F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1565 2005

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to |l ocal governnent advanced |ife support
3 and energency nedi cal services; creating s. 401.49, F. S.;
4 requiring the board of county comm ssioners to issue a

5 certificate of public convenience and necessity to any

6 muni cipality that applies for such a certificate to

7 provi de advanced |ife support transport or nontransport

8 energency nedical services within its geographic limts or
9 outside its geographic Iimts by nutual agreenent with the
10 governi ng body of the jurisdiction served; providing that
11 any nmunicipality issued an advanced |life support |icense,
12 ei ther transport or nontransport, by the Departnent of
13 Heal th, has the authority to fix a schedule of rates for
14 such services; authorizing the tax collector of a county
15 to collect energency nedical service fees adopted by the
16 muni ci pality or county; defining terns; specifying that
17 the section supersedes the provisions of any special act;
18 prohi biting the governing body of any county from |l evying,
19 collecting, or enforcing the collection of special
20 assessnents on property for energency nedical services;
21 requiring a county governing body to rebate to taxpayers
22 such special assessnents already collected; requiring a
23 county governing body to naintain a certain |evel of
24 enmergency mnedi cal services under certain circunstances;
25 prohibiting a county governing body from bringi ng any
26 action to collect or enforce paynents of such speci al
27 assessnments; requiring a county governing body to w thdraw
28 any such pendi ng actions; providing for retroactive

Page 1 of 5

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1565-00



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1565 2005

29 operation; providing severability; providing an effective
30 dat e.

31
32| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
33

34 Section 1. Section 401.49, Florida Statutes, is created to
35| read:
36 401.49 Certificate of public conveni ence and necessity;

37| advanced life support energency nedi cal services |license.--

38 (1) The board of county comm ssioners of any county, in

39| exercising the authority del egated under s. 401.25(2)(d) and

40| (6), and for the purpose of pronoting the health, safety, and

41| general welfare of the citizens of the county, shall issue a

42| certificate of public conveni ence and necessity to any

43| nunicipality that applies for such a certificate and neets the

44| requirenents of this chapter for a license to provi de advanced

45| life support transport or nontransport energency nedical

46| services within its geographic limts or outside its geographic

47 limts by nmutual agreenent with the governi ng body of the

48| jurisdiction served. The certificate shall be issued within 7

49| cal endar days after the county's recei pt of an application for a

50| certificate of public convenience and necessity.

51 (2) Any municipality within a county issued an advanced

52| life support license, either transport or nontransport, by the

53| Departnent of Health shall have the authority to fix a schedule

54| of rates for such services. The tax collector of the county may

55| collect any energency nedi cal services fee adopted by a

56| nunicipality, and such fee shall be collected by using the
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57| nethodol ogy set forth in ss. 197.3632 and 197. 3635. Any
58| energency nedical services fee |levied pursuant to this section

59| shall not beconme a |ien agai nst honestead property.

60 (3) If the county elects to operate and mai ntain any

61| exclusive county energency nedical services within any or al

62| parts of the unincorporated areas of the county, the county nay

63| fix a schedule of rates for such services. The tax collector of

64| the county may coll ect any energency nedi cal services fee

65| adopted by the board of county comm ssioners, and such fee shall

66| be collected by using the nethodol ogy set forth in ss. 197. 3632

67| and 197.3635. Any energency nedi cal services fee | evied pursuant

68| to this section shall not becone a |ien agai nst honestead

69| property.
70 (4) The terns "advanced |life support" and "energency

71| nedical services," as used in this section, shall be construed

72| to have the sane neaning as those terns are defined in ss.

73| 401.107(3) and 401.23(1) and (2).

74 (5) This section is supplenental to s. 401.25(2)(d) and
75| (6). Insofar as the provisions of this section are inconsistent
76| with the provisions of s. 401.25(2)(d) and (6), the provisions

77| of this section shall control

78 (6) This section supersedes the provisions of any speci al

79| act relating to nedical transport enacted before July 1, 2005,

80| wunless reenacted by the Legi sl ature.

81 Section 2. (1) Consistent with the hol dings of the Fourth

82| District Court of Appeals in SMM Properties, Inc., v. City of

83| North Lauderdale, 760 So.2d 998, affirned by the Florida Suprene

84| Court in City of North Lauderdale v. SMM Properties, Inc., 825
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85| So.2d 343, the governing body of a county may not |evy, collect,

86| or enforce the collection of any special assessnents on property

87| for energency nedi cal services.

88 (2) Any governing body of a county which | evies and

89| collects or has |levied and coll ected a special assessnent for

90| energency nedi cal services shall rebate to each individua

91| taxpayer of such county that was assessed a special assessnent

92| for energency nedical services all such special assessnents

93| collected fromsuch taxpayer. The rebates provided for in this

94| subsection shall be nade pursuant to a rebate program devel oped

95| by the governing body of the county for such purposes.

96 (3) The governing body of any county that |evied and

97| collected special assessnents for energency nedi cal services

98| prior to the decision by the Florida Suprene Court in Cty of
99| North Lauderdale v. SMM Properties, Inc., 825 So.2d 343,

100 affirmng the holding of the Fourth District Court of Appeal in
101| SMM Properties, Inc., v. Gty of North Lauderdale, 760 So.2d

102 998, that special assessnents on property inposed by the county

103| for energency nedical services were not valid, shall maintain

104| the sane | evel of energency nedi cal services provided before

105| such deci si on.

106 (4) The governing body of a county that has |evied or

107| collected special assessnments for energency nedi cal services nay

108 not bring any action to collect or enforce paynents of the

109| special assessnents on property for energency nedi cal services

110 and shall w thdraw any such actions pending on the effective

111| date of this act.

112 (5) This section operates retroactively to August 1, 2002.
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113 Section 3. |If any provision of this act or its application
114| to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity
115| does not affect other provisions or applications of this act
116 which can be given effect without the invalid provision or
117| application, and to this end the provisions of this act are
118| severable.
119 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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