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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 821 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representati ves Ausl ey, Kosnas, and Rich offered the foll ow ng:

Amrendnent (with title amendnent)

Renmove everything after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Chapter 1014, Florida Statutes, shall be
entitled "Early Learning" and shall consist of ss. 1014.01-
1014. 54.

Section 2. Part | of chapter 1014, Florida Statutes, shal

be entitled "CGeneral Provisions" and shall consist of ss.
1014. 01-1014. 10.
Section 3. Section 1014.01, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1014.01 Nane. --Chapter 1014 shall be known as "Early
Learni ng."

Section 4. Section 1014.02, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:
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1014.02 Definitions.--Wen used in this chapter and ot her
sections of Florida Statutes referenced in this chapter,

specific definitions shall be as foll ows:

(1) "Child care center" neans the type of early chil dhood

educati on provider defined in s. 402.302.

(2) "Departnment" neans the Departnent of Education.

(3) "Director" neans an onsite person ultinately

responsi ble for the overall operation of a child care center or

specialized child care center for mldly ill children,

regardl ess of whether he or she is the owner of the center.

(4) "Early chil dhood education" neans child devel opnent or

child care, that is provided for a period of |less than 24 hours

per day on a regul ar basis, and for which a paynent of a fee or

grant i s nmade.

(5) "Early chil dhood educati on provider"” neans a provider

of early chil dhood educati on services. The termincludes public

and private providers, including child care centers, specialized

child care centers for mldly ill children, famly child care

hones, large famly child care hones, and informal providers,

regardl ess of whether a provider is |licensed, registered, exenpt

fromlicensure, or unregul ated under s. 402. 305.

(6) "Early |learning" neans the enhancenent of a child's

ability to nake age- appropriate progress in the devel opnent of

| anguage and cognitive capabilities, including early literacy

skills, enotional, social, regulatory, and noral capacities,

t hrough education in basic skills, as part of an early | earning

program provi ded pursuant to this chapter.
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(7) "Early Learning Council" neans the council established

ins. 1014.41 to adm nister early chil dhood educati on prograns

and servi ces, excluding voluntary universal prekindergarten, at

the | ocal |evel.

(8 "Early learning funds" neans all state and federal

funds appropriated to the Departnent of Education for delivery

and adm nistration of early |l earning prograns. Except as

ot herwi se expressly provided by |law, the term does not include

funds provided for the Business Partnership for Early Learning
under s. 1014.50.

(9) "Early learning prograns” neans prograns that provide

st at e-funded services under this chapter, including early

chi | dhood educati on and the voluntary uni versal prekindergarten
program

(10) "Famly day care hone" neans the type of early
chi | dhood educati on provider defined in s. 402.302(7).

(11) "Infornmal provider" neans a service provider that is

unregul ated under part IV of this chapter and, accordingly, is

not required to be licensed or regi stered under part IV of this

chapter, and is not exenpted fromlicensure pursuant to s.

402. 305. The termincludes an arrangenent in which early

chi | dhood education is provided by a relative of the child or by

anot her unregul ated caregi ver, regardl ess of whether those

services are provided in the child' s residence or at another

| ocati on.

(12) "Kindergarten eligibility" neans the age at which a

child is eligible for adm ssion to public kindergarten under
s.1003.21(1)(a)2.
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(13) "Large famly child care hone" neans the type of

early chil dhood education provider defined in s. 402.302(8).

(14) "Operator" nmeans an onsite person ultimtely

responsi ble for the overall operation of a famly child care

home or large famly child care hone, regardl ess of whether he

or she is the owner of the hone.

(15) "Omer" neans the person who is licensed or

regi stered to operate as an early chil dhood educati on provider.

(16) "Paynent certificate" neans a "child care
certificate" as defined in 45 CF. R s. 98.2.

(17) "Single point of entry" neans an integrated

information systemthat allows a parent to enroll his or her

child in early learning prograns at various |ocations throughout

the county or nulticounty regi on served by an early | earning

council, that may allow a parent to enroll his or her child by

t el ephone or through an Internet website, and that uses a

unified waiting list to track eligible children waiting for

enrollnment in available early |earning prograns.

(18) "Voluntary Universal prekindergarten funds" neans all

state funds appropriated to the Departnent of Education for the

vol untary universal prekindergarten program

(19) "Voluntary Universal Prekindergarten progranf neans

the voluntary universal prekindergarten educati on program
mandated by s.1(b) and (c), Article | X of the State

constitution.

(20) "Voluntary Universal prekindergarten provider" neans

a provider of the voluntary universal prekindergarten program

The termincludes all providers that neet the criteria specified
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in s.1014. 27 and have signed a fundi ng agreenent pursuant to s.
1014. 28.
Section 5. Section 1014.03, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014. 03 CGovernance; state and |ocal. --
(1) STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON. - -
(a) The State Board of Education is the chief inplenenting

and coordi nati ng body of public education in Florida, and it

shall focus on high-level policy decisions. It has authority to

adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inpl enent

the provisions of |aw conferring duties upon it for the

i nprovenent of early learning prograns including the voluntary

uni versal prekindergarten program Except as ot herw se provi ded

herein, it may, as it finds appropriate, delegate its general

powers to the Conm ssioner of Education or the directors of the

di vi sions of the departnment.

(b) In order to ensure conpliance, the State Board of

Education shall have the authority to request and receive

information, data, and reports fromearly | earning councils and

provi ders governed by this chapter.

1. |If an early learning council, a voluntary universal

preki ndergarten provider, or an early chil dhood educati on

provi der cannot satisfactorily docunent conpliance, the State

Board of Education nay mandate conpliance within a specified

timefrane.

2. If the State Board of Educati on determ nes that an

early learning council, a voluntary universal prekindergarten

provider, or an early chil dhood education provider is unwilling
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or unable to conply with |aw or state board rule within the

specified tine, the State Board of Education shall have the

authority to initiate any of the foll owi ng acti ons:

a. Report to the Legislature that the early | earning

council, voluntary universal prekindergarten provider, or an

early chil dhood educati on provi der has been unwilling or unable

to conply with law or state board rule and reconmmend action to

be taken by the Legi sl ature.

b. Wthhold the transfer of state funds, discretionary

grant funds, or any other funds specified as eligible for this

purpose by the Legislature until the early |earning council,

vol untary uni versal prekindergarten provider, or an early

chi | dhood education provider conplies with the |law or state

board rul e.

c. Require nonthly or periodic reporting on the situation

related to nonconpliance until it is renedied.

(c) The State Board of Education shall ensure that

adm nistrative costs associated with delivering early chil dhood

education prograns and services during fiscal year 2004-2005 do

not exceed adm nistrative costs associated with delivering those

prograns and services during fiscal year 2003-2004.

(d) The State Board of Education nay adopt rul es pursuant

to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 necessary for the inplenentation of

this section.

(2) EARLY LEARNI NG ADVI SORY COUNCI L. --The Early Learning
Advi sory Council|l shall be responsible for the activities
prescribed in s. 1014. 05.
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(3) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON. - - The Departnent of Education
shall be responsible for:

(a) Devel oping standards for all early | earning prograns.

(b) Facilitating the process by which early | earning

i nstructional personnel neet mninumtraining standards as
specified in s. 1014. 07.
(c) Providing technical assistance to early |earning

councils and all providers.

(d) Mnitoring early | earning councils and providers to

ensure conpliance with all applicable |laws and rul es.

(e) Creating and inplenenting a consuner education and

protection programas specified in s. 1014. 43.

(f) Providing or securing provision of services and

functions necessary for effective and efficient inplenentation

of this chapter.
(4) COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON. - - The Conmi ssi oner of
Education is authorized to suspend or prohibit an eligible

vol untary uni versal prekindergarten provider or early chil dhood

education provider fromparticipation in publicly-funded early

| earning prograns and to take other action as necessary to

ensure conpliance with program provider eligibility.

(a) The Comm ssioner of Education nmay investigate

al | egati ons of nonconpliance with law or state board rule and

may det erm ne probabl e cause.

(b) The Conmm ssioner of Education shall report to the

State Board of Education nonconpliance with |aw or state board

rul e.
(c) In addition, the Conm ssioner of Education shall:
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1. Oversee the conpliance of the Division of Early

Learning and early learning councils with curricul um standards
defined in s. 1014.47 and state board rul es.

2. Oversee the evaluation and accountability conponents

of the prograns as defined in s.1014.07 and state board rule.
(5) DIVISION OF EARLY LEARNI NG --The D vision of Early
Learni ng shall be responsible for the admnistration of early

| earni ng prograns. The division shall issue fiscal and policy

guidance to early learning councils including standard contract

and voucher agreenent |anguage. In addition, the division is

responsi bl e for issuing guidance to early | earning councils

regardi ng paynent rates, parent fees, and other nmatters rel ated

the early | earning program

(a) Pursuant to federal regulations, the division shal

ensure that no nore than 5 percent of aggregate funds in each

fiscal year is expended for adm nistrative activities. The

di vision shall work with subrecipients to properly classify and

capture expenditures as direct, non-direct and adni nistrative.

(b) The division shall establish and mai ntain contracting,

paynent and reporting systens that provide tinely infornation to

the Legislature including, but not limted to, information about

expendi tures and nunbers of children served.

(c) The division shall naintain a list of providers of

publicly funded early | earni ng prograns.

(d) The division shall inplenent audit procedures to

ensure that providers have accurately been designated as

eligible to provide the voluntary uni versal prekindergarten
program
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(e) In an effort to provide for the efficient use of

program funding, the division shall fully utilize federal funds,

as well as state and | ocal natching funds.

(f) The division shall be responsible to ensure that

federal and state funds are used in conpliance with | aws,

regul ati ons, and contracts or grant agreenents and that

performance goals are achi eved.

(g) The division shall be responsible for devel opi ng and

distributing informati on about best practices for effective and

cost efficient service delivery and nanagenent of early |earning

pr ogr ans.
(h) The division shall establish a neans by which the

public can provide coments and recomendati ons for the

successful inplenmentation of the voluntary universal

pr eki ndergarten program

(i) The division shall provide neans by which individuals

may notify the Departnent of Education of any provider that nmay

be in violation of state laws or rules relating to the voluntary

uni versal prekindergarten program

(j) The division shall ensure that the early chil dhood

educati on and voluntary uni versal prekindergarten prograns are

delivered as a conti nuum of services for children ages birth to

5 and that effective nechani snms and procedures for coordination

bet ween the prograns are inpl enented throughout the state.

Section 6. Section 20.15, Florida Statutes, is anended to
read:

20. 15 Departnent of Education.--There is created a
Department of Educati on.
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(1) STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION.--1n accordance with s. 2
Art. I X of the State Constitution, the State Board of Education
is a body corporate and nmust supervise the systemof free public
education as is provided by |aw. The State Board of Education is
t he head of the Departnent of Educati on.

(2) COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON. - - The Conmi ssi oner of
Education is appointed by the State Board of Education and
serves as the Executive Director of the Departnent of Education

(3) DIVISIONS. --The foll ow ng divisions of the Departnent
of Education are est ablished:

(a) Division of Community Coll eges.

(b) Division of Public Schools.

(c) Division of Colleges and Universities.

(d) Division of Vocational Rehabilitation.

(e) Division of Blind Services.

(f) Division of Early Learning.

(4) DIRECTORS. --The directors of all divisions shall be
appoi nted by the conmm ssioner subject to approval by the state

boar d.

(5) PONERS AND DUTIES. --The State Board of Education and
t he Conmm ssioner of Education shall assign to the divisions such
powers, duties, responsibilities, and functions as are necessary
to ensure the greatest possible coordination, efficiency, and
ef fecti veness of education for students in K- 20 education

(6) COUNCILS AND COW TTEES. - - Not wi t hst andi ng anyt hi ng
contained in law to the contrary, the comm ssioner shall appoint
all nmenbers of all councils and commttees of the Departnent of
Educati on, except the Conm ssion for |ndependent Education, and
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t he Education Practices Conm ssion, and the Early Learning

Advi sory Counci |
(7) BQARDS. -- Notwi t hst andi ng anything contained in law to

the contrary, all nmenbers of the university and conmunity

col | ege boards of trustees nust be appointed according to
chapt er 1001.

Section 7. Section 20.50, Florida Statutes, is anended to
read:

20.50 Agency for Workforce Innovation.--There is created
t he Agency for Workforce Innovation within the Departnent of
Managenent Services. The agency shall be a separate budget
entity, and the director of the agency shall be the agency head
for all purposes. The agency shall not be subject to control,
supervision, or direction by the Departnment of Managenent
Services in any manner, including, but not limted to,
personnel , purchasing, transactions involving real or personal
property, and budgetary nmatters.

(1) The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation shall ensure that
the state appropriately adm nisters federal and state workforce
fundi ng by adm nistering plans and policies of Wrkforce
Florida, Inc., under contract with Wirkforce Florida, Inc. The
operati ng budget and m dyear anmendments thereto nust be part of
such contract.

(a) Al programand fiscal instructions to regional
wor kf orce boards shall enmanate fromthe agency pursuant to plans
and policies of Wrkforce Florida, Inc. Wrkforce Florida, Inc.,
shall be responsible for all policy directions to the regional
boar ds.
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(b) Unless otherw se provided by agreenent with Wrkforce
Florida, Inc., admnistrative and personnel policies of the
Agency for Workforce Innovation shall apply.

(2) The Agency for Workforce Innovation shall be the
desi gnated adm ni strative agency for recei pt of federal
wor kf or ce devel opnment grants and ot her federal funds, and shal
carry out the duties and responsibilities assigned by the
Governor under each federal grant assigned to the agency. The
agency shall be a separate budget entity and shall expend each
revenue source as provided by federal and state | aw and as
provi ded in plans devel oped by and agreenments with Wrkforce
Florida, Inc. The agency shall prepare and submt as a separate
budget entity a unified budget request for workforce
devel opnent, in accordance with chapter 216 for, and in
conjunction with, Wrkforce Florida, Inc., and its board. The
head of the agency is the director of Wirkforce Innovation, who
shall be appointed by the Governor. Accountability and reporting
functions of the agency shall be adm nistered by the director or
his or her designee. Included in these functions are budget
managenent, financial managenent, audit, performnce nanagenent
standards and control s, assessing outcomes of service delivery,
and financial adm nistration of workforce progranms pursuant to
S. 445.004(5) and (9). Wthin the agency's overal
organi zational structure, the agency shall include the follow ng
of fices which shall have the specified responsibilities:

(a) The Ofice of Wrkforce Services shall adm nister the
unenpl oynent conpensati on program the Rapid Response program
the Work Opportunity Tax Credit program the Alien Labor
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Certification program and any other progranms that are delivered
directly by agency staff rather than through the one-stop
delivery system The office shall be directed by the Deputy
Director for Wrrkforce Services, who shall be appointed by and
serve at the pleasure of the director

(b) The Ofice of Program Support and Accountability shal
adm nister state nmerit system programstaff within the workforce
service delivery system pursuant to policies of Wrkforce
Florida, Inc. The office shall be responsible for delivering
servi ces through the one-stop delivery systemand for ensuring
that participants in welfare transition prograns receive case
managenent services, diversion assistance, support services,
i ncl udi ng subsi dized child care and transportati on services,
Medi cai d services, and transition assistance to enable themto
succeed in the workforce. The office shall also be responsible
for program quality assurance, grants and contract managenent,
contracting, financial managenent, and reporting. The office
shall be directed by the Deputy Director for Program Support and
Accountability, who shall be appointed by and serve at the
pl easure of the director. The office shall be responsible for:

1. Establishing nonitoring, quality assurance, and quality
i nprovenent systens that routinely assess the quality and
ef fecti veness of contracted prograns and services.

2. Annual review of each regional workforce board and
adm nistrative entity to ensure adequate systens of reporting
and control are in place, and nonitoring, quality assurance, and
quality inmprovenent activities are conducted routinely, and

corrective action is taken to elimnate deficiencies.
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(c) The Ofice of Agency Support Services shall be
responsi bl e for procurenent, human resource services, and
i nformation services including delivering information on | abor
mar kets, enpl oynent, occupations, and performance, and shal
i npl enment and maintain informati on systens that are required for
the effective operation of the one-stop delivery system and—the
school—+readiness—services—system including, but not limted to,
t hose systens described in s. 445.009. The office will be under
the direction of the Deputy Director for Agency Support
Servi ces, who shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of
the director. The office shall be responsible for establishing:

1. Information systens and controls that report reliable,
timely and accurate fiscal and performance data for assessing
out cones, service delivery, and financial admnistration of
wor kf orce prograns pursuant to s. 445.004(5) and (9).

2. Information systens that support service integration
and case managenent by providing for case tracking for
participants in welfare transition prograns.

F—tnformetion-systensthat support—school readihess
servi-ces—

(d) The Unenpl oynent Appeal s Conmm ssion, authorized by s.
443. 012, shall not be subject to the control, supervision, or
direction by the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation in the
performance of its powers and duties but shall receive any and
all support and assistance fromthe agency that may be required
for the performance of its duties.

(3) The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation shall serve as the
desi gnat ed agency for purposes of each federal workforce
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devel opnent grant assigned to it for admnistration. The agency
shall carry out the duties assigned to it by the Governor, under
the ternms and conditions of each grant. The agency shall have
the level of authority and autonony necessary to be the
desi gnated reci pient of each federal grant assigned to it, and
shal | di sperse such grants pursuant to the plans and policies of
Workforce Florida, Inc. The director may, upon del egation from
t he Governor and pursuant to agreement with Workforce Florida,
Inc., sign contracts, grants, and other instrunments as necessary
to execute functions assigned to the agency. Notw thstandi ng
ot her provisions of law, the follow ng federal grants and ot her
funds are assigned for admnistration to the Agency for
Wor kf or ce I nnovati on:

(a) Prograns authorized under Title | of the Wrkforce
| nvest ment Act of 1998, Pub. L. No. 105-220, except for prograns
funded directly by the United States Departnent of Labor under
Title I, s. 167.

(b) Progranms authorized under the Wagner- Peyser Act of
1933, as anended, 29 U S. C. ss. 49 et seq.

(c) Welfare-to-work grants adm nistered by the United
St ates Departnent of Labor under Title IV, s. 403, of the Soci al
Security Act, as anended.

(d) Activities authorized under Title Il of the Trade Act
of 1974, as anended, 2 U.S.C. ss. 2271 et seq., and the Trade
Adj ust ment Assi stance Program

(e) Activities authorized under chapter 41 of Title 38
U.S. C, including job counseling, training, and placenent for

vet erans.
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(f) Enploynent and training activities carried out under
the Community Services Block Gant Act, 42 U S.C. ss. 9901 et
seq.

(g) Enploynment and training activities carried out under
funds awarded to this state by the United States Departnent of
Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent.

(h) Designated state and | ocal program expenditures under
part A of Title IV of the Social Security Act for welfare
transition workforce services associated with the Tenporary
Assi stance for Needy Fami|ies Program

(1) Prograns authorized under the National and Comunity
Service Act of 1990, 42 U.S.C. ss. 12501 et seq., and the
Servi ce-Anerica prograns, the National Service Trust prograns,
the Gvilian Community Corps, the Corporation for National and
Community Service, the American Conservation and Youth Service
Corps, and the Points of Light Foundation prograns, if such
prograns are awarded to the state.

(j) The Unenpl oynent Conpensati on program provi ded
pursuant to chapter 443.

(k) O her programs funded by federal or state
appropriations, as determned by the Legislature in the General
Appropriations Act or by |aw

(4) The Agency for Workforce Innovation shall provide or
contract for training for enployees of admnistrative entities
and case managers of any contracted providers to ensure they
have the necessary conpetencies and skills to provide adequate

adm ni strative oversight and delivery of the full array of
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client services pursuant to s. 445.004(5)(b). Training
requi renents include, but are not limted to:

(a) Mnimumskills, know edge, and abilities required for
each classification of program personnel utilized in the
regi onal workforce boards' service delivery plans.

(b) Mninmumrequirenents for devel opnent of a regiona
wor kf or ce board supported personnel training plan to include
preservice and inservice conmponents.

(c) Specifications or criteria under which any regional
wor kf orce board may award bonus points or otherw se give
preference to conpetitive service provider applications that
provide mnimumcriteria for assuring conpetent case nmanagenent,
i ncluding, but not limted to, maxi num casel oad per case
manager, current staff turnover rate, m ninnmum educational or
wor k experience requirenments, and a differentiated conpensation
pl an based on the conpetency |evels of personnel.

(d) Mnimumskills, know edge, and abilities required for
contract managenent, including budgeting, expenditure, and
performance information related to service delivery and
financial adm nistration, nonitoring, quality assurance and
i mprovenent, and standards of conduct for enpl oyees of regiona
wor kf or ce boards and adm nistrative entities specifically
related to carrying out contracting responsibilities.

Section 8. Sections 402.26, 402.301, 402.3016, 402.302,
402. 30501, 402. 3135, 402.3145, 411.01, and 411.012, Florida
Statutes, are repeal ed.

Section 9. Section 1014.04, Florida Statutes is created to

read:
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1014.04 Early Learni ng Advi sory Gouncil .- -

(1) The Governor shall appoint an Early Learni ng Advisory

Council to advise the Conmm ssioner of Educati on concerning

i npl enentation of the voluntary universal prekindergarten

program transition of school readiness prograns to the

Depart ment of Education, and operation of early | earning

pr ogr ans.
(2) The Early Learning Advisory Council shall include, at

a mninmum the foll ow ng nenbers:

(a) A representative of private for-profit early chil dhood

educati on providers;

(b) A representative of faith-based early chil dhood

educati on providers;

(c) A Head Start service provider;

(d) A representative of a programfor prekindergarten

prograns for children with disabilities under the |Individuals

with Disabilities Education Act.

(e) A representative of not-for-profit early chil dhood

educati on providers;

(f) A public school superintendent;

(g) The chair of an early | earning council;

(h) The chair of the Business Partnership for Early

Lear ni ng;
(i) The chair of a local Children's Services Council or

its equival ent;

(j) A parent of a child who is enrolled in a publicly-

funded early | earni ng program

(k) A representative of famly child care hones; and
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(1) A mninum of four representatives of the private

busi ness community who do not derive their incone fromthe

delivery of early chil dhood educati on.

(3) The nenbers nust be geographically and denographically

representative of the state. The governor nay appoint additional

nmenbers to ensure bal anced representation.

(4) Menbers are subject to the ethics provisions in part
|11 of chapter 112.

(5) Menbers shall serve 3-year terns, except that half of

the nmenbers shall have initial appointnents of 2 years. Menbers

may be reappointed for one additional 3-year term

(6) Menbers shall serve wi thout conpensation but are

entitled to rei nbursenent for per diemand travel expenses

incurred in the performance of their duties as provided in s.

112. 061, and rei nbursenent for other reasonable, necessary, and

act ual expenses.
Section 10. Section 1014.05, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014.05 Parental involvenent.--The invol venent of parents

is critical to a child s readiness to learn; therefore, nothing

in this chapter shall be construed to lint the role of a

child s parents as their first teacher.

(1) To provide opportunities for effective parental

i nvol venent, early | earning councils shall ensure that

information is nmade available to parents to enable themto nmake

i nformed choi ces about their child s participation in early

| earni ng prograns, including:
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(a) Information required by s. 402.3125 regarding the

licensure of child care centers and famly child care hones;

(b) Related community resources avail able to neet the

parent’s and child' s needs; and

(c) The requirenents of the consunmer protection systemfor

the voluntary universal prekindergarten program pursuant to
s.1014. 22.
(2) Parents are expected to be active participants in the

early learning programin which they enroll their child. Early

| earni ng program providers nust ensure that opportunities are

made avail able for parents to support their child in devel opi ng

literacy skills and achi eving other early | earning objectives.
Section 11. Section 1014.06, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1014.06 Early learning personnel; training requirenents.--

(1) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

prescribing mnimum standards for the training of early |earning

personnel . These standards shall ensure that each of the

followng early | earning personnel successfully conpletes an

approved introductory course in early chil dhood education, as

evi denced by passage of a conpetency exam nati on:

(a) Directors and other early chil dhood educati on

personnel of child care centers.

(b) Directors and other early chil dhood educati on

personnel of specialized child care centers for mildly il

chi |l dren.

(c) Operators of famly child care hones.

(d) Operators of large famly child care hones.
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These minimumtraining standards do not apply to certain

occasi onal or part-tine support staff, including, but not

limted to, swmmng instructors, piano teachers, dance

instructors, and gymmastics instructors. Universities, comunity

col |l eges, school districts, and private providers are authorized

to coordinate or provide this training.

(2) The departnent shall grant exenptions fromall or a

portion of the required training to a director or other early

chi | dhood educati on personnel of a child care center, of a

specialized child care center for mldly ill children, of a

large famly child care hone, or of a famly child care hong,

based upon educational credentials or passage of conpetency

exam nations. A director or other early chil dhood education

personnel of a child care center, or of a specialized child care

center for mldly ill children, of a large famly child care

hone or of a famly child care hone, who possesses a 2-year

degree or higher that includes 6 college credit hours in early

child devel opnent or child growh and devel opnent, or a child

devel opnent associ ate credential, an equival ent state-approved

chil d devel opnent associate credential, or a child devel opnent

associ ate wai ver certificate shall be autonatically exenpted

fromthe training requirenents in paragraph (3)(b), paragraph
(3)(d), and paragraph (3)(e).

(3) The introductory course for directors and other early

chi | dhood educati on personnel of child care centers and

specialized child care centers for mldly ill children, and for

operators of large famly child care hones, shall be 45 cl ock
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hours. The introductory course for operators of famly child

care hones shall be 30 clock hours. Each approved introductory

course nust cover at |least the foll owi ng topic areas:

(a) State and local rules and regul ati ons governing early

| ear ni ng prograns.
(b) Health, safety, and nutrition.
(c) Ildentifying and reporting of child abuse and negl ect.

(d) Early learning, including typical and atypical

| anguage, cognitive, notor, social, and self-help skills

devel opnent .

(e) Observation of devel opnental behaviors, including the

use of a checklist or other sim /|l ar observation tools and

techni ques to deternmine the child s devel opnental age | evel.

(f) Early literacy and | anguage devel opnent of chil dren

frombirth to 5 years of age.

(g) Oher specialized areas as determ ned by the State

Board of Education. For directors and early chil dhood educati on

personnel of child care centers and specialized child care

centers for mldly ill children, these specialized topic areas

must al so i nclude conputer technology for professional and

cl assroom use.

(h) The introductory course for directors and early

education personnel of child care centers, and of specialized

child care centers for mldly ill children, shall stress, to the

maxi num extent practicable, an interdisciplinary approach to the

study of children.

(4)(a) Each operator of a famly child care honme nust

successfully conplete the training required under this section,
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as evi denced by passage of the conpetency exani nation, before

providing early |learning prograns to a child.

(b) Each director or other early chil dhood educati on

personnel of a child care center or specialized child care

center for mldly ill children, and each operator of a |arge

fam ly child care hone, nust:

1. Begin training to neet the training requirenents within

90 days after initial enploynent within the early learning field

in this state; and

2. Successfully conplete the training required under this

section, as evidenced by passage of the conpetency exam nation,

wthin 1 year after the date on which the traini ng begins.

(5)(a) In order to further their early | earning prograns

and, if appropriate, admnistrative skills, each director,

operator, or other early childhood education personnel required

to be trained under this section who has fulfilled the

requi renments for the introductory training, nust annually

conplete an additional 1 continuing education unit of approved

inservice training, or 10 clock hours of equivalent training, as

determ ned by the State Board of Educati on.

(b) Each director, operator, or early chil dhood educati on

personnel required to be trained under this section nust

conplete 0.5 continuing education units of approved training or

5 clock hours of equivalent training, as deterni ned by the

departnent, in early literacy and | anguage devel opnent of

children frombirth to 5 years of age.
Section 12. Section 1014.061, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:
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1014. 061 Child devel opnent associ ate and child devel opnment

associ ate equival ent curriculum - -

(1) The Departnent of Education shall conduct a program

review of all currently approved child devel opnment associ ate and

chil d devel opnent associ ate equi val ent educati onal prograns and

any corresponding state requirenents in order to assess the

curriculumand testing requirenents and to devel op nmet hods for

the i nprovenent of these requirenents and procedures. The

eval uati on shall be conducted every 3 years. The eval uati on

shall include, but not be limted to, a determ nation of the

accessibility, quality, scope, and sources of current training;

a determnation of the need for specialty training; and a

determ nati on of ways to increase inservice training and ways to

increase the accessibility, quality, and cost-effectiveness of

current and proposed training.
(2) The State Board of Education shall establish rules
identifying curriculum standards for the approval of child

devel opnent associ ate and chil d devel opnent associ ate equi val ent

prograns, and for the renewal of the child devel opnent associ ate

or child devel opnent associ ate equi val ent credential. The

curriculumstandards for the child devel opnent associ ate

equi val ent shall include a requirenment for successful conpletion

of a conpetency based exam nation for which a professiona

certificate will be awarded. The curricul um standards and the

renewal requirenent for the equival ent state-approved child

devel opnent associate credential shall include literacy

education, effective practices for increasing parental

i nvol venent, and strategies to neet the needs of non-English-
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speaki ng children and children with disabilities. Universities,

comunity coll eges, school districts, and private providers are

aut hori zed to deliver training for professional devel opnent.
Section 13. Section 1014.062, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014. 062 Trainer qualifications.--

(1) Early learning professionals teaching an approved 45

cl ock-hour introductory course, a child devel opnent associ ate

credential, or an equival ent state-approved child devel opnent

associ ate credential shall neet the followi ng qualifications at

a m ni mum

(a) Be at |east 21 years old.

(b) Conplete the training course devel oped by the

Depart nent of Educati on.

(c) Meet one of the foll owi ng educati onal and experienti al

credentials verified by the training coordi nati ng agency:

1. Four-year college degree or higher with 6 coll ege

credit hours in early chil dhood education, plus 480 hours

experience in a child care setting serving children ages birth

through 5 years of age or a teaching certificate.

2. A S. or A A degree in child devel opnent, plus 480

hours experience in a child care setting serving children birth

t hrough five years of age.

3. Associate degree with 6 college credit hours in early

chi | dhood education, plus 960 hours experience in a child care

setting serving children birth through five years of age.
Section 14. Section 1014.063, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

135231

Page 25 of 87




685
686
687
688
689
690
691
692
693
694
695
696
697
698
699
700
701
702
703
704
705
706
707
708
709
710
711
712

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 821 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
1014. 063 Early | earning personnel training capacity.--The

departnent shall conduct an evaluation of training requirenents

and testing procedures for early | earning personnel in order to

assess the status of this training and testing and to devel op

nmet hods for inproving these requirenents and procedures. The

eval uati on shall be conducted every 3 years and shall include,

but not be limted to, a determ nation of the accessibility,

quality, scope, and sources of current training; a determ nation

of the need for specialty training; and a determ nati on of ways

to increase inservice training and accessibility, quality, and

cost -effectiveness of current and proposed training.

Section 15. Section 1014.064, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014. 064 Articulation.--

(1) The State Board of Education shall devel opnent

guidelines for the articulation required in this subsection

whi ch nmaxim ze local flexibility in devel oping inter-

institutional articulation agreenments while assuring students in

the field of early learning the ability to proceed toward their

hi gher educati onal and professional objectives. The State Board

of Education shall establish in rule a statewide articul ati on

agreenent in which:

(a) Successful conpletion of the 45-cl ock-hour

i ntroductory course shall reduce the nunber of hours required

for the equival ent state-approved child devel opnent associ ate

credential by 45 hours. The specific conpetencies into which the

hours articul ate shall be determ ned by the State Board of

Educati on.
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(b) Successful conpletion of a child devel opnent associ ate

credential or an equival ent state-approved child devel opnent

associ ate credential shall articulate into a m ninmum of 12

community college credit hours in early chil dhood educati on. The

specific courses into which the credits articulate shall be

determ ned by the | ocal community coll ege.

(c) Successful conpletion of the early chil dhood educati on

Associ ate Degree shall articulate into the appropriate state

uni versity baccal aureate degree program
Section 16. Section 1014.065, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:
1014. 065 Experience credit. --
(1) The State Board of Education shall develop, inrule, a

process by which early | earning personnel who have conpl eted the

i ntroductory training programprior to June 30, 1999, and who

have been enpl oyed no |l ess than 5 years as early chil dhood

educati on personnel nay have an opportunity to earn an

equi val ent st ate-approved chil d devel opnent associ ate

credential. The process should, at a m ni nrum i ncl ude:

(a) A procedure for application and determ nation of

eligibility.

(b) A nmethod of neasuring conpetency that shall include

observation of the applicant in an early |learning setting by a

qualified observer and successful conpletion of the child

devel opnent associ ate equi val ent conpetency based exani nati on.

(2) This subsection shall expire on June 30, 2009, unless

reenacted by the Legi sl ature.
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Section 17. Section 402. 3017, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as section 1014.07, Florida Statutes,
and anended to read:

1014.07 4023017 Early learning quality initiatives
Teacher Education and Conpensation Hel ps (TEACH) Early Chil dhood
Proj ect schol arship program --

n | | i nds 1 he_Level_of Lv_child

(1)2> The departnent nmay Departwent—ofChildren—and
Fam-y—Servi-ces—-s—authorized—to—contract for the adm nistration
of the Teacher Education and Conpensation Hel ps (TEACH) Early
Chi | dhood Project. The project shall be based on its nati onal

nodel and shal |l provi de schelarship—program—whi-ch—provi-des
educati onal schol arshi ps to earegivers—andadmnistrators—of

famt+y early chil dhood educati on personnel ehild—ecare-hones.
(2) The departnent may contract for the administration of

the Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters (H PPY)

program The programshall be based on its national nodel and

shal | encourage parental involvenent in early | earning prograns

by providing parents with assistance in preparing their children

for school
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(3) The departnent may shall adopt rules under s.
120.536(1) and s. 120.54 as—necessary to adm ni ster iaplerent
this section.

(4 For the 2003-2004 fiscal year only—the Agencyfor

s . hall i i o hi
I : . | , .

Section 18. Section 1014.08, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014. 08 Accountability.--

(1) LEGQ SLATIVE INTENT.--It is the intent of the

Legi sl ature that:

(a) The performance accountability systeminpl enented to

assess the effectiveness of Florida' s publicly-funded early

| earni ng prograns, including the voluntary universal

pr eki ndergarten program nust provide answers to the follow ng

guesti ons:

1. Wat is the public receiving in return for funds it

invests in early |learning prograns?

2. How effective are the early | earning prograns and

providers in preparing children to be “ready” for Kkindergarten?

3. How effective and efficient are the |ocal early

| earning councils in neeting performance standards established
by the State Board of Education?

4. How effective and efficient are the State Board of

Educati on and Conmi ssi oner of Education in adnm nistering and

supporting early | earning prograns?

(b) The early | earning perfornmance accountability system

shal |l be established as a single, unified accountability system
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with multiple conponents including, but not limted to, nmeasures

of a child s readi ness for kindergarten; programeffectiveness

i ncludi ng effectiveness of the voluntary uni versa

preki ndergarten progrant effectiveness of the Departnment of

Education, early learning councils, and early |earning

providers; and return on investnent. The State Board of

Educati on shall be responsible for maintaining a conprehensive

early learning performance accountability system

(c) The State Board of Education shall reconmend to the

Legislature, no later than January 2005, early |earning

performance neasures and standards including the conponents

identified in subsection (1)(a).

(d) The Legislature nust adopt early |earning performance

measures and standards no | ater than June 2005. The neasures and

st andards adopted by the Legislature shall provide Floridians

with informati on on what the public is receiving in return for

the funds it invests in early | earning prograns and answer the

ot her questions identified in subsection (1)(a).

(e) Each early learning council nust conduct an annual

eval uation of the effectiveness of its early chil dhood educati on

prograns. The results of the evaluations shall be submtted in

t he manner prescri bed by the Departnent of Education and nmade

avail able to the public upon request. This eval uati on shal

i ncl ude conponents prescri bed by the State Board of Educati on

and, at a m ninum neasures of the follow ng:

1. The children's achi evenent as neasured by age-

appropri ate assessnents upon entry into the program and upon

conpl etion of the program and
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2. The children's readi ness for kindergarten as neasured

by the instrunent adopted by the State Board of Education to

assess the school readiness of all children entering

ki ndergart en.
(2) MSSIQN, GOALS, PERFORMANCE MEASURES. - -

(a) The mission of early learning prograns is to provide

t he el enents necessary to prepare children for school, including

heal th screening and referral, a devel opnentally appropriate

educati onal program and opportunities for parental invol venent.

The purpose of the early learning prograns is to assist |ocal

communities in inplenenting prograns that will enable al

children in the conmmunity to be prepared for success in school

(b) The State Board of Education shall adopt guiding

principles for establishing state, early | earning councils, and

provi der standards and neasures.

(c) The Departnent of Education shall recommend to the

State Board of Education an early |earning accountability system

that deternmines the efficiency and effectiveness of publicly-

funded early | earning prograns. The Departnent of Education

shall consult with early |learning stakeholders in the

devel opnent of its reconmendati ons.

(d) The State Board of Education shall naintain an

accountability systemthat neasures the follow ng goals:

1. Children’s preparedness to enter Kkindergarten,

2. Children’s acquisition of early literacy skills needed

to becone successful readers,

3. Parental involvenent opportunities provided,
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4, Community partnerships | everaged to neet the needs of

chil dren, and

5. Assistance to working fanlies.
(3) SYSTEM W DE DATA COLLECTION.--Early | earning councils
and state funded providers shall maintain information systens

that will provide the State Board of Education and the

Legislature with infornation and reports necessary to address

the specifications of the accountability system The State

Board of Education shall determ ne the standards for the

requi red data.

(4) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 necessary for the

i npl enentation of this section.
Section 19. Section 411.0105, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as section 1014.09, Florida Statutes,

and anended to read:

1014. 09 4110105 Federal Earlylearning—Opportunities—~Act
ahd—Even-Start Fam-ly Literacy Prograns— | ead agency

responsibilities.--The Governor may desi gnate the Departnent of

Education as the | ead agency for purposes of adm nistration of
the federal Child Care and Devel opnent Fund, 45 C.F.R parts 98
and 99, and the federal Early Learning Qopportunities Act, 20
U.S.C. ss. 9401-9413. If designated as the | ead agency, the

department nust conply with the | ead agency responsibilities

under federal | aw.
Section 20. Section 1014.10, Florida Statutes is created
to read:
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1014.10 Conflicting Provisions.--If a conflicting

provi sion exists between this chapter and federal requirenents,

the federal requirenents shall control

Section 21. Part |l of chapter 1014, Florida Statutes,
shal |l be entitled "Voluntary uni versal prekindergarten progrant
and shall consist of ss. 1014.20-1014. 32.

Section 22. 1014.20 Legislative intent.--

(1) The voluntary universal prekindergarten program shal

provide a high-quality prekindergarten |earning opportunity that

is voluntary and free for every child in Florida who is 4 years

of age.
(2) The program nust be organi zed, designed and delivered

in accordance with sections 1(b) and (c), Article I X, of the
State Constitution.
(3) It is the goal of the Legislature that 100% of the

children that participate in the voluntary universa

pr eki ndergarten program are assessed as “ready” upon entering

ki nder garten.

(4) The Legislature recognizes that high-quality voluntary

uni versal prekindergarten increases children’s chances of

achi eving future educati onal success and beconi ng productive

menbers of society. It is the intent of the Legislature that

such prograns be devel opnental |y appropriate, serve as

preventive neasures for children at risk of future schoo

failure, enhance the educational readiness of all children, and

support fam |y educati on and the invol venent of parents in their

child s educational progress. The voluntary universal

pr eki ndergarten programshall provide the el enents necessary to
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prepare children for school including, but not limted to,

health screening and referral, a devel opnmentally appropriate

educati onal program and opportunities for parental invol venent

in the program

(5) The Legislature recogni zes that there is a strong

rel ati onship between the skill and preparation of early |earning

staff and educati onal outcones of children in early |earning

prograns. To inprove educational outcones, it is the goal of the

Legislature that all early learning staff continually inprove

their skill and preparation through education and training so

that in 5 years, at |east one staff nmenber in each cl assroom

wi Il have an associate’s degree in the field of early chil dhood

education or child devel opnent and in eight years, at |east one

staff menber in each classroomw ||l have a bachelor’s degree in

the field of early childhood education or child devel opnent.
(6) It is the intent of the Legislature that the

pr eki ndergarten program exi st not as an i sol ated program but

bui |l d upon existing services and work in cooperation with other

prograns for young chil dren.
Section 23. Section 1014.21, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1014.21 Parental rights, choices, and responsibilities.--

(1) The voluntary universal prekindergarten programis

expected to assist and support parents in fulfilling their role

as their child s first teachers. To that end, parental

i nvol venent in the programw ||l be characterized by respectful

part nershi ps between parents and staff and sensitivity to

cultural diversity and | anguage.
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(2) Parents nust be provided i nformati on necessary to nake

an i nforned choi ce anong avail abl e preki ndergarten programsites

and providers.

(3) Each voluntary universal prekindergarten service

provi der shoul d have strong expectations of parental involvenent

and encourage parents to be involved in getting their children

ready for school.

(4) Parents should receive periodic assessnents of child

progress and devel opnental and educati onal needs. Wen

necessary and appropriate, parents should be offered assi stance

ininterpreting assessnent informati on and in accessi ng

resources to address their child s needs.

(5) The universal prekindergarten programis voluntary,

and parents who exercise the option to have their four-year-old

child participate have the responsibility to ensure that the

child experiences a high-quality |earning opportunity. In

sel ecting a voluntary universal prekindergarten service

provi der, the parent or guardi an shoul d:

(a) Be aware of the range of eligible public, private, and

faith-based prograns;

(b) Verify that providers neet all programeligibility

requi renents pursuant to this act;

(c) Review program perfornance data that nay include

performance of children who have been served by the provider on

the required school readi ness screening adm ni stered upon entry

into public kindergarten and ot her program eval uati ons;

(d) Verify that the provider’s license is current;
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(e) Talk with other parents about their child s experience

with the provider; and

(f) Select the provider that is nost appropriate for the

child, based on such considerations as quality of the physical

| earning environnent (facilities, equipnment, materials); regul ar

peri odi ¢ assessnents of child progress and devel opnental and

educati onal needs; literacy-focused curricula and | earning

experiences; sensitivity to cultural diversity; recognition of

children’ s individual needs and rates of |earning; the parental

visitation policy; neaningful opportunities for parent

i nvol venent, education, and enrichnment; respect for the role of

the parent as the child s first and nost vital teacher;

establi shnment of a partnership between parents and staff in the

child s program opportunities for parents to grow with their

child and devel op parenting skills; and availability of a

vari ety of resources and services for parents and fam i es.
Section 24. Section 1014.22, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014. 22 Consuner protection; Departnent of Educati on,

parents, and guardi ans.--Parents are responsi ble for neking

i nformed choi ces about whether their child should participate in

the voluntary universal prekindergarten programand, if they

decide to participate in the program selecting the provider

best suited to neet their child s needs. The state serves a

nunber of inportant roles in providing consuner protection for

participants in the voluntary universal prekindergarten program

such as prescribing programprovider eligibility criteria

(including fiscal soundness, staff credential requirenents,
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approved curriculum programlength and child to staff ratio),

mai nt ai ni ng a conprehensive public accountability system

fundi ng the program and infrastructure, research and

devel opnent, and di ssem nating i nformation.

(1)(a) The Departnent of Education shall create and

i npl enent a consuner education and protection programthat

strengthens the delivery system The goal of the programis to

enpower fam lies and guardi ans to make i nfornmed deci sions about

participation in the voluntary universal prekindergarten

program The programshall include a variety of strategies that,

at a mninmum connmuni cate the purpose of the program the

characteristics of a high quality program application

information, and programeligibility criteria.

(b) The Departnent of Education shall establish a toll -

free hotline and Internet website to answer questions and

provide infornmation regarding the voluntary uni versal

preki ndergarten program This hotline shall be separate but

shoul d be accessible fromthe single point of entry system The

st atewi de resource and referral system provi ded pursuant to s.

1014. 48 shall also include informati on about voluntary

pr eki ndergarten prograns and provi ders.

(2)(a) Each provider nmust conmuni cate objective

i nformati on about its program(s) to parents who wish to

participate in the voluntary prekindergarten educati on program

(b) Participating providers nust provide evidence on an

annual basis that they neet all programeligibility criteria
specified in s. 1014. 27.
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Section 25. Section 1014.23, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014. 23 Service delivery and design. - -

(1) The voluntary universal prekindergarten programwl |

be delivered through a diverse network of high quality private

not-for-profit, private for-profit, faith-based, and public

providers. This diversity is necessary to support parental

choi ce and maxinm ze use of existing program capacity and

comunity resources.

(2) The departnent will encourage and support partnerships

anong early learning councils, |ocal governnents, conmunity and

faith-based organi zations, private schools and early | earning

provi ders, public schools, and busi nesses to ensure that the

capacity of high quality services is adequate to neet

antici pated demand for voluntary universal prekindergarten
Section 26. Section 1014.24, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014. 24 Comrunity partnerships. --

(1) Physical, behavioral, and devel opnental needs of

children enrolled in the voluntary universal prekindergarten

programw || be addressed t hrough coordination with and referra

to other | ocal and state agencies or community-based

part nerships.

(2) Each provider nust inplement processes for referring

chil dren who need additional support services to appropriate

comunity service providers including, but not limted to,

public health departnents, providers of early intervention

services, and publicly funded providers of behavioral or
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devel opnental services. The statew de resource and referra

system provi ded pursuant to s. 1014.48 shall include quidelines

and procedures for referring children for support services.

(3) The application used by parents for voluntary

uni versal prekindergarten programenroll nment nust include an

inventory of their child s needs and service history so that

programservice providers can identify referral needs.
Section 27. Section 1014.25, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1014.25 Eligibility and application for services.--

(1) Children who are residents of Florida and have

attained the age of 4 years on or before Septenber 1 of the

school year are eligible for adm ssion to the voluntary

uni ver sal preki ndergarten educati on program for that school

year.
(2) Prior to the beginning of the school year, parents

wll be given an opportunity to submt an application for

vol untary uni versal prekindergarten program adm ssion for each

eligible child.
(3) The State Board of Education shall establish by rule

t he procedures for application including, but not limted to,

the foll ow ng:

(a) The application form

(b) The application tine period; and

(c) Processes and procedures.

(4) The Departnent of Education nmust make infornation

about the application process accessible to the public through a
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public informati on programthat includes print and el ectronic

medi a and the | nternet.
Section 28. Section 1014.26, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014.26 Program description.--Voluntary universal

pr eki ndergarten educati on prograny child expectations,

curricula, and transition to kindergarten.

(1) The voluntary universal prekindergarten program shal

be designed to address and enhance each child s ability to nake

age- appropri ate progress, provi de devel opnent of | anguage and

cognitive capabilities, and provi de education in basic and ot her

appropriate skills through high-quality | earni ng experiences

that build upon children’s interests and skills.

(2) To define age-appropriate expectations that wll

enable children to be ready for school, the Departnent of

Education shall work with the Florida Center for Reading

Research to review the Florida School Readi ness Performnce
St andards for Three-Year A d, Four-Year AOd, and Five-Year-Ad

Children 2002 to revise and propose additional or revised

standards that enphasize early literacy and oral | anguage

skills, including vocabul ary devel opnent. The State Board of

Education shall adopt these literacy and | anguage standards for

use in the state’s voluntary universal prekindergarten program

(3) Curricula used in voluntary universal prekindergarten

prograns shall be age-appropriate, literacy-focused, and

responsive to children with special needs including those with

disabilities, and those whose first |anguage i s other than
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1098| English. Such curricula shall be aligned with the expected child

1099| outcones, as referenced in subparagraph (1)(a).

1100 (a) The State Board of Education shall:
1101 1. ldentify curricula that neet the adopted standards;
1102 2. Provide a nechanismfor review and approval of

1103| additional curricula proposed for use in voluntary universa

1104| prekindergarten prograns; and

1105 3. Ensure that all voluntary universal prekindergarten

1106| education prograns use curricula that neet the adopted
1107| standards.
1108 (4) Information related to the child s progress while in

1109| the voluntary universal prekindergarten program shall be

1110 submtted to the child s parent on a regular basis and such

1111| information shall be provided, in the manner prescri bed by the
1112| Departnent of Education, to the school at which the child

1113| enrolls for kindergarten.
1114 Section 29. Section 1008.21, Florida Statutes, is anmended
1115 to read:

1116 1008. 21 School readi ness uniform screening
1117| (kindergarten).--
1118 (1) The Department of Education shall inplenent a the

1119| school readi ness uniform screeni ng developed-bytheFlorida

1120| PartnershipforSchool Readinesss and shall require that al
1121| school districts admnister the kindergarten uniform screening

1122| to each kindergarten student in the district school system upon
1123| the student's entry into kindergarten.

1124 (2)(a) The Department of Education shall inplenent the
1125| school readiness—uniformscreening—tovalidate the system
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b)> The uniform screening shall provide objective data
regardi ng the—followng expectations for school readi ness which

shall include, at a m ni num

1.3~ The child's conpliance with rules, limtations, and
routines.

2.4- The child' s ability to performtasks.

3.5~ The child's interactions with peers and adul ts.

4.31—~ The child's problemsolving skills.
135231
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1154 5.42~ The child's ability to foll ow verbal directions.
1155 6.43— The child's denonstration of curiosity, persistence,

1156| and exploratory behavi or.

1157 7.3~ The child' s know edge of and interest in books and
1158| other printed materi al s.

1159 15— The child s ability to pay-attentionto-stories—

1160 16, The child s participationin-art and nusic activities.
1161 17— The child s ability to identify colors—geonetric

1162 ; ; ; :

1163| tenporalrelationships—

1164 (b) The screening system shall neasure energi hg phonenic

1165| awareness and phonics skills that are valid and reliable

1166| predictors for |later readi ng perfornmance.

1167 (2) Recognizing the inportance of a child s devel opnent in

1168 the domain of physical health, each district school board shal

1169 ensure that prior to enrollnent in kindergarten, information

1170| regarding the child s i muni zati ons, physical devel opnment, and

1171| other health information, including appropriate vision and

1172| hearing screening and exam nati ons as necessary, is obtained as
1173| required by s. 1003. 22.
1174 (3) To enhance each child' s ability to make age-

1175 appropriate progress, each district school board shall also

1176| provide for ongoing formal and informal assessnent of a child's

1177| social and enotional devel opnent. | nformation obtai ned through

1178 such assessnents shall be shared with the child s parent and or

1179 wused to guide instruction.
1180 Section 30. Section 1014.27, Florida Statutes, is created
1181| to read:
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1014. 27 Program provider eligibility criteria.--To be

eligible to participate as a provider in Florida's voluntary

uni versal prekindergarten programand be eligible for state

funds, the provider nust be |located in Florida and nust:

(1) Denonstrate fiscal soundness by being in operation for

at | east one year or being part of a corporation with early

| earning program providers in Florida prior to June 2004.
(2) By the 2006-07 school year, neet CGold Seal standards

pursuant to s.387. 24.

(3) Have a minimnumstaff ratio of 1:10 and serve at |east
5 chil dren.
(4) Beginning in 2005-06, ensure that one instructiona

staff for every ten children has a mnimumstaff credential of:

(a) A child devel opnent associate credential; or

(b) A credential that is equivalent to or greater than the

credential required in (a).

(5) Beginning in 2006-2007, a second staff nenber neeting

the m ninum staff credential prescribed in (4) is required for

cl asses of eleven to twenty children

(6) Use a curriculumthat has been deternm ned to neet

standards set by the State Board of Education pursuant to s.
1014. 26.
(7) Provide parents regular periodic information of the

child s progress towards attai ning age-appropri ate devel opnent al

and early | earning outcones consistent with expectations in s.
1014. 26.
(8) Establish an information and referral process for

wrap- around services for children who need support beyond what
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is provided within the voluntary universal prekindergarten

program
(9) Provide opportunities for parental involvenent.

(10) Cultivate and | everage comunity partnerships.

(11) Annually register with the appropriate early |earning

council. Each owner or operator nust provide the foll ow ng

i nf ormati on:

(a) The | egal business and trade nanmes, nmiling address

and business | ocation of the early | earning program

(b) The full nanes, addresses, and tel ephone nunbers of

all owners or operators of the provider; and

(c) Anotification of the provider’s intent to participate

in the programunder this section.

(12) Ofer a programthat is 180 days in length and 4

hours per day or 720 hours per year.

(13) Conply with applicable state and | ocal health and

safety |l aws, rul es and codes.
Section 31. Section 1014.28, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:
1014.28 Transportation.--

(1) Voluntary universal prekindergarten funds may not be

used in any formto provide transportation services for the

vol untary uni versal prekindergarten programor for the purchase

of notor vehicles. Voluntary universal prekindergarten providers

may provide transportation services for a voluntary universal

pr eki ndergarten programthrough other funds, including |ocal

noni es or parent fees.
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(2) Children who are from econom cally di sadvant aged

famlies as defined in 1014.40(2) may have the cost of their
transportation rei nbursed pursuant to 1014. 42 this—section.
Section 32. Section 1014.29, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:
1014.29 Financial matters. --

(1)(a) In order to maxim ze parental choice, a voucher in

t he anpbunt established by the Legislature in the General

Appropriati ons Act shall be awarded to parents of children who

are eligible to participate in a voluntary universa

pr eki ndergarten program Paynent for the voucher will be nmade to

the parent for the voluntary universal prekindergarten provider

of the parent’s choice, or if the parent so chooses, directly to

t he provider.

(b) Providers wanting to operate a voluntary universal

preki ndergarten programare required to sign an annual funding

agreenent that nust include, at a m ni num

1. Evidence that they neet provider eligibility criteria
contained in s. 1014. 27.
2. Clear statenent that a provider will not charge above

and beyond what the state funds per child, except for

transportation, food, field trips, late pick-up fees, or other

rel ated fees.

(2) No liability shall arise on the part of the state

based on any use of a voucher for a voluntary universal

pr eki ndergarten program
Section 33. Section 1014.30, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:
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1014. 30 Budgeting.--All funds associated with the
voluntary uni versal prekindergarten program nust be appropri ated

in a single and separate budget entity.
Section 34. Section 1014.31, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014. 31 Voluntary universal prekindergarten capacity

assessnent. - -

(1) The State Board of Education shall annually assess the

state’s capacity to provide high quality voluntary universal

preki ndergarten prograns. This assessnent shall include:

(a) The capacity of the early chil dhood educati on

providers to serve the projected 4-year-old popul ation; and

(b) The capacity of educational institutions and other

training providers to prepare highly qualified personnel for

early learning, pursuant to s.1014. 06.

(2) The assessnent shall specifically include the capacity

needs of each county and be devel oped in partnership with | oca

governnents, businesses, comrunity and faith-based

organi zati ons, and postsecondary educational institutions.

(3) The State Board of Education shall report the findings

of this assessnent and reconmendations to inprove the state’s

capacity to provide high quality voluntary universal

preki ndergarten prograns to the Governor, the President of the

Senate, and the Speaker of the House on or before Septenber 30

of each year
Section 35. Section 1014.32, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:
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1014. 32 Targeted occupation list.--Wrkforce Florida,

Inc., shall recogni ze credentialed placenent in the field of

early learning as a high skill occupation for purposes of

performance outcone neasures pursuant to s.1011.80(4)(c).
Section 36. Part |1l of chapter 1014, Florida Statutes,

shall be entitled "Early Learni ng Qpportunities" and shal
consi st of ss. 1014.40-1014.54.
Section 37. Section 1014.40, Florida Statutes is created

to read:
1014. 40 Definitions.--

(1) "Central agency" neans a community child care

coordi nati ng agency, whi ch was established under the forner

subsi di zed child care program of the Departnment of Children and

Fam |y Services.

(2) "Econom cally disadvantaged” neans having a fam|ly

i ncone that does not exceed 150 percent of the federal poverty

| evel .
Section 38. Section 1014.41, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014.41 Early learning councils.--

(1) Effective January 1, 2005, |ocal governance shall be

t hrough no nore than 28 early | earning councils.

(a) Early learning councils shall be responsible for

conpliance with | aw and State Board of Education rules rel ated

to early chil dhood education at the local level. In perfornmance

of these duties, early learning councils nust subnmt, in a

tinely manner, any information requested by the State Board of
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Educati on or the Departnent of Education relating to conpliance

accountability and consuner protection.

(b) Early learning councils shall provide oversight and

accountability for early chil dhood education at the |ocal |evel

that shall include but not be limted to the foll ow ng:

1. Mintain accurate records including those necessary to

ensure fiscal and progranmmatic accountability and conpliance

with laws and State Board of Education rules governing |ocal

providers of early chil dhood educati on.

2. Provide for representation of a fiscal agent, if

necessary, in conpliance with s. 1014.52.

3. Retain |legal representation, as necessary, for the

review and i npl enentation of contracts.

4. | nplenent a system of consuner protection as provi ded
ins. 1014. 22.

5. Prepare an annual financial and conpliance audit of al

accounts and records conducted by an i ndependent certified

public accountant and in accordance with rules adopted by the
Audi t or Ceneral .
(c) Each early learning council shall have as many nenbers

as may be required to include the foll ow ng:

1. A Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services district

adm nistrator or his or her designee who is authorized to nmake

deci si ons on behalf of the departnent.

2. A district superintendent of schools or his or her

desi gnee who is authorized to nake deci sions on behalf of the

district.
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3. A regional workforce devel opnent board executive

director.

4. A county health departnment director or his or her

desi gnee.
5. A children's services council or juvenile welfare board

chair or executive director, where applicable.

6. A local child care |icensing agency head, where

appl i cabl e.

7. A comunity coll ege president or designated

representative.

8. A representative of a programfor children with

disabilities under the Individuals with Disabilities Educati on
Act .

9. A parent or guardian of a child who participates in a

publicly-funded early | earning program

10. A central child care agency adm ni strator.
11. A Head Start director.
12. A representative of private child care providers.

13. A representative of faith-based child care providers.

14. A representative of famly day care hone providers.

(d) The Governor shall appoint the 14 nenbers of each

|l ocal council listed in (c¢) no later than January 1, 2005.

Menbers shall serve a termof 4 years, except that one-third of

initial appointees shall serve for two years, one-third shall

serve for three years and one-third shall serve for four years.

These 14 nenbers shall appoint other council nenbers.

(e) A voting najority of local council nenbers shall be

persons who do not have a substantial financial interest in the
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desi gn or delivery of public or private early | earning services

in Florida, and neither they nor their famlies may earn an

incone fromthe early | earning prograns. To neet this

requi renent a council nust appoint additional nenbers froma

list of nom nees presented to the coalition by chanbers of

conmmerce or econoni ¢ devel opment councils within the geographic

area of the council. The chair of the council nust be chosen

fromanong the voting majority.

(f) No nenber of a council may appoint a designee to act

in his or her place unless specifically provided in this act. A

nmenber nay send a representative to council neetings, but that

representative will have no voting privil eges.

(g) Menbers of the council are subject to the ethics

provisions in part IlIl of chapter 112. It is the duty of al

nmenbers of the local coalition board to report all possible or

apparent conflicts to the Chairperson and to recuse thensel ves

fromparticipating in council activities related to their areas

of conflict. A conflict shall be deened to exist if the counci

menber represents any organi zati on whet her as an enpl oyee,

officer or director that receives financial conpensation or

busi ness for services rendered to the organi zation or has direct

or indirect interest in action to be taken by the council

(h) For the purposes of tort liability, the nenbers of the

council and its enpl oyees shall be governed by s. 768. 28.

(i) Al councils shall include representation from each

county in the service area.

(j) Appointed nenbers may serve a maxi rum of two ternms.

When a vacancy occurs in an appoi nted position, the governor
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shall fill the vacancy. When a vacancy occurs in a non-appoi nted

position, the vacancy shall be publicly advertised for a m ni mum

of 14 cal endar days.
Section 39. Section 1014.42, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014. 42 Local council transition.--
(1) Between July 1, 2004, and Decenber 31, 2004, | ocal
school readiness coalitions established pursuant to s.

411.01(5), shall transition to early | earning councils created
pursuant to s. 1014.03(6).

(2) No later than October 1, 2004, executive Directors of
t he school readiness coalitions shall submt a plan to the

Comm ssi oner of Education for consolidating school readi ness

coalitions to create 28 early learning Councils (ELO. Any

school readiness coalition that has not agreed to the

consolidation plan woul d be assigned to an early | earning

counci|l region by the comm ssioner.

(3) Al facilities, equipnent, and other resources

pur chased by | ocal school readiness coalitions using state or

federal child care or school readiness funding shall be

transferred to the early | earning council that assunes

responsibility for the county or nulti-county area previously

served by the | ocal school readi ness coalition.

(4) In nulti-county |ocal school readiness coalition

regi ons where the counties are divided between two or nore early

| earni ng council|l service areas, each early | earning counci

shall receive the share of the facilities, equipnent, and other

resources that is fairly apportioned to the county or counties
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for which it assunes jurisdiction. Any di sagreenents that may

ari se regarding resource allocation shall be resol ved by the

Chancel | or for Early Learning.

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed to create a

private cause of action or create any rights for individuals or

entities in addition to those provided el sewhere in | aw or rul e.
Section 40. Section 1014.43, Florida Statutes is created
to read:

1014.43 Early chil dhood educati on expectations. -- Each

early learning council shall adm nister and assure the provision

of publicly-funded early chil dhood educati on progranms that neet

the foll owi ng expectations:

(1) The services nust prepare preschool children to enter

ki ndergarten ready to |l earn, as neasured by the performance

st andards and outcone neasures adopted by the State Board of
Educati on under s. 1014. 08.
(2) The services nust be devel opnentally appropriate and

resear ch- based, involve parents as their children's first

t eachers, serve as a preventive neasure for children at risk of

future school failure, enhance the educational readi ness of

eligible children, and support fanm |y educati on.

(3) The services nust offer extended-day and extended-year

options to the maxi num extent practicable, within funding

limtations and without conprom sing the quality of the program

to neet the needs of parents who work.

(4) The services nust nake avail able access to conmunity

services and resources for famlies to help achieve econom ¢

sel f-sufficiency.
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(5) The services nust allow persons with an early

chi | dhood teaching certificate to provide support and

supervi sion to other staff.

(6) The services nust provide for coordi nated staff

devel opnent and teachi ng opportunities.

(7) The services nust neet all state |icensing guidelines,

wher e appl i cabl e.
Section 41. Section 1014.44, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1014. 44 Early chil dhood education eligibility and priority

for participation.--

(1) Each early learning council shall give priority for

participation in publicly-funded early chil dhood educati on

progranms, as follows:

(a) Priority shall be given first to a child froma famly

in which there is an adult receiving tenporary cash assi stance

who is subject to federal work requirenents.

(b) Priority shall be given next to a child frombirth to

ki ndergarten eligibility who is served by the Fam |y Safety

Program O fice of the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

or a conmunity-based | ead agency under chapter 39 and for whom

early chil dhood education is needed to mnin ze the risk of

further abuse, neglect, or abandonnent.

(c) Subsequent priority shall be given to a child younger

t han ki ndergarten eligibility who neets one or nore of the

followi ng criteri a:

1. A child who is not included for priority in paragraph

(b), but who is determned to be at risk of abuse, neglect, or
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exploitation and who is currently a client of the Fanily Safety

Program O fice of the Departnent of Children and Famly

Servi ces.

2. Achild at risk of welfare dependency, including an

econoni cal ly di sadvantaged child, a child of a participant in

the welfare transition program a child of a mgrant farm

worker, or a child of a teen parent.

3. Achild of a working famly that is economcally

di sadvant aged.

4. A child for whom financial assistance is provided

t hrough the Rel ative Caregi ver Program under s. 39.5085.

5. A 3-year-old child or 4-year-old child who nay not be

econom cal | y di sadvant aged, but who has been determ ned eligible

as a child with a disability in accordance with the rules of the

State Board of Education and is participating in a programfor

children with disabilities of the | ocal school district.

6. An econom cally di sadvantaged child, a child with a

disability, or a child at risk of future school failure, from

birth to 4 years of age, who is served at hone through a hone

visitor program and an intensive parent education program

including, but not limted to, the Florida First Start Program

7. A child who neets federal and state requirenents for

eligibility for the migrant preschool program but who does not

neet the criteria of econonically di sadvant aged.

(2) An early learning council may use early |learning funds

allocated to the council to provide early chil dhood educati on

for any child who is eligible for services under the federal |aw

or reqgul ati ons governing those federal funds, including, but not
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limted to, the Child Care and Devel opnent Bl ock Grant, the
Tenporary Assistance for Needy Fam lies Block Grant, or the

Soci al Services Block Grant, if approved by the Departnent of

Education as part of the council's early |earning plan.

(3) Achild who neets the eligibility requirenents upon

initial registration in an early | earning programshall be

considered eligible for one year, regardl ess of a change in his

or her famly's econom c status, but subject to additiona

fam |y contributions in accordance with the council's sliding

fee scal e.
Section 42. Section 1014.45, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014. 45 Early chil dhood educati on program description. --

(1) Each council shall provide a conprehensive program of

early chil dhood education that enhances the cognitive, social,

and physi cal devel opnent of children to achi eve the perfornance

st andards and out cone neasures adopted by the State Board of

Educati on pursuant to s.1014. 07.

(2) Each early learning council shall ensure that the

early chil dhood education provided under its plan, include at a

m nimum the follow ng el enents:

(a) Devel opnentally and age appropriate curriculumthat,

at a mininum prepares a child for school in each of the

foll owi ng conponents:

1. Physical devel opnent.

2. Oal language ability including vocabul ary devel opnent.

3. Phonem ¢ awar eness.
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4. Know edge of and interest in books and other printed

mat eri al s.

5. Ability to cope with chall enges.

Ability to performtasks.

Probl em sol ving skills.

6
7
8. Follow ng verbal directions.
9

Denonstration of curiosity, persistence, and

expl orat ory behavi or.

10. Interactions with peers and adults.

11. Conpliance with rules, limtations, and routines.

(b) A character devel opnent programto devel op basic

val ues.

(c) A wvalid and reliable age-appropriate screeni ng of each

child' s devel opnent when they enter the program

(d) A wvalid and reliable neasurenent of each child' s

devel opnental progress when they enter and when they exit the

program
(e) An appropriate staff-to-children ratio.

(f) A healthy and safe environnent.
Section 43. Section 1014.46, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1014.46 Early chil dhood education pl ans.- -

(1) Each early learning council shall adopt a plan for

i npl emrenting its early chil dhood education plan that neets the

requi renents of this section and the performance standards and

out cone neasures adopted by the State Board of Education

| mpl enent ati on of each council’s plan is subject to approval by

t he departnent.
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(2)(a) Before inplenmenting its plan, each early | earning

council nust adopt and submt its plan for approval to the

Departnent of Education. The departnent shall approve the plan,

reject the plan, or approve the plan with conditions.

(b) The departnent shall review each council's pl an

annual ly. If an early |l earning council does not substantially

inplenent its plan or does not substantially neet the

performance standards or outconme neasures adopted by the

departnent, the departnent may contract with a qualified entity

to continue early childhood education in the council's county or

mul ticounty region until the departnment determ nes that the

council is fully prepared to resune operations and performits

functions in conformance with applicable | aws, rul es and

perfornance expectations.

(c) Each early learning council mnmust review and revise its

pl an annually. An early |l earning council nay not inplenent plan

revisions until it submts the revised plan to, and receives

approval from the departnent. If the departnment rejects a

revised plan, the early | earning council nust continue to

operate under its prior approved plan.

(3) Each early learning plan nust be submtted in the

manner prescribed by the departnent and shall include the

following mnimum standards and provi si ons:

(a) The business organi zation of the early |earning

council must include the council's articles of incorporation and

bylaws if the council is organized as a corporation. |If the
early learning council is not legally organized as a corporation
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1596| or other business entity, the plan nust include the contract

1597 with a fiscal agent in accordance with s. 1014. 30.

1598 (b) The establishment of a |local resource and referra

1599| agency as part of the statew de resource and referral network

1600| under s. 1014.46, that assists parents in naking an inforned

1601| choice of early chil dhood educati on providers.

1602 (c) A comunity plan that addresses the needs of al
1603| eligible children
1604 (d) A single point of entry and unified waiting list for

1605| early |earning prograns.

1606 (e) A description of the council's early chil dhood

1607| education program which includes the follow ng:

1608 1. The plan nust describe the role of early chil dhood

1609| education prograns in the council's effort to collaborate with

1610| community partners and schools as part of a statew de

1611| conprehensive initiative that prepares children and famlies for

1612| the children's success in school.

1613 2. The plan nust denonstrate that each child in early

1614| chil dhood education prograns will receive schedul ed activities

1615 and instruction designed to prepare the children to enter

1616| kindergarten ready to learn, that the prograns will achi eve the

1617| program expectations described in s. 1014.21, and that the early

1618| chil dhood education services provided under the plan wll
1619| contain the elenents described in s. 1014. 21.

1620 3. The plan nust reflect inclusion of before and after
1621| school child care.
1622 (f) A parental choice of |ocations and types of early

1623| chil dhood education providers, as defined in s. 1014.02,
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including |licensed, registered, religious-exenpt, and school -

based provi ders.

(g) A schedul e of paynent rates adopted by the early

| earni ng council which enconpasses all types of early chil dhood

education and providers funded by the council. The early

| earning council nust consider the prevailing narket-rate

schedul e adopted under s. 1014.31 when adopting the council's

paynent schedul e.

1. The paynent schedul e nust specify that an infornal

provi der of unregulated early chil dhood educati on nay not be

paid at nore than 50 percent of the paynent rate for a famly

child care hone.

2. The paynent schedul e nust not have the effect of

limting parental choice; however, the departnent nmay authorize

early learning councils to use its funds to provide a rate

differential or stipend to early chil dhood educati on providers
that hold a current Gold Seal designation under s. 402.281. The
differential may not exceed 20 percent of the paynent rate for

providers that do not hold the Gold Seal designation.

3. The paynent schedul e nust include a projection of the

nunmber of children to be served by the early | earning counci

and nust be submtted to the departnent for infornation.

(h) A sliding fee scale establishing a copaynent for

parents based upon their ability to pay, that is uniformfor al

providers participating in the early |l earning program and can

be i npl emrented and reflected in the progranm s budget.

1. Early learning councils nmust report and nonitor the

col l ection of parent copaynents by providing a system of
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oversi ght and accountability at the |ocal |evel as described in
S. 1004.03(6).

2. Providers nust maintain records of the coll ection of

parent fees and nust report to early learning councils and the

departnent records of their collection of parent fees.

3. The collection of parent fees and the conpliance with

relevant federal regulations requiring the collection of parent

fees nmust be included in provider and early | earning counci

audit requirenents as required in s. 1004. 03(6).

(i) The qualifications of early chil dhood education

personnel for providers participating in the early | earning

prograns, including, but not limted to, successful conpletion

of the 45-cl ock-hour introductory course described in s.

1014. 081 and of any additional training or credentials required

by the departnent. The early |learning plan nust provide a nethod

for verifying these qualifications of all early chil dhood

educati on personnel for each type of provider.

(J) The perfornmance standards and outcone neasures adopted

for early |earning prograns by the departnent pursuant to s.
1014. 07.

(k) Direct enhancenent services for famlies and chil dren.

These enhancenent services shall be in addition to paynents for

the placenent of children in early |earning prograns.

(1) Nondirect services including, but not linmted to, the

enroll ment of children in early |learning prograns, eligibility

determi nation for early |earning prograns, training of early

| earni ng providers, and parental support and invol venent.
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(m Strategies to neet the needs of uni que popul ati ons,

such as m grant workers.

(4)(a) As part of its early learning plan, an early

| earni ng council nay request the Governor to apply for a waiver

to allowthe council to adm nister the Head Start programto

acconplish the purposes of its early | earning program

(b) If an early learning plan denonstrates that specific

statutory goals nmay be achieved nore effectively by using

procedures that require nodification of existing rules,

policies, or procedures, the early |l earning council nay include

in the plan a request for a waiver by the State Board of

Education. Upon review, the State Board of Education may grant

t he proposed nodification.

(c) Early learning councils may enter into contracts with

service providers outside their service areas in order to neet

t he needs of uni que popul ati ons, such as nigrant workers.

(d) The departnent may enter into statewide contracts with

service providers in order to neet the needs of unique

popul ati ons such as mgrant workers. |Information regardi ng

servi ces provided through a statewi de contract will be provided

to each early | earning council to ensure conmuni cation

coordi nati on and resource maxi m zati on.
Section 44. Section 1014.47, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1014.47 Parental choice in early chil dhood educati on

prograns. - -

(1) Each council's early chil dhood educati on program

shall, in accordance with 45 C.F. R s. 98.30, provi de parental

135231

Page 62 of 87




1707
1708
1709
1710
1711
1712
1713
1714
1715
1716
1717
1718
1719
1720
1721
1722
1723
1724
1725
1726
1727
1728
1729
1730
1731
1732
1733
1734

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 821 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)

choice in a manner that ensures, to the naxi rum extent

practicable, flexibility in the early |earning program and

rei nbursenent arrangenents. A parent nay choose for early

chi | dhood education to be provided to his or her child:

(a) Through an early chil dhood education provider that is

rei nbursed for providing early chil dhood educati on under a

contract; or

(b) Upon the request of the parent, through the issuance

of a paynent certificate to the parent for use at a early

chi | dhood educati on provider of the parent's choice, including

an infornmal provider of unregul ated early chil dhood educati on,

regardl ess of whether the chosen provider otherw se participates

in the early | earning program

(2) Each paynent certificate nmust bear the nanes of the

beneficiary and the early chil dhood educati on provider and, when

redeened, nust bear the signature of both the beneficiary and an

aut hori zed representative of the provider.

(3) If it is determined that an early | earning provider

has gi ven any cash to the beneficiary in return for receiving a

paynent certificate, the early learning council or its fisca

agent shall refer the natter to the Division of Public

Assi stance Fraud or the state attorney for investigation.
Section 45. Section 402.47, Florida Statutes, is

transferred, renunbered as section 1014.48, Florida Statutes,

and anended to read:

1014. 48 402 27+—Chil-d—ecare—and—early—childhood Resource and

referral.--The Departnment of Educati on—GChildren—andFamly
Services shall ensure that establish a statew de ehild care
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1735| resource and referral network is established. The network shal

1736| be conposed of a state resource and referral agency and a system

1737 of local agencies contracted through the state agency.

1738| Preference shall -be givento usingthe already established
1739| central-agenciesfor—subsidized child careasthe child care
1740| resource—and referralagency—tf the agency cannot—conply—w-th
1741 | | | :

1742| dees—not—want—to—offerthat—servicer- The departnent ef—Children
1743| and—Famty—Services shall select the state resource and referral
1744| the+resourceinformation agency using based—upen a request for
1745| proposal s prepesal. Each early learning council shall establish
1746| at |east one | ocal ehild—ecare resource and referral agency rust
1747| be—established in the county or nulticounty area served by the

1748| council each—distriect—ofthedepartwent, but no nore than one
1749| |ocal agency may be established in a anry county. Child—-eare

1750| Resource and referral agencies shall provide the follow ng
1751| services:
1752 (1) Identification of existing public and private early

1753| chil dhood educati on providers ehitd-care—andearly—childhood
1754 I . . i neludi hild : I N I

1755| prvate—enployers— and the devel opnent of a dat abase reseurece
1756| #He of these providers servieces. These provi ders serviees may

1757 include early learning providers that are |icensed, exenpt from

1758| licensure, or registered under part Il of this chapter;

1759| providers participating in the voluntary universa

1760| prekindergarten program providers participating in a council's

1761| early learning prograns; a famty—day—care—publec—andprivate
1762| ehitldecareprogranrs— Head Start progranm —prekindergarten—earty
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Faterventi-on—prograns— speci al education prograns for
pr eki nder gart en handicapped children with disabilities; s+

services for children with devel opnental disabilities;~ full-

time and part-tinme prograns; ;> before-school and after-school
prograns; - vacation care prograns;; parent education; welfare
transiti on—theWAGES prograns;~ and related fam |y support
services. The dat abase reseuree—+file shall include, but not be
limted to, the follow ng information:

(a) Type of early chil dhood education provider pregram

(b) Hours of service.

(c) Significant programinformtion.

(f) Fees and eligibility for services.

(g) Availability of transportation.

(2) The establishnent of a referral process that which
responds to parental need for information and that whieh is
provided with full recognition of the confidentiality rights of
parents. Resource and referral agencies may only prograns—shal
make referrals to |licensed early chil dhood educati on providers,
except that a referral nmay carefacilities— Referrals—shall be

made to an unlicensed provider ehitd—earetactty—or
arrangenent—oenly if the provider is not required to there—is—no

reguirementthatthe faci bty or—arrangenent be |icensed.

(3) Muaintenance of ongoi ng docunentation of requests for

service tabulated through the internal referral process. The
foll owi ng docunentation of requests for service shall be
mai nt ai ned by each alH—ehild-care resource and referral agency

agenectes:
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1790 (a) Nunmber of calls and contacts to the resource ehitd
1791| eare+nfoermation and referral agency eenpenent by the type of

1792| early chil dhood educati on provi der service requested.

1793 (b) Ages of children for whom service i s was—request ed.
1794 (c) Tinme category of early | earning service ehild-care
1795| requests for each child.

1796 (d) Special time category, such as nights, weekends, and
1797 swing shifts shift.

1798 (e) Reason that the early chil dhood education are care—+s
1799| needed.

1800 (f) Nanme of the enployer and primary focus of the

1801 busi ness.

1802 (4) Provision of technical assistance to existing and

1803| potential early chil dhood education provi ders ef—child-care
1804| services. This assistance may incl ude:

1805 (a) Information on initiating new early |earning eare
1806| services, zoning, and program and budget devel opnent, and
1807| assistance in finding the sueh information from other sources.
1808 (b) Information and resources that assist which-help
1809| existing early |earning ehild-ecare—services providers to

1810| maxim ze their ability to serve children and parents in their
1811 community.

1812 (c) Information and incentives that may whieh—ecould help
1813| existing or planned early | earni ng ehild—ecare services offered

1814| by public or private enployers seeking to nmaxim ze their ability
1815| to serve the children of their werking—parent enpl oyees who are
1816| working parents in their community, through contractual or other

1817| funding arrangenents w th busi nesses.

135231

Page 66 of 87




1818
1819
1820
1821
1822
1823
1824
1825
1826
1827
1828
1829
1830
1831
1832
1833
1834
1835
1836
1837
1838
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1845

HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 821 CS

Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
(5) Assistance to famlies and enployers in applying for

various early chil dhood educati on prograns, seurces—of—subsidy

i ncluding, but not Iimted to, the voluntary universal

preki ndergarten programor a council's early | earni ng prograns;
substdized—chitdeare~ a Head Start program —prekinrdergarten
earlyintervention-prograns,—Projectlndependence, private

schol arshi ps;+~ and the federal child and dependent care tax

credit.
(6) Assistance to state agencies in determ ning the

prevailing market rate for early chil dhood education ehild-ecare.

(7) Assistance in negotiating discounts or other speci al
arrangenments with early chil dhood educati on ehild—ecare
provi ders.

(8) Information and assistance to |ocal interagency
council s coordinating services for prekindergarten handicapped
children with disabilities

(9) Assistance to famlies in identifying sumrer
recreation canp and sunmer day canp progranms and in eval uating
the health and safety qualities of summer recreation canp, and
summer day canp, pregrans and a—evaldatihgthehealthand
saf-ety—gualities—oef sumer canp prograns. Subject to |legislative
Contingent—upon—specifie appropriation, a checklist of inportant

health and safety qualities that parents may ean use to choose

t heir sunmer canp prograns shall be devel oped and distributed in
a manner that wll reach parents interested in such prograns for
t heir children.

(10) Each A early childhood education provider ecare
faeiHty licensed or registered under s. 387.04-s—402-305—-and
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H-censed—and+registeredfamty—day—care—hones nmust provide the
| ocal statewde—child-care—-and resource and referral agency
agencies with the followi ng information annually:

(a) Type of early chil dhood education provi der pregram

(b) Hours of service.

(c) Ages of children served.

(d) Fees and eligibility for services.

Section 46. Section 402.3018, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as section 1014.49, Florida Statutes,
and anended to read:

1014. 49 4023018 Consultation to early chil dhood educati on
provi ders ehitd——ecare—centers—andfamty—dayecarehonres regardi ng
heal t h, devel opnental, behavioral disabity, and ot her speci al

needs | ssues. - -

(1) Early childhood education providers are encouraged to

serve children with special needs. The departnent, when

requested, shall provide technical assistance to parents and

early chil dhood education providers in order to facilitate

serving children with special needs.
(2)£H Subject to legislative appropriati on Certihgent
vpon—specific—approprations, the departnent shall s—directed

te contract with the state statewide resource i nformati on and

referral agency for a statewide toll-free WarmLine for the

pur pose of providing assistance and consultation to early
chi | dhood education provi ders ehildcare—centers—andtamty—day
care—hones regardi ng health, devel opnental, behaviora
di-sabiH-ty, and ot her special needs issues of the children they
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are servi ng—particularlty childrenwith disabilitiesand other
special—needs
(3)2) The purpose of the WarmLine is to provide advice
to early chil dhood educati on ehild—-care personnel concerning

strategies, curriculum and environnental adaptations that allow
a child to derive maxi mum benefit fromreceiving the early

chi | dhood educati on ehild-care—experience
(4)3)> The departnent shall annually informearly

chi | dhood education provi ders ehild-care—centers—andfamly—day
care—hones of the availability of this service—en—-an—-anndal

basts.
(5)4)> Subject to legislative appropriati on GCertihgent
upon—specitc—appropriations, the departnent shall expand, or

contract for the expansion of, the WarmLine fromone statew de

site to one WarmLine site in each county or region served by an
early learning council ehild—careresource—andreferral—agency
region.

(6)65) Each county or regional VWarmLine shall provide

assi stance and consultation to early chil dhood educati on

provi ders eare—centers—andtfamlydayecarehones regarding
heal t h, devel opnental, behavioral disabity, and other special
needs +ssues of the children they are servi ng—particularly
chidren—wth—disabiities—andother—special—needs. County or

regional WarmLine staff shall provide onsite technical

assi stance, when requested, to assist early chil dhood educati on

provi ders ehitdcarecenters—andfamty day carehonres with

inquiries relative to the strategies, curriculum and

environment al adaptations the early chil dhood education
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provi ders ehild-carecenters—andfamly day ecarehores may need
as they serve children with disabities—and-other speci al
needs.

Section 47. Section 409.178, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as 1014.50, Florida Statutes, and
anmended to read:

1014. 50 409148 Business ChildGCare—Executive Partnership
for Early Learning -~ f i ndi j : | m ' :
rohes. - -

PINEN : be citod he " Child :
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:  dod_saf I ki hild e |

(1) (a)3) There is created a body peHtie—and—corporate,
khrown—as the Busi ness ChildGCare—Executtve Partnership for Early

Learni ng, which shall establish and govern the Business Ghild
GCare—Executive—Partnership for Early Learning Program

(b) The purpose of the Business Child-CareExecutive

Partnership for Early Learning Programis to utilize state and

federal funds as incentives for matching | ocal funds derived
fromlocal governnents, enployers, charitable foundations, and
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ot her sources, in order se that Ferida conmunities in this
state may create |ocal flexible agreenents departrents with

enpl oyers.
(c) Fhe Business Child-CareExeecutive Partnership for
Early Learning program funds shall be used at the discretion of

| ocal conmunities to nmeet the needs of working parents. An early
chi | dhood educati on a—ehild—eare purchasing pool shall be
devel oped with the state, federal, and |ocal funds to provide

subsidies to | owincone working parents whose famly incone does

not exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty |evel who—-are
e-gi-blefor—subsi-di-zed—childecare with a dollar-for-dollar

mat ch from enpl oyers, |ocal governnment, and ot her matching

contributions. The funds used fromthe early chil dhood educati on

ehi-td—eare purchasi ng pool nust be used to suppl enent or extend
the use of existing public or private funds.

(2)4)» The Busi ness ChildCareExeeutive Partnership for
Early Learning, staffed by or through the departnent, shal

consi st of a representative of the Executive Ofice of the

Governor and ni ne nenbers of the corporate or early chil dhood

educati on ehild-eare comunity, appointed by the Governor.

(a) Menbers shall serve for a period of 4 years, except
that the representative of the Executive Ofice of the Governor
shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor

(b) The Business Child-Care Executive Partnership for

Early Learning shall be chaired by a nmenber chosen by a majority

vote and shall neet at |east quarterly and at other tinmes upon

the call of the chair.
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(c) Menbers shall serve w thout conpensation, but nmay be
rei nbursed for per diemand travel expenses in accordance wth
s. 112.061.
(d) The Busi ness GChild-CareExeecutive Partnership for
Early Learning shall have all the powers and authority, not

explicitly prohibited by | aw statute, necessary to adm nister
carry—out—and effectuate the purpoeses—of this section, as—well
hof . _ duties. I it 4

departrent including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:
1. Assisting in the formul ati on and coordi nati on of the

state's early chil dhood educati on ehitd—eare policy.
2. Adopting an official seal.

3. Soliciting, accepting, receiving, investing, and
expendi ng funds frompublic or private sources.

4., Contracting with public or private entities, as
necessary.

5. Approving an annual budget.

6. Carrying forward any unexpended state appropriations
into succeeding fiscal years.

7. Providing a report to the Governor, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and the President of the Senate, on or
bef ore Decenber 1 of each year

(3)65)r(a) The State Board of Education kegislature shal

consi der the reconmendati on fromthe Busi ness Partnership for

Early Learning annually to determ ne the anpbunt of state funds

or—federal—t-ow-i-necorme—chit-d—care—+mneys which shall be used to
create the Busi ness Ghitld-CareExecuttve Partnership for Early

Lear ni ng Program early chil dhood educati on ehild—-eare purchasing
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pools in counties chosen by the Busi ness Child-GCare—Executive
Partnership for Early Learning. A purchasing pool nust be
created in, previdedthat at |east two ef—the counties that have
popul ati ons of ne—were—than 300,000 or fewer persons. The
Legi slature shall annually review the effectiveness of the early

chi | dhood educati on ehild—eare purchasi ng pool program and

reeval uate the percentage of additional state erfederal funds,
if any, that may ean be used for the progran s expansion.

(b) To ensure a seam ess service delivery and ease of
access for famlies, the Business Child Care Executive

Partnership for Early Learning may contract with early | earning

councils, community coordinated child care agencies, or the
state resource and referral agency to shal- adm nister the ehild
care—pur chasi ng pool funds.

(c) The department, in conjunction with the Business Child
Care—Executive Partnership for Early Learning, shall devel op
procedures for disbursenent of funds through the ehitd-—care
purchasi ng pools. In order to be considered for funding, an the

early learning council ecomnity—coordi-nated—child—care—agency
or—the-statew-deresource—andreferral—ageney nust commt to:

1. Matching the state purchasing pool funds on a dollar-

for-dollar basis; and

2. Expending only those state puble funds that whieh are
mat ched by enpl oyers, |ocal governnent, and other natching
contributors who contribute to the purchasing pool. Parents
shall also pay a fee, which nust shall—be not be | ess than the
anount identified in the departwent—s—subsidized—-child-care

sliding fee scale adopted by the early | earning council.
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(d) Each early learning council nust ecemmnity—coordi-nated
chitd—care—agency——shall—bereqguired+to establish a community
chil-d—-ecare task force for each ehild—dare purchasi ng pool. The

task force nust be conposed of enployers, parents, private early

chi | dhood educati on ehild—eare providers, and one representative

fromthe local children's services council, if one exists in the
area of the purchasing pool. The early |l earning council shal
communi-ty—coordinated-child care—agency is—expected-to recruit
the task force nenbers from existing ehild—eare councils,

conm ssions, or task forces already operating in the area of the

a purchasing pool. A majority of the task force shall consist of
enpl oyers. Each task force shall develop a plan for the use of
chit-d—eare—purchasing pool funds. The plan nust denonstrate show

how many children will be served by the purchasing pool, how

many will be new to receiving early | earning ehildcare

services, and how the early learning council ecommnrity
coordi-nated—child-care—ageney intends to attract new enpl oyers

and their enployees to the program
(4)6)> The departnent nmay Departrent—of Children—-and
Fam-y—Services—shall adopt any rules under s. 120.536(1) and s.

120.54 to adm ni st er necessary—fortheinplenrentation—and
adm-nistration—of this section.

Section 48. Section 402.25, Florida Statutes, is

transferred, renunbered as 1014.51, Florida Statutes, and

amended to read:

1014. 51 40225 |Infants and toddlers in state-funded early
chi | dhood educati on—and—care prograns; brain devel opnent
activities.--Each state-funded early chil dhood educati on—and
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care programfor children frombirth to 5 years of age nust
provi de activities to foster brain devel opnent in infants and
t oddl ers. Each A program nust provide an environment rich in
| anguage and nusic and filled with objects of various colors,
shapes, textures, and sizes to stinulate visual, tactile,
auditory, and linguistic senses in the children and-rust—ineclude

Each A program nust al so provide training for the infants' and

toddl ers' parents including direct dialogue and interaction
bet ween teachers and parents denonstrating the urgency of brain
devel opnment in the first year of a child' s life. Afamly child
day care hone is eenters—are encouraged, but not required, to
conply with this section

Section 49. Section 1014.52, Florida Statutes is created
to read:

1014.52 Fiscal agents.--1f an early learning council is

not legally organi zed as a corporation or other business entity,

the council nust designate a fiscal agent, which nmay be a public

entity or a private nonprofit organi zation. Each fiscal agent

must provide financial and adninistrative services under a

contract or agreenent with the early |earning council. A fiscal

agent may not provide direct early chil dhood educati on; however,

a fiscal agent may provide direct services upon witten request
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of the council to the Departnent of Education and approval by

t he departnent. The cost of the financial and adm nistrative

servi ces shall be negotiated between the fiscal agent and the

early learning council. If the fiscal agent is a provider of

early chil dhood education, the contract nust specify that the

fiscal agent will act on policy direction fromthe council and

w Il not receive policy direction fromits own corporate board

regardi ng the disbursal of council funds. The fiscal agent shal

di sburse funds in accordance with the council's approved early

| earni ng plan and based on billing and di sbursenent procedures

approved by the Departnent of Education. The fiscal agent nust

conformto all data- reporting requirenents established by the

depart nent.
Section 50. Section 402.3051, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as 1014. 53, Florida Statutes, and

anended to read:
1014. 53 4023051 Prevailing market-rate schedul e Child—care
market—+ratereinbursenent; early chil dhood educati on eare

grants. --

(1) As used in this section, the term

(a)fb)y "Market rate" nmeans the price that an early
chil dhood educati on a—hild-care provider charges for daily,
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weekly, or nonthly early |earning ehitd—-eare services. The
mar ket rate shall

1. Be established for licensed child care centers, child

care centers exenpt fromlicensure, |icensed specialized child
care centers for mildly ill children faeirtities—ortfacitities

that—are—not—subject—to0-—s—402-305, licensed large famly child

care hones, licensed or registered famly child day care hones,

i censed before-school and after-school ehild-eare prograns, and
i nformal providers of unregulated early chil dhood educati on
hild | ded_| Lot I Kor.
2. Differentiate anong early chil dhood education eare for
children with special needs, at-risk children er—+isk
categories, infants, toddlers, and preschool children, and

school -age children

3. Differentiate between full-tine and part-tine services
care.

4. Consider reductions in the cost of services eare for
additional children in the sanme famly.

(b)) "Prevailing market rate" neans the annually
determ ned 75th percentile of a reasonable frequency
distribution of market rate in a predeterm ned geographi c nmarket
at which H-censed early chil dhood educati on eare providers
charge a person for early | earning ehild-—care services.

(2) The departnent shall establish procedures for the

adoption of a prevailing market-rate schedule to reinmburse:

(a) Licensed, exenmpt, or registered early |earning eare
providers that whe hold a current Gold Seal Quality Gare
designation at 120 percent of the prevailing market rate for
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early |l earning ehild—ecare services for children who are eligible

to participate in an early |earning programunder s. 1014.22 te
receive-subsi-dized-child-care, and
(b) Licensed, exenpt, or registered early chil dhood

education ehild-eare providers at the prevailing nmarket rate for
early |l earning ehild—ecare services for children who are eligible

to participate in a early learning programunder s. 1014.22 te
receive—subsi-di-zed—child—-eare, unless prohibited by federal |aw

The prevailing market-rate schedul e adopted under this

subsecti on paywent—system may not interfere with the parental
choi ce of parents' —decision-as—to-the appropriate child

providers under s. 1014. 06 care—ar+rangenent, regardless of the
| evel of available funding for early chil dhood educati on ehild

care. The prevailing nmarket-rate schedul e nust be based

exclusively on the costs and prices charged for early chil dhood
education and nust not be based on any ehild care program
assessment tool mey—ret—be used to evaluate early chil dhood
educati on provi ders determnerelnbursenentrates

(3) The departnent may provi de ehild—eare grants to early

| earning councils, central agencies, conmunity colleges, and
wor kf or ce devel opnent educati on vecational/itechni-cal prograns
for the purpose of providing support and technical assistance to
licensed early chil dhood educati on ehitd—care providers.
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(4) The departnent may contract, using a request for
proposals, with a qualified entity usethe-state—comnity——child

i . . f | L es). .

colleges, —and vocational/technical prograns to admnister
Fplerent this section.

(5) The State Board of Educati on departwent nmay adopt
rul es under s. 120.536(1) and s. 120.54 and—oether—polecy

provi-si-ons—necessary to admi nister iAplenent this section
(6) This section shall be inplenented only to the extent

that funding is avail abl e.

Section 51. Section 1014.54, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1014.54 Early chil dhood education funds; conpetitive

procurenent. --

(1)(a) Al funds associated with early chil dhood education

provi ded pursuant to this chapter, other than the funds

associated with the voluntary universal prekindergarten program

shal | be appropriated in a single and separate budget entity.

(b) The Departnent of Education shall annually all ocate

all funds appropriated in the early chil dhood educati on budget

entity, other than those allocated to statewi de contracts, to

each early learning council in accordance with the equity and

performance all ocation fornmul a approved under s. 1014. 03.

(c) Early chil dhood education funds all ocated to each

council may be used only to inplenent the council's early

chi | dhood education plan. Early | earning funds nay not be used

for the construction of new facilities and nay be used only for

transportation services in accordance with this act.
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(d) As part of the approval and periodic review of each

council's early chil dhood education plan, the Departnent of

Education shall require that admnistrative costs be kept to the

m ni nrum necessary for the efficient and effective admnistration

of the council's early chil dhood educati on, but that

adm ni strative expenditures of early | earning funds nay not

exceed 5 percent of the council's total expenditures of early

| earni ng funds, unless specifically waived by the departnment.

The departnment shall annually report to the Legi sl ature any

issues relating to adm nistrative costs.

(2) Each early |learning council nust conply with s.

287.057 for the procurenent fromstate funds of commodities or

contractual services. The period of a contract for purchase of

t hese commpdities or contractual services, together with any

renewal of the original contract, may not exceed 3 years.

(3)(a) Each early |learning council nay contract with a

central agency or other qualified entities to performany of the

duties assigned to the council under this chapter; however, the

early learning council has ultimte responsibility for the

performance of these duties. Contracts awarded under this

section nust conply with the conpetitive procurenent

requi rements of this section

(b) The Departnent of Education shall conduct an

i nvestigation of any violations of this section including the

m suse of funds.

(4) The Auditor General shall annually audit all early

| earning councils and any central agency awarded a contract

under this section.

135231

Page 81 of 87




2235
2236
2237
2238
2239
2240
2241
2242
2243
2244
2245
2246
2247
2248
2249
2250
2251
2252
2253
2254
2255
2256
2257
2258
2259
2260
2261
2262

HOUSE ANMENDNVENT
Bill No. HB 821 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
Section 52. Section 402.281, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:
402.281 Gold Seal Quality Gare program exenptions from ad
val oremtaxation. - -

(1) Child care centers, specialized child care centers for
mldly ill children faeitities, large famly child care hones,
or famly child day care honmes that are accredited by a
pat+oenaly recogni zed accrediting associ ati on whose st andards

substantially neet or exceed the National Association for the
Educati on of Young Children (NAEYC), the National Association of

Fam |y Child Care, regi onal comm ssions and nenber organizations

of the Comm ssion on International and Trans- Regi ona
Accreditation or and the National Early Chil dhood Program

Accredi tation Conm ssion shall receive a separate "CGold Sea
Quality Gare" designation to operate as a gold seal child care

center, a gold seal specialized child care center for mldly il

children faeity, a gold seal large famly child care hone, or

a gold seal famly child day care hone.
(2) In developing the Gold Seal Quality Gare program
standards, the departnment shall consult wth the Departnent of

Education, the Florida Head Start Directors Association, the

Fl ori da Association of Child Care Managenent, the Florida Famly
Day Care Association, the Florida Children's Forum the-State
Coordi-nating—GCouncil—for-School ReadinessPrograns the Early
Chi | dhood Associ ation of Florida, the National Association for

Chi | d Devel opnment Education, early chil dhood educati on providers

recei ving exenptions under s. 402. 316, and parents, for the
pur pose of approving the accrediting associ ati ons.
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Section 53. Subsections (1) and (4) of section 445.023,
Florida Statutes, are anmended to read:

445. 023 Program for dependent care for famlies with
children with special needs.--

(1) There is created the program for dependent care for
famlies with children with special needs. This programis
intended to provide assistance to famlies with children who
neet the follow ng requirenents:

(a) The child or children are between the ages of 13 and 17
years, inclusive.

(b) The child or children are considered to be children
W th special needs.

(c) The famly is econom cally disadvantaged as defined in
s. 1014. 20 meets—theincone guidelines established under s
411.-01(6), notw thstanding any financial eligibility criteriato
the contrary in s. 414.075, s. 414.085, or s. 414.095.

(4) In addition to early |earning sechool+readiness
services provided under chapter 1014, s—411-01- dependent care

may be provided for children age 13 years and ol der who are in
need of care due to disability and where such care is needed for
the parent to accept or continue enploynent or otherw se
participate in work activities. The anount of subsidy shall be
consistent with the rates for special needs child care
established by the departnment. Dependent care needed for
enpl oynent may be provided as transitional services for up to 2
years after eligibility for tenporary cash assi stance ends.
Section 54. (1) Effective July 1, 2004, the Florida
Partnership for School Readi ness, school readiness, and early
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chil dhood resource and referral, and the subsidized child care

programare transferred by a type two transfer, pursuant to s.

20.06(2), fromthe Agency for Wirkforce |Innovation to the

Departnent of Education. To ensure continuity in paynent to

provi ders of school readi ness services, the Departnent of

Education is authorized to execute an interagency operating

agreenment with the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation for a

transition period not to exceed 120 days.
(2) Effective July 1, 2004, the Child Care Executive
Partnership Programis transferred by a type tw transfer,

pursuant to s. 20.06(2), to the Departnent of Education.

(3) Effective July 1, 2004, functions associated with

training and credentialing child care facility personnel are

transferred by type two transfer pursuant to s. 20.06(2), from

the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services to the Depart nent

of Educati on.

Section 55. In editing the manuscript for the 2004 Fl ori da

Statutes, the Division of Statutory Revision is directed to

i ncorporate any anendnents, by | aws passed during the 2004

Regul ar Session of the Legislature or any 2004 Speci al Sessions

of the Legislature, to provisions repealed by this act into the

paral |l el successor provisions created by this act. The division

is further directed to transfer any provisions enacted within

chapter 402, Florida Statutes, by 2004 | egislation to parall el

| ocations in accordance with this act.

Section 56. |If any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the

invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of
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2319| the act which can be given effect without the invalid provision
2320| or application, and to this end the provisions of this act are
2321| decl ared severable.
2322 Section 57. Except as otherw se specifically provided
2323| herein, this act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
2324
2325
2326| ================= T | TLE AMENDMENT =================
2327 Renove the entire title and insert:
2328 A Dbill to be entitled
2329 An act relating to early learning; creating chapter 1014,
2330 F.S., entitled "Early Learning," consisting of part |
2331 relating to general provisions, part Il relating to
2332 vol untary uni versal prekindergarten, and part IIl relating
2333 to early |l earning opportunities; providing for governance,
2334 an Early Learning Advisory Council, parental involvenent,
2335 early |l earning personnel, curriculum personne
2336 qgqual i fications, and accountability; anmending s. 20.15,
2337 F.S.; creating the Division of Early Learning within the
2338 Depart ment of Education; anending s. 20.50, F.S.; deleting
2339 school readiness functions fromthe Agency for Wrkforce
2340 | nnovati on; anending s. 402.3017, F.S.; authorizing the
2341 Departnment of Education to contract for the adm nistration
2342 of certain scholarship prograns; anending s. 411. 0105,
2343 F.S.; providing federal |ead agency responsibilities;
2344 prescribing the required content of plans; providing
2345 requi rements for the voluntary universal prekindergarten
2346 program providing parental rights, eligibility for
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2347 services, provider eligibility requirenents, and financi al
2348 matters; providing for early | earning councils and

2349 eligibility for early chil dhood education; anending s.
2350 1008. 21, F.S.; revising school readi ness screening;

2351 amending s. 402.27, F.S.; requiring the Departnent of
2352 Education to provide a statewi de early |earning resource
2353 and referral network; anmending s. 402.3018, F.S.

2354 providing consultation to early chil dhood educati on

2355 providers; anending s. 409.178, F.S.; creating the

2356 busi ness partnership for early | earning progranm anending
2357 s. 402.25, F.S.; requiring state-funded early chil dhood
2358 education prograns to provide activities to foster infant
2359 and toddl er brain devel opnent; amending s. 402.3051, F.S.;
2360 requiring a market rate to be established for early

2361 | earni ng providers; anending s. 402.281, F.S., relating to
2362 the Gold Seal Quality designation; anmending s. 445.023
2363 F.S.; correcting cross references; repealing ss. 402. 26,
2364 402. 301, 402.3016, 402.302, 402.30501, 402.3135, 402.3145
2365 411.01, and 411.012, F.S., to conform providing for type
2366 two transfers; providing duties of the Division of

2367 Statutory Revision; providing for severability; providing
2368 effective dates.

2369

2370 WHEREAS, a child's parent is his or her first teacher and
2371| nost inportant teacher, and it is inperative that opportunities
2372| are provided to parents and guardians to participate in the
2373| choices and preparations of their child s educational

2374| opportunities, including early |earning prograns that are
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sensitive to cultural diversity, children whose first |anguage
is other than English, and children with disabilities, and

WHEREAS, conmunity partnershi ps between and anong county
governnment, public health departnents, children's services
councils, libraries, business, and early child care and
educati onal resources are integral for the successful
preparation of children in their early educational endeavors,
and

VWHEREAS, the public's return on their investnent in early
| earning shall be shown as a ratio of the program outcone
represented by children who are ready to enter kindergarten
di vi ded by the noney used to achi eve the outcone, NOW
THEREFORE,
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