Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for SB 1592

By the Committee on Comunity Affairs; and Senators

Hari dopol os, Pruitt, Villal obos, Baker, Fasano, Atwater
Bennett, Clary, Saunders, Lynn, Sebesta, Jones, W se,

Al exander, Webster, King, Posey, Peaden, Constantine, Diaz de
la Portilla, Argenziano and Cri st

578-1776- 05

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Departnent of Mlitary

3 Affairs; amending s. 250.01, F.S.; defining the
4 term "servi cemenbers' group life insurance"

5 creating s. 250.342, F.S.; requiring the

6 departnment to provide |ife insurance for

7 menbers of the Florida National Guard, subject
8 to appropriation; requiring a report; creating
9 s. 250.5206, F.S.; requiring the Departnent of
10 Mlitary Affairs to establish the Fanily

11 Readi ness Program stating that the purpose of
12 the programis to provide need-based assistance
13 to famlies of specified menbers of the Florida
14 Nati onal Guard who are on active duty;

15 provi ding that inplenmentation of the programis
16 subj ect to appropriations expressly provided

17 for the program specifying uses of the funds;
18 speci fying services for which the funds may be
19 used; providing criteria for program
20 eligibility; providing for a review of requests
21 for assistance under the program creating a
22 Fam |y Readi ness Advi sory Board; providing for
23 menber ship of the board; providing that the
24 Adj ut ant Ceneral or the Adjutant General's
25 desi gnee has the authority to di sburse program
26 funds; providing for periodic audits of the
27 program requiring the departnment to provide an
28 annual report to the Governor and the
29 Legi sl ature; authorizing the departnment to
30 adopt rules; providing an effective date
31
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1| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

2

3 Section 1. Present subsections (20), (21), (22), and
41 (23) of section 250.01, Florida Statutes, are renumnmbered as
5| subsections (21), (22), (23), and (24), respectively, and a
6| new subsection (20) is added to that section, to read:

7 250.01 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the

8| term

9 (20) "Servicenmenbers' group life insurance" nmeans the
10| Life insurance purchased by the Federal Government from a

11| comrercial life insurance conpany which is currently available
12| to all menbers of the uniforned services, including nenbers of
13| the Florida Air National Guard and the Florida Arny Nationa
14| Guard.

15 Section 2. Section 250.342, Florida Statutes, is

16| created to read:

17 250.342 Life insurance benefits.--

18 (1) The Departnment of Mlitary Affairs shall provide
19| Life insurance on the life of every eligible nenber of the
20| Elorida National Guard. Life insurance coverage under this
21| section shall be provided through the Service Menbers G oup
22| Life Insurance Program or another life insurance program

23| deterni ned by the Adjutant General

24 (2) Subject to a specific appropriation, the

25| Department of Mlitary Affairs is responsible for paying any
26| premiuns for life insurance coverage provided under this

27| section.

28 (3) The life insurance benefits provided under this
29| section are supplenmental to any other benefits provided to a
30| nenmber of the Florida National Guard.
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(4) The Department of Mlitary Affairs shall report to

the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of

the House of Representatives the nunber of |ife insurance

policies provided and the anmpunt of prem uns paid under this

section.
Section 3. Section 250.5206, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

250. 5206  Fam |y Readi ness Program --The Departnent of

Mlitary Affairs shall establish a state Fami|ly Readi ness

Program headed by a program director and based on the United

States Departnent of Defense's National Guard and Reserve

Fami |y Readi ness Strategic Plan 2004-2005 initiative.
(1) PROGRAM PURPGCSE. - - The purpose of the program shal

be to provide need-based assistance to families of nenbers of

the Florida National Guard who are on active duty serving in

the gl obal war on terrorismand who are federally deployed or

participating in state operations for honel and defense.

(2) FUNDING. --1nplenentation of the programis subject

to appropriations expressly provided for the program Al

fundi ng nust be used to purchase needed services and nmay not

be used to fund staffing or adm nistrative costs.

(3) ELIGBLE SERVICES. --Program funds may be used in

energency situations to purchase critically needed services,

including, but not linmted to, reasonable |iving expenses,

housi ng, vehicles, equipnment or renovations necessary to neet

disability needs, and health care requirenents.

(4 ELIGBILITY.--Eligible recipients include persons

who are designated as beneficiaries on the United States

Departnent of Defense Form 93 or who are otherw se dependents

of eligible servicenenbers.
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(5) REQUESTS FOR ASSI STANCE: REVI EW AWARDS. - - Request s

for assistance nust be validated and assessed at the | oca

level by a federal Family Center Support Specialist stationed

at a state arnory. Recommendati ons subsequent to assessnent

and validation nust be forwarded to the programdirector, who

shall review the recommendations for eligibility,

appropri ateness, and sufficiency of docunentation. The

Adj ut ant _General or his or her designee shall receive the

recommendations fromthe programdirector and is authorized to

award funds pursuant to subsections (3) and (4).

(6) AUDITS. --The inspector general of the departnment

shall conduct a nonthly audit review of the program

(7)  ANNUAL REPORT. --The departnent shall mmintain

sufficient data to provide an _annual report to the Governor

and the Legislature on the famlies served under the program

the types of services provided, and the allocation of funds

spent.
(8) RULES. --The departnent nmay adopt rul es necessary

to administer this program including procedures for applying

for assistance, rules relating to qualifying services, and

criteria for eligibility.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1592

The CS establishes the state Fam |y Readi ness Programto
provi de need-based financial assistance to fam lies of Florida
Nat i onal Guard menbers who are on active duty. Program funds
may be used in energency situations to purchase
critically-needed services, including reasonable |iving
expenses, housing, vehicles, equi pnent or renovations
necessary to neet disability needs, and health care

requi renments. The CS provides for programeligibility, review
of requests for assistance, and reporting requirenent.
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