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By Senator Saunders

37-59B- 05

1 Senate Resolution No.

2 A resolution recognizing the contributions of

3 Ann O esky to the restoration of Lake Trafford

4 in Collier County, Florida.

5

6 WHEREAS, canpaigns to preserve the vigor and beauty of
7| the state's natural heritage are often inspired and | ed by

8| aware and dedi cated state residents, and

9 WHEREAS, an outstandi ng exanpl e of environnenta

10| activismwas denonstrated through the | eadership of Ann O esky
11| in establishing and sustaining the effort to save Lake

12| Trafford, the largest natural |ake south of Lake Ckeechobee,
13| and

14 VWHEREAS, Lake Trafford sustai ned nassive environmenta
15| damage in 1996 as a result of oxygen-depletion in the |ake
16| caused by al gae bl oonms fromyears of die-off of the exotic
17| hydrilla plant that thrived there, and

18 WHEREAS, 1iving and working on the shore of Lake

19| Trafford, Ann O esky was di smayed by the destruction of the
20| l ake's ecosystem and, with her husband, Edward O esky, at her
21| side, undertook an 8-year grassroots canpaign to save the
22| | ake, and
23 VWHEREAS, faced with nuck-renoval estimates that
24| escalated to $20 mllion, Ann began coordinating | oca
25| fundraising projects in the community of | mopkal ee which
26| raised $32,000 for the | ake's dredging, and
27 WHEREAS, Ann O esky realized that ongoing invol venent
28| by the conmmunity would be inperative to bring the necessary
29| governnmental resources to the cleanup of the | ake, therefore
30| she forned "Friends of Lake Trafford" in order to raise the
31| necessary support in Congress and in state governnent, and
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WHEREAS, Ann O esky's tireless efforts | ed Congress in
1998 to include the lake in an authorization for critica
restoration projects by the U S. Army Corps of Engineers, but
the funding for those projects was depl eted before Lake
Trafford's restoration could be begun, and

WHEREAS, refusing to give up the canpaign to save the
| ake, Ann continued her |obbying efforts to reach out to
officials at every |level of government and ultinmately achieved
the conmitnent of funds needed fromthe state and the South
Fl ori da Water Managenent District, and

WHEREAS, a contract for the dredging of Lake Trafford
was finally signed just 2 days before the unanticipated death
of Ann O esky on June 13, 2004, and

WHEREAS, the loss of this vibrant and outstanding
comunity leader is deeply felt by thousands of Florida
residents and officials who witnessed her inspired efforts to
save Lake Trafford, and

WHEREAS, her comrunity has recogni zed and nenorialized
Ann O esky's service and | eadership by renaming Lake Trafford

Park in I mmkal ee in her nenory, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That this body does pause in its deliberations to pay
its respects to the dedicated efforts and exanple of Ann
O esky in her successful canpaign to restore the environnenta
health of Lake Trafford for present and future generations of
Fl ori dians and to recogni ze the exenplary value of her work to

preserve Florida' s ecosystem
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