F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1895 2005

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to economc eligibility services; anmendi ng
3 s. 409.2564, F.S.; correcting a cross reference; anending
4 S. 414.065, F.S.; aligning food stanp sanctions with

5 federal penalties; deleting provisions relating to

6 continuation of tenporary cash assistance for children

7 t hrough protective payees; anmending s. 414.095, F. S.;

8 clarifying eligibility for tenporary cash assistance for

9 teen parents; deleting additional eligibility options

10 relating to famlies containing a stepparent; correcting
11 cross references; anending s. 414.105, F. S.; aligning tine
12 [imtations for tenporary cash assistance with federal

13 requi rements; deleting provisions relating to review

14 panel s; amending s. 414.32, F.S.; deleting food stanp

15 sanctions for persons who are delinquent on child support
16 paynents; anending s. 445.048, F.S.; correcting a cross

17 reference; repealing s. 114 of ch. 2004-267, Laws of

18 Florida, relating to the Econonic Sel f-Sufficiency

19 Services programeligibility determ nation functions;
20 providing an effective date.
21

22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

23

24 Section 1. Subsection (12) of section 409.2564, Florida
25| Statutes, is anmended to read:

26 409. 2564 Actions for support. --

27 (12) The Title 1V-D agency shall review child support

28| orders in IV-D cases at | east every 3 years upon request by
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29| either party, or the agency in cases where there is an

30| assignment of support to the state under s. 414.095(7)¢8), and
31| may seek adjustnment of the order if appropriate under the

32| guidelines established in s. 61.30. Not |ess than once every 3
33| years the |IV-D agency shall provide notice to the parties

34| subject to the order informng themof their right to request a
35| review and, if appropriate, an adjustnent of the child support
36| order. Said notice requirenment nmay be net by including

37| appropriate |language in the initial support order or any

38| subsequent orders.

39 Section 2. Subsections (3) through (5) of section 414. 065,
40| Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (2) through (4),
41| respectively, and present subsections (1) and (2) of said

42| section are anended to read:

43 414.065 Nonconpliance with work requirenents.--

44 (1) PENALTIES FOR NONPARTI Cl PATI ON | N WORK REQUI REMENTS
45| AND FAI LURE TO COVPLY W TH ALTERNATI VE REQUI REMENT PLANS. - - Fhe

46 I hall blisl I : i .
47 Lt : . . . I . L fail
48| to-conply—wth the alternative reguirenentplan— |f an

49| individual in a famly receiving tenporary cash assistance fails
50| to engage in work activities required under ih—accordance—w-th

51| s. 445.024 or under an alternative requirenent plan as descri bed

52| in subsection (3), the departnent shall adm ni ster sanctions

53| consistent with federal food stanp regul ati ons as provi ded under

54| 7 CF.R part 273, including the state option to disqualify the

55| entire household when the head of the household is nonconpliant

56| f{oellowng—penalties—shall—apply. Prior to the inposition of a
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57| sanction, the participant shall be notified orally or in witing
58| that the participant is subject to sanction and that action wll
59| be taken to inpose the sanction unless the participant conplies

60 with the work activity requirenents or the alternative

61| requirenent plan. The participant shall be counseled as to the

62| consequences of nonconpliance and, if appropriate, shall be

63| referred for services that could assist the participant to fully
64| conply with programrequirenments. |If the participant has good

65| cause for nonconpliance or denonstrates satisfactory conpliance,
66| the sanction shall not be inposed. If the participant has

67| subsequently obtained enploynent, the participant shall be

68| counseled regarding the transitional benefits that nmay be

69| available and provided informati on about how to access such

70| benefits. The departnent shall adm nister sanctions related to
71| food stanps consistent with federal regul ations.

72
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74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84

Page 3 of 15

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1895-00



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111

HB 1895 2005

Page 4 of 15

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1895-00



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138

HB 1895 2005

Page 5of 15

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1895-00



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1895 2005

139 {e)}—The department—may pay—incidental —expensesor travel
140| expensestor costsdirectly related to performance of the duties

141 : ) ol I o
142| eofthis—subsection—

143 Section 3. Subsections (5) through (19) of section

144| 414.095, Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (4)

145| through (18), respectively, and paragraph (a) of subsection (2),
146| present subsection (4), paragraphs (c) and (e) of present

147| subsection (15), and present subsection (17) of said section are
148| anended to read:

149 414.095 Determning eligibility for tenporary cash
150| assistance.--

151 (2) ADDITIONAL ELI A BILITY REQU REMENTS. - -

152 (a) To be eligible for services or tenporary cash

153| assistance and Medi cai d:

154 1. An applicant nmust be a United States citizen, or a
155| qualified noncitizen, as defined in this section.

156 2. An applicant nust be a |legal resident of the state.
157 3. Each nenber of a famly nust provide to the depart nent
158| the nenber's social security nunber or shall provide proof of
159| application for a social security nunber. An individual who
160| fails to provide te—the-department a social security nunber, or
161| proof of application for a social security nunber, is not

162| eligible to participate in the program

163 4. A mnor child nust reside with a custodial parent or
164| parents, e~ wWith a relative caretaker who is within the

165| specified degree of blood relationship as defined by 45 CF R

166| part 233 under—this—chapter, or, if the minor is a teen parent
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167 with a child, in a setting approved by the departnent as

168| provided in subsection (14).

169 5. Each famly nust have a mnor child and neet the incone
170| and resource requirenents of the program Al mnor children who
171 live in the famly, as well as the parents of the mnor

172| children, shall be included in the eligibility determ nation

173| unless specifically excluded.

174 {4y STEPPARENTS. - - A fam-ly that contains—a-stepparent—has
175 : : o . : :

176
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195
196
197
198
199

200| inconme-and resources fromthe stepparent-—shall be includedin
201 I o L aibility

202 ey—Afamly-that containstwo-stepparents,—w-th-or
203| wi-thout—a mutual—mnor—child—does not-have the optionto
204| exclude a -stepparentfromthe famly,—and the inconre—and

205 : I be_incl uded i I -
206| eH-gibity—

207 (14) (35> PROH BI TI ONS AND RESTRI CTI ONS. - -
208 (c) The teen parent is not required to live with a parent,

209| l|egal guardian, or other adult caretaker relative if the

210| departnment determ nes that:

211 1. The teen parent has suffered or m ght suffer harmin
212| the home of the parent, |egal guardian, or adult caretaker

213| relative.

214 2. The requirenent is not in the best interest of the teen
215| parent or the child. If the departnment determnes that it is not
216| in the best interest of the teen parent or child to reside with
217| a parent, legal guardian, or other adult caretaker relative, the
218| departnent shall provide or assist the teen parent in finding a
219| suitable home, a second-chance hone, a maternity honme, or other

220| appropriate adult-supervised supportive living arrangenment. Such

221| living arrangenent may include a shelter obligation in
222| accordance with subsection (10)H-
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223
224| The departnent may not delay providing tenporary cash assi stance
225| to the teen parent through the alternative payee designated by
226| the departnment pending a determ nation as to where the teen

227| parent should live and sufficient tinme for the nove itself. A
228| teen parent determ ned to need placenent that is unavail able
229| shall continue to be eligible for tenporary cash assi stance so
230| long as the teen parent cooperates with the departnment and the
231| Departnment of Health. The teen parent shall be provided with

232| counseling to make the transition fromindependence to

233| supervised living and with a choice of |iving arrangenents.

234 (e) If a parent or caretaker relative does not assign any
235| rights a fam |y nenber may have to support from any ot her person
236| as required by subsection (7)(8), tenporary cash assistance to
237| the entire famly shall be denied until the parent or caretaker
238| relative assigns the rights to the departnent.

239 (16) (34 PROPORTI ONAL REDUCTI ON. --1f the Social Services
240| Estimating Conference forecasts an increase in the tenporary

241| cash assistance caseload and there is insufficient funding, a
242| proportional reduction as determ ned by the departnent shall be

243| applied to the levels of tenporary cash assistance in subsection

244 (10) (31

245 Section 4. Section 414.105, Florida Statutes, is anended
246| to read:

247 414.105 Tine limtations of tenporary cash

248| assistance.--Except as Unless ot herwi se expressly provided in
249| this section ehapter, an applicant or current participant shal

250| receive tenporary cash assistance for no episedes—ofhot—npre
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288
289 H-mt+—of 48 npnths— Hardship exenptions to the tine limtations
290| provided in this section efthis—chapter shall be limted to 20

291| percent of the average nonthly casel oad, as determ ned by the

292| departnent in cooperation with Workforce Florida, Inc. Criteria

293| for hardship exenptions include:

294 (a) Dligent participation in activities, conbined with

295| inability to obtain enpl oynent.

296 (b) Dligent participation in activities, conbined with

297| extraordinary barriers to enploynent, including the conditions

298| which may result in an exenption to work requirenents.

299 (c) Significant barriers to enploynent, conbined with a

300| need for additional tine.

301 (d) Dligent participation in activities and a need by

302| teen parents for an exenption in order to have 24 nonths of

303| eligibility beyond recei pt of the high school diploma or

304| equivalent.

305 (e) A recommendation of extension for a mnor child of a

306| participating famly that has reached the end of the eligibility
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307| period for tenporary cash assistance. The recommendati on must be
308| the result of a review which determnes that the term nation of

309 the child' s tenporary cash assistance would be likely to result

310( in the child being placed into enmergency shelter or foster care.
311 i i
312
313
314| i hild . . . : I
315| assistance through a protective payee.

316 2)(5: it I . L o I .
317 3)— A victimof donestic violence may be granted a hardship

318| exenption if the effects of such donestic violence delay or
319 otherwise interrupt or adversely affect the individual's

320| participation in the program

321 (3)66) The departnment, in cooperation with Wrkforce
322| Florida, Inc., shall establish a procedure for approving

323| hardship exenptions and for review ng hardship cases at |east
324| once every 2 years. Regional workforce boards nay assist in

325| nmaking these determ nations. Fhe—conposition—ofany review panel
326 . . . :

327

328

329

330| 112061

331 (4)A For individuals who have noved from anot her state,

332| the nonths in which tenporary cash assi stance was recei ved under

333| a block grant programthat provided tenporary assistance for
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334| needy famlies in any state shall count towards the cunul ative
335 48-nonth benefit limt for tenporary cash assi stance.

336 (5)68)» For individuals subject to a tine |imtation under
337| the Famly Transition Act of 1993, that tinme limtation shal

338| continue to apply. Months in which tenporary cash assi stance was
339| received through the famly transition program shall count

340| towards the tinme limtations under this section chapter.

341 (6) 9> Except when tenmporary cash assistance was received
342 through the famly transition program the calcul ation of the
343| time limtation for tenmporary cash assistance shall begin with
344| the first nonth of receipt of tenporary cash assistance after
345| the effective date of this act.

346 (7)) Child-only cases are not subject to tine

347| limtations, and tenporary cash assistance received while an
348| individual is a mnor child shall not count towards tine

349| limtations.

350 (8) - An individual who receives benefits under the

351| Supplenmental Security Incone (SSI) program or the Soci al

352| Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) programis not subject to
353| time limtations. An individual who has applied for supplenental
354| security income (SSI) or supplenental security disability incone
355 (SSDI )+~ but has not yet received a determ nation nust be granted
356| an extension of tine limts until the individual receives a

357| final determ nation on the SSI or SSDI application.

358| Determnation shall be considered final once all appeals have
359| been exhausted, benefits have been received, or denial has been

360 accepted wi thout any appeal. Wile awaiting a final

361| determ nation, the sueh individual nmust continue to neet al
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362| programrequirenents assigned to the participant based on

363 medical ability to conply. If a final determnation results in
364| the denial of benefits for supplenmental security incone (SSI) or
365| supplenental security disability inconme (SSDI), any period

366| during which the recipient received assistance under this

367| section ehapter shall be counted in ceunt—against the

368| recipient's 48-nonth lifetine limt.

369 (9)2- A person who is totally responsible for the

370| personal care of a disabled famly nenber is not subject to tine

371 limtations if the need for the care is verified and alternative
372| care is not available for the famly nmenber. The depart nment

373| shall annually evaluate an individual's qualifications for this
374| exenption.

375 (10) 33> A nenber of the staff of the regional workforce
376| board shall interview and assess the enpl oynent prospects and

377| barriers of each participant who is within 6 nonths of reaching
378| the 48-nonth 24-menth tine limt. The staff nmenber shall assi st

379| the participant in identifying actions necessary to becone

380| enployed prior to reaching the benefit tine [imt for tenporary
381| cash assistance and, if appropriate, shall refer the participant
382| for services that could facilitate enpl oynent.

383 Section 5. Subsections (3) through (5) of section 414. 32,

384| Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (2) through (4),
385| respectively, and present subsection (2) of said sectionis

386| anended to read:

387 414.32 Prohibitions and restrictions with respect to food
388| stanps. --
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389 2 —BF-SQUALHRCAH-ON-FOR—CHIH-D-SUPPORT-ARREARS —-An

390! individual is ineliaibl o . he f I
391 i '

392
393
394| doesnot—applyif-the couwrt s allowngthe individualto delay
395 . . o .

396
397
398 Section 6. Subsection (3) of section 445.048, Florida
399| Statutes, as anended by chapter 2004-269, Laws of Florida, is
400 anended to read:

401 445. 048 Passport to Econom c Progress denonstration

402| program - -

403 (3) INCOVE DI SREGARD. - -1 n order to provide an additional
404| incentive for enploynent, and notw thstandi ng the anount

405| specified in s. 414.095(11)32), for individuals residing in the
406| areas designated for this denponstration program the first $300
407| plus one-half of the remainder of earned incone shall be

408| disregarded in determning eligibility for tenporary cash

409| assistance. Al other conditions and requirenents of s.

410| 414.095(11)¢*2) shall continue to apply to such individuals.

411 Section 7. Section 114 of chapter 2004- 267, Laws of

412 Florida, is repeal ed.

413 Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
Page 15 of 15

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1895-00



