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HR 9005 2004
House Resol ution

A resolution honoring Dr. Gmen Stephenson.

VWHEREAS, after her appointnment to the presidency of
Hi | | sborough Community College in 1997, Dr. Gaen Stephenson has
led the institution in an enrollnent growh of approximately 10
percent per year for the past 3 years, a dramatic turnaround
fromthe declining enroll nents of the prior 5 years, and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Stephenson and her administrative staff have
establ i shed strong partnerships with the business community, the
University of South Florida, the School District of Hillsborough
County, and the Florida Legislature, and a recent study relating
to the econom c inpact of HCC indicates that business sales in
the Tanpa Bay area are $1.9 billion higher and | abor incone is
$757 mllion greater because of the presence of the college, and

WHEREAS, HCC prepares the region's residents for jobs
central to nearly every business and governnental entity through
its offering of associate degrees, technical training, and, when
requi red, renedi ation, as well as a diversity of courses rangi ng
frominternational education, e-technol ogy, advanced vocati onal
trai ni ng, and aquacul tural and agricultural studies, and

VWHEREAS, in addition to four current canpus |ocations and
an anticipated fifth, Dr. Stephenson has established centers of
| earni ng t hroughout the area, including those within underserved
communities, and, in an effort to increase mnority enroll nent,
has successfully inplenmented prograns that target African-
Aneri can and Hi spanic nmal es, and

WHEREAS, in April 2003, Dr. Stephenson was selected from
anong 27 nom nees as the Anerican Student Association of

Community Col | eges "President of the Year," recognized for her
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i nclusi on of student groups in her cal endar, on npbst conmttees,

and in her own personal advisory group, NOWN THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of

Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives salutes Dr. Gaen
St ephenson as one of Hillsborough County's consummate role
nodel s who has denonstrated extraordinary | eadership in
establishing Hi|Ilsborough Community Coll ege as a nmj or
contributor to the education of the county's residents, while
engagi ng students, faculty and staff, and the public and private
sectors as collaborators in attaining stability and garnering
st at ewi de respect.

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED that a copy of this resolution be
presented to Dr. Gaen Stephenson as a tangi bl e token of the

sentinents expressed herein.
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