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A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to pari-mutuel wagering; requiring
dogracing permtholders to provide a greyhound-adoption
boot h at each dogracing facility in the state; requiring
that the booth be operated by certain qualified persons on
weekends; requiring that information concerning the
adoption of a greyhound be nade available to the public at
the facility; requiring the perm thol der to provide
adoption information in racing prograns and to identify
greyhounds that wi Il becone avail abl e for adoption;
authorizing the permtholder to hold an additional charity
day that is designated as "G eyhound Adopt - A Pet Day";
requiring that profits derived fromthe charity day be
used to fund activities pronoting the adopti on of
greyhounds; authorizing the Division of Pari-nmutuel
Wagering within the Departnent of Business and

Prof essi onal Regul ation to adopt rules; providing

penal ties; anmending s. 550.1647, F.S., relating to
uncl ai med tickets and breaks with respect to greyhound
raci ng; defining the term"bona fide organi zation that
pronotes or encourages the adoption of greyhounds”;

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Geyhound adoptions. - -

(1) Each dogracing permthol der operating a dogracing

facility in this state shall provide for a greyhound-adopti on

booth to be |l ocated at the facility. The greyhound-adopti on
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boot h nmust be operated on weekends by personnel or vol unteers

froma bona fide organi zation that pronotes or encourages the

adoption of greyhounds pursuant to section 550.1647, Florida

Statutes. As used in this section, the term "weekend" incl udes

the hours during which live greyhound racing is conducted on

Fri day, Saturday, or Sunday. |nformation panphl ets and

application forns shall be provided to the public upon request.

In addition, the kennel operator or owner shall notify the

pernm thol der that a greyhound is available for adoption and the

perm thol der shall provide information concerning the adoption

of a greyhound in each race program and shall|l post adoption

information at conspi cuous | ocations throughout the dogracing

facility. Any greyhound that is participating in a race and that

will be available for future adoption nust be noted in the race

program The perm thol der shall all ow greyhounds to be wal ked

t hrough the track facility to publicize the greyhound-adoption

program
(2) In addition to the charity days authorized under

section 550.0351, Florida Statutes, a greyhound permthol der nmay

fund the greyhound-adopti on program by holding a charity racing

day designated as "G eyhound Adopt-A- Pet Day." Al profits

derived fromthe operation of the charity day nust be pl aced

into a fund used to support activities at the racing facility

whi ch pronpte the adopti on of greyhounds. The divi sion nay adopt

rules for adm nistering the fund. Proceeds fromthe charity day

authorized in this subsection nay not be used as a source of

funds for the purposes set forth in section 550.1647, Florida

St at ut es.
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(3)(a) Upon a violation of this section by a permthol der

or licensee, the division may i npose a penalty as provided in
section 550.0251(10), Florida Statutes, and require the
perm thol der to take corrective action

(b) A penalty inposed under section 550.0251(10), Florida

St atutes, does not exclude a prosecution for cruelty to aninals

or for any other crimnal act.
Section 2. Section 550.1647, Florida Statutes, is anended

to read:

550. 1647 G eyhound perm thol ders; uncl ainmed tickets;
breaks. --Al'l noney or other property represented by any
uncl ai med, uncashed, or abandoned pari-nmutuel ticket which has
remai ned in the custody of or under the control of any
perm t hol der aut horized to conduct greyhound racing pari-nutuel
pools in this state for a period of 1 year after the date the
pari -nmutuel ticket was issued, if the rightful owner or owners
t hereof have made no claimor demand for such noney or ot her
property within that period of time, shall, with respect to live
races conducted by the pernmitholder, be renmtted to the state
pursuant to s. 550.1645; however, such perm thol der shall be
entitled to a credit in each state fiscal year in an anount
equal to the actual anpbunt remtted in the prior state fisca
year which nmay be applied against any taxes inposed pursuant to
this chapter. In addition, each permthol der shall pay, from any
source, including the proceeds from perfornmances conducted
pursuant to s. 550.0351, an anobunt not |ess than 10 percent of
the anount of the credit provided by this section to any bona
fide organi zation that pronotes or encourages the adoption of

greyhounds. As used in this chapter, the term "bona fide
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organi zation that pronotes or encourages the adopti on of

gr eyhounds" neans any organi zati on that provi des evi dence of

conpliance with chapter 496 and possesses a valid exenption from

federal taxation issued by the Internal Revenue Service. Such

bona fide organization, as a condition of adoption, must provide

sterilization of greyhounds by a |icensed veterinarian before

relingqui shing custody of the greyhound to the adopter. The fee

for sterilization may be included in the cost of adoption.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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