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CHAMBER ACTI ON

The Conmittee on Health Care reconmends the foll ow ng:

Conmittee Substitute
Renove the entire bill and insert:

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to continuing education for health care
practitioners; anmending s. 456.025, F.S.; deleting
requi renents for the Departnment of Health to adm nister an
el ectroni c continuing education tracking systemfor health
care practitioners; creating s. 456.0251, F.S.; providing
for enforcenment of continuing education requirenents
required for license renewal; authorizing citations and
fines to be inposed for failure to conply with required
conti nui ng education requirenents; anending s. 456.072,
F.S.; providing for discipline of |icensees who fail to
nmeet continui ng education requirenents as a prerequisite
for license renewal three or nore tines; providing

penal ties; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (7) of section 456.025, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:
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24 456. 025 Fees; receipts; disposition.--

25 (7) Each board, or the departnment if there is no board,

26| shall establish, by rule, a fee not to exceed $250 for anyone

27| seeking approval to provide continuing education courses or

28| prograns and shall establish by rule a biennial renewal fee not
29| to exceed $250 for the renewal of providership of such courses.
30| The fees collected fromcontinuing education providers shall be
31| wused for the purposes of review ng course provider applications,
32| nmonitoring the integrity of the courses provided, and covering
33| legal expenses incurred as a result of not granting or renew ng
34| a providershi p—and—developing—and—raintaini-ng—an—electronic

35 . I : K I I hall

36| inml | : o I : K ﬁ
37 : . : .

38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45 Section 2. Section 456.0251, Florida Statutes, is created
46| to read:

47 456. 0251 Continui ng educati on. - -

48 (1) Unless otherwi se provided in a profession' s practice

49| act, each board, or the departnent if there is no board, shal

50| establish by rule procedures for approval of continuing

51| education providers and continui ng educati on courses for renewal
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52| of licenses. Except for those continuing educati on courses whose

53| subjects are prescribed by | aw, each board, or the departnent if

54| there is no board, may limt by rule the subject matter for

55| approved continui ng education courses to courses addressing the

56| scope of practice of each respective health care profession

57 (2) Licensees who have not conpleted all of the nunber of

58| continuing education credits required for licensure during a

59| biennium may request an extension of 3 nonths after the date of

60| the end of the |license renewal bienniumw thin which to conplete

61| the requisite hours for license renewal. Each board, or the

62| departnent if there is no board, shall establish by rule

63| procedures for requesting a 3-nonth extensi on and whet her proof

64| of conpletion of some approved hours of continuing education are

65| required to be submtted with the request for extension as a

66| prerequisite for granting the request.

67 (3) Failure to conplete the requisite nunmber of continuing

68| educati on hours within a license renewal bienniumor within a 3-

69| nonth period after the date of the end of the |license renewal

70| biennium if such an extension was requested and granted, shal

71| be grounds for issuance of a citation and a fine, plus a

72| requirenent that at |least the deficit hours are conpleted within

73| a tine established by rule of the applicable board, or the

74| departnent if there is no board. Each board, or the departnent

75| if there is no board, shall establish by rule a fine for each

76| continuing education hour which was not conpleted within the

77| license renewal bienniumor the 3-nponth extension period

78| followng the |last day of the biennium if the extensi on was

79| requested and granted, not to exceed $500 per each hour not
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80| conpleted. The issuance of the citation and fine shall not be

81| considered discipline. Acitation and a fine issued under this

82| subsection may only be issued to a |icensee a naxi hum of two

83| tines for two separate failures to conplete the requisite nunber

84| of hours for |license renewal .

85 (4) The departnent shall report to each board no | ater

86| than 3 nonths following the |ast day of the |icense renewal

87| bienniumthe percentage of |icensees regulated by that board who

88| have not tinely conplied with the continui ng education

89| requirenents during the previous |license renewal bienniumfor

90| which the auditing of |licensees regulated by that board is

91| conpleted. Each board shall provide the departnent with the

92| percentage of |licensees regulated by that board that are to be

93| audited during the next |license renewal biennium In addition to

94| the percentage of |icensees audited as directed by the boards,

95| the departnment shall audit those |icensees found to be deficient

96| during any of the two |icense renewal bienniuns.

97 Section 3. Paragraph (ff) is added to subsection (1) of
98| section 456.072, Florida Statutes, to read:

99 456. 072 G ounds for discipline; penalties; enforcenent.--
100 (1) The following acts shall constitute grounds for which

101| the disciplinary actions specified in subsection (2) may be
102| taken:
103 (ff) Failure for three or nore tines to conplete the

104| requisite nunber of continuing education hours within a |icense

105 renewal bienniumperiod or within the 3-nonth period after the

106| date of the end of the license renewal biennium if such an

107| extension was requested and granted.
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108 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon beconming a | aw.
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