—after—ecensidering—other—grants—and
. . : I .
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2. A young adult who has reached 18 years of age but

is not yet t+o 21 years of age is eligible for the initia
award, and a young adult under 23 years of age is eligible for
renewal awards, if he or she:

a. Wis +s a dependent child, pursuant to chapter 39,
and was +s living in licensed foster care or in subsidized
i ndependent living at the tinme of his or her 18th birthday;

b. Has Spent at least 6 nmonths living in foster care
before reaching his or her 18th birthday;

c. Is aresident of this state as defined in s.
1009. 40; and

d. Meets one of the follow ng qualifications:

(1) Has earned a standard high school diplom or its
equi val ent as described in s. 1003.43 or s. 1003.435, or has

earned a special diplom or special certificate of conpletion

as described in s. 1003.438, and has been admtted for

full-time enrollnment in an eligible postsecondary education
institution as defined in s. 1009.533;

(I'l)y 1Is enrolled full time in an accredited high

school —+s—wi-thin—2years—of—graduation—and—has—rainrtatned—a
twe—seresters—precedingthedateof his—er—her—13th—birthday,;
or
(Ir1)y 1s enrolled full tine in an accredited adult
education program designed to provide the student with a high
school diploma or its equival ent —s—waking—satistactory
. i ed w

3. A vyoung adult applying for a Road-to-lndependence

Schol arship rmust apply for any other grants and schol arships

for which he or she may qualify. The departnent shall assi st

14
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the young adult in the application process and nmay use the

federal financial aid grant process to deternine the funding

needs of the young adult.

4. The anpunt of the award, whether it is being used

by a vyoung adult working towards conpletion of a high schoo

diploma or its equivalent or working towards conpletion of a

post secondary education program shall be determ ned based on

an_assessnent of the funding needs of the young adult. This

assessnent shall consider the young adult's living and

educational costs and other grants, schol arships, waivers,

ear ni ngs, and other incone to be received by the young adult.

An award shall be available only to the extent that other

grants and schol arships are not sufficient to neet the |iving

and educational needs of the young adult, but an award shal

not be less than $25 in order to maintain Medicaid eligibility

for the young adult as provided in s. 409.903.

5.3-a. The department nust advertise the availability
of the program and must ensure that the children and young
adults leaving foster care, foster parents, or fanmly services
counselors are inforned of the availability of the program and
the application procedures.

b. A young adult nust apply for the initial award
during the 6 nonths i medi ately preceding his or her 18th

birthday and the departnment shall provide assistance with the

application process. A young adult who fails to make an

initial application, but who otherwi se neets the criteria for
an initial award, may nmake one application for the initia
award if such application is made before the young adult's

21st birthday. 1f the young adult does not apply for an

initial award before his or her 18th birthday, the departnent

15
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shall informthat young adult of the opportunity to apply

before turning 21 years of age.

c. |If funding for the programis available, the
departnment shall issue awards fromthe schol arship program for
each young adult who neets all the requirements of the
progr am

d. An award shall be issued at the tinme the eligible
student reaches 18 years of age.

e. A vyoung adult who is eligible for the

Road-t o- | ndependence Program and who so desires shall be

allowed to remnin in the licensed foster fanmily or droup care

provider with whom he or she was residing at the tinme of

attaining his or her 18th birthday.

f.e— If the award recipient transfers from one
eligible institution to another and conti nues to neet
eligibility requirements, the award nmust be transferred with
the recipient.

g.f~ Schol arship funds awarded to any eligible young
adult under this programare in addition to any other services
provi ded to the young adult by the departnment through its
i ndependent living transition services.

h.g— The departnment shall provide informtion
concerni ng young adults receiving the Road-to-I|ndependence
Schol arship to the Departnment of Education for inclusion in
the student financial assistance database, as provided in s.
1009. 94.

i.h— Scholarship funds are intended to help eligible

students who are forner foster children in this state to

receive the educational and vocational training needed to

beconme i ndependent and sel f-supporting. Such funds shall be

term nated when the young adult has attained one of four

16
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post secondary goal s pursuant to subsection (3) a—bacheleor—of
arts—er—bachelor—of—sci-ence—degree—or—eguivalent
uhdergraduate—degree~ or reaches 23 years of age, whichever

occurs earlier. In order to initiate postsecondary education

to allow for a change in career goal, or to obtain additiona

skills in the sane educational or vocational area, a young

adult may earn no nore than two diplomas, certificates, or

credentials. A young adult attaining an associate of arts or

associate of science degree shall be permtted to work towards

conpl etion of a bachelor of arts or a bachel or of science

degree or an _equi val ent _under graduat e degree.

Road-t o- | ndependence Schol arship funds shall not be used for

education or training after a young adult has attained a

bachel or of arts or a bachel or of science degree or_an

equi val ent under graduat e degree.

j.+ The departnment shall evaluate and renew each
award annual ly during the 90-day period before the young
adult's birthday. In order to be eligible for a renewal award
for the subsequent year, the young adult nust:

(1) Conplete the nunber of at—teast—12 semrester hours,

or the equivalent considered full tinme by the educationa

institution, in the last academ c year in which the young

adult earned a schol arship, except for a young adult who neets
the requirenments of s. 1009.41.

(1) Maintain appropriate progress as required by the
educational institution the—eurutativegradepoint—average
regui+red—by—the—scholarship—proegram except that, if the young

adult's progress is grades—are insufficient to renew the
schol arship at any tinme during the eligibility period, the

young adult may restore eligibility by inproving his or her

progress the—grade—point—average to the required | evel.
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k.}— Schol arship funds may be term nated during the
interimbetween an award and the evaluation for a renewa
award if the department determ nes that the award recipient is
no longer enrolled in an educational institution as defined in
sub- subparagraph 2.d., or is no longer a state resident. The
departnment shall notify a student who is term nated and i nform
the student of his or her right to appeal
|.% An award recipient who does not qualify for a
renewal award or who chooses not to renew the award may
subsequently apply for reinstatenent. An application for
rei nstatenent nust be made before the young adult reaches 23
years of age, and a student may not apply for reinstatenent
nore than once. In order to be eligible for reinstatenent, the
young adult must neet the eligibility criteria and the

criteria for award renewal for the schol arship program

H—A—vyeung—adut—reeeivr-rg—eontinded—serviees—ofthe
foster—ecare—programunder—forrer—s—409-145(3y must—transfer
to—the——scholarship—programby—Juy—3—2003—

(c) Transitional support services.--

1. In addition to any services provided through after
care support or the Road-to-Independence Schol arship, a young
adult fornerly in foster care- nmay receive other appropriate
short-term services, which may include financial, housing,

counsel i ng, enploynment, education, nental health, disability,

and ot her services, if the young adult denonstrates that the
services are critical to the young adult's own efforts to
achi eve sel f-sufficiency and to devel op a personal support
system

2. A young adult formerly in foster care is eligible
to apply for transitional support services if he or she has

reached s 18 years of age but is not yet t+e 23 years of age,

18
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1| was a dependent child pursuant to chapter 39, was living in

2| licensed foster care or in subsidized i ndependent |iving at

3| the tinme of his or her 18th birthday, and had spent at |east 6
4|1 months living in foster care before that date.

5 3. If at any tinme the services are no |longer critica
6| to the young adult's own efforts to achieve self-sufficiency
7| and to devel op a personal support system they shall be

8| term nated.

9 (d) Paynment of aftercare, scholarship, or transitiona
10| support funds.--Paynment of aftercare, scholarship, or

11| transitional support funds shall be nade directly to the

12| recipient unless the recipient requests in witing to the

13| communi ty-based care | ead agency, or the departnent, that the
14| payments or a portion of the paynents be nade directly on the
15| recipient's behalf in order to secure services such as

16| housing, counseling, education, or enploynent training as part
17| of the young adult's own efforts to achieve self-sufficiency
18| that—thepayrents—or—aportion—ofthe payrents—berade

|

27| respensibitities— The young adult who continues with a foster
28| famly shall not be included as a child in cal culating any
29| licensing restriction on the number of children in the foster
30| hone.

31 (e) Appeal s process.--
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1. The Departnment of Children and Family Services
shall adopt by rule a procedure by which a young adult may
appeal an eligibility determ nation or the departnent's
failure to provide aftercare, scholarship, or transitiona

support services_, or the termination of such services, if

such funds are avail abl e.
2. The procedure devel oped by the departnent nust be

readily available to young adults, nust provide tinely

deci sions, and nmust provide for an appeal to the Secretary of

Children and Fami |y Services. The deci sion of the secretary
constitutes final agency action and is reviewable by the court
as provided in s. 120.68.

(6) ACCOUNTABI LITY.--The departnent shall devel op
out cone neasures for the program and ot her perfornmance
measur es.

(7) | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG SERVI CES ADVI SORY COUNCI L
WORKGRAJR. - - The Secretary of Children and Fanmily Services

shal |l establish the Independent Living Services Advisory

Council for the purpose of review ng and neking

recommendat i ons _concerning the inplenmentati on and operation of

the independent |living transition services. This advisory

council shall continue to function as specified in this

subsection until the Legislature determ nes that the advisory

council can no |onger provide a valuable contribution to the

departnent's efforts to achieve the goals of the independent

living transition services.
(a) Specifically, the advisory council werkgreup,

20
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workgredp shall assess the inplenmentation and operation of the
system of independent living transition services and advi se
the departnent on actions that would inprove the ability of
the independent living transition services to neet the
established goals. The advisory council werkgroeup shall keep

the departnent inforned of problens being experienced with the

services, barriers to the effective and efficient integration
of services and support across systenms, and successes that the
system of independent living transition services has achieved.
The departnent shall consider, but is not required to
i mpl enment, the reconmendati ons of the advisory counci
Workgroup.

(b) Fer—the200220083—and—2003—2004—Fi+seal—years— The
advi sory council werkgreup shall report to the appropriate

substantive conrittees of the Senate and the House of
Representatives on the status of the inplenentation of the
system of independent living transition services; efforts to
publicize the availability of aftercare support services, the
Road-t o- | ndependence Schol arship Program and transitiona
support services; specific barriers to financial aid created
by the schol arship and possi bl e solutions; the success of the
servi ces; problens identified; reconmendations for departnent
or legislative action; and the department's inplenentation of
the recomendations contained in the |Independent Living
Services Integration Workgroup Report submitted to the Senate
and the House substantive conmittees Decenber 31, 2002. This

advi sory council werkgreup report shall is—+te be submitted by

Decenber 31 of each year that the council is in existence
Pecerber—31+—2003——and—bPecerber—34+—2604— and shall be

acconpani ed by a report fromthe departnent which identifies

21

CODI NG Wbrds strieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




ENROLLED

2004 Legi sl ature CS for CS for CS for SB 512
2nd Engrossed

1| the recomendations of the advisory council werkgreup and

2| either describes the departnent's actions to inplenent these
3| reconmendations or provides the departnment's rationale for not
4| inplenenting the recommendati ons.

5 (c) Menbers of the advisory council shall be appointed
6| by the secretary of the departnment. The nenbership of the

7| advisory council nust include, at a mninum representatives
8| fromthe headquarters and district offices of the Departnent
9| of Children and Fanmily Services, community-based care |ead

10| agencies, the Agency for Whrkforce Innovation, the Departnent
11| of Education, the Agency for Health Care Administration, the
12| State Youth Advisory Board, Workforce Florida, Inc., the

13| Statewide Guardian Ad Litem Office, foster parents, and

14| advocates for foster children. The secretary shall deternine
15| the length of the termto be served by each nenber appointed
16| to the advisory council, which may not exceed 4 years.

17 (8) PERSONAL PROPERTY. --Property acquired on behal f of
18| clients of this program shall becone the personal property of
19| the clients and is not subject to the requirenments of chapter
20| 273 relating to state-owned tangi bl e personal property. Such
21| property continues to be subject to applicable federal |aws.
22 (9) RULEMAKING. --The departnent shall adopt by rule
23| procedures to adm nister this section, including balancing
24 ar-ship—a

25| whepn—adegquatefunds—are—not—avai-table foral—apptecants—

26 | Fhese—+uwles—shal—balanee the goals of normalcy and safety
27| for the youth and providing previde the caregivers with as
28| much flexibility as possible to enable the youth to

29| participate in normal |ife experiences. The departnent shal
30| not adopt rules relating to reductions in scholarship awards.
31| The departnment shall engage in appropriate planning to
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prevent, to the extent possible, a reduction in scholarship
awards after issuance

Section 2. Subsections (6) through (8) of section
39.701, Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (7)
through (9), respectively, present subsection (6) is anended,
paragraph (j) is added to present subsection (7), and a new
subsection (6) is added to said section, to read:

39.701 Judicial review.--

(6)(a) In addition to the provisions of s.

39.701(1)(a) and (2)(a), the court shall hold a judicia

review hearing within 90 days after a child's 17th birthday

and shall continue to hold tinmely judicial review hearings. In

addition, the court may review the status of the child nore

frequently during the vear prior to the child' s 18th birthday

if necessary. At each review held pursuant to this subsection,

in addition to any information or report provided to the

court, the foster parent, |egal custodian, guardian ad |litem

and the child shall be given the opportunity to address the

court with any information relevant to the child' s best

interests, particularly as it relates to the provision of

i ndependent living transition services. In addition to any

information or report provided to the court, the departnent

shall include in its judicial review social study report

witten verification that the child:

1. Has been provided with a current Medicaid card.

2. Has been provided with a certified copy of his or

her birth certificate and, if the child does not have a valid

driver's license, a Florida identification card issued

pursuant to s. 322.051

3. Has been provided information relating to Socia

Security I nsurance benefits if the child is eligible for such

23
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benefits. |If the child has received these benefits and they

are being held in trust for the child, a full accounting of

those funds shall be provided and the child nust be inforned

about how to access those funds.

4. Has been provided with infornmation and training

related to budgeting skills, interviewing skills, and

parenting skills.

5. Has been provided with all relevant infornmation

related to the Road-to-1ndependence Schol arship, including,

but not limted to, eligibility requirenents, fornms necessary

to apply., and assistance in conpleting the forns.

6. Has an open bank account, or has identification

necessary to open such an account, and has been provided wth

essential banking skills.

7. Has been provided with information on public

assi stance and how to apply.

8. Has been provided a clear understandi ng of where he

or she will be living on his or her 18th birthday, how |iving
expenses will be paid, and what educational program or schoo
he or she will be enrolled in.

(b) At the first judicial review hearing held

subsequent to the child's 17th birthday, in addition to the

requi renents of subsection (7)., the departnent shall provide

the court with an updated case plan that includes specific

information related to i ndependent |iving services that have

been provided since the child's 13th birthday, or since the

date the child cane into foster care, whichever cane | ater

(c) At the tinme of a judicial review hearing held

pursuant to this subsection, if, in the opinion of the court,

the departnent has not conplied with its obligations as

specified in the witten case plan or in the provision of
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i ndependent living services as required by s. 409.1451 and

this subsection, the court shall issue a show cause order. |If

cause is shown for failure to conply, the court shall give the

departnent 30 days within which to conply and, on failure to

conply with this or any subsequent order, the departnment may

be held in contenpt.

(7)€63(a) Prior to every judicial review hearing or
citizen review panel hearing, the social service agency shal
make an investigation and social study concerning al
pertinent details relating to the child and shall furnish to
the court or citizen review panel a witten report that
includes, but is not limted to:

1. A description of the type of placenent the child is
in at the tinme of the hearing, including the safety of the
child and the continuing necessity for and appropri ateness of
the pl acenent.

2. Docunentation of the diligent efforts nmade by al
parties to the case plan to conply with each applicable
provi si on of the plan.

3. The anpunt of fees assessed and collected during
the period of tine being reported.

4. The services provided to the foster famly or |ega
custodian in an effort to address the needs of the child as
indicated in the case plan.

5. A statenent that either:

a. The parent, though able to do so, did not conply
substantially with the provisions of the case plan, and the
agency reconmendati ons;

b. The parent did substantially conply with the

provi sions of the case plan; or
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c. The parent has partially conplied with the
provi sions of the case plan, with a sunmary of additiona
progress needed and the agency recommendati ons.

6. A statenent fromthe foster parent or |ega
custodi an providing any material evidence concerning the
return of the child to the parent or parents.

7. A statenent concerning the frequency, duration, and
results of the parent-child visitation, if any, and the agency
recommendati ons for an expansion or restriction of future
visitation.

8. The nunber of times a child has been renpved from
his or her hone and placed el sewhere, the nunber and types of
pl acenents that have occurred, and the reason for the changes
in placenment.

9. The nunber of tines a child' s educational placenent
has been changed, the nunber and types of educationa
pl acements whi ch have occurred, and the reason for any change
in placenment.

10. If the child has reached 13 years of age but is

not yet 18 years of age, the results of the

prei ndependent-living, life-skills, or independent-living

assessnent, the specific services needed, and the status of

the delivery of the identified services.

11.40— Copies of all nedical, psychol ogical, and
educational records that support the ternms of the case plan
and that have been produced concerning the child, parents, or
any caregiver since the last judicial review hearing.

(b) A copy of the social service agency's witten
report and the witten report of the guardian ad |litem nust be
served on all parties whose whereabouts are known; to the

foster parents or |egal custodians; and to the citizen review
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panel, at |east 72 hours before the judicial review hearing or
citizen review panel hearing. The requirenent for providing
parents with a copy of the witten report does not apply to
those parents who have voluntarily surrendered their child for
adoption or who have had their parental rights to the child
t er mi nat ed.
(c) In a case in which the child has been permanently
pl aced with the social service agency, the agency shal
furnish to the court a witten report concerning the progress
bei ng made to place the child for adoption. If the child
cannot be placed for adoption, a report on the progress nade
by the child towards alternative pernmanency goals or
pl acenents, including, but not limted to, guardianship
| ong-term custody, long-termlicensed custody, or independent
living, must be subnitted to the court. The report nust be
submitted to the court at |least 72 hours before each schedul ed
judicial review
(d) In addition to or in lieu of any witten statenent
provided to the court, the foster parent or |egal custodian
or any preadoptive parent, shall be given the opportunity to
address the court with any information relevant to the best
interests of the child at any judicial review hearing.
(8)A The court and any citizen revi ew panel shal
take into consideration the information contained in the
soci al services study and investigation and all nedical
psychol ogi cal , and educational records that support the terns
of the case plan; testinony by the social services agency, the
parent, the foster parent or |egal custodian, the guardian ad
litemif one has been appointed for the child, and any other
person deemed appropriate; and any relevant and nateria

evi dence submitted to the court, including witten and ora
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reports to the extent of their probative value. These reports
and evidence may be received by the court inits effort to
deternine the action to be taken with regard to the child and
may be relied upon to the extent of their probative val ue,
even t hough not conpetent in an adjudicatory hearing. Inits
del i berations, the court and any citizen revi ew panel shal
seek to determ ne

(j) For a child who has reached 13 years of age but is

not vet 18 vears of age, the adequacy of the child's

preparation for adul thood and independent |iving.

Section 3. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
1009. 25, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1009. 25 Fee exenptions. --

(2) The followi ng students are exenpt fromthe paynent
of tuition and fees, including lab fees, at a school district
t hat provi des postsecondary career and technical prograns,
comunity college, or state university:

(c) A student who te—whem the state has determined is
eligible for the awarded—a Road-to-I|ndependence Schol arship

regardl ess of whether an award is issued or not, or a_student

who is or was at the tine he or she reached 18 years of age in
the custody of a relative under s. 39.5085, or who is adopted
fromthe Departnment of Children and Family Services after My
5, 1997. Such exenption includes fees associated with

enroll ment in vocational -preparatory instruction and

conpl etion of the college-level conmunication and conputation
skills testing program Such an exenption is available to any
student who was in the custody of a relative under s. 39.5085
at the tine he or she reached 18 years of age or was adopted

fromthe Departnment of Children and Family Services after My
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1 5, 1997; however, the exenption renmains valid for no nore than
2| 4 years after the date of graduation from hi gh school

3 Section 4. Pursuant to section 11.45(2), Florida

4| Statutes, the Auditor General shall perform both an

5| operational audit and a performance audit, as defined in

6| section 11.45(1), Florida Statutes, of the independent |iving
7| transition services programwithin the Departnment of Children
8| and Family Services and shall subnit a report to the Governor
9| the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

10| Representatives, the Secretary of Children and Fanily

11| Services, and the appropriate substantive commttees of the

12| Senate and the House of Representatives no later than February
13| 28, 2005.

14 Section 5. The Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and
15| Governnment Accountability devel op recommendations for the

16| mini num system standards for the independent living transition
17| services systemrequired in section 409.1451(6), Florida

18| Statutes. These recomrendations shall be devel oped with advice
19| fromthe key stakeholders in the independent living transition
20| service system including, but not limted to, independent
21| living services staff of the Departnent of Children and Family
22| Services and community-based care | ead agencies,
23| representatives of the State Youth Advisory Board, other youth
24| and young adults who are or have been in the foster care
25| system foster parents, and representatives fromother state
26| agencies and community service providers who are involved in
27| serving this population. These reconmendations shall be
28| provided to the Departnment of Children and Family Services on
29| or before Novenber 30, 2004.
30 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becomng a
31| | aw.
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