F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0665 2004

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to statew de internedi ary assi stance for

3 faith-based and community-based organi zati ons; providing

4 | egi sl ative findings; designating the Florida Faith-Based
5 Associ ation as a statew de internediary organi zation for

6 certain purposes; providing duties of the association;

7 requiring a report; providing appropriations; providing

8 duties of the Chief Financial Oficer; providing an

9 ef fective date.
10
11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
12
13 Section 1. Statewide internediary organi zation for faith-
14| based and community- based col | aborati on and assi st ance. - -
15 (1) FINDINGS --The Legislature determ nes that devel opi ng
16| a faith-based initiative would be in the best interest of the
17| citizens of this state. The Legi sl ature acknow edges the
18| trenendous pool of hunman resources within the "arm es of
19| conpassion" in this state, recogni zes the need to recruit,
20| organize, nobilize, educate, train, and provide | eadership for
21| this vast arny, and recogni zes the need for a statew de
22| internediary organization to provi de these necessary
23| administrative services.
24 (2) DESIGNATION --The Florida Faith-Based Associ ati on,
25| which was incorporated in this state in August 2001 and
26| qualified for nonprofit status under s. 501(c)(3) of the United
27| States Internal Revenue Code in April 2003, is designated as a
28| statewide internediary organi zation to provide assistance to
29| faith-based organi zations that are interested in providing
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30| social services. The association is not a governnent agency and

31| no nenber of the board of directors may be a state officer. For

32| purposes of this act, an "internediary organi zation" is an

33| organization that is famliar with the faith community, with the

34| prograns of governnent social service agencies, and wth

35| successful faith-based prograns that serve as exanpl es of best

36| practices, is not a |local congregation or a traditional social

37| service provider, but is an organi zation that exists between

38| those entities and has the purpose of hel ping them work toget her

39| to reach the poor and needy.

40 (3) DUTIES --To function as a statew de internedi ary

41| organi zation, the Florida Faith-Based Associ ati on shall

42 (a) Convene a mninmumof tw neetings of stakeholders in

43| each of the six regions of this state defined by the

44| internediary organi zation to identify regi onal needs and devel op

45| a plan to neet those needs

46 (b) Provide at |east six regional training conferences for

47| faith-based and communi ty-based organi zati ons. These training

48| conferences shall focus on issues such as capacity devel opnent,

49| best practices, effective collaboration with governnent and

50| community-based organi zati ons, neasuring and documenti ng

51| outcones, and fund devel opnent as well as other needs identified

52| by the regional faith-based and community-based | eaders and

53| their governmental |iaisons.

54 (c) Inprove coll aboration between public and private

55| agencies, hel ping them focus on their shared objectives.

56 (d) Wrk with local, state, and federal agency liaisons to

57| conprehensively assess the hunan needs in communities in this

58| state and recruit and train faith-based organi zations to neet
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59| those needs.

60 (e) Wthin 18 nonths after July 1, 2004, publish a

61| detailed report of the needs assessnent results and provide a

62| copy of the report to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

63| and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

64 (f) Convene annual statewi de sunmmits of faith-based and

65| community-based | eaders as well as representatives of

66| appropriate |local, state, and federal agencies.
67 (g)l. Use the current statew de database of over 20, 000
68| faith-based organizations in this state to analyze the

69| strategies and prograns currently being used.

70 2. Continue to update and keep current the statew de

71| database of over 20,000 faith-based organizations in this state.

72 (h) ldentify best practices anong faith-based and

73| conmmunity-based organi zati ons and devel op and publish a |ist of

74| those prograns.

75 (i) Ofer best-practices training in the area of service

76| delivery, as well as capacity buil ding statew de.

77 (j) Develop and inpl enent annual strategi c pl ans.

78 (k) Produce annual printed and online faith-based

79| resources directories.

80 (I) Create a board of directors of no | ess than 12 and no

81| nore than 18 nenbers that would represent each of the six

82| regions of this state

83 (m Devel op three advisory commttees, one each in the

84| areas of spiritual | eadership, capacity devel opnent, and

85| advocacy.
86 (n) Develop six regional internediary organi zati ons and,

87| if necessary, develop |ocal internediary organi zati ons.
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88 (o) Exanmine barriers to state-funded or federally funded

89| provision of services by faith-based organi zati ons.

90 (p) Serve as fiscal internediary for state or federa

91| grants directed to faith-based organi zati ons and conmuni ty-based

92| organi zations.

93 (g) Develop private natching funds to the extent that the

94| association would be able to denonstrate total sustainability
95| within 36 nonths after July 1, 2004.

96 (r) Devel op specific outcome neasures for the quantity and

97| quality of services delivered to the state and the cost -

98| effectiveness of those services.

99 (s) Function as a liaison to work in partnership with the
100 Wiite House Ofice of Faith and Conmunity Initiatives.
101 (4) REPORT.--By January 1 of each year, the Florida Faith-

102 Based Associ ation shall submt to the Governor, the President of

103| the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives an

104| annual audited report which shall describe the activities of the

105 association in fulfilling its duties as a statew de faith-based

106| organi zati on, account for expenditures by the association of

107| funds distributed by the Chief Financial Oficer to the

108| association for purposes of inplenenting this act, and reconnmend
109| to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
110| Representatives changes to the laws of this state necessary to

111 fulfill the association’ s purposes and duti es.
112 Section 2. Notwithstanding ss. 216.181 and 216. 292,
113| Florida Statutes, and pursuant to s. 216.351, Florida Statutes

114| the following suns are appropriated fromthe General Revenue

115| Fund to the Departnent of Financial Services for distribution to

116| the Florida Faith-Based Association for purposes of devel opnent
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117| as a statewide internediary organi zation: $700,000 for fiscal
118| year 2004-2005, $600,000 for fiscal year 2005-2006, and $500, 000
119| for fiscal year 2006-2007. The Chief Financial Oficer shall
120| distribute such nobneys to the association each year for which an
121| appropriation is nmade for purposes of inplenenting this act. The
122| association shall docunent receipt and uses of such noneys for
123| the purposes specified in this act and shall include such
124| docunentation in the report required under section 1.

125 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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