F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0939 2004

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to pari-nutuel wagering; anending s.

3 550. 09515, F. S.; deleting provisions that require a

4 t hor oughbred horse permt to be voided and to escheat to

5 the state for failure to operate performances; deleting

6 provi sions for the rei ssuance of such escheated permt;

7 del eti ng obsol ete provisions; anmendi ng s. 550.5251, F. S.;
8 revi sing provisions for application and issuance of

9 certain thoroughbred horse permits; providing penalties
10 for failure to operate full schedule of performances by
11 such perm thol ders; providing procedures for election not
12 to operate live performances; providing that such el ection
13 shall not affect the validity of a permt; exenpting from
14 penal ti es thoroughbred permthol ders who failed to operate
15 during specified racing seasons; providing an effective
16 dat e.
17
18| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Subsections (3) through (7) of section
21| 550.09515, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
22 550. 09515 Thoroughbred horse taxes; abandoned interest in
23| a permt for nonpaynment of taxes.--
24 i
25
26
27
28
29| operate—and pay-tax—on-handle was the direct result of fire-
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30| strike—war—or other disaster oreventbeyond the abitityof
31 . . : .
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47 (3)64)r In the event that a court of conpetent jurisdiction

48| determ nes any of the provisions of this section to be

49| unconstitutional, it is the intent of the Legislature that the
50( provisions contained in this section shall be null and void and
51| that the provisions of s. 550.0951 shall apply to al

52| thoroughbred horse permthol ders begi nning on the date of such
53| judicial determnation. To this end, the Legislature decl ares
54| that it would not have enacted any of the provisions of this
55| section individually and, to that end, expressly finds them not
56| to be severable.

57 (4)5)> Notwi thstanding the provisions of s.

58| 550.0951(3)(c), the tax on handle for intertrack wagering on

Page 2 of 5

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0939 2004
59| rebroadcasts of sinulcast horseraces is 2.4 percent of the

60| handle; provided however, that if the guest track is a

61| thoroughbred track |ocated nore than 35 mles fromthe host

62| track, the host track shall pay a tax of .5 percent of the

63| handle, and additionally the host track shall pay to the guest
64| track 1.9 percent of the handle to be used by the guest track
65| solely for purses. The tax shall be deposited into the Pari-

66| nutuel Wagering Trust Fund.

67 (5)¢66) Acredit equal to the anmount of contributions made
68| by a thoroughbred perm thol der during the taxable year directly
69| to the Jockeys' @iild or its health and welfare fund to be used
70| to provide health and welfare benefits for active, disabled, and
71| retired Florida jockeys and their dependents pursuant to

72| reasonable rules of eligibility established by the Jockeys'

73| Guildis allowed against taxes on |ive handl e due for a taxable
74| year under this section. A thoroughbred permthol der nay not

75| receive a credit greater than an anount equal to 1 percent of

76| its paid taxes for the previous taxable year.

77 (71—t —athoroughbred permtholder fails to operateall
78| performances—onits2001-2002 icense—tfatlureto pay tax——on

79| handle forafull schedule of Lve races for those performances
80l i . : .

81
82
83
84
85
86
87

Page 30of 5

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0939 2004
88 Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 550.5251, Florida

89| Statutes, is anended to read:

90 550. 5251 Florida thoroughbred racing; certain permts;

91| operating days.--

92 (2) Each permtholder referred to in subsection (1) shall
93| annually, during the period commenci ng Decenber 15 of each year
94| and ending January 4 of the followi ng year, file in witing with
95| the division its application to conduct one or nore thoroughbred
96| racing neetings during the thoroughbred racing season comrenci ng
97| on the followi ng June 1. Each application shall specify the

98| nunber and dates of all performances that the perm thol der

99| intends to conduct during that thoroughbred raci ng season. Ga—er

100| before February-15 of each year—the division-shall issuea
101 . - .

102| thedates—speciiiedinits—appHeation— Up to March 31 of each

103| vyear, each permthol der nmay request and shall be granted changes

104| in its authorized performances, and the division shall issue a

105| license on or before April 30 of each year authorizing each

106| permtholder to conduct perfornmances on the dates specified in

107| its application; but thereafter, as—a—conditionprecedent—tothe
108| walidity of its licenseanditsrightto retainits permt- each

109 permtholder nmust operate the full nunber of days authorized on

110| each of the dates set forth in its license or be subject to
111| discipline pursuant to ss. 550.01215(4) and 550.0251(10). On or
112| before February 15 of each year, a permtholder may el ect not to

113| operate |live performances during the ensui ng thoroughbred racing

114| season by filing an anmendnent to its application indicating its

115 irrevocable election not to operate, and the division shall not

116| issue a license to such permtholder. An el ection not to operate
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117| shall not affect the continuing validity of the permt of such

118| permtholder. For the 2004- 2005 Fl ori da Thoroughbred Raci ng

119| Season only, an election not to operate will be effective if
120 delivered to the division on or before July 1, 2004. Any
121| thoroughbred permthol der who either failed to operate all

122| performances that it was authorized to operate under the |license

123| or licenses issued to it by the division for either or both the
124 2001-2002 or 2002-2003 Fl orida Thoroughbred Raci ng Seasons or
125 who failed to operate any perfornance during the 2003-2004

126| Florida Thoroughbred Raci hg Season shall be excused from

127| discipline by the division for its failure to operate such

128| perfornances, and its permt shall be deened valid and in good

129| standing.
130 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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