F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0605 2004
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to specialty license plates; anending ss.
3 320. 08056 and 320.08058, F.S.; creating the Di scover
4 Florida's COceans license plate; providing for the
5 di stribution of annual use fees received fromthe sal e of
6 such plates; providing an effective date.
5
8| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
9
10 Section 1. Paragraph (ss) is added to subsection (4) of
11| section 320.08056, Florida Statutes, to read:
12 320. 08056 Specialty license plates.--
13 (4) The following license plate annual use fees shall be
14| collected for the appropriate specialty |icense plates:
15 (ss) Discover Florida's Cceans |license plate, $25.
16 Section 2. Subsection (45) is added to section 320. 08058,
17| Florida Statutes, to read:
18 320. 08058 Specialty license plates.--
19 (45) DI SCOVER FLORIDA' S OCEANS LI CENSE PLATES. - -
20 (a) The departnment shall devel op a Discover Florida's
21| Cceans license plate as provided in this section. D scover
22| Florida's Oceans |license plates nust bear the col ors and desi gn
23| approved by the departnent. The word "Florida" nust appear at
24| the top of the plate, and the words "D scover Florida s Qceans"
25| nust appear at the bottom of the pl ate.
26 (b) The departnent shall retain all revenues fromthe sale
27| of such plates until all startup costs for devel opi ng and
28| issuing the plates are recovered, not to exceed $60, 000.
29| Thereafter, the proceeds of the annual use fee shall be
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30| distributed to the Hubbs Florida Ocean Fund, a 501(c)(3) public

31| charity, for the specific purpose of adm nistering the annual

32| use fees received fromthe sale of the plates as foll ows:

33 1. Twenty percent of the funds received by the Hubbs
34| Florida Gcean Fund shall be distributed to the Wildlife

35 Foundati on of Florida, Inc., to be used for ocean, estuarine, or

36| coastal scientific research, conservation, and education

37| projects.

38 2. Up to 10 percent of the funds received by the Hubbs

39| Florida Ccean Fund may be used for administrative costs directly

40| associ ated with Hubbs- Seawrl d Research Institute research,

41| conservation, and education prograns and the Di scover Florida's

42| (Qceans |icense plate.
43 3. Up to 15 percent of the funds received by the Hubbs
44| Florida OCcean Fund may be used for continuing pronotion and

45| nmarketing of the |icense plate.

46 4. The renmi nder of the funds received by the Hubbs

47| Florida Ocean Fund shall be used to collect, analyze, archive,

48| and publish scientific data regarding Florida's ocean, estuary,

49| and coastal habitats and species that inhabit, utilize, or

50| migrate in state waters or along the state's coastal areas; to

51| provide response, care, assistance, and research as part of

52| Hubbs-SeaWrld Research Institute's statewide role in responding

53| to and archiving data on stranded nari ne species; to construct

54| and nmmintain a marine and coastal research center in association
55| with the Archie Carr National WIdlife Refuge on | ands donated

56| to Hubbs-SeaWrld Research Institute by the Richard King Ml I on
57| Foundation; to train teachers and students to enhance scientific

58| literacy, scientific research conpetency, and technol ogy
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59| devel opnent; to conduct ocean-space aquatic research and
60| scientific research focused on ocean observations from space; to
61| conduct research on econom c benefits of the state's ocean,
62| estuary, and coastal resources and public use of those
63| resources; to create research and educati on prograns that
64| contribute to the devel opnent of the state's know edge
65| infrastructure and diversify the econony; and to inpl enent
66| prograns that seek objective, conmon-sense, scientific solutions
67| to the conplex nmari ne and coastal ecol ogi cal problens facing the
68| state.
69 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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