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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HIR 1843
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representati ve(s) Bendross-M ndingall offered the foll ow ng:

Substitute Anmendnent for Arendnent (432841) (with ball ot
st at enent anendnent)

Renmove |ine(s) 16-86 and insert:

SECTION 1. Public education.--

(a) The education of children is a fundanental val ue of
the people of the State of Florida. It is, therefore, a
paranmount duty of the state to nake adequate provision for the
education of all children residing within its borders. Adequate
provi sion shall be made by law for a uniform efficient, safe,
secure, and high quality system of free public schools that
al l ows students to obtain a high quality education and for the
establ i shment, mai ntenance, and operation of institutions of

hi gher | earning and other public education prograns that the
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needs of the people may require. To assure that children
attendi ng public schools obtain a high quality education, the
| egi sl ature shall nake adequate provision to ensure that, by the
begi nning of the 2010 school year, there are a sufficient nunber
of classroons so that:

(1) The maxi mum nunber of students who are assigned to
each teacher who is teaching in public school classroons for
pr eki ndergarten through grade 3 does not exceed 18 students;

(2) The maxi mum nunber of students who are assigned to
each teacher who is teaching in public school classroons for
grades 4 through 8 does not exceed 22 students; and

(3) The maxi mum nunber of students who are assigned to
each teacher who is teaching in public school classroons for

grades 9 through 12 does not exceed 25 students.

The class size requirenents of this subsection do not apply to
extracurricul ar classes. Paynent of the costs associated with
reducing class size to neet these requirements is the
responsibility of the state and not of |ocal schools districts.
Beginning wth the 2003-2004 fiscal year, the |egislature shal
provi de sufficient funds to reduce the average nunber of
students in each classroom by at |east two students per year
until the maxi mum nunber of students per classroom does not
exceed the requirenments of this subsection

(b) By 2010, the average m ninumsalary for full-tine

public school teachers shall be no |l ess than the nationa

aver age begi nning pay for public school teachers, as provided by
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| aw. By 2010, the average salary for full-tine public school

t eachers shall be no | ess than the national average, as provided

by |aw. The increases in the beginning and average full -tine

public school teacher salaries shall be independent of enpl oyee

benefits and shall not alter, jeopardize, or decrease existing

enpl oyee benefits. Paynent of the costs associated with

i ncreasi ng begi nning and average teacher pay is the

responsibility of the state and not of school districts. Nothing

in this subsection shall inpair collective bargaining.
(c)fb)y Every four-year old child in Florida shall be
provi ded by the State a high quality pre-kindergarten | earning

opportunity in the formof an early chil dhood devel opnent and
educati on program whi ch shall be voluntary, high quality, free,
and delivered according to professionally accepted standards. An
early chil dhood devel opnment and education program nmeans an
organi zed program desi gned to address and enhance each child's
ability to make age appropriate progress in an appropriate range
of settings in the devel opnent of |anguage and cognitive
capabilities and enotional, social, regulatory and noral
capacities through education in basic skills and such ot her
skills as the Legislature may determ ne to be appropriate.
(d)¢e)y The early childhood education and devel opnent

prograns provided by reason of subsection (c) subparagraph—{b)
shall be inplenmented no | ater than the begi nning of the 2005

school year through funds generated in addition to those used
for existing education, health, and devel opnent prograns.

Exi sting education, health, and devel opnent prograns are those
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funded by the State as of January 1, 2002 that provided for
child or adult education, health care, or devel opnent.
ARTI CLE XI |
SCHEDULE
SECTI ON 26. Begi nning and average teacher salaries.--The

anendnent to Section 1 of Article I X relating to public

educati on, which establishes begi nning and average teacher

salaries, shall take effect July 1 follow ng approval by the

el ectors.

=========== BALLOT STATEMENT ==========
Renmove |ine(s) 90-102 and insert:
ESTABLI SHI NG BEG NNI NG AND AVERAGE TEACHER SALARI ES
Proposes an anendnent to Section 1 of Article I X and the
creation of Section 26 of Article XII of the State Constitution
to require that, by 2010, the average m ninmumsalary for full-
time public school teachers shall be no |l ess than the nationa
aver age begi nning pay for public school teachers, as provided by
law, to require that, by 2010, the average salary for full-tinme
public school teachers shall be no |l ess than the nationa
average, as provided by law, to provide that the increases in
t he begi nning and average full -tinme public school teacher
sal aries shall be independent of enployee benefits and shall not
alter, jeopardize, or decrease existing enployee benefits; to
provi de that paynment of the costs associated with increasing
begi nni ng and average teacher pay is the responsibility of the

state and not of school districts; to provide that nothing in

918435

4/ 28/ 2005 4:44:02 PM
Page 4 of 5




97
98
99

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HIR 1843
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)

t his anmendnent providing for beginning and average teacher

sal aries shall inpair collective bargaining;, and to provide for
taking effect July 1 follow ng approval by the el ectors.
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