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Fl orida Senate - 2004 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 16-A
Bar code 074470
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

WD/ 2R
12/ 16/ 2004 10:22 AM

Senators King, Smith, and Lynn nmoved the foll owi ng amendnent:

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnment)
On page 1, line 25, through

page 3, line 12, delete those lines

and insert:

Section 1. (1) The Legislature finds that the Citrus

Canker Eradication and Tree Conpensation prograns, soybean

crops, fern crops, and the Caribbean Fruit Fly Certification

Program were affected by Hurricanes Charl ey, Frances, Jeanne,

and Ivan and by Tropical Storm Bonnie, which struck the state

during 2004. In order to stop further spread of the citrus

canker di sease and soybean rust, additional work activities

are necessary throughout the citrus and soybean grow ng region

of the state.

(2) The Legislature finds that soybean rust was spread

into Northwest Florida from South America by Hurricane |van,

storns of this strength can spread these fungal spores over

| ong di stances, and soybean rust is one of the npbst serious

di seases affecting soybeans, with control costs estinmted at
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$21 per acre. The Legislature further finds that surveys and

di agnostics are needed in order to determ ne the extent of

this infestation.

(3) The Legislature finds that there is a projected

shortfall of revenues in the Plant Industry Trust Fund for the

pur pose of funding the Caribbean Fruit Fly Certification

Program which allows citrus groves in this state to be

certified as free of the Caribbean fruit fly so that fruit can

be shipped to donestic and foreign markets, such as Japan

China, Europe, California, and Texas. The Legqgislature finds

t hat personnel nust continue to conduct activities needed to

neet the requirenents of the state's trading partners and that

the acres remaining in the certification programare not

concentrated in one area of the state.

Section 2. The Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

Services shall provide a report by February 11, 2005,

describing the progress made to date on the eradication of

citrus canker. The report nust include the nunber of trees

cut, the nunber of trees for which conpensation was paid, the

nunber of Shade Florida vouchers distributed, the anpunt of

state and federal funds spent, and the funding inpacts on the

2005- 2006 fiscal year budget. The report nust be subnmtted to

t he Executive Ofice of the Governor, the President of the

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Section 3. (1) For the 2004-2005 fiscal year only,

7.1 nmillion is appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund and

56 million is appropriated fromthe Contracts and Grants Trust

Fund to the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services in

lunp sumto inplenment activities associated with citrus canker

eradi cation, citrus canker tree conpensation, soybean rust

control, and Caribbean fruit fly certification, which were
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adversely affected by the 2004 hurricanes and tropical storm

(2) 1In planning the expenditure of funds appropri ated,

t he Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services shal

maxi m ze avail able federal funds for citrus canker eradication

and citrus canker tree conpensation

Section 4. (1) For the 2004-2005 fiscal year only,

4.2 mllion is appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund to

the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services in |unp

sumto assist the state's fern industry, which was adversely

affected by the 2004 hurricanes and tropical storm

(2) The Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

Services shall screen applicants and certify an applicant as

qualified for state funding based on the nunber of fern acres

|l ost to production due to the damage to the natural shade oak

hammock.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

On page 1, lines 10-16, delete those lines

and insert:
of such infestation, fern crops, and a
projected shortfall in revenues of the Pl ant
I ndustry Trust Fund; requiring the departnment
to provide a report on citrus canker
eradi cation to the Governor and the

Legi sl ature; providing appropriations;

requiring the departnent to naxim ze avail abl e
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federal funds for certain prograns; requiring
the department to screen certain applicants
based on the nunber of acres lost to

production; requiring
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