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By the Conmittees on Transportation and Economnic Devel oprment
Appropriations; and Comrerce and Consumer Services

606- 2343- 05

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to early |earning; anmending s.
3 411.01, F.S.; requiring early |earning

4 coalitions to provide parents with profiles of
5 school readi ness providers; deleting

6 aut hori zation for coalitions to receive

7 subsi di zed child care funds for all children

8 eligible for certain federal prograns;

9 requiring early learning coalitions to

10 conpetively solicit nondirect services;

11 aut horizing the Agency for Workforce | nnovation
12 to allow coalitions to pay a rate differentia
13 to providers under certain circunstances;

14 revising eligibility criteria and priorities
15 for participation in school readiness prograns;
16 conform ng provisions; creating s. 411.0101

17 F.S.; authorizing early learning coalitions to
18 establish school -age readi ness servi ces under
19 certain circunstances; providing requirenents
20 for these services; establishing eligibility
21 criteria and priorities for participation in
22 school - age readi ness services; limting the use
23 of school readiness funds for school -age
24 readi ness services; transferring, renunbering,
25 and anending s. 402.3145, F.S.; revising
26 requi renents for transportation services in
27 school readi ness progranms; conform ng
28 provi si ons; authorizing contracts; deleting
29 obsol ete references to a repeal ed program
30 transferring, renunbering, and anmendi ng s.
31 402. 3017, F.S.; providing requirenents for
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1 school readiness quality initiatives; revising
2 requi renents for the Teacher Education and

3 Conpensati on Hel ps schol arshi p program

4 establishing requirenents for the Hone

5 Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters
6 Program transferring, renunbering, and

7 anending s. 409.178, F.S.; revising

8 requi renents for the Child Care Executive

9 Partnership Program deleting a short title and
10 | egislative intent; revising requirenents for
11 famly inconme; deleting obsolete references to
12 a repeal ed program requiring the Agency for

13 Wor kf orce I nnovation to provide for staff;

14 revising provisions for the adm nistration of
15 pur chasi ng pools; providing for the adoption of
16 rul es; amending s. 411.0105, F.S.; revising

17 federal |ead agency responsibilities; requiring
18 a contract; transferring, renunbering, and

19 anmendi ng s. 402.27, F.S.; revising provisions
20 for the statew de resource and referra

21 networ k; conform ng provisions; transferring,
22 renunberi ng, and anmending s. 402.3051, F.S.

23 revising definitions for purposes of child care
24 mar ket rate rei nmbursenent; revising

25 requi renents for calculating the market rate

26 and prevailing market rate; requiring the

27 adoption of a prevailing nmarket-rate schedul e
28 transferring, renunbering, and anmendi ng s.

29 402.3018, F.S.; providing for technica

30 assistance to child care and early |earning

31 provi ders; conform ng provisions; transferring,
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1 renunberi ng, and amending s. 402.25, F.S.

2 revising requirenments for activities to foster

3 brai n devel opnent in infants and toddlers in

4 certain state-funded prograns; conform ng

5 provi si ons; anending s. 411.011, F.S.

6 conform ng a cross-reference; transferring,

7 renunberi ng, and anmending s. 402.3016, F.S.

8 revising provisions for Early Head Start

9 col | aboration grants; providing an effective

10 dat e.

11

12| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Paragraphs (c), (d), and (e) of subsection
15| (5), and subsections (6) and (11) of section 411.01, Florida
16| Statutes, as anmended by section 2 of chapter 2004-484, Laws of
17| Florida, are anended to read:

18 411.01 School readiness prograns; early |earning

19| coalitions.--

20 (5) CREATION OF EARLY LEARNI NG COALI TI ONS. - -

21 (c) Program expectations.--

22 1. The school readiness program nmust neet the

23| foll owi ng expectations:

24 a. The programnust, at a mninmum enhance the

25| age-appropriate progress of each child in the devel opnent of
26| the school readiness skills required under paragraph (4)(j),
27| as neasured by the performance standards and out come neasures
28| adopted by the Agency for Workforce Innovation

29 b. The program nmust provi de extended-day and

30| extended-year services to the nmaxi num extent possible to neet
31| the needs of parents who work.

3
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c. There nmust be coordinated staff devel opnent and
t eachi ng opportunities.

d. There nust be expanded access to comrunity services
and resources for famlies to help achi eve economc
sel f-sufficiency.

e. There nust be a single point of entry and unified
waiting list. As used in this sub-subparagraph, the term
"single point of entry" neans an integrated information system
that allows a parent to enroll his or her child in the schoo
readi ness program at various | ocations throughout the county
or nulticounty region served by an early learning coalition
that may allow a parent to enroll his or her child by
t el ephone or through an Internet website, and that uses a
unified waiting list to track eligible children waiting for
enroll ment in the school readiness program The Agency for
Wor kf orce I nnovation shall establish a single statew de
informati on systemthat integrates each early |earning
coalition's single point of entry, and each coalition nmust use
the statew de system

f. FEach early learning coalition shall provide each

parent _enrolling a child in the coalition's school readiness

programwith a profile of every school readiness provider

delivering the programw thin the coalition's county or

mul ti county region. The profiles shall be provided to parents

in a format prescribed by the Agency for Wirkforce | nnovation.

The profiles nust include, at a nmininmum the follow ng

informati on _about each provider

(1) The provider's services, curriculum instructor

credentials, and instructor-to-student ratio;

(11) Vhether the provider delivers the Voluntary

Pr eki ndergarten Education Program and
4
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(111) 1f the provider delivers the Voluntary

Preki ndergarten Educati on Program the provider's kindergarten

readi ness rate calculated in accordance with s. 1002.69, based

upon the nost recent available results of the statew de

ki ndergarten _screening.

g.f~ The Agency for Workforce Innovati on nust consider
the access of eligible children to the school readi ness
program as denonstrated in part by waiting lists, before
approving a proposed increase in paynent rates submitted by an
early learning coalition. In addition, early |earning
coalitions shall use school readi ness funds made avail abl e due
to enrollment shifts from school readiness prograns to the
Vol untary Prekindergarten Educati on Program for increasing the
nunber of children served in school readi ness prograns before
i ncreasi ng paynent rates.

h.g— There nmust be a comunity plan to address the
needs of all eligible children

i.h— The program must neet all state |icensing
gui del i nes, where applicable.

2. The early learning coalition rmust inplenent a
conprehensi ve program of school readi ness services that
enhance the cognitive, social, and physical devel opnent of
children to achi eve the performance standards and outcone
nmeasures adopted by the Agency for Workforce Innovation. At a
m ni mum these prograns nmust contain the foll owi ng el ements:

a. Developnentally appropriate curriculum designed to
enhance the age-appropriate progress of children in attaining
the performance standards adopted by the Agency for Workforce
I nnovati on under subparagraph (4)(d)8.

b. A character devel opnment programto devel op basic
val ues.

5

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for SB 1756
606- 2343- 05

c. An age-appropriate assessnment of each child's
devel opnent .

d. A pretest adm nistered to children when they enter
a program and a posttest administered to children when they
| eave the program

e. An appropriate staff-to-children ratio.

f. A healthy and safe environment.

g. A resource and referral network to assist parents
i n maki ng an informed choi ce.

(d) Inplenentation.--

1. An early learning coalition may not inplenment the
school readiness programuntil the coalition is authorized
t hrough approval of the coalition's school readiness plan by
the Agency for Workforce | nnovation

2. Each early learning coalition shall develop a plan
for inplenmenting the school readiness programto neet the
requi renents of this section and the performance standards and
out cone neasures adopted by the Agency for Workforce
I nnovation. The plan nust denonstrate how the programwil|
ensure that each 3-year-old and 4-year-old child in a publicly
funded school readiness programreceives scheduled activities
and instruction designed to enhance the age-appropriate
progress of the children in attaining the performance
st andards adopted by the Agency for Workforce |Innovation under
subpar agraph (4)(d)8. Before inplenmenting the school readiness
program the early learning coalition nust subnit the plan to
the Agency for Workforce Innovation for approval. The Agency
for Workforce I nnovation may approve the plan, reject the
pl an, or approve the plan with conditions. The Agency for
Wor kf orce I nnovation shall review school readi ness plans at
| east annual | y.
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3. |If the Agency for Wbrkforce Innovation determ nes
during the annual review of school readi ness plans, or through
nmoni tori ng and perfornmance eval uati ons conducted under
paragraph (4)(1), that an early learning coalition has not
substantially inplenmented its plan, has not substantially net
the performance standards and outcone neasures adopted by the
agency, or has not effectively adm nistered the schoo
readi ness program or Voluntary Prekindergarten Education
Program the Agency for Wirkforce Innovation may dissolve the
coalition and tenporarily contract with a qualified entity to
conti nue school readi ness and prekindergarten services in the
coalition's county or nulticounty region until the coalition
is reestablished through resubm ssion of a school readiness
pl an and approval by the agency.

4. The Agency for Workforce Innovation shall adopt
criteria for the approval of school readiness plans. The
criteria nmust be consistent with the performnce standards and
out cone neasures adopted by the agency and nust require each
approved plan to include the foll owi ng m ni num standards and
provi si ons:

a. A sliding fee scale establishing a copaynent for
parents based upon their ability to pay, which is the sanme for
all program providers, to be inplenmented and reflected in each
program s budget.

b. A choice of settings and | ocations in |icensed,
regi stered, religious-exenpt, or school -based prograns to be
provi ded to parents.

c. Instructional staff who have conpleted the training
course as required in s. 402.305(2)(d)1., as well as staff who
have additional training or credentials as required by the
Agency for Workforce Innovation. The plan nust provide a

7
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1| method for assuring the qualifications of all personnel in al
2| program settings.

3 d. Specific eligibility priorities for children within
4| the early learning coalition's county or nmulticounty region in
5| accordance with subsection (6).

6 e. Performance standards and out come neasures adopted
7| by the Agency for Workforce | nnovation.

8 f. Payment rates adopted by the early |earning

9| coalition and approved by the Agency for Workforce | nnovation
10| Paynent rates may not have the effect of limting parenta

11| choice or creating standards or |evels of services that have
12| not been authorized by the Legislature.

13 g. Systens support services, including a centra

14| agency, child care resource and referral, eligibility

15| determ nations, training of providers, and parent support and
16| i nvol vement.

17 h. Direct enhancenent services to famlies and

18| children. System support and direct enhancenent services shal
19| be in addition to paynments for the placenment of children in
20| school readi ness prograns.

21 i. The business organization of the early |earning

22| coalition, which nmust include the coalition's articles of

23| incorporation and bylaws if the coalition is organized as a
24| corporation. If the coalition is not organized as a

25| corporation or other business entity, the plan nust include
26| the contract with a fiscal agent. An early learning coalition
27| may contract with other coalitions to achieve efficiency in
28| multicounty services, and these contracts nmay be part of the
29| coalition's school readiness plan

30 j. Strategies to neet the needs of unique popul ati ons,
31| such as m grant workers.
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As part of the school readiness plan, the early |earning
coalition may request the Governor to apply for a waiver to
allow the coalition to adm nister the Head Start Programto
acconplish the purposes of the school readiness program If a
school readi ness plan denpnstrates that specific statutory
goal s can be achi eved nore effectively by using procedures
that require nodification of existing rules, policies, or
procedures, a request for a waiver to the Agency for Wrkforce
I nnovation may be submitted as part of the plan. Upon review,
the Agency for Workforce |Innovation nmay grant the proposed
nodi fication.

5. Persons with an early chil dhood teaching
certificate may provide support and supervision to other staff
in the school readiness program

6. An early learning coalition nmay not inplenent its
school readiness plan until it submits the plan to and
recei ves approval fromthe Agency for Workforce Innovation
Once the plan is approved, the plan and the services provided
under the plan shall be controlled by the early |earning
coalition. The plan shall be reviewed and revi sed as
necessary, but at least biennially. An early |earning
coalition may not inplenment the revisions until the coalition
subnmits the revised plan to and recei ves approval fromthe
Agency for Workforce Innovation. If the Agency for Wrkforce
I nnovation rejects a revised plan, the coalition nmust continue
to operate under its prior approved pl an.

7. Sections 125.901(2)(a)3., 411.221, and 411.232 do
not apply to an early learning coalition with an approved
school readiness plan. To facilitate innovative practices and
to allow the regional establishnment of school readi ness

9
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1| prograns, an early learning coalition may apply to the

2| Governor and Cabinet for a waiver of, and the Governor and

3| Cabinet may waive, any of the provisions of ss. 411.223,

41 411.232, and 1003.54, if the waiver is necessary for

5| inplenmentation of the coalition's school readiness plan

6 8. Two or nore counties may join for purposes of

7| planning and inplenmenting a school readi ness program

8

9

10

11

12

13 9.46— An early learning coalition may enter into

14| multiparty contracts with nulticounty service providers in
15| order to neet the needs of unique popul ati ons such as m grant
16| workers.

17 10.a. An early learning coalition may provide

18| nondirect services using staff enployed by the coalition or by
19| contracting with a vendor. However, a coalition may not

20| provide nondirect services using staff enployed by the

21| coalition unless the coalition issues a conpetitive

22| solicitation under s. 287.057 and one of the follow ng

23| applies:

24 (1) Fewer than two vendors submit responses deternined
25| to be acceptable in accordance with the criteria set forth in
26| the solicitation

27 (I1) The Agency for Workforce Innovation deternines
28| that the coalition's use of staff enployed by the coalition
29| would result in the best value to the state conpared to the
30| coalition's contracting with the vendor whose response was
31

10
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determ ned by the coalition, anpbng those responses received,

to result in the best value to the state; or

(111) The nondirect services are provided using

sources other than state or federal school readiness funds or

are provided using school readiness funds matched by | oca

funds derived froma county, nunicipality, charitable

foundation, or other sources.

b. As used in this subparagraph, the term "nondirect

services" neans eligibility determ nation for school readiness

services, child care resource and referral, health screening,

devel opnental screening, paynent of providers for schoo

readi ness services, nmonitoring of child attendance in the

school readiness program nonitoring of providers for

conmpliance with school readiness programrequirenents, system

support and direct enhancenent services to famlies and

children, and technical assistance and training for schoo

readi ness providers. The term does not include inclusion

services for children with disabilities, including, but not

limted to, training of providers on nethods and strategies to

effectively serve children with disabilities. The term also

does not include the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Program
C. Sub-subparagraph a. does not apply to an early

learning coalition until July 1, 2008, if:

(1) On May 1, 2005, the coalition was providing

nondi rect services using staff enployed by the coalition; or

(11) On or before May 1, 2005, the coalition notified

the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation and each of its vendors of

nondi rect services in witing that the coalition is not

renewi ng the contract.

11
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1 d. This subparagraph does not apply to nondirect

2| services provided by a county or nunicipality under contract
3| with an early learning coalition.

4 e. An early learning coalition, in order to continue
5| using staff enployed by the coalition to provide nondirect

6| services, at |east once every 3 years, nust issue a

7| conpetitive solicitation in accordance with sub-subparagraph
8| a_

9 f. The Agency for Whrkforce Innovation shall adopt
10| rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer this

11| subparagraph

12 (e) Requests for proposals; paynment schedul e. --

13 1. Each early learning coalition nust conply with s.
14| 287.057 for the procurenment of commodities or contractua

15| services fromthe funds described in paragraph (9)(d). The
16| period of a contract for purchase of these commdities or

17| contractual services, together with any renewal of the

18| original contract, may not exceed 3 years.

19 2. Each early learning coalition shall adopt a paynent
20| schedul e that enconpasses all progranms funded by the coalition
21| under this section. The paynment schedul e nust take into

22| consideration the prevailing market-rate schedul e adopted

23| under s. 411.0107 relevant—market—rate, nust include the

24| projected nunber of children to be served, and nust be

25| subnitted for approval by the Agency for Workforce Innovation
26| Informal child care arrangenents shall be reinbursed at not
27| nore than 50 percent of the rate developed for a fanmly day
28| care hone. The Agency for Wrkforce |nnovation may authorize
29| early learning coalitions to use school readiness funds for
30| providing a rate differential or stipend to school readiness
31| providers that:

12
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1 a. Hold a current Gold Seal Quality Care designation
2| under s. 402.281; and

3 b. Denonstrate, as verified by the early |earning

4| coalition, that the provider conplies with each of the

5| requirements of the coalition's school readiness program and
6| this section, including, but not limted to, the program

7| elenents listed in subparagraph (5)(c)2

8

9| The rate differential nmay not exceed 20 percent of the paynent
10| rate for providers that do not qualify for the rate

11| differential under sub-subparagraphs a. and b

12 (6) PROGRAM ELIABILITY.--Each early |earning

13| coalition's school readiness program shall be established for
14| children frombirth to the begi nning of the school year for
15| which a child is eligible for adnmi ssion to kindergarten in a
16| public school under s. 1003.21(1)(a)2. Each early learning
17| coalition shall give priority for participation in its the
18| school readi ness program as follows:

19 (a) Priority shall be given first to children from

20| families in which there is an adult receiving tenporary cash
21| assistance who is subject to federal work requirenents.

22 (b) Priority shall be given next to children age—3

23| years—teo—schoel—entry who are served by the Family Safety

24| Program Office of the Departnent of Children and Fanily

25| Services or a comrmunity-based | ead agency under chapter 39 and
26| for whomchild care is needed to minimze risk of further

27| abuse, neglect, or abandonnent. ©&+her—eb-giblepopulations
28| +nhetude—chitdrenwho—reet—one—or—nwore—of the following

29| eriteriar-

30 (c) Subsequent priority shall be given to children who
31| neet one or nore of the following criteria:

13
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l.{&> Children under the age of kindergarten
eligibility who are

a.2— Children at risk of welfare dependency, including

© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

econoni cal |y di sadvantaged children, children of participants

10| in the welfare transition program children of m grant

11| farmmrkers, and children of teen parents.

12 b.3— Children of working famlies whose famly incone
13| does not exceed 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

14 Cc.4— Children for whomthe state is paying a relative
15| caregiver paynent under s. 39.5085.

16 2. by Three-year-old children and 4-year-old children
17| who may not be econom cal ly di sadvant aged but who have

18| disabilities, have been served in a specific part-tinme or

19| conbi nation of part-time exceptional education prograns with
20| required special services, aids, or equipnent, and were

21| previously reported for funding part tine with the Florida

22| Education Fi nance Program as exceptional students.

23 3.{¢> Econonically disadvantaged children, children
24| with disabilities, and children at risk of future schoo

25| failure, frombirth to 4 years of age, who are served at hone
26| through home visitor programs and intensive parent education
27| prograns.

28 4. £ Children who neet federal and state eligibility
29| requirenents for the mgrant preschool program but who do not

w
o

neet the criteria of econom cally di sadvant aged.

w
e

14
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1| As used in this subsection, the term"econonically

2| di sadvantaged" child neans a child whose family incone does

3| not exceed 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

4|1 Notwithstanding any change in a fanily's economni c status, but
5| subject to additional famly contributions in accordance with
6| the sliding fee scale, a child who neets the eligibility

7| requirenments upon initial registration for the programrenains
8| eligible until the beginning of the school year for which the
9| child is eligible for admi ssion to kindergarten in a public
10| school under s. 1003.21(1)(a)2.

11

12

13

14

15

16

17 Section 2. Section 411.0101, Florida Statutes, is

18| created to read:

19 411. 0101 School -age readi ness services. --

20 (1) Notwithstanding the age requirenents of s.

21| 411.01(5)(b) and (6), each early learning coalition, if

22| approved by the Agency for W rkforce Innovation as part of the
23| coalition's school readiness plan, may establish school -age
24| readiness services for children who neet the age requirenents
25| for services under federal regulations governing the federa
26| Child Care and Devel opment Fund, 45 C.F.R parts 98 and 99,
27| but who are ineligible for school readiness prograns under s.
28| 411.01(5)(b) and (6) because of age.

29 (2) School -age readi ness services authorized under

30| this section are part of the early learning coalition's schoo
31| readi ness program Except as provided in this section, s.

15
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411.01 applies to school-age readi ness services. The follow ng

provi sions do not apply to school -age readi hess services:

(a) The provisions of s. 411.01(4)(j) and (5)(c)1l.a.

which require that school readiness services nust enhance the

age-appropriate progress of children in the devel opnent of the
school readiness skills listed in s. 411.01(4)(j).
(b) The provisions of s. 411.01(5)(c)2.d. which

require pretests and posttests.

(3) FEFach early learning coalition shall give priority

for participation in its school -age readi ness services, as

foll ows:

(a) Priority shall be given first to a child froma

family in which there is an adult receiving tenporary cash

assi stance who is subject to federal work requirenents.

(b) Priority shall be given next to a child who is

served by the Fanmily Safety Program Office of the Departnent

of Children and Fam |y Services or a comuni ty-based | ead

agency under chapter 39 and for whom school - age readi ness

services are needed to mnimze the risk of further abuse,

neqgl ect, or abandonment.

(c) Subsequent priority shall be given to a child who

neets one or nore of the criteria, notw thstanding the age

requirements, in s. 411.01(6)(c).

(4)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b)., an early

learning coalition may not expend for school -age readi ness

services nmore than 25 percent of the total school readiness

funds paid by the coalition to providers for school readiness

services.

(b) An early learning coalition may expend a | arger

percentage of its school readiness funds for school - age

readi ness services than authorized under paradraph (a) if
16

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for SB 1756
606- 2343- 05

1| necessary to serve each child who is eligible under paragraphs
2|(3)(a) and (b). If, under this paragraph, a coalition expends

3| a larger percentage of its school readiness funds for

4| school - age readiness services than authorized under paragraph
5|(a)., the coalition may not provide school -age readiness

6| services for children eligible under paragraph (3)(c).

7 Section 3. Section 402.3145, Florida Statutes, is

8| transferred, renumbered as section 411.0102, Florida Statutes,
9| and amended to read:

10 411. 0102 4023345 School readiness Subsidized—ehitd

11| eare transportation services program --

12 (1) The Agency for Workforce Innovation may

13| departrenrt—pursuant—to——chapter—4274—shalt establish schoo

14| readi ness a—subsidized—ehitd—eare transportati on services

15| system for children_ including children at risk of abuse or

16| neglect, participating in an early learning coalition's schoo
17| readi ness the——subsidized—ehitd—eare program |f approved by

18| the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation as part of the coalition's
19| school readiness plan, an early learning coalition may state
20| eemunity——chi-d——care—coordination—agenetes—shalt contract for
21| the provision of the transportation services authorized as
22| reguired by this section. Contracts awarded under this section
23| nust conply with the conpetitive procurenent requirenents in
24| s. 411.01(5)(e)1.
25 (2) If provided for by an early learning coalition
26| these Fhe transportation services may systemshat provi de
27| transportation for children te—each—-ehitd participating in the
28| coalition's school readiness prodram subsidized—chitd—eare
29| when—and only if wher— transportation is necessary to provide
30| school readiness services that ehitdecare—opportunities—whiech
31| otherwi se would not be available to a child whose home is nore

17
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than a reasonabl e wal ki ng di stance fromthe nearest schoo

readi ness provi der ehitd—earefact-tyorfamtydaycare
hete.

Section 4. Section 402.3017, Florida Statutes, is

transferred, renunbered as section 411.0103, Florida Statutes,

and anended to read:

411. 0103 40623604+ School readiness gquality initiatives

()2 The Agency for Workforce | nnovation may
: . Chitd | Fam . . . . I

contract for the adnm nistration of the Teacher Educati on and

Conpensation Hel ps (TEACH) Early Chil dhood Project. The

project shall be based on its national npdel and shall provide

secholarship—pregram—whi-eh—provides educati onal schol arshi ps
to directors or operators and earegivers—and—admnistraters—of

famty child care personnel as defined in s. 402.302 and

preki ndergarten directors and prekindergarten instructors as
defined in s. 1002.51 heres.

(2) The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation may contract

for the adnministration of the Hone Instruction for Parents of
18
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1| Preschool Youngsters (H PPY) Program The program shall be

2| based on its national nodel and shall encourage parenta

3| involvenent in early |earning programs by providing parents

4| with assistance in preparing their children for school

5 (3) The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation nmay departrwent
6| shalt adopt rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 as necessary
7| to adm nister wplerent this section.

8 4—For—the 20042005 fiscal—year—onty—the Agencyfor
9| Wbrkfercetnnovation—shall—admnisterthisseetien—Fhis

10| subseetion—expires—3uby—1—2005—

11 Section 5. Section 409.178, Florida Statutes, is

12| transferred, renunmbered as section 411.0104, Florida Statutes,
13| and amended to read:

14 411. 0104 409378 Early Learning Shitd—Care Executive
15| Partnership

16| res. --

17 H—Fhis—seetion—rmayrbe—eitedas—the—ChitdGCare

18
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avatablefer—ehiHd—ecare-

() (a)63> There is created as a body politic and
corporate knewa—as the Early Learni ng Ghitd—Care Executive

N NN
N o o

N
(o]

Part nershi p, which shall establish and govern the Early

N
©

Learni ng €hiHd—Care Executive Partnership Program
(b) The purpose of the Early Learning Shitd—GCare
Executive Partnership Programis to use wtiHze state and
20
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1| federal funds as incentives for matching | ocal funds derived
2| fromlocal governnents, enployers, charitable foundations, and
3| other sources, in order se that Herida comunities in this

4| state nmay create local flexible partnerships with enployers.
5 (c) The Early Learning Shitd—Care Executive

6| Partnership Program funds shall be used at the discretion of
7| local conmunities to neet the needs of working parents. An

8| early | earni ng Aehitd—eare purchasi ng pool shall be devel oped
9| with the state, federal, and local funds to provide subsidies
10| to lowincone working parents whose fanmily inconme does not

11| exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty |evel whe—sare

12| ebgiblefor——subsidized——chitd—ecare with a dollar-for-dollar
13| match from enpl oyers, |ocal governnent, and other matching

14| contributions. The funds used fromthe early |earning ehkitd
15| eare purchasi ng pool must be used to suppl enent or extend the
16| use of existing public or private funds.

17 (2)4 The Early Learni ng EhkiHd—GCare Executive

18| Partnershi p—staffed—bythedepartrwent— shall consist of a

19| representative of the Executive O fice of the Governor and
20| nine nenbers of the corporate or early |earning ehitd—eare
21| comunity, appointed by the Governor
22 (a) Menbers shall serve for a period of 4 years,
23| except that the representative of the Executive Ofice of the
24| CGovernor shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor
25 (b) The Early Learni ng SkiHd—Care Executive
26| Partnership shall be chaired by a menber chosen by a majority
27| vote and shall neet at least quarterly and at other times upon
28| the call of the chair
29 (c) Menbers shall serve wi thout conpensation, but may
30| be reinmbursed for per diemand travel expenses in accordance
31| with s. 112.061.

21
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(d) The Early Learni ng SkiHd—Care Executive
Part nershi p has shat—have all the powers and authority, not

explicitly prohibited by | aw statute, necessary to adninister

carry—oeut—and—effeetuatethe purpeses—of this section, as—weH-
: . _ duties. I e :

partrership— including, but not limted to, the follow ng:
1. Assisting in the forrmulation and coordination of

the state's early |learning ehkited—eare policy.

2. Adopting an official seal

3. Soliciting, accepting, receiving, investing, and
expendi ng funds from public or private sources.

4. Contracting with public or private entities as
necessary.

5. Approving an annual budget.

6. Carrying forward any unexpended state
appropriations into succeeding fiscal years.

7. Providing a report to the Governor, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and the President of the Senate,
on or before Decenmber 1 of each year

(e) The Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation shall provide,

or_shall contract with a qualified entity using a request for

proposals to provide, staff for the Early Learni ng Executive

Part nershi p.

(3)653X(a) The Legislature shall annually determnine the
amount of state and e+ federal funds lewt+neeore——echitd—ecare
mereys which shall be used to create the Early Learni ng €ritd

Care Executive Partnership Progranm s Pregram-ehitd——eare
pur chasi ng pools in counties chosen by the Early Learning

Chi-+d—Care Executive Partnership and statew de purchasing

pools established by the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation. A

pur chasi ng pool nust be created in—p+roevided—+that at | east two
22
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ef—the counties that have popul ati ons of rRe—were—than 300, 000

or fewer persons. The Legislature shall annually review the

ef fecti veness of the early |earni ng ekiHd—eare purchasing poo

program and reeval uate the percentage of additional state or
federal funds, if any, that nmay ear be used for the program s
expansi on.
(b) The Adgency for Workforce Innovati on Fe—enstre—=a
seall €55—S¢€ V. €€ de .Ve Y ald €a5€—o6 aEE€ESS © ali .es, the
. ? I i .

resotrce—and—+referral—ageney shall adninister the statew de
ehiHd—eare purchasi ng pool funds, and the respective early

|l earning coalition shall adninister the purchasing pool funds

of a county served by the coalition.
(c) The Agency for Workforce Innovation departwent, in
conjunction with the Early Learni ng EkiHd—GCare Executive

Part nershi p, shall devel op procedures for disbursenment of

funds through the early | earni ng ehkiHd—eare purchasing pool s.

In order to be considered for funding, the entity
adnmi ni stering the purchasing pool eeomvhity—ecoordinated—echitd
care—agency—or—the statewderesourece—andreferral—ageney nust
conmit to:

1. Matching the state and federal purehastng—poet

funds allocated to the purchasing pool on a dollar-for-dollar

basi s; and

2. Expending only those state and federal publ-e funds

that whieh are matched by enpl oyers, |ocal governnent, and

ot her matching contributors who contribute to the purchasing
pool . Parents shall also pay a fee, which nust shal—be not be

| ess than the anount identified in the departwent—s—subsidized
ehi-td—eare sliding fee scale adopted by the early |earning

coalition for its school readiness program
23
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1 (d) Each early learning coalition must eemrurity

2| eoordinated—ehitd—ecare—ageney—shal—berequiredtoe establish a
3| comunity ehitd—eare task force for each early |earning ehitd
4| eare purchasing pool. The task force nust be conposed of

5| enployers, parents, private child care providers, and one

6| representative fromthe local children's services council, if
7| one exists in the area of the purchasing pool. The early

8| learning coalition shall eerrurity—coordinated—echitd—ecare

9| ageney—+s—expeeted—to recruit the task force nmenbers from

10| existing child care councils, conm ssions, or task forces

11| already operating in the area of the & purchasing pool. A

12| majority of the task force shall consist of enployers. Each
13| task force shall develop a plan for the use of the early

14| |l earning ehkitd—eare purchasi ng pool funds. The plan nust

15| denpnstrate shew how many children will be served by the

16| purchasing pool, how many will be new to receiving early

17| learni ng ehitd—eare services, and how the early |earning

18| coalition eemunity——coordinated—childecare—agenrey intends to
19| attract new enployers and their enployees to the program

20 (4)66> The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation may

21| Bepartwent—eof Children—andtamtbyr—Services—shall adopt any

22| rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adni ni ster reeessary
23| fer—theirmplermentation—andadmnistration—of this section

24 Section 6. Section 411.0105, Florida Statutes, is

25| anmended to read:

26 411. 0105 Federal Early—tearning—Oppertunities—Act—and
27| Bvep—Start—FamtytiteraeyProgranws— | ead agency

28| responsibilities.--

29 (1) The Governor may designate the Agency for

30| Workforce Innovation as the | ead agency for purposes of

31| administering the federal Child Care and Devel opnent Fund, 45

24
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1| CFE.R parts 98 and 99, and the federal Early Learning

2| Opportunities Act, 20 U . S.C. ss. 9401-9413. |If designated as
3| the | ead agency, the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation must

4| conply with the | ead agency responsibilities under federa

5| Law.

6 (2)(a) For purposes of administration of the Wlliam

7| E._Goodl i ng Earty—tearninrg—Oppertunities—Act—and—the Even

8| Start Family Literacy Programs, 20 U.S.C. ss. 6381-6381k

9| pursuant—tePub—L—No—106-554, the Departnment of Education
10| Agenrey—Ffor—Workforeetnnrovatien i s designated as the | ead

11| agency and nust conply with the | ead agency responsibilities
12| under pursuant—toe federal | aw

13 (b) The Departnent of Education shall contract with

14| the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation to adninister the WIlliam
15| E._CGoodling Even Start Famly Literacy Prograns.

16 Section 7. Section 402.27, Florida Statutes, is

17| transferred, renumbered as section 411.0106, Florida Statutes,
18| and amended to read:

19 411.0106 4822+ Child care and early learning

20| ehitdheood resource and referral.--The Agency for Wrkforce

21| lLnnovati on PBepartrenrt—ef—Children—andtamty—Servieces shal

22| establish a statew de ehild—eare resource and referra

23| network. The network shall be conposed of a state resource and
24| referral agency and a system of |ocal agencies. Preference

25| shatH—be—givento—usingthealready—establ-shed—eent+ral

26 | agenetes—for——subsidized—-ehitdecare—as—the—ehitdecareresouree
27| and—+eferralageney—Hthe ageneyr—ecannot—corpby—withthe

28| reguirerents—to—offerthe resouree—information—corponent—oer
29| dees—not—want—toofferthat—serviee- The Agency for Whrkforce
30| Lnnovati on PBepartrenrt—ef—Chitdren—andtamty—Servieces shal

31| select the state resource and referral rnfermatien agency

25
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1| using based—upen a request for proposals prepesal. Each early
2| learning coalition shall establish at |east one local ehitd

3| eare resource and referral agency must—be—established in each
4| county or nmulticounty region served by the coalition éist+iet
5| ef—thedepartrwent, but no nore than one | ocal agency may be

6| established in a ary county. Ehitd——eare Resource and referra
7| agencies shall provide the follow ng services:

8 (1) Identification of existing public and private

9| child care and early | earning providers ehitdhood—education
10| serweces—inetuding—chitd—ecareserviees—by publie—andprivate
11| ewploeyers— and the devel opnent of a dat abase reseureefile of
12| those providers serwiees. These provi ders serviees may incl ude
13| a famty—day—ecare—publiec—andprivate child care provider that
14| is licensed, exenpt fromlicensure, or registered under ss.

15| 402.301-402.319; a private prekindergarten provider or public
16| school delivering the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

17| Program under part V of chapter 1002; a school readiness

18| provider participating in an early learning coalition's schoo
19| readi ness program a pregrans— Head Start program -

20| prekindergarten—earty—intervention—progrars— speci al education
21| progranms for prekindergarten handiecapped children with

22| disabilities;s services for children with devel opmenta

23| disabilities; >~ full-tine and part-tinme prograns; school - age
24| readi ness progr am —before—sechool—and—after—sechool—prograns—
25| vacation care prograns; - parent education;_ a welfare

26| transition—theWAGES progrant;- and related famly support

27| services. The dat abase reseuree—fite shall include, but not be
28| limted to, the following information

29 (a) Type of child care and early |earning provider

30| pregram

31 (b) Hours of service.

26
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1 (c) Ages of children served.

2 (d) Nunber of children served.

3 (e) Significant programinfornmation

4 (f) Fees and eligibility for services.

5 (g) Availability of transportation

6 (2) The establishnent of a referral process that whieh
7| responds to parental need for information and that whieh is

8| provided with full recognition of the confidentiality rights

9| of parents. Resource and referral agencies may only pregrans
10| shalt make referrals to licensed child care providers, except
11| that a referral may faeiHities— Refer+rals—shall be made to an
12| unlicensed provider ehitdecarefacttyorarrangerent—onby if
13| there—+s—hnorequirerent—that the provider is not required to
14| taetHHHty—or——arrangerent be |icensed.

15 (3) Maintenance of ongoi ng docunentation of requests
16| for service tabulated through the internal referral process.
17| The follow ng docunmentati on of requests for service shall be
18| mai ntai ned by each aH—ehitd——eare resource and referral agency
19| agenetes:

20 (a) Nunber of calls and contacts to the resource ehitd
21| eare—information and referral agency eenpoenrent by the type of
22| provider serviee requested.

23 (b) Ages of children for whomchild care or early

24| | earning services are serviee—was requested.

25 (c) Tinme category of child care or early |learning

26| requests for each child.

27 (d) Special time category, such as nights, weekends,
28| and swing shifts shift+.

29 (e) Reason that the child care or early |earning

30| services are s needed.

31
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(f) Nane of the enployer and primary focus of the
busi ness.

(4) Provision of technical assistance to existing and
potenti al prewviders—ef child care and early |earning providers

serviees. This assistance nay include:

(a) Information on initiating new child care or early
| earni ng services, zoning, and program and budget devel opnent
and assistance in finding the stuekh information from ot her
sour ces.

(b) Information and resources that assist whieh—help

existing child care and early | earni ng servwees providers to

maxi m ze their ability to serve children and parents in their
comunity.

(c) Information and incentives that may assist whieh

eothd—help existing or planned child care or early |learning

services offered by public or private enployers seeking to
maxi m ze their ability to serve the children of their werking

parent- enpl oyees who are working parents in their comunity,

t hrough contractual or other funding arrangenments with
busi nesses.
(5) Assistance to families and enployers in applying

for various early |earning prograns, seurees—of—subsidy

i ncluding, but not Iinmted to, the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Education Program_a coalition's school readiness progran _a

subsi di zed child care, Head Start program —prekindergarten
earby—intervention—progranrs—Prejfect—tndependenee~ private

schol arshi ps;+ and the federal child and dependent care tax

credit.
(6) Assistance to state agencies in determnining the

prevailing market rate for child care.

28
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(7) Assistance in negotiating discounts or other

speci al arrangenents with child care and early |earning

provi ders.
(8) Information and assistance to |ocal interagency
councils coordinating services for prekindergarten handicapped

children with disabilities.

(9) Assistance to families in identifying sumrer
recreation canp and sumer day canp prograns and in eval uating
the health and safety qualities of sunmer recreation canp, and
sumrer day canp, pregranws and Hr—evaldatinrg—thehealthand
safety—qualties—oef sumer canp prograns. Subject to
| egi sl ati ve Genrtingent—upen—speetfie appropriation, a
checklist of inportant health and safety qualities that
parents nmay ear use to choose their sunmer canp prograns shal
be devel oped and distributed in a manner that will reach
parents interested in these sueh prograns for their children

(10) Each A child care provider faetHty licensed or
regi stered under ss. 402.301-402.319, and each early | earning
provider receiving state or federal funds, s—4062-305—=and
H-eensed—and—+egisteredfamtyr—dayr—eare—hoeres nust provide the
|l ocal statewide—ehitd—eare—and resource and referral agency
agenetes with the followi ng informati on annual ly:

(a) Type of child care or early learning provider

proegram
(b) Hours of service.

(c) Ages of children served.

(d) Fees and eligibility for services.

Section 8. Section 402.3051, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as section 411.0107, Florida Statutes,

and anended to read:

29
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1 411. 0107 402305+ Prevailing market-rate schedul e

2| chitdeare—wmwarket—ratereilnburserent; child care grants. --

3 (1) As used in this section, the term

4 " i "

5| assesswenrt—inAstrurent—destgnrated—oer—developedby—the

6| departrent—teo—determne—gquabty——echi-ldcare—andother—chitd

7| developrent—services—to—ehi-tdren—under—theprovision—of——s—

8| 40623645 Fitte VA of the Seeial—Seeurity—Aet—andthe Chitd
9| Gare—andbeveloprent—Bleoek—Grant—Act—of 1990

10 (a)fby "Market rate" nmeans the price that a child care
11| provider charges for daily, weekly, or nonthly child care

12| services. The market rate shall

13 1. Be established for licensed child care facilities
14| er—faectHties—that—arenot—sublect—tos—402-305, |icensed or
15| registered famly day care hones, licensed large famly child
16| care homes, child care providers exenpt fromlicensure,

17| licensed before-school and after-school child care prograns,
18| and informal providers of unregulated child care services

19| previded—by—a+elative—or—other—caretaker.

20 2. Differentiate anmong child care for children with
21| special needs or risk categories, infants, toddlers, anrd

22| preschool children, and school -age chil dren.

23 3. Differentiate between full-tinme and part-tine

24| services eare

25 4. Consider reductions in the cost of services eare
26| for additional children in the sanme famly.

27 (b)fe> "Prevailing market rate" neans the annually

28| deternmined 75th percentile of a reasonable frequency

29| distribution of market rate in a predeterm ned geographic

30| market at which H-eensed child care providers charge a person
31| for child care services.

30
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1 (2) The Agency for Workforce Innovation departrent

2| shall establish procedures for the adoption of a prevailing

3| market-rate schedule, which shall be considered by each early
4| learning coalition when the coalition adopts its paynent

5| schedul e under s. 411.01(5)(e)2. The prevailing market-rate

6| schedule shall conprise county-by-county rates for: te

7| reinburse

8 (a) Licensed, exenpt, or registered child care

9| providers that whe hold a Gold Seal Quality Care designation
10| at 120 percent of the prevailing market rate for child care
11| services for children who are eligible to participate in a

12| coalition's school readiness program under s. 411.01 reeeive
13| subsidized—-child—eare; and

14 (b) Licensed, exenpt, or registered child care

15| providers at the prevailing market rate for child care

16| services for children who are eligible to participate in a

17| coalition's school readiness programunder s. 411.01 reeeive
18| subsidized—ehitd—eare—untess—prohibitedbyfederal—tawunder
19| s—4062-3615—Fhedepartrent—shalt—establishprecedures—to

20| reirburseproviders—of—unregulated—childcareat—not—rprethan
21| 50—perecent—ofthermarket—rate.

22

23| The prevailing market-rate schedul e adopted under this

24| subsection payrert—system may not interfere with the parenta
25| choice of school readiness providers under s. 411.01(7)

26 | parents—deetston—as—totheapprepriate—ehitd—eare

27| arrangerent, regardless of the level of available funding for
28| early | earning prograns ehitd—-eare. The prevailing market-rate
29| schedul e nust be based exclusively on the costs and prices

30| charged for child care services and nust not be based on any
31
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1| pregram assessnent tool mey—net—be used to evaluate child care
2| providers determnereinburserent—+ates.

3 (3) The Agency for Workforce Innovation departwenrt my
4| provide child care grants to early learning coalitions eent+ral
5| agenetles—eommunity—eoteges—and-career—prograns for the

6| purpose of providing support and technical assistance to

7| licensed child care providers.

8 (4) The Agency for Workforce Innovation departwenrt my
9| contract, using a request for proposals, with a qualified

10| entity usethestate—ecommnty—echitdcare—coordination

11| agenetes—{eent+ral—agencies—eomunity——coHeges—and—career

12| pregrans to admnister +wplerent this section

13 (5) The Agency for Workforce Innovation departwenrt my
14| adopt rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120. 54 and—ether—poetiey
15| previsiens—necessary to adm ni ster +wpterent this section

16 (6) This section shall be inplenmented only to the

17| extent that funding is avail able.

18 Section 9. Section 402.3018, Florida Statutes, is

19| transferred, renunmbered as section 411.0108, Florida Statutes,
20| and anended to read:

21 411. 0108 402306148 Consultation to child care and early
22| learning providers eenters—andfamtyday—eare—hoeres regardi ng
23| health, developnmental, disability, and special needs issues.--
24 (1) Subject to legislative appropriation Certirgent
25| upen—speeifiec—approprations, the Agency for Workforce

26| I nnovation shall departrwent—is—direectedte contract with the
27| state statewde resource +nafermatien and referral agency for a
28| statewide toll-free Warm Line for the purpose of providing

29| assistance and consultation to child care and early |earning
30| providers eenters—andfamty—day—ecare—hores regarding health,
31| devel opnental, disability, and special needs issues of the
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children they are serving, particularly children with
disabilities and other special needs.

(2) The purpose of the WarmLine is to provide advice
to child care personnel concerning strategies, curriculum and
envi ronnental adaptations that allow a child to derive nmaxi num
benefit fromreceiving the child care services experience

(3) The early learning coalitions, coordinated by the

Agency for Workforce Innovation, departnment shall at | east

annually informchild care and early learning providers
centers—andfamty—day—ecarehoerwes of the availability of this
ser Vi ce;—en—an—anhdal—basts.

(4) Subject to legislative appropriation Gertirgent
wpor—speeiHec—approprations, the Agency for Workforce
| nhovati on departwent shall expand_ or contract for,_ the

expansion of the Warm Line fromone statewi de site to one

WarmLine site in each county or nulticounty ehitd—eare
reseuree—and—+eferral—agenrey region served by an early

| earni ng coalition.

(5) Each county or regional WarmLine shall provide

assi stance and consultation to child care and early | earning

provi ders eenters—andfambyr—day—eare—hores regardi ng heal th,

devel opnental , disability, and special needs issues of the

children they are serving, particularly children with
disabilities and other special needs. County or regiona
Warm Li ne staff shall provide onsite technical assistance,
when requested, to assist child care and early |learning
provi ders eenters—andfambyr—day—eare—hores with inquiries

relative to the strategies, curriculum and environnenta

adaptations the child care or early |earning providers eenters

ard—famrty—day—ecare—hores may need as they serve children with

disabilities and other special needs.
33
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Section 10. Section 402.25, Florida Statutes, is
transferred, renunbered as section 411.0109, Florida Statutes,
and anmended to read:

411. 0109 40225 |Infants and toddlers in state-funded
child edueation—and care and early | earning prograns; brain
devel opnent activities.--Each state-funded child eduecation—and

care and early learning programfor children frombirth to 5

years of age nmust provide activities to foster brain

devel opnent in infants and toddl ers. Each A program nust
provi de an environnment rich in | anguage and nusic and filled
with objects of various colors, shapes, textures, and sizes to
stimulate visual, tactile, auditory, and linguistic senses in

the children and nust include classical nusic and at | east 30

m nutes of reading to the children each day. A—pregramrway—be

program—or—a—private—echi-tdecare—proegram Each A program nust

also provide training for the infants' and toddl ers' parents

i ncludi ng direct dialogue and interaction between teachers and
parents denonstrating the urgency of brain devel opnent in the
first year of a child s life. Afamily day care hone is
eenters—are encouraged, but not required, to conply with this
section.

Section 11. Section 411.011, Florida Statutes, as
anended by section 9 of chapter 2004-484, Laws of Florida, is
amended to read:

411. 011 Records of children in school readiness
prograns. --The individual records of children enrolled in
school readi ness progranms provi ded under ss. 411.01 and

34
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1| 411.0101 s—441+-064, when held in the possession of the early
2| learning coalition or the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation, are
3| confidential and exenpt froms. 119.07 and s. 24(a), Art. | of
4| the State Constitution. For purposes of this section, records
5| include assessnent data, health data, records of teacher

6| observations, and identifying data, including the child's

7| social security number. A parent, guardian, or individua

8| acting as a parent in the absence of a parent or guardi an has
9| the right to inspect and review the individual schoo

10| readi ness programrecord of his or her child and to obtain a
11| copy of the record. School readiness records may be rel eased
12| to the United States Secretary of Education, the United States
13| Secretary of Health and Human Services, and the Conptroller

14| General of the United States for the purpose of federa

15| audits; to individuals or organizations conducting studies for
16| institutions to develop, validate, or admi nister assessnents
17| or inmprove instruction; to accrediting organizations in order
18| to carry out their accrediting functions; to appropriate

19| parties in connection with an enmergency if the information is
20| necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or
21| other individuals; to the Auditor General in connection wth
22| his or her official functions; to a court of conpetent
23| jurisdiction in conpliance with an order of that court in
24| accordance with a lawfully issued subpoena; and to parties to
25| an interagency agreenent anong early |earning coalitions,
26| local governnental agencies, providers of school readiness
27| progranms, state agencies, and the Agency for Wrkforce
28| I nnovation for the purpose of inplenmenting the schoo
29| readi ness program Agencies, organizations, or individuals
30| that receive school readiness records in order to carry out
31| their official functions nust protect the data in a manner
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1| that does not permit the personal identification of students
2| and their parents by persons other than those authorized to

3| receive the records. This section is subject to the Open

4| Government Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with s.

5] 119. 15 and shall stand repeal ed on Oct ober 2, 2005, unless

6| reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactnent by the

7| Legislature.

8 Section 12. Section 402.3016, Florida Statutes, is

9| transferred, renumbered as section 411.0111, Florida Statutes,
10| and amended to read:

11 411.0111 4623646 Early Head Start coll aboration

12| grants. --

13 (1) Subject to legislative appropriation Certirgent
14| upen—speeciiie—appropratiens, the Agency for Workforce

15| Innovati on may H-e+rida—ParthershipFfor—Sehoel—Readinress—shal-
16| establish a programto award col | aboration grants to assi st
17| |l ocal agencies in securing Early Head Start prograns through
18| Early Head Start program federal grants. The coll aboration

19| grants may only be used to shal provide the required matching
20| funds for public and private nonprofit agencies that have been
21| approved for Early Head Start program federal grants.
22 (2) Each public or anrd private nonprofit agency
23| ageneies providing Early Head Start prograns applying for
24| col l aborative grants mnust:
25 (a) Ensure quality perfornmance by neeting the
26| requirenents in the Head Start program perfornmance standards
27| and other applicable rules and regul ati ons;
28 (b) Ensure collaboration with other service providers
29| at the local level; and
30
31
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1 (c) Ensure that a conprehensive array of health,

2| nutritional, and other services are provided to the prograns

3| pregnant woren and very young children, and their fanilies.

4 (3) |If the programis established, the Agency for

5| Wirkforce Innovati on partrership shall report to the

6| Legislature on an annual basis the nunmber of agencies

7| receiving Early Head Start collaboration grants and the nunber

8| of children served.

9 (4) The Adgency for Workforce |Innovation partrership
10| may adopt rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adm nister
11| this section, including requirenents as—heeessary for the
12| award of collaboration grants to conpeting agenci es and—the
13| admnistration—efthe collaboration—grantsprogramunrder—this
14| seetion
15 Section 13. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1756

The comm ttee substitute for Senate Bill 1756 differs fromthe
bill in the foll owi ng manner:

Allows early learning coalitions to use their own staff or
contract for the delivery of non-direct services for schoo
readi ness as long as the coalitions issue a conpetitive
solicitation and

(1) receive fewer than 2 responses; or

(2) satisfy AW that they can deliver the services at a
better value to the state than the nost cost effective
and quality-effective vendor; or

(3) the services are funded by a source other than state or
federal funding.

Provi des an exenption from conpetitively soliciting until July
1, 2008 for:

- coalitions that are already providing the services using
their owm staff on May 1, 2005; and

- coalitions that inform AW and their vendors by My 1,
2005 in witing of the intention not to renew the
contract.

Provi des an exenption fromconpetitively soliciting to
coalitions contracting with a county or nunicipality.

Del etes the requirement that AW conduct a study of outcome
measures, assessnent, screenings and performance
accountability for the early |l earning system

Del etes an appropriation for the AW study.
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