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HB 1069

CHAMBER ACTI ON

The Mlitary & Veteran Affairs Comrittee recomrends the

fol | ow ng:

Council/Comm ttee Substitute

Renmove the entire bill and insert:

ADbill to be entitled
An act relating to the Departnment of Mlitary Affairs
creating s. 250.5206, F.S.; creating the Fam |y Readi
Programw thin the Departnment of MIlitary Affairs to

menbers of the Florida National Guard on active duty;

subj ect to appropriations expressly provided for the
program specifying use of funds; specifying services
whi ch funds may be used; providing programeligibilit
providing for review of requests for assistance under
program providing authority of the Adjutant General

award program funds; providing for nonthly audits of

program providing for annual reports; providing

rul emaki ng authority of the departnent; providing an

ef fecti ve date.
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24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25

26 Section 1. Section 250.5206, Florida Statutes, is created
27| to read:
28 250.5206 Fam |y Readi ness Program -- The Departnent of

29| Mlitary Affairs shall establish a Fanm |y Readi hess Program

30| headed by a programdirector and based on the United States

31| Departnment of Defense National Guard and Reserve Famly
32| Readiness Strategic Plan 2004- 2005 initiative.
33 (1) PURPCSE. --The purpose of the programis to provide

34| need-based assistance to fam|lies of nenbers of the Florida

35| National Guard on active duty serving in the d obal WAr on

36| Terrorismand who are federally deployed or participating in

37| state operations for Honel and Def ense.

38 (2) FUNDING --Inplenentation of the programis subject to

39| appropriations expressly provided for the program Al funding

40| shall be used to purchase needed services and nmay not be used to

41| fund staffing or adm nistrative costs.
42 (3) ELIABLE SERVI CES. -- Program funds nay be used in
43| energency situations to purchase critically needed services,

44| including, but not limted to, reasonable |iving expenses,

45| housi ng, vehicles, equi pment or renovati ons necessary to neet

46| disability needs, and health care.
47 (4) ELIGBILITY.--Eligible recipients shall include
48| persons designated as beneficiaries on the United States

49| Departnent of Defense Form 93 or who are ot herw se dependents of

50| eligible servicenenbers.
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51 (5) REQUESTS FOR ASSI STANCE, REVI EW AWARDS. - - Requests for

52| assistance shall be validated and assessed at the | ocal |evel by

53| a federal Family Center Support Specialist stationed at a state

54| arnory. Recomrendati ons subsequent to assessnent and validati on

55| shall be forwarded to the programdirector who shall reviewthe

56| recomendations for eligibility, appropriateness, and

57| sufficiency of docunmentation. The Adjutant General or his or her

58| designee shall receive the recommendati ons fromthe program

59| director and is authorized to award funds pursuant to
60| subsections (3) and (4).
61 (6) AUDIT.--The inspector general of the departnent shall

62| conduct a nonthly audit review of the program
63 (7) ANNUAL REPCORT.--The departnent shall nmaintain

64| sufficient data to provide an annual report to the Governor and

65| the Legislature on the famlies served under the program the

66| types of services provided, and the allocation of funds spent.
67 (8) RULES.--The departnent is authorized to adopt rul es

68| necessary to inplenent the Fanm |y Readi hess Program i ncl udi ng

69| procedures for applying for assistance, qualifying services, and

70| criteria for eligibility.
71 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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