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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/SB 152
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative Bullard offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title anmendnent)

Renove everything after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 61.14, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

61. 14 Enforcenent and nodification of support,
mai nt enance, or alinony agreenents or orders. --

(1)(a) Wien the parties enter into an agreenent for
paynments for, or instead of, support, maintenance, or alinony,
whet her in connection with a proceeding for dissolution or
separate mai ntenance or with any voluntary property settl enent,
or when a party is required by court order to nmake any paynents,
and the circunstances or the financial ability of either party

changes or the child who is a beneficiary of an agreenment or
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court order as described herein reaches najority after the
execution of the agreenent or the rendition of the order, either
party may apply to the circuit court of the circuit in which the
parties, or either of them resided at the date of the execution
of the agreenent or reside at the date of the application, or in
whi ch the agreenment was executed or in which the order was
rendered, for an order decreasing or increasing the anount of
support, mai ntenance, or alinony, and the court has jurisdiction
to make orders as equity requires, with due regard to the
changed circunstances or the financial ability of the parties or
the child, decreasing, increasing, or confirmng the anmount of
separate support, naintenance, or alinony provided for in the
agreenment or order. A finding that nedical insurance is
reasonably available or the child support guidelines in s. 61.30
may constitute changed circunstances. Except as ot herw se
provided in s. 61.30(11)(c), the court nmay nodify an order of
support, maintenance, or alinony by increasing or decreasing the
support, maintenance, or alinony retroactively to the date of
the filing of the action or supplenental action for nodification
as equity requires, giving due regard to the changed
ci rcunstances or the financial ability of the parties or the
chi | d.

(b)1. The court may reduce or ternm nate an award of

al i rony upon specific witten findings by the court that since

the granting of a divorce and the award of alinony a supportive

rel ati onship has exi sted between the obligee and a person with

whom the obligee resides. On the issue of whether alinony shoul d
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be reduced or term nated under this paragraph, the burden is on

the obligor to prove by a preponderance of the evidence that a

supportive rel ationshi p exists.

2. |In determ ning whether an existing award of ali nony

shoul d be reduced or term nated because of an all eged supportive

rel ationship between an obligee and a person who i s not rel ated

by consanguinity or affinity and with whom the obligee resides,

the court shall elicit the nature and extent of the relationship

in question. The court shall give consideration, wthout

limtation, to circunstances, including, but not limted to, the

following, in deternmning the relationship of an obligee to

anot her person:

a. The extent to which the obligee and the other person

have hel d thenmsel ves out as a narried couple by engaging in

conduct such as using the sane [ ast nane, using a comon nailing

address, referring to each other in terns such as "ny husband"

or "ny wwfe," or otherwi se conducting thenselves in a nanner

t hat evidences a permanent supportive relationship.

b. The period of tine that the obligee has resided wth

the other person in a permanent place of abode.

c. The extent to which the obligee and the other person

have pooled their assets or incone or otherw se exhibited

financi al interdependence.

d. The extent to which the obligee or the other person has

supported the other, in whole or in part.

e. The extent to which the obligee or the other person has

perforned val uabl e services for the other.
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f. The extent to which the obligee or the other person has

perfornmed val uabl e services for the other's conpany or enpl oyer

g. Wether the obligee and the other person have worked

together to create or enhance anythi ng of val ue.

h. Wether the obligee and the other person have jointly

contributed to the purchase of any real or personal property.

i. Evidence in support of a claimthat the obligee and the

ot her person have an express agreenent regardi ng property

shari ng or support.

|. Evidence in support of a claimthat the obligee and the

ot her person have an inplied agreenent regardi ng property

shari ng or support.

k. Wether the obligee and the ot her person have provided

support to the children of one another, regardl ess of any | egal

duty to do so.

3. This paragraph does not abrogate the requirenment that

every marriage in this state be solemized under a |license, does

not recogni ze a common |law marriage as valid, and does not

recogni ze a de facto nmarriage. This paragraph recogni zes only

that relationships do exist that provide econom c support

equi valent to a marriage and that alinony terninable on

remarriage nay be reduced or term nated upon the establishnent

of equivalent equitable circunstances as described in this

par agraph. The exi stence of a conjugal relationship, though it

may be relevant to the nature and extent of the relationship, is

not necessary for the application of the provisions of this

par agr aph.
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(c)fb)y For each support order reviewed by the departnent
as required by s. 409.2564(12), if the anount of the child
support award under the order differs by at |east 10 percent but
not |less than $25 fromthe anount that would be awarded under s.
61. 30, the departnent shall seek to have the order nodified and
any nodification shall be made w thout a requirenent for proof
or show ng of a change in circunstances.

(d)e)» The departnent shall have authority to adopt rules
to inplenment this section.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.

s================ T | TLE AMENDMENT =================

Renove the entire title and insert:
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to alinony; anmending s. 61.14, F.S.;
aut horizing a court to reduce or termnate an award of
alinmony if there is proof by a preponderance of the
evi dence that the obligee is in a supportive relationship
w th anot her person not related by consanguinity or
affinity; prescribing factors to be considered by the
court; providing construction; providing an effective

dat e.
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