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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 1589 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representati ve(s) Gannon offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title anmendnent)

Renove line(s) 167-178 and insert:

Section 1. Subsections (1), (2), and (11) of section
97.012, Florida Statutes, are anended, and subsection (14) is
added to said section, to read:

97.012 Secretary of State as chief election officer.--The
Secretary of State is the chief election officer of the state,
and it is his or her responsibility to:

(1) Ootain and maintain uniformty in the apptiecation-
operation—and interpretation and i npl enentation of the el ection
laws. In order to obtain and maintain uniformty in the

interpretation and i npl enrentation of the el ections |aws, the
Departnent of State may, pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120. 54,
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adopt by rule uniform standards for the proper and equitabl e

interpretation and i nplenentation of the requirenents of
chapters 97 through 102 and 105 of the El ecti on Code.

(2) Provide uniformstandards for the proper and equitable

i npl enmentation of the registration laws by admnistrative rule
of the Departnent of State adopted pursuant to ss. 120.536(1)
and 120. 54.

(11) Create and adm ni ster painptaln a statew de voter

registration systemas required by the Help Anerica Vote Act of

2002 database. The secretary nay del egate voter registration

duties and records mai ntenance activities to voter registration

officials. Any responsibilities del egated by the secretary shal

be perfornmed in accordance with state and federal |aw.

(14) Bring and namintain such actions at law or in equity

by mandanus or injunction to enforce the perfornmance of any

duties of a county supervisor of elections or any officia

performng duties with respect to chapters 97 through 102 and

105 or to enforce conpliance with a rule of the Departnent of

State adopted to interpret or inplenent any of those chapters.

(a) Venue for such actions shall be in the Grcuit Court

of Leon County.

(b) When the secretary files an action under this section

and not nore than 60 days renmin before an el ection as defi ned

ins. 97.121, or during the tine period after the el ection and

before certification of the election pursuant to s. 102.112 or

s. 102.121, the court, including an appellate court, shall set

146545

4/ 19/ 2005 1:55:55 PM
Page 2 of 3




42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 1589 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)

an i nmedi ate hearing, giving the case priority over other

pendi ng cases.

(c) Prior to filing an action to enforce performance of

the duties of the supervisor of elections or any offici al

described in this subsection, the secretary or his or her

desi gnee first nust confer, or nust make a good-faith attenpt to

confer, with the supervisor of elections or the official to

ensure conpliance with chapters 97 through 102 and 105 or the

rules of the Departnent of State adopted under any of those

chapters.

z=============== T | TLE AMENDMENT =============
Renmove |ine(s) 6-9 and insert:
An act relating to elections; anmending s. 97.012, F. S.;
revising the duties of the Secretary of State and the
Departnent of State relating to election |aws; providing
for rul emaking; authorizing the Secretary of State to
del egate voter registration and records nai ntenance duties
to voter registration officials; providing that the
secretary has a duty to bring legal action to enforce the
performance of county supervisors of elections or other
officials performng duties relating to the El ection Code;
providing a prerequisite to bringing such an action;
provi ding venue; requiring that courts give priority to
such an action; providing penalties; providing for the

adoption of rules; anmending s. 97.021, F.S.; revising
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