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CHAMBER ACTI ON

1| The Conmittee on Local Governnent & Veterans' Affairs recomends
2| the follow ng:

3

4 Conmittee Substitute

5 Renove the entire bill and insert:

6 A bill to be entitled

7 An act relating to the Lakel and Downt own Devel opnent

8 Aut hority; codifying, anending, repealing, and reenacting

9 special acts relating to the Lakel and Downt own Devel opnent
10 Aut hority, an independent special district; providing
11 definitions; providing a statenent of policy; providing a
12 nmet hod of defining the dowmtown area; creating a board to
13 be known as the Lakel and Downt own Devel opnment Aut hority;
14 providing for conposition of the board; providing for
15 appoi ntnment, termof office, conpensation, bonding, and
16 liability of the nmenbers of the board; providing for
17 filling vacancies in office; providing for bylaws and
18 i nternal governance of the board; prescribing the
19 functions and powers of the board; providing for Pol k
20 County to levy an ad valoremtax of not nore than 2 mlls;
21 provi ding for records and fiscal managenent; providing for
22 i ssuing revenue certificates; providing for succession by
23 the city if the board ceases to exist or operate;
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24 providing for referenda; prescribing the scope of this
25 act; providing for liberal construction; repealing
26 chapters 77-588 and 78-549, Laws of Florida; providing an
27 effective date.

28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31 Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida Statutes,

32| this act constitutes the codification of all special acts

33| relating to the Lakel and Downt own Devel opnent Aut hority

34| District, also known as the Lakel and Downt own Devel oprment

35| Authority. It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this

36| law to provide a single, conprehensive special act charter for

37| the district, including all current legislative authority

38| granted to the district by its several |egislative enactnents

39| and any additional authority granted by this act.
40 Section 2. Chapters 77-588 and 78-549, Laws of Florida,

41| are codified, reenacted, anended, and repeal ed as herein

42| provided.
43 Section 3. The Lakel and Downt own Devel opnment Authority

44| District is reenacted, and the charter for the district is re-
45| created and reenacted to read:

46 Section 1. Short title.--This act shall be known and may

47| be cited as the “Lakel and Downt own Devel opnent Authority Act.”

48 Secti on 2. Definitions and rul es of construction.--Unless

49| qualified in the text, the following definitions and rul es of

50| construction shall apply:
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51 (1) “Board” neans the Lakel and Downt own Devel opnment

52| Authority Board and any successor to its functions, authority,

53| rights, and obligations.
54 (2) “Cty” and “Lakel and” nean the City of Lakel and.
55 (3) “City comm ssion” neans the Lakeland City Conm ssion

56| and any succeedi hg governi ng body of the city.

57 (4) “Downtown” and “downtown area” nean the area

58| established by the city comm ssion as set forth herein and to

59| which this act primarily relates, including the central business

60| district and its environs.

61 (5) “Herein,” “hereby,” “hereof,” and simlar conpounds

62| refer to the entire act.

63 (6) “Including” shall be construed as nerely introducing

64| illustrative exanples and not as limting in any way the

65| generality of the inclusive term

66 (7) “Mpjority” without qualification neans a najority of a
67| quorum

68 (8) “Mayor” nmeans the Mayor of the City of Lakel and.

69 (9) “State” neans the State of Florida.

70 (10) “Freeholder” for the purposes of this act neans any

71| owner of real property in the downtown area not wholly exenpt

72| fromad val oremtaxation, including those claimnmng honestead,

73| whether individual, corporation, trust, estate, partnership, or

74| other artificial legal entity.

75 (11) “Elector” shall be as defined in Section 2 of Article
76| VI of the State Constitution, 1968.
77 Section 3. Statenent of policy.--1t is the policy of the

78| state to nake it possible for the City of Lakeland to revitalize
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79| and preserve property value and prevent deterioration in the
80| central business district by a systemof self help to correct
81| the blight of such deterioration as has devel oped there. It is a
82| purpose of this act to provide the neans whereby property owners
83| within said district benefiting directly fromthe result of such
84| a program shall bear the substantial cost thereof, and thereby
85| local problenms nay be solved on a | ocal |evel.
86 Section 4. Downtown area description. --
87 (1) The boundaries of the Lakel and Downt own Devel opnent
88| Authority District are:
89
90 Commencing at a point at the intersection of |owa Av.
91 and Magnolia St., proceed south and easterly along the
92 western right-of-way of the proposed | n-Town Bypass
93 (SR 600), Project No. 16000-3502, to the intersection
94 with the CSX railroad tracks; thence proceed
95 nort heasterly along the CSX railroad tracks to the
96 intersection with the proposed | n-Town Bypass; thence
97 sout heasterly al ong the proposed | n-Town Bypass to
98 Lake Av.; thence southerly along Lake Av. to E. O ange
99 St.; thence westerly along EE. Orange St. to S. | owa
100 Ave.; thence southerly along S. lowa Ave. to Lake
101 Morton Dr.; thence westerly along Lake Morton Dr. to
102 Loui se Pl ace; thence westerly along Louise Place to S.
103 Florida Ave,; thence northerly along S. Florida Ave.
104 to W Walnut St.; thence westerly along W WAl nut St.
105 to S. Mssouri Ave.; thence southerly along the
106 western right-of-way line of S. Mssouri Ave. to the
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107 centerline of W Hickory St.; thence westerly al ong
108 the centerline of W Hi ckory St. approxinately 135
109 fromthe western right-of-way line of S. M ssouri Ave.
110 to the centerline of the closed north-south alley way;
111 t hence southerly along the centerline of said closed
112 alley way to the north right-of-way |line of W
113 Palmetto St.; thence westerly approxi mately 830. 68
114 along W Palnetto St. to the northwestern corner of
115 the intersection of W Palnetto St. and Lakesi de Ave.
116 thence northerly approxi mately 199.98'; thence
117 westerly approxinately 219.26" to the southeasterly
118 right-of-way line of Sikes Blvd.; thence southeasterly
119 al ong Sikes Blvd. to the extended north-south
120 al i gnment of the western boundary of The Lakel and
121 Center south parking lot; thence northerly along said
122 alignnent to W Line St.; thence westerly along W
123 Lime St. to Lake Beulah Dr.; thence northerly al ong
124 Lake Beulah Dr. to W Lenon St.; thence easterly al ong
125 W Lenpn St. to Dakota Ave.; thence northerly al ong
126 Dakota Ave. and Dakota Ave. extended to Lake Wre Dr.;
127 t hence easterly along the south and east side of Lake
128 Wre to New York Av.; thence northerly along New York
129 Av. to Magnolia St.; thence easterly al ong Magnolia
130 St. to the point of beginning.
131 (a) The city conmi ssion shall set a date for a public
132 hearing for the adoption of an ordi nance descri bing the downt own
133| area. Upon the adoption of a resolution, the city conm ssion
134| shall cause a notice of the public hearing to be published in a
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135 newspaper of general circulation published in the city, which

136| notice shall be published two tines, not |ess than 30 nor nore

137 than 60 days fromthe date of the hearing. The notice shall set

138| forth the date, tine, and place of the hearing and shall

139| describe the proposed boundaries of the downtown area.

140 Additionally, the board shall cause to be nmailed to each owner

141| of real property within the proposed area not wholly exenpt from

142| taxes, according to the tax collector’s records existing in Polk

143| County, a copy of the notice as published in the paper, not |ess

144| than 15 days prior to the hearing. Any citizen, taxpayer, or

145 property owner shall have the right to be heard in favor of, or

146| in opposition to, the proposed boundaries of the downtown
147| district.
148 (b) After the public hearing, the city conm ssion shall

149| in the manner authorized by |aw, adopt an ordi nance defining the

150 downtown area. The city conm ssion shall not incorporate |and

151 into the district not included in the description contained in

152 the notice of the public hearing, but it nay elimnate any | ands

153| fromthe area, as published, in the final determ nation of the

154| boundaries. Such elimnated | ands shall be free from any

155 additional tax inposed herein. Fromand after the effective date

156 of the ordinance, it shall have existence as herein provided.

157 (2) The city conm ssion may fromtine to tine, by the

158| procedure herein provided, alter or anend the boundaries of the

159| downtown area by the inclusion of additional territory or the

160| exclusion of lands fromthe limts of the district.

161 Section 5. Creation of the board; conposition and

162 provisions relating to nenbers.--There is hereby created a board
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163| conposed of seven nenbers to be known officially as the

164| “Lakel and Downt own Devel opnent Authority.” The board i s hereby

165 constituted a body corporate and an agency of the city.

166| Perfornmance by the board of its duties and exercise of its

167| powers are hereby designated mnunicipal functions and shall be so

168| construed.

169 (1) Six nonconm ssioner nenbers of the board shall be

170| elected for 3-year terns, with two nenbers being elected in an

171| authority election each year, at a date specified in the byl aws,

172| by:
173 (a) The electors residing within the downtown area and

174| registered within a precinct which lies within the downtown

175 ar ea.

176 (b) The desighated voting representatives of any

177| corporation or other artificial legal entity owni ng property
178 within the taxing district
179 (c) Any freeholder owning property within the district.

180 Corporations or other artificial legal entities desiring to

181| designate a voting representative with the board shall do so in

182| the formand nmanner specified in the byl aws.
183
184| 1In any election, each qualified voter shall have the right to

185 wite in any additional person on the ballot for each office.

186| Any ballot received nore than 2 weeks later than the date mail ed

187| by the authority shall be null and void. Simlarly, any ball ot

188| containing fewer than 2 votes shall be null and void.

189 Nom nations for board nenbers shall be nade by filing with the

190| city clerk a petition on a formto be prescribed by the clerk,
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191| bearing the signatures of at |east 10 el ectors or freehol ders

192| entitled to vote in the el ection.

193 (2) Two noncommi ssioner board nenbers shall be el ected at

194| each annual el ection. Each qualified voter shall vote for two of

195| those nominated for office. The two noninees receiving the

196| greatest nunber of votes shall be el ected as noncomr ssi oner

197| board nenbers and shall serve for 3-year terns. In addition, the

198 mayor, or a comm ssioner serving on the City Conmm ssion of

199| Lakel and and desi gnated by the mayor, shall serve in the

200| position of conm ssioner board nenber on the Lakel and Downt own
201| Devel opnent Authority.
202 (3) The City Manager of the City of Lakel and shall serve

203| as an ex officio nenber of the board.

204 (4) To qualify for service on this board and to remain

205| qualified for service on it, all board nenbers, except for

206| conmi ssioner nenbers, shall have their principal places of

207| business or enploynent in the dowmntown area or shall hold

208| property in the downtown area.

209 (5) In the event of any vacancies in office, the board

210| shall appoint soneone to serve tenporarily until the next

211| schedul ed election, at which tine there shall be nom nati ons, as

212| provided herein, for the remai nder of the unexpired term
213 (6) Each nmenber of the board shall serve w thout

214| conpensation for services rendered as a nenber but nay be

215| reinbursed by the board for necessary and reasonabl e expenses

216| actually incurred in the performance of duty. The board may

217| require that all its nmenbers or any or all of its officers or

218| enployees be required to post bond for faithful performnce of
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219| duty. The board shall require such bond of all persons

220| authorized to sign on accounts of the board, and the board shal

221| pay bonding costs. No nenber of the board shall be personally

222| liable for any action taken in attenpting in good faith to

223| performhis or her duty, or for a decision not to act, except in
224| instances of fraud or willful neglect of duty.

225 Section 6. Board bylaws and internal governance.- -

226 (1) The board shall fornulate and may anend its own rul es

227| of procedure and witten bylaws, not inconsistent herewith, but

228| such rules of procedure and witten byl aws and anendnents

229| thereto shall becone effective only after the approval of a

230 mgjority of the voting nenbers of the board.

231 (2) Four voting nmenbers of the board shall constitute a

232| quorum for the transaction of business, but fewer than a quorum

233| may adjourn fromtine to tine. Al action shall be taken by vote

234| of at least a npjority present and voting. Each year the board

235 shall select one of its nenbers as chair and anot her as vice

236| chair. It shall hold regular neetings at | east once a nonth at a

237| regular neeting place to facilitate the attendance of interested

238| parties and shall provide inits bylaws for hol ding speci al

239 neetings. Al owners of property in the downtown area not wholly

240| exenpt fromtaxes shall be notified by mail of the tine and

241| place of all special neetings, and any person shall have the

242 right to attend and voi ce opinions at such neetings.
243 Section 7. Functions of the board.--The board shal

244| performthe follow ng functions:

245 (1) The board shall not provide city governnental

246| services, but shall act as a catalyst to see that such services
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247| are properly planned for within the dowmtown area and are

248| provided in a proper and full manner within that area.

249 (2) Assist the city in preparing and naintaining on a

250| current basis an analysis of the econom c conditions and changes

251| occurring in the downtown area, including the effect thereon of

252| such factors as netropolitan growh, traffic congestion, parking

253| and other access facilities, and structural obsol escence and

254| deterioration.

255 (3) Assist the city in forrmulating and naintaining on a

256| current basis both short-range and | ong-range plans for

257 inproving the attractiveness and accessibility to the public of

258| downtown facilities, pronoting efficient use thereof, renedying

259| the deterioration of downtown property val ues, and devel opi ng

260| the downtown area in general

261 (4) Recomend to the city, for its consideration and

262| approval, the actions deened nost suitable for inplenenting any

263| downt own devel opnent plans, including renoval, razing, repair,

264| renovation, reconstruction, renpdeling, and inprovenent of

265| existing structures, addition of new structures and facilities,

266| relocation of those existing, and changes in facilities for

267| getting thereto and therefrom

268 (5) Participate actively in the inplenmentation and

269| execution of downtown devel opnment pl ans, incl uding

270| establishnment, acquisition, construction, ownership, financing,

271| leasing, licensing, operation, and rmanagenent of publicly owned

272| or leased facilities deened feasible and beneficial in effecting

273| inplenentation for public purposes; however, this subsection

274| shall not give the board any power or control over any city
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275| property unless and until assigned to it by the city conm ssion

276| wunder the provision of subsection (6).

277 (6) Carry on such additional |awful projects and

278| wundertakings related to the downtown area as the city conm ssi on

279| nmay assign to the board with its consent.

280 Section 8. Powers of the board.--1n the perfornmance of the

281| functions vested in or assigned to the board under section 7,

282| the board is granted the foll owi ng powers:

283 (1) To enter into contracts and agreenents to acconplish

284| the functions set forth in section 7 and to sue and be sued as a

285| body corporate.

286 (2) To have and use a corporate seal

287 (3) To accept grants and donations of any type of

288| property, labor, or other thing of value fromany public or

289| private source.

290 (4) To receive the proceeds of the tax hereby inposed.
291 (5) To receive the revenues fromany property or facility
292| owned, |eased, licensed, or operated by it or under its control,

293| subject to the limtations inposed upon it by trusts or other

294| agreenents validly entered into by it.

295 (6) To have exclusive control of funds |egally avail abl e

296| to it, subject to limtations inposed upon it by |aw or by any

297| agreenent validly entered into by it.

298 (7) To cooperate and enter into agreenents with other

299| governnental agencies or other public bodies, except that

300 nothing in this act shall be construed as authorization to

301 initiate a federally subsidi zed urban renewal program and any

302| such urban renewal programis hereby specifically prohibited.
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303 (8) To borrow noney and to i ssue and sell revenue

304| certificates as hereinafter provided, or in any other nanner

305| permtted by |law and not inconsistent with the provisions

306| hereof, and to take all steps necessary for efficient

307| preparation and marketing of the certificates at public or

308| private sale at the best price obtainable, including the entry

309 into agreenents with corporate trustees, underwiters, and the

310| holders of the certificates, and the enpl oynent and paynent as a

311| necessary expense of issuance, for the service of consultants on

312| valuations, costs, and feasibility of undertaking, revenues to

313| be anticipated and other financial matters, architecture,

314| engineering, legal matters, accounting matters, and any ot her

315| fields in which expert advice nay be needed to effectuate

316| advant ageous issuance and narketi ng.

317 (9) To request by resolution that the city exercise its

318| powers of em nent donmain to acquire any real property for public

319| purposes. If the property involved is acquired, the board shal

320| take over and assunme control of such property on terns nutually

321| agreed upon between the city and the board, but the board shal

322| not hereafter be authorized to sell, |ease, or otherw se di spose

323| of such property so acquired without the fornal consent of the

324| city comm ssion

325 (10) To acquire, own, convey, or otherw se dispose of,

326| |lease as |essor or |essee, construct, nmaintain, inprove,

327| enlarge, raze, relocate, operate, and nmanage property and

328| facilities of whatever type to which it holds title and to grant

329 or acquire licenses, easenments, and options with respect
330| thereto.
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331 Section 9. Levy of ad val oremtax.--Polk County, upon

332| request of the board for the purpose of inplenmenting its

333| authority under this act, shall |levy an ad valoremtax in

334| addition to all other ad valoremtaxes that may be | evi ed

335 annually by the county on all real property within the area

336| described in section 4, except that no such tax shall be | evi ed

337 on property qualifying for honestead exenption, and Pol k County

338| shall adm nister such |levy as a special taxing district |evy
339 authorized under Section 9 of Article VII of the State

340| Constitution. The rate shall not exceed 2 mlls on each doll ar

341| of tax base, and the board shall establish its budget for the

342| comng fiscal year and for each fiscal year thereafter prior to

343| the tinme the Tax Col |l ector of Polk County shall prepare his or

344| her tax bills. After making public the proposed budget, the

345| board shall comunicate by witten notice to the Tax Assessor of

346| Polk County what mllage rate, within the 2-mll| |limt, shall be
347| in effect for the next year’s billing.

348 Section 10. Board records and fiscal managenent. - -

349 (1) The funds of the board shall be namintai ned under a

350| separate account, shall be used for the purposes herein

351| authorized, and shall be distributed only by direction of or

352 with the approval of the board pursuant to requisitions signed

353| by the director or other designated chief fiscal officer of the

354 board and countersigned by at | east one other person who shal
355 be a nenber of the board.

356 (2) The board byl aws shall provide for nmi ntenance of

357 mnutes and other official records of its proceedi ngs and

358| actions, for preparati on and adopti on of an annual budget for
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359| each ensuing fiscal year, for internal supervision and control

360 of its accounts, which function the appropriate city fiscal

361| officers may performat its request, and for an external audit

362| at |east annually by an i ndependent certified public accountant

363| who has no personal interest, direct or indirect, inits fiscal

364| affairs. A copy of the external audit shall be filed with the

365 city clerk within 90 days after the end of each fiscal year

366 (3) No nenber or enployee of the board shall participate

367 by vote or otherwi se on behalf of the board in any natter in

368| which he or she has a direct financial interest or an indirect

369| financial interest other than of the benefits to be derived

370 generally fromthe devel opment of the downt own area.

371| Participation with know edge of such interest shall constitute

372| nmul feasance and shall result, as regards a nenber, in automatic

373| forfeiture of office or, as regards an enpl oyee, in pronpt
374| disn ssal

375 Section 11. | ssuance of revenue certificates.--I|ssuance of

376| revenue certificates by the board shall be governed by the

377 follow ng general provisions:

378 (1) Revenue certificates for purposes hereof are limted

379| to obligations that are secured solely by pledge of revenues

380 produced by the facility or facilities for the benefit of which

381| the certificates are issued and the sal e proceeds used and that

382| do not constitute a |lien or encunbrance, |egal or equitable, on

383| any real property of the board or on any of its persona

384| property other than the revenues pl edged to secure paynent of

385| the certificates.
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386 (2) The faith and credit of the city shall not be pl edged

387| and the city shall not be obligated directly or indirectly to

388| nmke any paynents on or appropriate any funds for certificates
389| issued by the board.

390 (3) Before issuing any revenue certificate, the board
391| shall, with respect to each issue:
392 (a) Prepare or procure froma reliable source detail ed

393| estimates of the total cost of the undertaking for which the

394| certificates are contenpl ated and of the annual revenues to be

395| obtained therefromand pl edged as security for paynent of the

396| certificates.

397 (b) Determne that the antici pated net proceeds fromthe

398| sale, together with any other funds avail abl e and i ntended for

399 the purposes of the issue, will be sufficient to cover all costs

400| of the undertaking and of preparing and marketing the issues

401 connected therew th.

402 (c) Determne that the annual revenues anticipated from

403| the undertaking will be sufficient to pay not only the estinated

404 annual cost of nmintaining, repairing, operating, and repl acing,

405| to any necessary extent, the undertaking, but also the punctual

406| paynent of the principal of, and interest on, the contenpl ated

407 certificates.

408 (d) Specify its determnations in, and include the

409| supporting estimates as part of, the resolution providing for
410| the issue.

411 (4) The board nay, with respect to any issue of revenue

412| certificates, engage the services of a corporate trustee for the

413| issue and may treat any or all costs of carrying out the trust
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414| agreenent as part of the operating costs of the undertaking for

415| which the certificates are issued.
416 (5) The board shall fromtine to tine establish such

417| rentals, rates, and charges, or shall by agreenment maintain such

418| control thereof, as to neet punctually all paynments on the

419| undertaking and its mai ntenance and repair, including reserves

420 therefor and for depreciation and repl acenent.

421 (6) Revenue certificates nmay be issued for the purpose of

422| funding, refunding, or both.

423 (7) Al revenue certificates issued pursuant hereto shal

424| be negotiable instrunents for all purposes.

425 (8) Validation bonds shall be in accordance with chapter
426| 75, Florida Statutes.
427 Section 12. Transfer upon cessation of the board. --Shoul d

428| the board cease to exist or to operate for whatever reason, al

429| property of whatever kind shall forthwith becone the property of

430( the city, subject to the outstandi ng obligations of the board

431| incurred in conformty with all of the foregoing provisions, and

432 the city shall use this property to the maxi num extent then

433| practicable for effectuating the purposes hereof and shal

434| succeed to and exercise only such powers of the board as shal

435 be necessary to neet outstanding obligations of the board and

436| effect an orderly cessation of its powers and functions.

437| However, under no circunstances shall the city directly or

438| indirectly be obligated to pledge or use any of its tax noneys

439| to acconplish these functions.

440 Section 13. Ref erendum --No ad val oremtax shall be |evied

441| hereunder unless the question of the right of the board to | evy
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442 an annual tax pursuant to section 9 has been submtted to the

443| electors who reside within the downtown area and are regi stered

4441 within a precinct which lies within the dowmmtown area and to the

445| freehol ders owning property in the downtown area.

446 (1) For the purposes of any required referendum the city

447| clerk shall act as el ection supervisor and do all things

448| necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.
449 (2) The Clerk of the Gty of Lakeland shall conpile a |ist

450( of the nanes and the | ast known addresses of the property owners

451| of real property not wholly exenpt fromtaxes as determ ned from

452 the tax assessnent rolls of Polk County, and the |ist so

453| prepared shall constitute the registration list for the purposes

454| of the referendum herein, except as hereinafter provided.

455 (3) The clerk shall notify each person qualified to vote

456| herein of the general provisions of this act and shall send him

457| or her a certified copy of sane, the dates of the upconi ng

458| referendum and the nethod provided for additional registration

459| should the status of any property owner have changed fromt hat

460 obtained fromthe county property appraiser. Notification

461| hereunder shall be by United States mail and in addition thereto

462| by publication one tinme in a newspaper of general circul ation.

463 (4) Any person entitled to vote herein whose nane does not

464| appear on such registration list nay register with the city
465 clerk at Gty Hall of the City of Lakeland or by mail in
466| accordance with regul ati ons pronul gated by the clerk. The

467| registration lists shall remain open until 30 days after the

468| notification provided in subsection (3).
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469 (5) Wthin 30 days after the closing of the registration

470 list, the clerk shall have a secret and direct ballot of the

471| persons entitled to vote in such a referendum by providing a

472 certified voting nachine or paper ballot at City Hall of the

473| Gty of Lakeland, between the |l egal hours of voting in nornal

474| elections. The clerk shall place the date of this election in

475 the original notification and, additionally, the day after the

476| registration list is closed, shall mail to all eligible voters

477 additional notification of the tine and place of said el ection.

478 Wthin 1 day after holding said election, the clerk shal

479| certify the results thereof to the Gty Comm ssion of Lakel and

480( and to the board. Any person voting who has know edge that he or

481| she is not a freeholder or elector residing wwthin the district

482 as defined by this act shall be quilty of perjury and shall be

483| prosecuted and, upon conviction, punished in accordance with the

484| provisions of the laws of this state.

485 (6) For the purposes of this act, one vote shall be

486| allowed for each individual who is a freeholder or el ector as
487 defined in section 5(1)(a) and by the State Constitution. Joint
488| and several owners of property shall be allowed to cast one

489| ball ot per parcel. Corporations or other artificial |egal

490| entities that own property within the district shall designate a

491| voting representative no less than 1 week prior to any

492 referendumin the manner to be prescribed by the city clerk.

493| Such corporations or artificial legal entities shall vote only

494 through their designated representatives.

495 (7) Additional referenda called for |evying special taxing

496| district taxes after changi ng the boundari es of the downtown
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497| area originally established in accordance with section 4 shal

498| be held in accordance with the referendum provisions of this
499 act.
500 (8) A repeal referendummay be called by petition of the

501| property owners and el ectors representing at |east 30 percent of

502| the property owners and electors in the downtown area as defined

503 in section 5(1)(a) for the purpose of abolishing the board and

504| repealing this act. Upon the recei pt of such a petition for a

505 repeal referendumby the city clerk, a referendum el ection shal
506| be called by the city clerk and shall be held under the

507| procedures as specified in this section. If the repeal shal

508 fail, there shall be no additional repeal referendum made by

509| petition at any tinme until 1 year after the certification of the

510 results of the previous repeal referendumby the clerk.
511 (9) The elections to be held under this act shall be held

512| in accordance with the election laws of the City of Lakel and

513| insofar as possible and the |aws of the state.

514 Section 14, MIllage |limtations.--This act provides for

515| the establishnent of a special taxing district under Section 9
516| of Article VII of the State Constitution, and the mll age

517| limtation is specified in this act as authorized by the State

518 Constitution. It is intended that such tax shall not be

519| construed as a tax for county or nunicipal purposes as referred

520 to in that section of the State Constitution. However, should

521| this act be judicially construed to be within the 10-m ||

522| limtation of the city or the 10-mll limtation of the county,

523| then all provisions of this act shall be null and void and this

524| act shall be of no further effect.
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525 Section 15. Liberal construction.--The provisions of this
526| act, being desirable for the welfare of the city and its
527| inhabitants, shall be liberally construed to effectuate the
528| purposes herein set forth.
529 Section 4. Chapters 77-588 and 78-549, Laws of Florida,
530| are repeal ed.
531 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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