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Florida Senate - 2004 SB 600
By Senator Snith

14- 334- 04
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to state attorneys; anending s.
27.25, F.S.; authorizing state attorneys to
enpl oy process servers; providing powers and
duties of such process servers; exenpting those
process servers fromthe requirenents
applicable to process servers enpl oyed by a
sheriff; amending s. 27.251, F.S.; providing
for special crimnal task force investigators
enpl oyed by state attorneys; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 27.25, Florida Statutes, as anended
by section 9 of chapter 2003-402, Laws of Florida, is amended
to read:

27.25 State attorney authorized to enpl oy personnel
funding fornul a. --

(1) The state attorney of each judicial circuit is
aut hori zed to enploy and establish, in such nunber as is
aut hori zed by the General Appropriations Act, assistant state
attorneys and other staff pursuant to s. 29.005. The state
attorneys of all judicial circuits shall jointly develop a
coordi nated classification and pay plan which shall be
submtted on or before January 1 of each year to the Justice
Admi ni strative Conmm ssion, the office of the President of the
Senate, and the office of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives. Such plan shall be devel oped in accordance
with policies and procedures of the Executive Ofice of the
CGovernor established pursuant to s. 216.181.
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(2) The state attorney of each judicial circuit is
aut hori zed to enploy an executive director. The salary of the
executive director shall be set by the state attorney in
accordance with the policies and procedures of the Executive
O fice of the Governor established pursuant to s. 216.181 and
shal |l not exceed 90 percent of the state attorney's salary.
The duties of the executive director shall be as prescribed by
the state attorney.

(3) Inany judicial circuit where a court reporter is
not avail abl e, any stenographer enployed by a state attorney
is authorized and may be required to performthe services of a
court reporter and shall be entitled to receive the per diem
and fees provided by |aw for such services.

(4) The state attorney of each judicial circuit may

enpl oy process servers. Such a process server may serve

anywhere in the state, a witness subpoena i ssued by any court

or judge within the state or issued in connection with a

crimnal investigation that arises anywhere within the state,

if prior notice is given to the sheriff in whose county

service will be attenpted; however, failure to provide this

notice to the sheriff does not affect the validity of the

service. Process servers enployed by a state attorney are

exenpt fromthe requirenents of s. 48.021(2).

(5)t4) Al paynments for the salary of the state
attorney and the necessary expenses of office, including
sal aries of deputies, assistants, and staff, shall be
consi dered as being for a valid public purpose.

(6) £5) The appropriations for the offices of state
attorneys shall be deternined by a funding forrmula based on
popul ati on and such other factors as nay be deened appropriate
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1|in a nmanner to be determned by this section and the Genera
2 | Appropriations Act.
3 Section 2. Section 27.251, Florida Statutes, is
4 | anended to read:
5 27.251 Special crimnal task force ergantzed—erine
6 | investigators.--The state attorney of each judicial circuit is
7 | authorized to enploy any nunicipal or county police officer or
8| sheriff's deputy on a full-tine basis as an investigator for
9| the state attorney's office with full powers of arrest
10 | throughout the judicial circuit, provided such investigator
11| serves on a special task force to investigate any crimna
12 | activity matters—invobving—organtzed——erire;-and, provi ded
13| further, that the salary of such nmunicipal or county police
14 | officer or sheriff's deputy shall be paid by the city, county,
15| or sheriff by which the investigator is principally enployed,
16 | and with the consent of the county, sheriff, or nmunicipality.
17 | The arrest powers granted herein shall be exercised only in
18 | the furtherance of the conduct of the business of the special
19 | task force to which such nunicipal or county police officer or
20| sheriff's deputy is assigned by the said state attorney.
21 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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24 SENATE SUMVARY
25 Aut hori zes state attorneys to enploy process servers.
Provi des for power of such process. Servers. Provides for
26 special crimnal task force investigators enployed by
7 state attorneys.
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