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1
2 An act relating to relief for persons whose
3 primary residences were damged by a naned
4 tropical system providing for rei nmbursenent of
5 a portion of the ad valoremtax levied on a
6 house or other residential building if the
7 buil ding is rendered uninhabitable due to a
8 named tropi cal system requiring that
9 application for such reinbursenent be nade with
10 the property appraiser; providing application
11 requi renents; requiring that the property owner
12 provi de docunentation that the property was
13 uni nhabi tabl e; requiring each property
14 apprai ser to determ ne an applicant's
15 entitlenent to reinbursement and the
16 rei mbursenent anount; providing a formula for
17 calculating the rei mbursenent amount; limting
18 t he rei mbursenment anount; requiring property
19 appraisers to submit reinbursenent lists to the
20 Department of Revenue by a specified date
21 requiring the Departnment of Revenue to
22 deternmine the total reinbursenent paynents;
23 provi ding a definition; authorizing an
24 applicant to file a petition with the val ue
25 adj ustment board if the application for
26 rei mbursenent is not fully granted; requiring
27 that the departnment retain funds for the
28 purpose of paying clainms that are subsequently
29 granted by a val ue adjustnment board; providing
30 a penalty for giving false information
31 requiring that undeliverabl e rei nbursenent
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1 checks be forwarded to the certifying property
2 apprai ser; providing appropriations; providing
3 for certifying forward unexpended funds;

4 provi ding for reinbursenent of the state sales
5 tax paid on the purchase of a nmobile hone to

6 repl ace a nmobil e hone that experienced ngjor

7 damage from a nanmed tropical storm requiring
8 that application for such reinbursenent be nade
9 with the property appraiser; providing

10 application requirenments; requiring that the
11 property owner provide docunmentation of danmage
12 to the nmobile hone; requiring each property

13 apprai ser to determ ne an applicant's

14 entitlenent to reinbursement and the

15 rei mbursenent anount; limting the

16 rei mbursenent anount; requiring property

17 appraisers to submit reinbursenent lists to the
18 Department of Revenue by a specified date

19 requiring the Departnment of Revenue to
20 deternmine the total reinbursenent paynents;
21 provi di ng definitions; authorizing an applicant
22 to file a petition with the val ue adj ust nent
23 board if the application for reinbursenent is
24 not fully granted; requiring that the
25 departnment retain funds for the purpose of
26 payi ng clains that are subsequently granted by
27 a val ue adjustnment board; providing a penalty
28 for giving false information; providing an
29 appropriation; providing that the Legislature
30 i ntends for paynents nade under the act to be
31 consi dered di saster relief for purposes of the
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I nternal Revenue Code; providing an effective

dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Reinmbursenent for ad valoremtaxes |evied

on residential property rendered uni nhabitable due to a naned

tropical system --

(1) If a house or other residential building or

structure that has been granted the honestead exenption under

section 196.031, Florida Statutes, is damaged so that it is

rendered uni nhabitable due to a naned tropical system during

2004, the ad valoremtaxes levied for that house or other

residential building for the 2004 tax yvear shall be partially

rei nbursed in the follow ng nmanner

(a) An application nust be filed by the owner, on or

before March 1, 2005, with the property appraiser in the

county where the property is located. Failure to file such

application on or before March 1, 2005, constitutes a waiver

of any claimfor partial reinbursenent under this section. The

application nust be filed in the manner and form prescribed by

the property appraiser

(b) The application, attested to under oath, nust

identify the property rendered uni nhabitable by a named

tropical system the date the dannge occurred, and the nunber

of days the property was uni nhabitable after the danmge

occurred. Docunentation supporting the claimthat the property

was uni nhabi t abl e nust acconpany the application. Such

documentation nmay include, but is not limted to, utility

bills, insurance information, contractors' statenents,
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building pernit applications, or building inspection

certificates of occupancy.

(c) Upon receipt of the application, the property

apprai ser _shall investigate the statements contai ned therein

to deternmine whether the applicant is entitled to a partia

rei nbursenent _under this section. |If the property appraiser

determnes that the applicant is entitled to such

rei nbursenent, the property appraiser shall calculate the

rei nbursenent anmount. The reinbursenent shall be an anmpunt

equal to the total ad valoremtaxes |evied on the honestead

property for the 2004 tax vear, nultiplied by a ratio equal to

the nunmber of days the property was uninhabitable after the

damage occurred in 2004 divided by 366. However, the ampunt of

rei nbursenent nmy not exceed $1,500.

(d) The property appraiser shall conpile a list of

property owners entitled to a partial reinbursenent. The |ist

shall be submtted to the Departnent of Revenue no |l ater than

April 1, 2005, through an el ectronic, web-based application

provi ded by the departnent.

(e) Upon receipt of the reinbursenent lists fromthe

property appraisers, the Department of Revenue shall disburse

rei nbursenent checks fromits Adm nistrative Trust Fund in the

ampunts and to the persons indicated in the reinbursenment

lists received fromthe property appraisers. Before disbursing

any rei nbursenent checks, the Departnent of Revenue shal

determ ne the total of all reinbursenent requests submitted by

the property appraisers. If the total ampunt of rei nbursenent

request ed exceeds the anpunt available for that purpose, the

depart nent shall reduce all reinbursenent checks by a

percentage sufficient to reduce total reinbursenent paynents
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to an ampunt equal to the appropriation, |ess any anpunt

retai ned pursuant to paragraph (2)(c).

(f) As used in this section, the term "uni nhabitable"

neans that a building or structure cannot be used during a

peri od of 60 days or nore for the purpose for which it was

constructed. However, if a property owner is living in an

uni nhabi t abl e structure because alternative living quarters

are unavailable, the owner is eligible for reinbursenent as

provided in this section.

(2)(a) The property appraiser shall notify the

applicant by mail if the property appraiser determnines that

the applicant is not entitled to receive the rei nbursenent

that he or she applied for under this section. Such

notification nust be nmade on or before April 1, 2005. |If an

applicant's application for reinbursenent is not fully

granted, the applicant may file a petition with the val ue

adj ust nent_board for review of that decision. The petition

nmust be filed with the value adjustnment board on or before the

30th day following the nmailing of the notice by the property

apprai ser.
(b) The val ue adjustnent board shall consider these

petitions as expeditiously as possible at the same tine it is

consi dering denials of honestead exenptions pursuant to

sections 194.032 and 196. 151, Florida Statutes.

(c) By May 10, 2005, the property appraiser shal

notify the Departnent of Revenue of the total ampunt of

rei nbursenents denied for which a petition with the val ue

adj ust nent _board has been filed. The Departnent of Revenue

shall retain an ampunt equal to the total anpunt of clains

whi ch had petitions filed with the val ue adjustnent board, or

$1 million, whichever is less. This retai ned anpunt shall be
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used for the purpose of paying those clains that were denied

by the property appraiser but granted by a val ue adj ust nment

board. The Departnent of Revenue shall distribute the

renmai ni ng funds in accordance with the provisions of paragraph

(1)(e) to those property owners whose applications for

rei nbursenent were granted by the property appraiser

(d) The Departnment of Revenue may not pay clains for

rei nbursenent fromthe retained funds until all appeals to the

val ue _adj ustment board have becone final. |If reinbursenents

nade under paragraph (1)(e) were reduced by the Departnent of

Revenue, reinbursenents granted by the val ue adjustnment boards

shal|l be reduced by the sane percentage. |f the total adjusted

rei nbursenents approved by the val ue adjustnent boards exceeds

the anpunt retained by the departnent for paying these

rei nbursenents, the departnent shall further reduce al

rei nbursenent checks by a percentage sufficient to reduce

total reinbursenent paynents to an _anpunt equal to the anmount

retained.

(3) Any person who knowingly and willfully gives false

information for the purpose of claimng reinbursenent under

this section conmmits a m sdeneanor of the first degree,

puni shabl e as provided in section 775.082, Florida Statutes,

or by a fine not exceedi ng $5,000, or both.

Section 2. The Departnent of Revenue shall forward al

undel i verabl e rei nbursenent checks to the certifying property

apprai ser for subsequent delivery attenpts.

Section 3. The sum of $70,000 is appropriated fromthe

Ceneral Revenue Fund to the Adninistrative Trust Fund of the

Departnment of Revenue for the purpose of administering this

act .
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Section 4. Notwi thstanding the provisions of section

216.301, Florida Statutes, to the contrary and in _accordance

with section 216.351, Florida Statutes, the Executive Ofice

of the Governor shall, on July 1, certify forward al

unexpended funds appropriated pursuant to this act.

Section 5. The sumof $20 nmillion is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Administrative Trust Fund of

the Departnent of Revenue for purposes of paying a partia

rei nbursenent of property taxes as provided in this act.

Section 6. Reinmbursenent for sales taxes paid on

mobi | e hones purchased to replace nobile hones danmaged by a

naned tropical system --

(1) 1f a nobile hone is purchased to replace a nobile

honme that experienced nmpjor damage from a naned tropica

system and if the dannged npbile hone was the permanent

residence of a pernmanent resident of this state, the state

sales tax paid on the purchase of the replacenent nobile hone

shall be reinbursed in the follow ng nanner

(a) An application nust be filed on or before May 1,

2005, by the owner with the property appraiser in the county

where the danaged nmobile hone was | ocated. Failure to file

such application on or before May 1, 2005, constitutes a

wai ver of any claimfor reinbursenent under this section. The

application nust be filed in the manner and form prescribed by

the property appraiser

(b) The application, attested to under oath, nust

identify the nobile honme that experienced nmajor danmage froma

naned tropical system and the date the danage occurred

Docunent ati on of nmmj or damage and a copy of the invoice for

the replacenent nobile hone nust acconpany the application

Such docunentation nmay include, but is not limted to,
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insurance information or information fromthe Federa

Emergency Managenent Agency or the Anerican Red Cross

attesting to the maj or damage of the nobile hone.

(c) Upon receipt of the application, the property

apprai ser _shall investigate the statements contai ned therein

to determine whether the applicant is entitled to

rei nbursenent _under this section. |If the property appraiser

determ nes that the applicant is entitled to reinbursenment,

the property appraiser shall calculate the rei nbursenent

ampunt . The reinmbursenment shall be an anmpunt equal to the

state sales tax paid on the purchase price of the replacenent

mobi |l e hone, as determ ned by the tax tables of the Departnment

of Revenue, which anmpunt nmay not exceed $1,500.

(d) The property appraiser shall conpile a list of

mobi | e hone owners entitled to reinbursenent. The |ist shal

be subnmtted to the Departnent of Revenue by June 1, 2005,

through an el ectronic, web-based application provided by the

depart nment.
(e) Upon receipt of the reinbursenent lists fromthe

property appraisers, the Department of Revenue shall disburse

rei nbursenent checks fromits Adm nistrative Trust Fund in the

ampunts and to the persons indicated in the reinbursenment

lists received fromthe property appraisers. Before disbursing

any rei nbursenent checks, the Departnent of Revenue shal

determ ne the total of all reinbursenent requests submitted by

the property appraisers. If the total ampunt of rei nbursenent

request ed exceeds the anpunt available for that purpose, the

depart nent shall reduce all reinbursenent checks by a

percentage sufficient to reduce total reinbursenent paynents

to an ampunt equal to the appropriation, |ess any anpunt

retai ned pursuant to paragraph (2)(c).
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(f) As used in this section, the term

1. "Mpjor damnge" nmeans that a nobile home is nore

than 50-percent destroyed or that a npobile hone cannot be

i nhabi ted and cannot be repaired for less than the ampunt of

its value before the naned tropical system

2. "Mbbile hone" neans a nobile hone as defined in

section 320.01(2)(a)., Florida Statutes, a manufactured hone as
defined in section 320.01(2)(b), Florida Statutes, or a
trailer as defined in section 320.08(10), Florida Statutes.

3. "Permanent residence" and "pernmmnent resident" have

the same neanings as provided in section 196.012, Florida

St at ut es.

(2)(a) The property appraiser shall notify the

applicant by mail if the property appraiser determnines that

the applicant is not entitled to receive the rei nbursenent

that he or she applied for under this section. Such

notification nust be made on or before June 1, 2005. |If an

applicant's application for reinbursenent is not fully

granted, the applicant may file a petition with the val ue

adj ust nent_board for review of that decision. The petition

must be filed with the value adjustnment board on or before the

30th day following the nmailing of the notice by the property

apprai ser.
(b) The val ue adjustnent board shall consider these

petitions as expeditiously as possible at the same tine it is

consi dering denials of honestead exenptions pursuant to

sections 194.032 and 196. 151, Florida Statutes.

(c) By July 10, 2005, the property appraiser shal

notify the Departnent of Revenue of the total ampunt of

rei nbursenents denied for which a petition with the val ue

adj ust nent _board has been filed. The Departnent of Revenue
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shall retain an ampunt equal to the total anpunt of clains

whi ch had petitions filed with the val ue adjustnent board, or

$665, 000, whichever is |less. This retained anpunt shall be

used for the purpose of paying those clainms that were denied

by the property appraiser but granted by a val ue adj ust nment

board. The Departnent of Revenue shall distribute the

renai ni ng funds in accordance with the provisions of paragraph

(1)(e) to those nobile home owners whose applications for

rei nbursenent were granted by the property appraiser

(d) The Department of Revenue may not pay clains for

rei nbursenent fromthe retained funds until all appeals to the

val ue adj ustment board have becone final. |If reinbursenents

nmade under paragraph (1)(e) were reduced by the Departnent of

Revenue, reinbursenents granted by the val ue adjustnent boards

shal|l be reduced by the sane percentage. |f the total adjusted

rei nbursenents approved by the val ue adjustnent boards exceeds

the anpunt retained by the departnent for paying these

rei nbursenents, the departnent shall further reduce al

rei nbursenent checks by a percentage sufficient to reduce

total reinbursenent paynents to an _anpunt equal to the anmount

retained.

(3) Any person who clains reinbursenent under section

1 of this act is not eligible for the reinbursenent provided

by this section.

(4) Any person who knowingly and wilfully gives fal se

information for the purpose of claimng reinbursenent under

this section conmmits a m sdeneanor of the first degree,

puni shabl e as provided in section 775.082, Florida Statutes,

or by a fine not exceedi ng $5,000, or both.

Section 7. The sumof $15 million is appropriated from

the General Revenue fund to the Administrative Trust Fund of
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the Departnent of Revenue for the purposes of paying sales tax

rei nbursenents as provided in this act.

Section 8. It is the intent of the Legislature that

paynents nade to residents under this act shall be considered

di saster-relief assistance within the neaning of section 139

of the Internal Revenue Code.

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.
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