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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1316

Bar code 900558

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Conmittee on Environnental Preservation (Argenziano)

recommended the foll owi ng anendnent :

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

On page 23, between lines 13 and 14,

i nsert:

Section 12. Subsection (1) of section 253.002, Florida
Statutes, is anmended to read:

253. 002 Departnent of Environnental Protection, water
management districts, and Department of Agriculture and
Consuner Services; duties with respect to state |ands.--

(1) The Departnent of Environmental Protection shal
performall staff duties and functions related to the
acquisition, admnistration, and disposition of state |ands,
title to which is or will be vested in the Board of Trustees
of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund. However, upon the
ef fective date of rules adopted pursuant to s. 373.427, a
wat er managenent district created under s. 373.069 shal
performthe staff duties and functions related to the revi ew
of any application for authorization to use board of
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trust ees- owned subnerged | ands necessary for an activity
regul ated under part 1V of chapter 373 for which the water
managenent district has pernmitting responsibility as set forth
in an operating agreenent adopted pursuant to s. 373.046(4);
anrg—effeetive—Juty—31—2600 the Departnent of Agriculture and
Consumer Services shall performthe staff duties and functions
related to the review of applications and conpliance with
| ease conditions for use of board of trustees-owned subnerged

| ands under authorizations or |eases issued pursuant to ss.

253. 67-253.75 and 597.010. Unl ess expressly prohibited by |aw,
the board of trustees nay del egate to the departnent any
statutory duty or obligation relating to the acquisition,

adm nistration, or disposition of lands, title to which is or
will be vested in the board of trustees. The board of trustees
may al so del egate to any water nanagenent district created
under s. 373.069 the authority to take final agency action

wi t hout any action on behalf of the board, on applications for
aut horization to use board of trustees-owned subnerged | ands
for any activity regulated under part |1V of chapter 373 for
whi ch the water nanagenment district has permitting
responsibility as set forth in an operati ng agreenent adopted
pursuant to s. 373.046(4). This water managenent district
responsi bility under this subsection shall be subject to the
department's general supervisory authority pursuant to s.
373.026(7). The board of trustees nmay al so delegate to the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services the authority
to take final agency action on behalf of the board on
applications to use board of trustees-owned submerged | ands
for any activity for which that department has responsibility
pursuant to ss. 253.67-253.75 and 597.010. However, the board
of trustees shall retain the authority to take final agency
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action on establishing any areas for |easing, new |eases,
expandi ng existing | ease areas, or changing the type of |ease
activity in existing | eases. Upon issuance of an aquacul ture
| ease or other real property transaction relating to
aquacul ture, the Department of Agriculture and Consuner
Services nust send a copy of the document and the acconpanyi ng
survey to the Department of Environnental Protection

Section 13. Section 253.67, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

253.67 Definitions.--As used in ss. 253.67-253.75:

(1) "Aquaculture" neans the cultivation of aquatic and
associ at ed organi sis.

(2) "Aguaculture activity" neans an activity as

determ ned by board rule, which is related to the production

of agquaculture products, including activities related to

harvesting, sorting, grading, holding, storing, and

transporting such products, and activities pertaining to

aquacul ture support docks.

(3) 2 "Board" neans the Board of Trustees of the
I nternal |nprovenent Trust Fund.

(4) 3> "Department" neans the Departnent of
Agricul ture and Consuner Services.

(5) 4 "Water columm" neans the vertical extent of
wat er, including the surface thereof, above a designated area
of submerged bottom | and.

Section 14. Section 253.68, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

253.68 Authority to | ease subnerged | and and water
col um. - -

(1) To the extent that it is not contrary to the
public interest, and subject to limtations contained in ss.
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253. 67-253. 75, the board of trustees nmay |ease or authorize

the use of subnerged lands to which it has title for the
conduct of aquaculture activities and grant exclusive use of
the bottom and the water colum to the extent required by such

activities. Such authorizations or |eases nay permt

atthoer+ze use of the subnerged | and and water columm for
et+ther commerci al or experinmental purposes. However, a
resol uti on of objection adopted by a mpjority of the county
conmi ssion of a county w thin whose boundaries the proposed

| eased area would lie, if the boundaries were extended to the
extent of the interest of the state, may be filed with the
board of trustees within 30 days of the date of the first
publication of notice as required by s. 253.70. Prior to the

granting of any such authorizations or |eases, the board

shall, by rule, establish and publish a—++st—ef guidelines to

be foll owed when consi dering applications for authorizations

or lease. Such guidelines shall be designed to protect the
public's interest in submerged | ands and the publicly owned
wat er col um.

(2)(a) The Legislature finds that the state's ability
to supply fresh seafood and ot her aquacul ture products has
been di m ni shed by a conbi nati on of factors, including a
di m nution of the resources and restrictions on the harvest of
certain marine species. The Legislature declares that it is
in the state's econom ¢, resource enhancenent, and food
production interests to pronote aquacul ture production of food

and nonfood aquatic species by facilitating the review and

approval processes for authorizing the use of teastng

sovereignty subnmerged [ and or the water columm; sinplifying
environnental permtting; supporting educational, research
and denonstration prograns; and assisting certain |loca
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governments to devel op aquaculture as a nmeans to pronote
econom ¢ devel opment. The Legi sl ature decl ares that
aquacul ture shall be recognized as a practicable resource
management alternative to produce marine aquacul ture products,
to protect and conserve natural resources, to reduce
conpetition for natural stocks, and to augment and restore
natural popul ations. Therefore, for the purpose of this
section, the Legislature declares that aquaculture is in the
public interest.

(b) It shall be the policy of the state to foster
aquacul ture devel opment when the aquaculture activity is
consistent with state resource managenent goals, environnmental
protection, proprietary interests, and the state aquacul ture
pl an.

Section 15. Section 253.74, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

253.74 Penalties.--

(1) Any person who conducts aquaculture activities in
excess of those authorized by tease—agreerent—w-th t he board
or who conducts such activities on state-owned submerged | ands

wi t hout havi ng previously obtained board authorization is

teased—the—sane—shat—be guilty of a m sdeneanor and subject
to inprisonnent for not nore than 6 nonths or fine of not nore
than $1,000, or both. 1In addition to such fine and
i mprisonment, all works, inprovenents, animal and plant life
involved in the project, my be forfeited to the state.

(2) Any person who is found by the department to have

vi ol ated the provisions of chapter 403 or chapter 597 is shat

be subject to having his or her |ease of state-owned subnerged
| ands cancel ed.

Section 16. Subsection (1) of section 253.75, Florida
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Statutes, is anended to read
253.75 Studies and recomendati ons by the departnent
and the Fish and WIldlife Conservati on Conmi ssion; designation
of reconmended traditional and other use zones; supervision of
aquacul ture operations. --

(1) Prior to the granting of any authorization tease

under this act, the board shall request comrents by the Fish
and WIldlife Conservation Conm ssion when the application
relates to bottomland covered by fresh or salt water. Such
conmments shall be based on such factors as an assessnent of

t he probable effect of the proposed use tease on the
conservation of fish or wildlife or other programs under the
constitutional or statutory authority of the Fish and Wldlife

Conservati on Conm ssi on.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 3, line 12, after the sem col on

insert:
amending s. 253.002, F.S.; clarifying
provi sions; anending s. 253.67, F.S.; providing
definitions; amending s. 253.68, F.S.
conform ng provisions; amending s. 253.74,
F.S.; conformng provisions; providing a
penalty; anending s. 253.75, F.S.; conformng

provi si ons;
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