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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. SB 1684
Bar code 154832

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Conmittee on Conmerce and Consuner Services (King)

recommended the foll owi ng anendnent :

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:

Section 1. The State Technology Ofice shall provide a

banner on the official Internet website of the state which is

hyperlinked to a website of the Departnment of Agriculture and

Consuner_Servi ces whi ch

(1) Aggregates a wide variety of consuner-protection

i nformati on and resources avail able from state agenci es;

(2) Features useful tools to help consuners identify

whi ch agenci es have jurisdiction over specific subjects; and

(3) Includes alerts for consuners on known fraudul ent

practices.
Section 2. The State Technology Ofice shall provide a

banner on the official Internet website of the state which is

hyperlinked to a website of the Florida 211 Network which

(1) Profiles the information and referral system known
1
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as the Florida 211 Network; and

(2) Lists areas within the state where the network is

avai l abl e and the respective tel ephone nunbers to access

nenbers of the Florida 211 network.

Section 3. Subsections (3), (6), and (7) of section
570.544, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

570.544 Division of Consumer Services; director
powers; processing of conplaints; records.--

(3) In addition to the powers, duties, and
responsibilities authorized by this or any other chapter, the
Di vi si on of Consuner Services shall serve as the state &
cl eari nghouse for matters relating to consuner protection
consuner information, and consuner services generally. It
shal | receive conplaints and grievances from consunmers and
pronptly transmt themto that agency nost directly concerned
in order that the conplaint or grievance may be expeditiously
handl ed in the best interests of the conplaining consuner. If
no agency exists, the Division of Consuner Services shall seek
a settlenent of the conplaint using formal or informal nethods
of medi ation and conciliation and may seek any ot her
resolution of the natter in accordance with its jurisdiction

(6) &)y The office or agency to which a conplaint has
been referred shall within 30 days acknow edge recei pt of the
conpl ai nt antd—+eport—en—the—disposttion—trade—of—the—econptaint—
H—the—event—a—conrptatrt—has—rnot—been—di-sposed—of—w-thn—36
tays—the—recetving—ofHece—or—agenrey—shat—Hteprogress
reports—w-th—the—bv-ston—of—Consurrer—Servees—ho—+ess
freguentty—than—30—days—unti+—Hnal—di-spesttion—

e I I . et :

e Con:
' i el et I . I
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tby |If an office or agency receiving a conplaint

determ nes that the matter presents a prinma facie case for
crimnal prosecution or if the conplaint cannot be settled at
the adm nistrative |level, the conplaint together with al
supporting evidence shall be transmitted to the Departnent of
Legal Affairs or other appropriate enforcenent agency with a
recomendation for civil or crinmnal action warranted by the
evi dence.

Section 4. Subsection (4) of section 496.405, Florida
Statutes, is anmended to read:

496. 405 Registration statenents by charitable
organi zati ons and sponsors. - -

(4)(a) Every charitable organization, sponsor, or
parent organization filing on behalf of one or nore chapters,
branches, or affiliates that is required to register under
this section rmust pay a single registration fee. A parent
organi zation filing on behal f of one or nore chapters,
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branches, or affiliates shall total all contributions received
by the chapters, branches, or affiliates included in the
registration statenent to determi ne registration fees. Fees
shal | be assessed as foll ows:

1.a. Twelve Fer dollars and fifty cents, if the

contributions received for the last fiscal or cal endar year
were | ess than $5,000; or

b. Twelve Fern dollars and fifty cents, if the

contributions actually raised or received fromthe public
during the inmediately preceding fiscal year by such
organi zation or sponsor are no nore than $25, 000 and the
fundraising activities of such organization or sponsor are
carried on by volunteers, nmenbers, officers, or pernmanent
enpl oyees, who are not conpensated, primarily to solicit such
contributions, provided no part of the assets or inconme of
such organi zation or sponsor inures to the benefit of or is
paid to any officer or nenmber of such organization or sponsor
or to any professional fundraising consultant, professiona
solicitor, or commercial co-venturer

2. N nety-three Seventy—five dollars and seventy-five

cents, if the contributions received for the last fiscal year

were $5,000 or npore, but |ess than $100, 000;
3. One hundred fifty-six twenty—fve dollars and

twenty-five cents, if the contributions received for the | ast

fiscal year were $100,000 or nore, but |ess than $200, 000;

4. Two hundred fifty dollars, if the contributions
received for the last fiscal year were $200,000 or nore, but
| ess than $500, 000;

5. Three hundred seventy-five dollars, if the
contributions received for the last fiscal year were $500, 000
or nore, but less than $1 nmillion
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6. Four Fh+ree hundred thirty-seven -+ dollars and

fifty cents, if the contributions received for the last fisca
year were $1 nmillion or nore, but |less than $10 mllion

7. Five fFoeu+ hundred dollars, if the contributions
received for the last fiscal year were $10 million or nore.

(b) A charitable organization or sponsor which fails
to file a registration statement by the due date may be
assessed an additional fee for such late filing. The late
filing fee shall be $25 for each nmonth or part of a nonth
after the date on which the annual renewal statement and
financial report were due to be filed with the departnent.

(c) Al registration fees nmust be paid to the
departrment and deposited into the General |nspection Trust
Fund.

Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 501.015, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

501. 015 Health studios; registration requirenments and
fees.--Each health studio shall

(2) Remit an annual registration fee of $350$366 to
the departnment at the tine of registration for each of the
heal th studi o's business |ocations.

Section 6. Subsection (5) of section 559.904, Florida

Statutes, is repealed.

Section 7. Subsection (3) of section 559.928, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read

559. 928 Registration.--

(3) Each independent agent shall annually file an

affidavit with the departnment and pay a fee of $150 to be

deposited in the General Inspection Trust Fund before prer—to

engaging in business in this state. This affidavit mnust

i ncl ude the independent agent's full nanme, |egal business or
5
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trade nanme, muiling address, business address, telephone
nunber, social security nunber, and the nane or nanes and
addresses of each seller of travel represented by the
i ndependent agent. A letter evidencing proof of filing rust
be issued by the departnent and nust be promnently displayed
in the i ndependent agent's primary place of business. As used
in this subsection, the term"independent agent" neans a
person who represents a seller of travel by soliciting persons
on its behalf; who has a witten contract with a seller of
travel which is operating in conpliance with this part and any
rul es adopted thereunder; who does not receive a fee,
conmi ssi on, or other val uable consideration directly fromthe
purchaser for the seller of travel; who does not at any tine
have any uni ssued ticket stock or travel documents in his or
her possession; and who does not have the ability to issue
tickets, vacation certificates, or any other travel docunent.
The term "i ndependent agent" does not include an affiliate of
the seller of travel, as that termis used in s. 559.935(3),
or the enpl oyees of the seller of travel or of such
affiliates.

Section 8. Subsection (3) of section 849.094, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

849.094 Gane pronotion in connection with sale of
consuner products or services.--

(3) The operator of a game pronotion in which the
total announced value of the prizes offered is greater than
$5,000 shall file with the Departnent of Agriculture and
Consumer Services a copy of the rules and regul ati ons of the
gane pronotion and a list of all prizes and prize categories
of fered at |east 7 days before the commencenent of the gane
pronotion. Such rules and regul ati ons nay not thereafter be
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changed, nodified, or altered. The operator of a gane
promotion shall conspicuously post the rules and regul ations
of such game pronotion in each and every retail outlet or
pl ace where such game pronotion may be played or participated
in by the public and shall also publish the rules and
regul ations in all advertising copy used in connection
therewith. Radio and tel evision announcenents may i ndicate
that the rules and regulations are available at retail outlets
or fromthe operator of the pronotion. A nonrefundable filing
fee of $200$166 shall acconpany each filing and shall be used
to pay the costs incurred in admnistering and enforcing the
provi sions of this section.

Section 9. Effective July 1, 2005, the sumof $1.25

mllion and 23 full-tinme equival ent positions are appropriated

fromthe General Revenue Fund and $1.25 million s

appropriated fromthe CGeneral Inspection Trust Fund to the

Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services for the

pur pose of providing additional resources for the departnent's

cl eari nghouse for information and consunmer conpl aints.

Section 10. Effective July 1, 2005, the sum of

5140, 000 is appropriated fromthe CGeneral Revenue Fund to the

Departnment _of Agriculture and Consuner Services for the

pur pose of upgrading the departnent's conputer systemused to

process consuner _conplaints. In addition, the sumof $120, 000

and two full-tinme equivalent positions are appropriated from

t he General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Agriculture and

Consuner_ Services for the purpose of providing additiona

resources for the departnent's conpl aint cl eari nghouse.

Section 11. Except as otherw se expressly provided in

this act, this act shall take effect October 1, 2005.
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—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============

And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
ADbill to be entitled

An act relating to consuner services; directing
the State Technology Office to integrate
addi tional features into the state's officia
Internet website; directing the State
Technol ogy Office to integrate information
concerning the Florida 211 Network into the
state's official Internet website; anending s.
570.544, F.S.; designating the Division of
Consuner Services within the Departnent of
Agriculture and Consuner Services as the state
cl eari nghouse for matters relating to consuner
protection, consumer information, and consumer
services; deleting reporting requirenents;
amendi ng s. 496.405, F.S.; increasing
registration fees for charitable organizations;
amendi ng s. 501.015, F.S.; increasing health
studi os' registration fees; repealing s.
559.904(5), F.S., which provides an exenption
fromregistration fees for notor vehicle repair
shops in specified jurisdictions; anending s.
559.928, F.S.; requiring registration fees for
i ndependent agents of sellers of travel;
amending s. 849.094, F.S.; increasing a filing
fee for operators of a ganme pronotion;

provi di ng appropriations and authori zi ng
8
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addi ti ona

dat es.
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