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HB 0089 2004
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to evidence; creating s. 90.807, F.S.;
provi ding for adm ssion of certain evidence otherw se
precl uded by the hearsay rule; providing an effective

dat e.

VWHEREAS, the Legislature wishes to protect the victinms of
domestic violence and other crimes by providing for the
adm ssi on of hearsay testinony when found by the court to neet
standards of circunstantial reliability; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature wishes to harnonize the Florida
Evi dence Code and the Federal Evidence Code to inprove the
quality of justice, NON THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 90.807, Florida Statutes, is created to

r ead:

90.807. Residual exception.--A statenent not specifically

covered by s. 90.803 or s. 90.804, but having equival ent

circunstantial guarantees of trustworthiness, is not excluded by

the hearsay rule, if the court determ nes that:

(1) The statenent is offered as evidence of material fact;

(2) The statenent is nore probative on the point for which

it is offered than any ot her evidence which has been procured

t hrough reasonabl e efforts; and

(3) The general purposes of these rules and the interests

of justice will best be served by adnm ssion by the statenent

i nto evi dence.
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However, a statenent may not be admtted under this exception

unl ess the person wishing to offer the statenent into evi dence

makes known to the adverse party sufficiently in advance of the

trial or hearing the proponent’s intention to offer the

statenent and the particulars of the statenent, including the

nanme and address of the decl arant.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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