F L OR 1 DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 889 2004
CS
CHAMBER ACTI ON

1| The Committee on Health Care recomrends the follow ng:

2

3 Conmittee Substitute

4 Renove the entire bill and insert:

5 A Dbill to be entitled

6 An act relating to primary and conprehensive stroke

7 centers; providing |legislative findings and intent;

8 providing definitions; requiring the Agency for Health Care
9 Adm nistration to create and nmake available on its Internet
10 website and to the Departnment of Health a list of primary
11 and conprehensive stroke centers; providing criteria for
12 i nclusion on such list; requiring a hospital that no | onger
13 nmeets such criteria to notify the agency; requiring the
14 agency to renove such hospital fromthe list; providing an
15 exception; requiring the hospital to notify energency
16 personnel if services becone unavail able or resuneg;
17 requiring the agency to renove a hospital fromthe |ist
18 under certain conditions; requiring the agency to notify
19 all hospitals in the state of the list; requiring the
20 agency to develop criteria for primary and conprehensive
21 stroke centers; providing construction; prohibiting a
22 person fromclaimng that a facility is a state-listed
23 stroke center unless the facility has provided notice to
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24 t he agency; requiring the departnment to circulate a |ist of
25 stroke centers to certain nedical directors; requiring the
26 departnent to devel op a sanple stroke triage or stroke
27 al ert assessnent tool; requiring energency personnel to
28 utilize a simlar tool; requiring the nmedical director of
29 each emergency nedi cal services provider to devel op and
30 i npl ement certain protocols; requiring conpliance by a
31 certain date; providing an effective date.
32
33 WHEREAS, stroke is the third leading killer in the United

34| States and in Florida, and
35 WHEREAS, stroke is also a | eading cause of serious |ong-

36| termdisability inthis state, and

37 WHEREAS, 165, 000 people die fromstroke in the United
38| States every year, including 10,000 people in this state, and
39 WHEREAS, 60 percent of all deaths from strokes occur in

40/ wonen, and

41 WHEREAS, approximately 4.5 mllion stroke survivors are

42| alive today, and as many as 25 percent are pernmanently disabl ed,
43| and

44 WHEREAS, nearly 30 percent of all people who suffer a

45| stroke are under age 65, and

46 WHEREAS, it is estimated that strokes cost the United

47| States nearly $50 billion a year in total costs, with direct

48| costs estimated at $28 billion, and

49 WHEREAS, as the popul ati on ages, death and disability from

50| stroke will increase dramatically if this state does not
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51| inplenent strategies that will inprove the survival of victins
52| of stroke in all communities across this state, and

53 WHEREAS, energency nedi cal services nmay be transporting

54| stroke victins to hospitals that do not have specialized

55| prograns for providing tinely and effective treatnent for stroke
56| victinms, NOW THEREFORE

57
58| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
59
60 Section 1. Legislative findings and intent.--

61 (1) The Legislature finds that rapid identification,

62| diagnosis, and treatnent of stroke can save the lives of stroke

63| victine and in sone cases can reverse inpai rnents such as

64| paralysis, |leaving stroke victins with few or no neurol ogi cal
65| deficits.
66 (2) The Legislature further finds that a strong system for

67| stroke survival is needed in the state's comunities in order to

68| treat stroke victinse in a tinely manner and to i nprove the

69| overall treatnment of stroke victins. Therefore, the Legislature

70| intends to pronote the devel opnent of an energency treatnent

71| systemin this state that will allow stroke victins to be

72| quickly identified and transported to and treated in facilities

73| that have specialized prograns for providing tinely and

74| effective treatnent for stroke victins.

75 Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act, the term

76 (1) "Agency" neans the Agency for Health Care

77| Adm nistration.

78 (2) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Health.
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79 Section 3. State-listed prinmary stroke centers and

80| conprehensive stroke centers; notification of hospitals.--
81 (1) The Agency for Health Care Admi nistration shall nake

82| available on its Internet website and to the Departnent of

83| Health a |list of the nanes and | ocations of hospitals that neet

84| the criteria for a prinary stroke center and the nanes and

85| locations of hospitals that neet the criteria for a

86| conprehensive stroke center. The list of primary and

87| conprehensive stroke centers shall include only those hospital s

88| that attest by affidavit submtted to the agency that they neet

89| the naned criteria or those hospitals that attest that they are

90| certified as primary or conprehensive stroke centers by the

91| Joint Commi ssion on Accreditation of Heal t hcare Organi zati ons.

92 (2) If a hospital no |longer plans to neet the criteria for

93| a primary or conprehensive stroke center, the hospital shal

94| notify the agency and the agency shall imediately renpve the

95| hospital fromthe list. This subsection shall not apply to a

96| hospital that experiences a short-termunavailability of stroke

97| treatnment services. The hospital shall immediately notify al

98| |ocal energency nedical services providers of the tenporary

99| wunavailability of stroke treatnent services. The hospital shal

100 notify all local energency nedical services providers when

101| services resune. |If stroke treatnent services are unavail abl e

102| for nore than 2 nonths, the agency shall renove the hospital

103| fromthe list of prinmary or conprehensive stroke centers until

104| the hospital notifies the agency that stroke treatnent services

105| have been restored.
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106 (3) By February 15, 2005, the agency shall notify al
107| hospitals in the state that the agency is conpiling a |list of

108| primary stroke centers and conprehensive stroke centers in the

109| state. Included in the notification shall be an expl anati on of

110 the criteria for a primary stroke center and a conprehensive

111| stroke center as well as an explanation of the process for being

112| added to the list of primary and conprehensive stroke centers.

113 (4) The agency shall develop criteria for a primary stroke

114| center that are substantially simlar to the primary stroke

115| center certification standards of the Joint Conmm sSSion on

116| Accreditation of Healthcare Organi zati ons.

117 (5) The agency shall develop criteria for a conprehensive

118| stroke center. In addition, if the Joint Conm ssion on

119| Accreditation of Healthcare Organi zati ons establishes criteria

120 for conprehensive stroke centers, the agency shall establish

121| criteria for conprehensive stroke centers that are substantially

122| simlar to those criteria established by the Joint Conmm ssion on

123| Accreditation of Healthcare Organi zati ons.

124 (6) Nothing in this section shall be construed as a

125 nedical practice guideline or to restrict the authority of a

126| hospital to provide service for which it has received a |license

127| pursuant to chapter 395, Florida Statutes. The Legislature

128| recognizes that all patients need to be treated individually

129| based on each patient’s needs and circunstances.

130 Section 4. Advertising restrictions.--A person nay nhot

131| advertise to the public, by way of any nedi um what soever, that a

132 hospital is a state-listed stroke center unless the hospital has

133| provided notice to the agency as required by this act.
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134 Section 5. Energency nedical service providers; triage and

135| transportation of stroke victins to stroke centers. --

136 (1) By June 1 of every year, the Departnent of Health

137| shall send the list of primary stroke centers and conprehensive

138| stroke centers to the nedical director of all |icensed energency

139 nedical services providers in the state.

140 (2) The Departnent of Health nust devel op a sanpl e stroke

141| triage or stroke alert assessnent tool. The departnent nust post

142| this sanple assessnent tool on its Internet website and provide

143| a copy to all licensed energency nedical services providers no

144| later than June 1, 2005. Al |icensed energency nedi cal services

145| providers nust utilize a stroke triage or stroke alert

146| assessnent tool that is simlar to the sanple stroke triage or

147| stroke alert assessnment t ool provided by the departnent.

148 (3) The nedical director of each |licensed energency

149| nedical services provider shall devel op and i npl enent

150 assessnent, treatnent, and transport destination protocols for

151| stroke patients with the intent to assess, treat, and transport

152| stroke patients to the nost appropriate hospitals.

153 (4 Al energency nedical services providers |licensed

154 wunder chapter 401, Florida Statutes, nust conply with all parts
155| of this section by July 1, 2005.
156 Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.

Page 6 of 6

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



