F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1455 2005

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to driver responsibility; creating s.

3 322.75, F.S.; providing a popul ar nane; creating s.

4 322.751, F.S.; directing the Department of H ghway Safety
5 and Motor Vehicles to assess specified annual surcharges

6 agai nst a notor vehicle |icensee who accunul ates seven or
7 nore points against his or her license within the previous
8 36 nonths; requiring the departnment to notify a |licensee

9 by first-class nmail upon receipt of four points against
10 his or her license; creating s. 322.7513, F.S.; directing
11 the departnent to assess specified annual surcharges
12 agai nst notor vehicle |icensees who have a fi nal
13 conviction within the previous 36 nonths for specified
14 of fenses relating to driving wwthout a license or with an
15 expired license and driving without required insurance or
16 security; creating s. 322.7515, F.S.; directing the
17 departnent to assess specified annual surcharges agai nst
18 not or vehicle |licensees who have a final conviction within
19 the previous 36 nonths for a DU offense; creating s.
20 322.7525, F.S.; requiring the departnment to notify
21 | icensees of the surcharges and the tine period in which
22 to pay the surcharges; providing for suspension of |icense
23 for failure to pay; creating s. 322.753, F.S.; requiring
24 t he departnent to accept installnment paynents for the
25 surcharges; providing sanctions for a licensee's failure
26 to pay an installnent; authorizing the departnent to
27 permt |licensees to pay assessed surcharges with credit
28 cards; requiring the departnent to suspend a driver's

Page 1of 7

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1455-00



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1455 2005
29 license if the |icensee does not pay the surcharge or
30 arrange for installnent paynents within a specified tinme
31 after the notice of surcharge is sent; creating s
32 322.7535, F.S.; authorizing the departnent to contract
33 with a public or private vendor to collect specified
34 annual surcharges; creating s. 322.754, F.S.; providing
35 for distribution of surcharges collected by the
36 departnent; anending s. 318.18, F.S.; revising fine and
37 i cense suspension period for violation of specified
38 provi sions requiring | oads on vehicles be prevented from
39 escapi ng; anending s. 318.21, F. S.; providing for
40 di stribution of said fines; providing an effective date.

41
42| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
43

44 Section 1. Section 322.75, Florida Statutes, is created to
45| read:

46 322.75 Popul ar nane. --Sections 322. 75-322. 754 nmay be cited
47| as the "Florida Driver Responsibility Law "

48 Section 2. Section 322.751, Florida Statutes, is created
49| to read:

50 322. 751 Annual surcharge for points.--

51 (1) Each year, the departnent shall assess a surcharge on

52| each person who has accunul ated seven or nore points against his

53| or her driver's license during the preceding 36-nonth peri od.

54 (2) The anpunt of a surcharge under this section is $100

55| for the first seven points and $25 for each additional point.

56 (3) The departnent shall notify the holder of a driver's
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57| license of the assignnment of a fourth point on that |icense by

58| first-class mail sent to the person's nost recent address as

59| shown on the records of the departnent.

60 (4) This section does not apply to a conviction that

61| becones final before July 1, 2005.

62 Section 3. Section 322.7513, Florida Statutes, is created
63| to read:

64 322. 7513 Surcharge for conviction of driving without a

65| license or without financial responsibility.--

66 (1) Each year, the departnent shall assess a surcharge on

67| each person who has a final conviction during the precedi ng 36-

68| nonth period for an offense relating to s. 322.03, s. 322. 065,
69| s. 324.021, or s. 627.733.
70 (2) The amount of a surcharge under this section is $250

71 er ear.

72 (3) This section does not apply to a conviction that

73| becones final before July 1, 2005.

74 Section 4. Section 322.7515, Florida Statutes, is created
75| to read:

76 322. 7515 Surcharge for conviction of driving under the

77| influence.--

78 (1) Each year, the departnent shall assess a surcharge on

79| each person who has a final conviction during the precedi hg 36-

80| nonth period for an offense relating to s. 316. 193.

81 (2) The anpunt of a surcharge under this section is $1,000

82| per year, except that the anbunt of the surcharge is:

83 (a) One thousand five hundred dollars per year for a

84| second or subseguent conviction within a 36-nonth period; and
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85 (b) Two thousand dollars for a first or subsequent

86| conviction if the bl ood-al cohol Ievel of the person was 0.20 or

87| higher at the tine the anal ysis was perforned.

88 (3) A surcharge under this section for the sanme conviction

89| mamy not be assessed in nore than 3 years.

90 (4) This section does not apply to a conviction that

91| becones final before July 1, 2005.

92 Section 5. Section 322.7525, Florida Statutes, is created
93| to read:

94 322. 7525 Notice of surcharge. --

95 (1) The departnent shall notify the holder of a driver's
96| license of the assessnent of a surcharge on that |icense by

97| first-class mail sent to the person's nbst recent address as

98| shown on the records of the departnent. The notice nust specify

99| the date by which the surcharge nust be paid and state the

100 consequences of a failure to pay the surcharge.
101 (2) If, before the 30th day after the date the departnent

102| sends a notice under the Florida Driver Responsibility Law, the

103| person fails to pay the anmount of a surcharge on the person's

104| license or fails to enter into an install nent paynent agreenent

105 with the departnent, the |license of the person is autonatically

106| suspended.

107 (3) A license suspended under this section renains

108| suspended until the person pays the anbunt of the surcharge and

109 any rel ated costs.

110 Section 6. Section 322.753, Florida Statutes, is created
111| to read:
112 322.753 Install nment paynent of surcharges. --
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113 (1) The departnent shall by rule provide for the paynent
114| of a surcharge in installnents.
115 (2) A rule under this section:
116 (a) My not permt a person to pay a surcharge:
117 1. O less than $2,300 over a period of nore than 12

118 consecuti ve nonths; or

119 2. O $2,300 or nore over a period of nore than 24

120| consecutive nonths.

121 (b) May provide that if the person fails to nake a

122| required install nment paynent, the departnent may decl are the

123| ampunt of the unpaid surcharge i nmmedi ately due and payabl e.

124 (3) The departnent nmay by rul e authorize the paynent of a

125| surcharge by use of a credit card. The rules shall require the

126| person to pay all costs incurred by the departnent in connection

127 with the acceptance of the credit card.

128 (4) |If a person pays a surcharge or related cost by credit

129 card and the anpbunt is subsequently reversed by the i ssuer of

130 the credit card, the |license of that person is autonatically

131| suspended.

132 (5) A license suspended under this section renains

133| suspended until the person pays the anmount of the surcharge and

134| any related costs.

135 Section 7. Section 322.7535, Florida Statutes, is created
136| to read:
137 322. 7535 Contracts for collection of surcharges.--The

138| departnent nay contract with a public or private vendor to

139| collect surcharges receivable under this chapter.
140 Section 8. Section 322.754, Florida Statutes, is created
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141| to read:
142 322.754 Remttance of surcharges coll ected.--All noneys

143| derived fromthe surcharge coll ected by the departnment under the

144| Florida Driver Responsibility Law shall be deposited into the

145| Departnent of Health Administrative Trust Fund to provide

146| financial support to certified trauna centers to assure the

147| availability and accessibility of trauna services throughout the

148| state. Funds deposited into the Administrative Trust Fund under

149| this section shall be allocated as foll ows:

150 (1) Fifty percent shall be allocated equally anong al

151| Level I, Level Il, and pediatric trauma centers in recognition

152| of readiness costs for nmaintaining traum services.

153 (2) Fifty percent shall be allocated anbng Level |, Leve

154 11, and pediatric trauma centers based on each center's relative

155 volune of traunma cases as reported in the Departnment of Health

156 Trauna Regi stry.
157 Section 9. Subsection (12) of section 318.18, Florida

158| Statutes, is anended to read:

159 318.18 Anmount of civil penalties.--The penalties required
160| for a noncrimnal disposition pursuant to s. 318.14 are as
161| follows:

162 (12) Two ©ne hundred dollars for a violation of s.
163| 316.520(1) or (2). If, at a hearing, the alleged offender is
164| found to have conmtted this offense, the court shall inpose a

165 minimumcivil penalty of $200 $100. For a second or subsequent
166| adjudication within a period of 5 years, the departnent shall

167| suspend the driver's license of the person for not less than 1

168| year 180-days and not nore than 2 years i—year
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169 Section 10. Subsection (13) is added to section 318. 21,
170| Florida Statutes, to read:
171 318.21 Disposition of civil penalties by county

172| courts.--Al civil penalties received by a county court pursuant
173| to the provisions of this chapter shall be distributed and paid
174 nrnonthly as follows:

175 (13) Fines assessed under s. 318.18(12) for violation of
176 316.520(1) or (2) relating to | oads on vehicles nust be renmtted
177 to the Departnent of Revenue for deposit into the Departnent of

178 Heal th Adm nistrative Trust Fund to be all ocated as foll ows:

179 (a) Fifty percent shall be allocated equally anpng all

180 Level I, Level 11, and pediatric trauna centers in recognition

181| of readiness costs for nmamintaining traum services.

182 (b) Fifty percent shall be allocated anbng Level |, Level

183| 11, and pediatric trauma centers based on each center's relative

184| volune of trauna cases as reported in the Departnment of Health

185| Trauma Registry.
186 Section 11. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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