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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/SB 540
Amendrment No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representati ve Needel man offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title anmendnent)
On page 4, line 21, through page 7, line 25,

renove: all of said lines

and i nsert:

contract with a Florida marine research institution to conduct a

manat ee habitat and subnmerged aquatic vegetati on assessnent that

specifically considers:

1. Manhatee popul ations that congregate in the warm wat er

di scharge sites at power plants in the state and the potenti al

ri sks for disease resulting fromincreased congregati on of

manat ees at these sites;

2. Devel opnent of research, nonitoring, and submerged

aguati c vegetation restoration priorities for nmanatee habitat in
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Bill No. CS/SB 540
Amendrment No. (for drafter’s use only)

and near the warmwater discharge sites at power plants in the

state; and

3. The potential inpacts on manatees and nmanat ee habit at

if power plants that provide warm water di scharge sites where

manat ees congregate are cl osed, including how closure wll

affect the size and health of subnerged aquatic vegetation

ar eas.
(b) The Florida narine research institution nmust submt an

interimreport on the nmanatee habitat and subnerged aquatic

vegetation assessnent to the Governor, the Legislature, and the

conm ssi on by Septenber 1, 2006. The interimreport nust detai

the progress of the assessnent. The final report, due to the

Governor, the Legislature, and the commi ssion by January 1,

2007, nust detail the results of the assessnment and i ncl ude

reconmendations for protection of nanatee habitat in warm water

di scharge sites at power plants in the state.

(c) The commi ssion shall ensure that funds allocated to

i npl emrent t he manat ee habitat and subnerged aquati c vegetation

assessnment are expended in a nanner that is consistent wiwth the

requi renents of this subsection. The conmmi ssion may require an

annual audit of the expenditures nade by a Florida nmarine

research institution. Copies of any audit requested under this

subsecti on nust be provided to the appropriate substantive and

appropriations comittees of the Senate and the House of

Representatives as they becone avail abl e.

(3) As part of the enhanced nmnatee protection study, the

Legi slature intends that the comm ssion nmust conduct a sighage

and boat speed assessnent to evaluate the effectiveness of
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manat ee protection signs and sign placenent and to assess boat

speeds. The comm ssion shall evaluate existing data on nanatee

nortality before and after existing nanatee protection zones

wer e established, boater conpliance and conprehensi on of

regul atory signs and buoys, changes in boating traffic patterns,

and nmanatee di stri buti on and behavior. The conm ssi on shal

al so provide recommendati ons on innovative narker designs that

are in conpliance with the federal aids to navigation system

The signage and boat speed assessnent nust address:

(a) The effectiveness of signs and buoys to warn boaters

of manat ee sl owspeed zones, with a goal of devel oping federally

approved standards for narking manatee protection zones;

(b) A determ nation of where buoys may be used in place of

pilings for boating safety purposes; and

(c) An evaluation of higher speed travel corridors in

manat ee zones to deternine the nost effective speed to bal ance

safe boating, recreational use, vessel operating

characteristics, and manatee protection.

The comm ssion shall conplete its signage and boat speed

assessnent by January 1, 2007, and nust submt a report of its

findings to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives by February 1, 2007.

The report nust detail the results of the assessnent and

identify specific reconmendations for devel oping state and | ocal

policies relating to the appropriate placenent of signs,

i ncludi ng innovative markers, in nanatee sl ow-speed zones.
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(4) The conm ssion is authorized to devel op and i npl enent

the use of genetic tagging to inprove its ability to assess the

status and health of the nanatee popul ation, including the

heal th and reproductive capacity of manatees, estinating annual

survival rates through mark recapture studies, determn ning

mgration patterns, and deternmining naternity and paternity.

The devel opnent and use of genetic tagging nay be done in

cooperation with federal agencies or other entities, such as

genetic | aboratories at schools within the State University
System

Section 3. Subsection (6) of section 372.072, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

372.072 Endangered and Threatened Species Act. --

(6) MEASURABLE BI OLOG CAL GOALS. - - Notater—than—February

o o dlit co_shall devel o
bi-ologi-cal—goals—thatdefine manateerecovery— Fhese Measurabl e

bi ol ogi cal goals that define nmanatee recovery devel oped by the

conm ssion, working in conjunction with the United States Fish

and Wldlife Service, shall be used by the comrssioninits

devel opnent of managenent plans or work plans. In addition to
other criteria, these neasurabl e biol ogical goals shall be used
by the commi ssion when eval uating existing and proposed
protection rules, and in determ ning progress in achieving

manat ee recovery. Not later than July 1, 2005, the conmm ssion

shal | devel op rules to define how neasurabl e biol ogi cal goal s

w Il be used by the comm ssion when eval uating the need for

addi ti onal nmnatee protection rul es.
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Section 4. Subject to an appropriation by the Legi sl ature,

the Fish and WIldlife Conservati on Comm ssion shall contract

with a Florida nmarine research institution to conduct the

zz=z=z=z==z======== T | TLE AMENDMENT =================
On page 1, line(s) 23

renove: all of said line

and insert: wth a Florida marine research institution to

conduct a
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