F L ORIl DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0849 2004

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Wkiva River Basin; creating s.

3 163. 3247, F.S.; providing a popul ar name; providing

4 legislative intent with respect to protecting the Wkiva

5 Ri ver Basin and inplenenting certain findings and

6 recommendat i ons of t he Wekiva River Basin Coordinating

7 Commi ttee; providing an effective date.

8

9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
10
11 Section 1. Section 163.3247, Florida Statutes, is created
12| to read:
13 163. 3247 \Wekiva River Basin Parkway and Protection Act. --
14 (1) POPULAR NAME. --This section shall be known by the
15| popul ar nane the "Wkiva River Basin Parkway and Protection
16| Act."
17 (2) LEQ SLATI VE | NTENT. - -
18 (a) The Legislature recognizes the Wkiva River and its
19| tributaries, along with the St. Johns Ri ver and associ ated | ands
20| in central Florida, as one of the nost valuable natural assets
21| of the state. The Wkiva River and its tributaries have been
22| designated an Qutstanding Florida Water, a National WId and
23| Scenic River, a Florida WId and Scenic River, and a Florida
24| Aquatic Preserve.
25 (b) 1In 1988, the Legislature enacted the Wkiva River
26| Protection Act, codified in part Il of chapter 369, to protect
27| the resources of the Wkiva R ver Basin. The Wkiva River
28| Protection Act delineates an area conprising portions of Lake,
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29| Orange, and Sem nole Counties as the Wkiva River Protection

30| Area.

31 (c) The Wkiva River is a spring-fed system associ at ed

32| with 19 second-nmagni tude and third-nagnitude springs and

33| nunerous smaller springs. The Legislature recognizes that a

34| spring is only as healthy as its groundwater recharge basin. The

35| groundwater that feeds springs is recharged by seepage fromthe

36| surface and through direct conduits, such as sinkhol es. Because

37| of this, the health of the spring systemis directly influenced

38| by activities and | and uses within the spring recharge basin.

39 (d) Protection of groundwater that recharges the springs

40 connected to the Wekiva River is inportant to the |long-term

41| wviability of the Wkiva Ri ver ecosystemand the region's water

42| supply. The Water Needs and Sources Assessnent indicates that

43| the Wekiva Basin is located in a Priority Water Resource Caution

44| Area, indicating that water supply problens are projected to

45 becone critical by 2010 and projected water use nay result in

46| unacceptable i npacts to natural systens and groundwater quality.

47 (e) Because the mpjority of the groundwater recharge basin
48| of the Wkiva River is |ocated outside the Wkiva R ver

49| Protection Area as delineated in part Il of chapter 369, no

50| special protection currently exists for critical groundwater

51| recharge | ands. The Wkiva River Springs Protection Area shall

52| consist of Lake, Orange, and Sem nol e Counties

53 (f) It is the intent of the Legislature to review the

54| findings and recomendati ons of the Wkiva Ri ver Basin
55| Coordinating Commttee, created by Executive Order No. 03-112,
56| and inplenent those findings and recommendati ons that are

57| conpatible with good government and property rights.
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58 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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