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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/SB 540
Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative Greenstein offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent
On page 4, line 8, through page 5, line 5,

renove: all of said lines

and i nsert:

in the waters of the state. The enhanced study shall include an

assessnment of factors that the conm ssion may use when seeki ng

to provide manatees with the maxi num protecti on possible while

considering recreational uses of the state's waterways. An

addi ti onal goal of the enhanced study is to collect data that

wi Il enable resource managers and state and | ocal policynakers,

in consultation with the public, to devel op and i npl enent sound

sci ence-based policies to i nprove nanatee habitat, establish
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manat ee protecti on zones, and enhance safe boating opportunities

wi t hout endangeri ng the nmanat ees.

(2)(a) As part of the enhanced manat ee protection study,

the Legi slature intends that the comm ssion shall contract with

Mote Marine Laboratory to conduct a "Manatee Habitat and

Subnerged Aguati c Vegetation Assessnent" that specifically

considers, at a mninmum the foll ow ng:

1. The manat ee popul ati ons that congregate in the warm

wat er di scharge sites at power plants in the state, including

potential risks to manatees at these sites from di sease or the

| oss of the warm water habitat; and

2. Howthe |oss of warmwater habitat may affect the size

and health of both the nanatee popul ati on and the heal th of

subnerged aquatic vegetation. The study shall al so consider

other factors that may affect the optimum productivity of

subnmerged aquatic vegetation within the rest of the nanatees

habitat range in the waters of this state.
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