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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SJR 2090

Bar code 301386

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Conmittee on Educati on Appropriations (Lynn) recomended

the foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the resolving cl ause

and insert:

That the foll owi ng amendnent to Section 1 of Article IX
and the creation of Section 26 of Article XIlI of the State
Constitution are agreed to and shall be submtted to the
electors of this state for approval or rejection at the next
general election or at an earlier special election
specifically authorized by |aw for that purpose:

ARTI CLE | X
EDUCATI ON

SECTION 1. Public education.--

(a) The education of children is a fundanental val ue
of the people of the State of Florida. It is, therefore, a
paramount duty of the state to nake adequate provision for the
education of all children residing within its borders.
Adequat e provision shall be made by law for a uniform
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efficient, safe, secure, and high quality systemof free
public schools that allows students to obtain a high quality
education and for the establishnent, maintenance, and
operation of institutions of higher |earning and other public
education prograns that the needs of the people nmay require.
To assure that children attendi ng public schools obtain a high
qual ity education, the | egislature shall nmake adequate
provision to ensure that, by the beginning of the 2007 2616
school year, there are a sufficient nunber of classroons so

t hat :

(1) The district average paxi+um nunber of students

who are assigned to each teacher who is teaching in public
school classroons for prekindergarten through grade 3 does not
exceed 18 students;

(2) The district average maxi+um nunber of students

who are assigned to each teacher who is teaching in public
school classroons for grades 4 through 8 does not exceed 22

students; and

(3) The district average max+m nunber of students
who are assigned to each teacher who is teaching in public
school classroons for grades 9 through 12 does not exceed 25

st udent s.

The cl ass size requirenents of this subsection do not apply to
extracurricular classes. Paynent of the costs associated with
reduci ng class size to neet these requirenents is the
responsibility of the state and not of |ocal school seheots
districts. Beginning with the 2003-2004 fiscal year, the

| egi sl ature shall provide sufficient funds to reduce the
district average class size nurber—of—students—in—each
etasstoeom by at | east two students per year until the district
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average cl ass si ze maxirumhurber—eof—studenrts—per—etassroom

does not exceed the requirements of this subsection

(b) The mininmum salary for each public school teacher

shall be provided by | aw but nmust be no |less than $35, 000 and

must be hi gher than the national average beqgi nning salary for

public school teachers.

(c) by Every four-year old child in Florida shall be

provided by the State a high quality prekindergarten
pre—kindergarten | earning opportunity in the formof an early

chi | dhood devel opnent and educati on program which shall be

voluntary, high quality, free, and delivered according to
prof essionally accepted standards. An early chil dhood
devel opnent and educati on program neans an organi zed program
designed to address and enhance each child's ability to make
age appropriate progress in an appropriate range of settings
in the devel opment of |anguage and cognitive capabilities and
enmotional, social, regulatory and noral capacities through
education in basic skills and such other skills as the
Legi sl ature may deternine to be appropriate.

(d) ey The early chil dhood educati on and devel oprent

prograns provided by reason of subsection (c) subparagraph—(b);
shal |l be inplenented no later than the begi nning of the 2005

school year through funds generated in addition to those used
for existing education, health, and devel opnent prograns.
Exi sting education, health, and devel opnent prograns are those
funded by the State as of January 1, 2002, that provided for
child or adult education, health care, or devel opnent.
ARTI CLE Xl |
SCHEDULE

SECTI ON 26. Maxi mum cl ass size and ni ni nrum t eacher

salary.--The anendnent to Section 1 of Article IXrelating to
3
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public education, which provides that maxi num cl ass si ze

requi renents shall be based on the district average number of

students who are assigned to a teacher in specified grades and

whi ch establishes a mninmumteacher salary, shall take effect

July 1 following its approval by the el ectors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the follow ng statenent be

pl aced on the ballot:
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDIVENT

ARTI CLE I X; SECTION 1; ARTICLE XII, SECTION 26

REVI SI NG MAXI MUM CLASS SI ZE REQUI REMENTS AND
ESTABLI SH NG A M NI MUM TEACHER SALARY. - - Proposi ng an anmendnent
to Section 1 of Article | X and the creation of Section 26 of
Article XIl of the State Constitution to provide that maxi mum
class size requirenments shall be based on the district average
nunber of students who are assigned to a teacher in specified
grades; to nove forward the date for inplenentation of the
class size requirenments; to require that the mnimum sal ary
for each public school teacher shall be no | ess than $35, 000
and shall be higher than the national average begi nning sal ary
for public school teachers as provided by law, and to provide

for taking effect July 1 follow ng approval by the electors.

—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

Del ete everything before the resol ving cl ause

and insert:
Senate Joi nt Resol ution No.
A joint resolution proposing an amendnent to
4
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Section 1 of Article I X of the State
Constitution, relating to public education, to
amend the cl ass-size requirenents for students
in grades prekindergarten through 12 and to
prescri be m nimum sal ary standards for public
school teachers, and the creation of Section 26
of Article XIl of the State Constitution to

prescribe a schedule for such anendment.
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