Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2176
By Senator Posey

24-1239A- 05
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to electors and el ecti ons;
3 anmending s. 97.012, F.S.; authorizing the
4 Secretary of State to issue binding directives
5 to the supervisors of elections or the county
6 canvassi ng boards; providing penalties for
7 failure to follow such a directive; authorizing
8 the Secretary of State to delegate certain
9 duties to voter registration officials;
10 anmending s. 97.021, F.S.; redefining the term
11 "lists of registered electors"” to include the
12 i nformati on nmai ntai ned by the Departnent of
13 State in the statewi de voter registration
14 system defining the term"voter registration
15 official"; amending s. 97.051, F.S.; revising
16 the oath required upon registering to vote
17 anmending s. 97.052, F.S.; revising the contents
18 of the uniform statew de voter registration
19 application; amending s. 97.053, F.S.; revising
20 provi si ons governing the acceptance of voter
21 regi stration applications by the supervisor of
22 el ections; requiring that an applicant conplete
23 a registration application before the date of
24 book closing in order to be eligible to vote in
25 that election; revising the information
26 required on the registration application
27 requiring the Departnment of State to verify the
28 authenticity or nonexistence of a registrant's
29 driver's license, identification card, or
30 soci al security nunber; providing for a
31 provi sional ballot to be issued if such
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1 i nformati on cannot be verified by the book

2 cl osing date; anmending s. 97.0535, F.S.

3 revising requirenments for voters who register

4 by mail and who have not previously voted in

5 the state; anending s. 97.055, F.S.; linmting

6 the updates that may be nade to registration

7 i nformati on follow ng book closing; anmending s.
8 97.057, F.S.; revising the requirements for

9 voter registration conducted by the Departnent
10 of Highway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles; requiring
11 that the departnment electronically transmt

12 information to the statewi de voter registration
13 system providing additional duties to the

14 Department of State and the Departnent of

15 Hi ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles with respect
16 to retaining records, conparing address

17 i nformati on, and verifying the accuracy of

18 driver's license information; anmending s.

19 97.058, F.S.; clarifying the duties of voter
20 regi stration agencies; anmending s. 97.061,
21 F.S.; revising certain requirenents for
22 regi stering electors who require assistance;
23 conform ng provisions to changes nmade by the
24 act; amending s. 97.071, F.S.; specifying the
25 information to be included on the voter
26 i nformati on card; anending s. 97.073, F.S.
27 relating to the disposition of voter
28 regi stration applications; confornmnng
29 provi si ons; anending s. 97.1031, F.S.; revising
30 requi renents for a voter who changes his or her
31 resi dence, nane, or party affiliation; anmending
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1 s. 97.105, F.S.; providing for the registration
2 of electors by voter registration officials;

3 anmending s. 98.015, F.S.; revising the duties
4 of the supervisor of elections with respect to
5 the statewi de voter registration system

6 requiring that each supervisor nmaintain lists
7 of valid residential street addresses; creating
8 s. 98.035, F.S.; requiring that the Secretary
9 of State inplenent, operate, and maintain the
10 statewi de voter registration system

11 prohi biting the Departnment of State from

12 contracting with a private entity for operation
13 of the system authorizing the departnment to
14 adopt rules; anmending s. 98.045, F.S.

15 requiring that the departnment determne the

16 eligibility of voter applicants; providing for
17 the renoval of registered voters; requiring

18 that records be nmintained for a specified

19 period; requiring that the departnment naintain
20 a statewi de el ectronic database of valid street
21 addresses and make such database available to
22 t he Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mot or

23 Vehi cl es; authorizing the departnment to adopt
24 rul es; amending s. 98.065, F.S.; providing

25 requi renents for the Departnment of State and
26 t he Supervisors of Elections in maintaining

27 voter registration records; providing

28 requi renents for address-confirmation notices;
29 prohi biting the renmoval of a voter's name from
30 the statewi de voter registration systemlater
31 than a specified period before a federa
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1 el ecti on under certain circunstances; anending
2 s. 98.075, F.S.; requiring that the departnent
3 i dentify duplicate registrations and

4 regi strations of deceased persons, persons

5 adj udi cated nmentally i ncapacitated, and fel ons;
6 provi di ng procedures for removal of such

7 persons fromthe statew de voter registration
8 system creating s. 98.0755, F.S.; providing a
9 procedure for appealing a determ nation of

10 ineligibility in circuit court; anmending s.

11 98.077, F.S.; revising the procedures for

12 updating a voter signature to conformto

13 changes made by the act; anending s. 98.081

14 F.S.; providing requirenments for the renoval of
15 names fromthe statew de voter registration

16 system conform ng term nol ogy; amending s.

17 98.093, F.S.; revising requirenents by which
18 specified officials are required to furnish

19 information to the Department of State;
20 requiring the Departnment of Law Enforcenent to
21 furnish lists of felons; requiring the Board of
22 Executive Clenency to furnish lists of
23 i ndi vi dual s who have been granted cl enmency;
24 requiring the Department of Corrections to
25 furnish lists of inmates; requiring the
26 Department of Hi ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles
27 to furnish lists of individuals whose nanes
28 have been renoved fromthe driver's |icense
29 dat abase; anending s. 98.212, F.S.; requiring
30 that the Departnment of State furnish certain
31 statistical and other information to
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1 uni versities and coll eges, governnenta

2 agencies, and political conmttees; anending s.
3 98.461, F.S., relating to voter registration

4 i nformati on; conforning provisions to changes
5 made by the act; anmending s. 100.371, F.S.

6 revising the date for filing initiative

7 petitions with the Secretary of State; revising
8 procedures for validating signatures;

9 authorizing the departnent to adopt rules;

10 anmending s. 101.043, F.S.; specifying the types
11 of identification that constitute valid picture
12 i dentification for purposes of voter

13 i dentification; providing for electronically
14 recordi ng signatures; anending s. 101. 045

15 F.S., relating to voting followi ng a change in
16 resi dence or nane; conform ng provisions to

17 changes made by the act; anending s. 101.048
18 F.S., relating to provisional ballots;

19 conform ng provisions; anending s. 101.5608

20 F.S.; providing for alternative nethods of

21 recording a signature for purposes of voting;
22 anending s. 101.663, F.S.; deleting provisions
23 governing a change of residence to another

24 county in the state; anending ss. 101.6921 and
25 101.6923, F.S., relating to absentee ballots;
26 conform ng cross-references and ot her

27 provi si ons; anending s. 102.012, F.S.

28 requiring the supervisor to provide |ists of

29 regi stered electors to the i nspectors of

30 el ection; anmending s. 104.051, F.S.; providing
31 for a civil penalty to be assessed against a

5
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2176
24-1239A- 05

1 supervi sor or nenber of a county canvassing

2 board for willful failure to followi ng a

3 bi ndi ng directive of the Secretary of State

4 anending s. 120.52, F.S.; redefining the term

5 "rule" for purposes of ch. 120, F.S., to

6 excl ude advi sory opi nions issued by the

7 Department of State and directives issued by

8 the Secretary of State; repealing ss. 98.055

9 98. 075, 98.095, 98.0977, 98.0979, 98.101

10 98. 181, 98.231, 98.451, and 98.481, F.S.

11 relating to the mai ntenance of registration

12 lists, county registers, the voter registration

13 dat abase, specifications for registration files

14 and forns, the supervisor's indexes and

15 records, duties of the supervisor, and

16 chal l enges to el ectors; providing effective

17 dat es.

18

19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

20

21 Section 1. Section 97.012, Florida Statutes, is

22| anended to read:

23 97.012 Secretary of State as chief election

24| officer.--The Secretary of State is the chief election officer
25| of the state, and it is his or her responsibility to:

26 (1) Obtain and maintain uniformty in the application
27| operation, and interpretation of the election laws. |n

28| achieving this objective, the Secretary of State, or his or
29| her designee, may issue binding directives to the supervisors
30| of elections or the county canvassing boards when the

31| Secretary of State determines that a lack of uniformity exists

6
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in the application, operation, or interpretation of the

election laws. A willful failure to follow directives issued

by the Secretary of State shall subject the violator to the

penalties in s. 104.051(5). The Secretary of State may file

conplaints with the Florida Elections Conm ssion alleging a

violation of s. 104.051(5).

(2) Provide uniform standards for the proper and
equitable inplementation of the registration | aws.

(3) Actively seek out and collect the data and
statistics necessary to know edgeably scrutinize the
ef fecti veness of election |aws.

(4) Provide technical assistance to the supervisors of
el ections on voter education and el ecti on personnel training
servi ces.

(5) Provide technical assistance to the supervisors of
el ections on voting systens.

(6) Provide voter education assistance to the public.

(7) Coordinate the state's responsibilities under the
Nati onal Voter Registration Act of 1993.

(8) Provide training to all affected state agencies on
the necessary procedures for proper inplenmentation of this
chapter.

(9) Ensure that all registration applications and
forms prescribed or approved by the departnment are in
conpliance with the Voting Ri ghts Act of 1965.

(10) Coordinate with the United States Departnent of
Def ense so that arned forces recruitnment offices administer
voter registration in a manner consistent with the procedures
set forth in this code for voter regi stration agenci es.

(11) Create and adnini ster wmeintainr a statew de voter
registration systemas required by the Help Anerica Vote Act
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of 2002 database. The Secretary of State may del egate duties

concerning voter registration and activities involving records

mai nt enance to voter registration officials. Any

responsibilities delegated by the Secretary of State shall be

perforned in accordance with state and federal | aw

(12) Maintain a voter fraud hotline and provide
el ection fraud education to the public.

(13) Designate an office within the departnent to be
responsi ble for providing informati on regardi ng voter
regi stration procedures and absentee ball ot procedures to
absent unifornmed services voters and overseas voters.

Section 2. Subsection (13) of section 97.021, Florida
Statutes, is anended, present subsections (38) and (39) of
that section are redesignated as subsections (39) and (40),
respectively, and a new subsection (38) is added to that
section, to read

97.021 Definitions.--For the purposes of this code,
except where the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
term

(13) "Lists of registered el ectors" nmeans nanes and

associated informati on eeptes—ef—printedtists of registered

el ectors nmintained by the departnment in the statew de voter

registration system or generated or derived fromthe statew de

voter registration system Lists may be produced in printed or

el ectroni c format —eerputer—tapes—or—disks—er—any—other

i I . : . . .
reecerds.

(38) "Voter registration official" neans any

supervisor of elections or individual authorized by the

Secretary of State to accept voter registration applications
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and execute updates to the statew de voter registration

system
Section 3. Section 97.051, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

97.051 Cath upon registering.--A person registering to
vote nust subscribe to the following oath: "I do solemly
swear (or affirm that | will protect and defend the
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the
State of Florida, that | amqualified to register as an
el ector under the Constitution and | aws of the State of
Florida, and that all information provided in this application
is true +—ama—eitizenof the UnitedStates—andategal
restdent—of—Horida. "

Section 4. Section 97.052, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

97.052 Uniform statew de voter registration
application.--

(1) The department shall prescribe a uniform statew de
voter registration application for use in this state.

(a) The uniform statewi de voter registration
application nmust be accepted for any one or nore of the
fol |l owi ng purposes:

1. Initial registration.

2 Change of address.

3 Change of party affiliation.

4. Change of nane.

5 Repl acenent of a voter information registratioen
Fdentifieation card.

6. Signature update.

(b) The departnment is responsible for printing the
uni form statewi de voter registration application and the voter
9

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2176
24-1239A- 05

1| registration application form prescribed by the Federal

2| Election Assistance Conmi ssion pursuant to federal |aw the

3| Natienal—Veter—Registratien—~Aet—of—1993 The applications and
4| fornms nmust be distributed, upon request, to the follow ng:

5 1. Individuals seeking to register to vote or update a
6| voter registration record.

7 2. Individuals or groups conducting voter registration
8| prograns. A charge of 1 cent per application shall be assessed
9| on requests for 10,000 or nore applications.

10 3. The Departnment of Hi ghway Safety and NMbtor

11| Vehicles.

12 4. Voter registration agencies.

13 5. Arned forces recruitment offices.

14 6. Qualifying educational institutions.

15 7. Supervisors, who nust nake the applications and

16| forns available in the follow ng manner

17 a. By distributing the applications and fornms in their
18| offices to any individual or group

19 b. By distributing the applications and forns at other
20| locations designated by each supervisor
21 c. By nmiling the applications and fornms to applicants
22| upon the request of the applicant.
23 (c) The uniform statewi de voter registration
24| application may be reproduced by any private individual or
25| group, provided the reproduced application is in the sanme
26| format as the application prescribed under this section
27 (2) The uniform statewi de voter registration
28| application nmust be designed to elicit the follow ng
29| information fromthe applicant:
30 (a) Last, first, and m ddle Fa nanme,_ including any
31| suffix.
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(b) Date of birth.
(c) Address of |egal residence.
(d) Miiling address, if different.
(e) County of |egal residence.
¢ ” : : : :
b‘eeﬂ—g'Fa'H't—ed—a—h'&FFE'S't—ea‘d—e*eFFp{—Feﬂ—Ff—a'ﬁ'y—. 7 i 0
(f)égr Race or ethnicity that best describes the
applicant:
1. American Indian or Al askan Native.
2 Asi an or Pacific Islander
3 Bl ack, not Hi spanic.
4. \Wite, not Hispanic.
5 Hi spani c.
(g State or country of birth.
(h) 6 Sex.
() Party affiliation
(jJ)Ha Whether the applicant needs assistance in

(KY€ Nanme and address where | ast registered.

()€ Last four digits of the applicant's socia
security number.

(mMé Florida driver's |icense nunber or the
identification nunber froma Florida identification card
i ssued under s. 322.051.

(n) An indication if the applicant has not been issued

a Florida driver's license, a Florida identification card, or

a_social security nunmber.

(o) Tel ephone nunber eptionraly-.

(p) E-mnil address.

(g)€p> Signature of applicant under penalty for false
swearing pursuant to s. 104.011, by which the person
11
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subscribes to the oath required by s. 3, Art. VI of the State
Constitution and s. 97.051, and swears or affirms that the
i nformati on contained in the registration application is true.
(r)éer Whether the application is being used for
initial registration, to update a voter registration record,
or to request a replacenment voter information registratioen
Hentiteatton card.
(s) Wether the applicant is a citizen of the

United States by asking the qguestion "Are you a citizen of the

United States of Anerica?" and providing boxes for the

applicant to check to indicate whether the applicant is or is

not a citizen of the United States.
(t)€s> Whether Fhrat the applicant has ret been

convicted of a felony, and e+, if convicted, has had his or

her civil rights restored by including the statement "I affirm

| amnot a convicted felon, or if | am ny rights relating to

voting have been restored" and providing a box for the

applicant to affirmthe statenent.
(u) > Whether Fhrat the applicant has ret been

adj udi cated nmentally incapacitated with respect to voting or,

if so adjudicated, has had his or her right to vote restored

by including the statenent "I affirm | have not been

adj udi cated nentally incapacitated with respect to voting or,

if | have, ny conpetency has been restored" and providing a

box for the applicant to check to affirmthe statenent.

The registration application ferm nmust be in plain |anguage

and designed so that convicted felons whose civil rights have

been restored and persons who have been adjudicated nmentally

i ncapacitated and have had their voting rights restored are

not required to reveal their prior conviction or adjudication
12
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1 (3) The uniform statew de voter registration

2| application nmust al so contain:

3 (a) The oath required by s. 3, Art. VI of the State

4| Constitution and s. 97.051

5 (b) A statenment specifying each eligibility

6| requirenment under s. 97.041.

7 (c) The penalties provided in s. 104.011 for false

8| swearing in connection with voter registration.

9 (d) A statenment that, if an applicant declines to

10| register to vote, the fact that the applicant has declined to
11| register will remain confidential and may be used only for

12| voter registration purposes.

13 (e) A statenment that inforns the applicant who chooses
14| to register to vote or update a voter registration record that
15| the office at which the applicant submits a voter registration
16| application or updates a voter registration record will remain
17| confidential and nay be used only for voter registration

18| purposes.

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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(f)éer A statenent inform ng an the applicant who has

not been issued a Florida driver's |license, a Florida

identification card, or a social security nunber that if the

application fermis submitted by mail and the applicant is
registering for the first tine in Florida, the applicant wll
be required to provide identification prior to voting the
first tinme.

(4) A supervisor may produce a voter registration
application that has the supervisor's direct mailing address
if the departnent has reviewed the application and determn ned
that it is substantially the sane as the uniform statew de
voter registration application.

(5) The voter registration application form prescribed
by the Federal El ection Assistance Conmmi ssion pursuant to
federal |aw the—Natienal—Veter—Registration—~Aet—of+—1993 or the
federal postcard application nmust be accepted as an
application for registration in this state if the conpleted
application or postcard application contains the informtion
required by the constitution and |aws of this state.

Section 5. Section 97.053, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

97. 053 Acceptance of voter registration
applications.--

(1) Voter registration applications, changes in
regi stration, and requests for a replacenent voter information

registratien—identifieatien card nust be accepted in the

of fice of any supervisor, the division, a driver |icense

office, a voter registration agency, or an arned forces
recrui tnent office when hand delivered by the applicant or a
third party during the hours that office is open or when
mai | ed.

14
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1 (2) A eorpleted voter registration application is

2| conpl ete and that—eontatns—theinformatior—necessary—te

3| estabHsh—anapptHeant-—s—-etgibiHtypursuant—to—s—97-041

4| becomes the official voter registration record of that

5| applicant when all infornmation necessary to establish the

6| applicant's eligibility pursuant to s. 97.041 is received by a
7| voter registration official and verified pursuant to

8| subsection (6) the—approprate——superviser. |f the applicant

9| fails to conplete his or her voter registration application

10| before the date of book closing for an election, such

11| applicant is not eligible to vote in that election.

12 (3) The registration date for a valid initial voter

13| registration application that has been hand delivered is the
14| date when the application is received by a driver |icense

15| office, a voter registration agency, an arned forces

16| recruitnent office, the division, or the office of any

17| supervisor in the state.

18 (4) The registration date for a valid initial voter

19| registration application that has been nmailed to a driver

20| license office, a voter reqgistration agency, an arned forces
21| recruitnent office, the division, or the office of any

22| supervisor in the state and bears a clear postmark is the date
23| of that the postmark. If an initial voter registration

24| application that has been nmil ed does not bear a postnark or
25| if the postmark is unclear, the registration date is the date
26| the application registratien is received by any voter

27| reqgistration official superviser—er—the—divisien, unless it is
28| received within 5 days after the closing of the books for an
29| el ection, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and |egal holidays, in
30| which case the registration date is the book-closing date.

31
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(5)(a) A voter registration application is conplete if

it contains the following information necessary to establish

eligibility pursuant to s. 97.041:

1. The applicant's nane.

2. The applicant's |egal residence address.

3. The applicant's date of birth.

4. A mark in the checkbox affirm ng Ar—trdiecatien that

the applicant is a citizen of the United States.

5.a. The applicant's current and valid Florida

driver's license nunber or— the identification nunber froma
Florida identification card issued under s. 322.051, - or

b. |If the applicant has not been issued a current and

valid Florida driver's license or a Florida identification

card, the last four digits of the applicant's social security

number .

In the case where an applicant has not been issued a current

and valid Florida driver's license, Florida identification

card, or social security nunber, the applicant shall affirm

this fact in the manner prescribed in the uniform statew de

voter registration application.
6. A mark in the checkbox affirm ng Ar—+rdieatioen that

the applicant has not been convicted of a felony or that, if

convicted, has had his or her civil rights restored.
7. A mark in the checkbox affirn ng Ar+ndieatioen that

the applicant has not been adjudicated nentally incapacitated

with respect to voting or that, if so adjudicated, has had his
or her right to vote restored.

8. The original signature or a digital signature

transmtted by the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbtor

Vehi cl es of the applicant swearing or affirmng under the
16
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penalty for false swearing pursuant to s. 104.011 that the

i nformati on contained in the registration application is true
and subscribing to the oath required by s. 3, Art. VI of the
State Constitution and s. 97.051.

(b) An applicant who fails to designate party
affiliation nmust be registered without party affiliation. The
supervi sor nmust notify the voter by nmail that the voter has
been regi stered without party affiliation and that the voter
may change party affiliation as provided in s. 97.1031

(6) A voter reqgistration application may be accepted

as valid only after the departnment has verified the

authenticity or nonexistence of the driver's |license nunber,

the Florida identification card nunber, or last four digits of

the social security nunber provided by the applicant. If a

conpleted voter reqgistration application has been received by

the book closing deadline but the driver's |icense nunber,

Florida identification card nunber, or last four digits of the

social security nunber provided by the applicant cannot be

verified before the applicant presents hinself or herself to

vote, the applicant shall be provided a provisional ballot.

The provisional ballot shall be counted only if the

application is verified by the end of the canvassing period or

if the applicant presents evidence to the supervisor of

el ections which is sufficient to verify the authenticity of

the driver's license nunber, Florida identification card

nunber, or last four digits of the social security nunber

provided on the application no later than 5 p.m of the third

day following the election.

(7) Al voter registration applications received by a

voter registration official shall be entered into the

17
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statewi de voter registration systemw thin 15 days after

receipt.
Section 6. Section 97.0535, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

97.0535 Special requirenents for certain voters
appHeants. - -

(1) Each voter appHeanrt who registers by mail and who

has never previously voted in the state and who the departnent

has verified has not been issued a current and valid Florida

driver's license, Florida identification card, or socia

security nunber eeunty shall be required to provide a copy of

a current and valid identification, as provided in subsection

(3), or indicate that he or she is exenpt fromthe

requi renents prior to voting. Such Fhe—appH-eant—way provide

the identification or indication nay be provided at the tine

of registering, or at any tine prior to voting for the first
time in the state esunty. If the voter registration
application clearly provides information fromwhich a voter

registration official the—superwvise+r can determ ne that the
vot er appHeant neets at | east one of the exenptions in

subsection (4), the voter reqgistration official superviser

shall make the notation on the registration records of the

statewi de voter registration system and the voter appH-eant

shall not be required to provide the identification required

by this section f#wther—infermationthatisrequiredofFirst
(2) The voter reqgistration official superviser—of
eleetiens shall, upon accepting the voter registration

application submitted under subsection (1) fer—an—-appH-eant

counrty, determne if the voter appH-eant provided the required
18
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1| identification at the tinme of registering. If the required
2| identification was not provided, the supervisor shall notify
3| the voter appteant that he or she must provide the

4| identification prior to voting the first time in the state
5| eeunty.

6 (3)(a) The following fornms of identification shall be
7| considered current and valid if they contain the name and
8| photograph of the voter appH-eanrt and have not expired:

9 +—FHerida—driversticense-

10 2—Horida—identifieation—ecardissuedby the

11| Bepartrent—of—H-ghway—Safety—andMbtor—Vehieles—

12 1.3~ United States passport.

13 2.4~ Enpl oyee badge or identification.

14 3.5~ Buyer's club identification.

15 4.6— Debit or credit card.

16 5.4 Mlitary identification.

17 6.8~ Student identification.

18 7.9~ Retirement center identification.

19 8. 46— Nei ghborhood associ ation identification.

20 9.4+~ Entertainment identification.

21 10. 32~ Public assistance identification.

22 (b) The following forns of identification shall be
23| considered current and valid if they contain the nane and
24| current residence address of the voter appH-eant:

25 1. Uility bill.

26 2. Bank statenent.

27 3. Governnent check.

28 4. Paycheck.

29 5. O her governnment docunent (excluding voter

30| identification card).

31
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(4) The follow ng persons are exenpt fromthe
i dentification requirenents of this section

(a) Persons 65 years of age or ol der.

(b) Persons with a tenporary or pernmanent physica
disability.

(c) Menbers of the uniforned service on active duty
who, by reason of such active duty, are absent fromthe county
on el ection day.

(d) Menbers of the Merchant Marine who, by reason of
service in the Merchant Marine, are absent fromthe county on
el ecti on day.

(e) The spouse or dependent of a menber referred to in
par agraph (c) or paragraph (d) who, by reason of the active
duty or service of the nmenber, is absent fromthe county on
el ecti on day.

(f) Persons currently residing outside the United
States who are eligible to vote in Florida

Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 97.055, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

97. 055 Registration books; when closed for an
el ection. --

(1) The registration books nust be closed on the 29th
day before each el ection and nust remain closed until after
that election. If an election is called and there are fewer
than 29 days before that election, the registration books nust
be cl osed i medi ately. When the registrati on books are cl osed

for an election, updates to a voter's nane, address, and

signature pursuant to ss. 98.077 and 101. 045 shall be

pernmitted only for purposes of the upcom ng el ection. Voter

registration applications and party changes nust be accepted
but only for the purpose of subsequent el ections. However,
20
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1| party changes received between the book-closing date of the

2| first primary election and the date of the second primary

3| election are not effective until after the second primary

4| election.

5 Section 8. Section 97.057, Florida Statutes, is

6| amended to read:

7 97.057 Voter registration by the Department of Hi ghway
8| Safety and Mdtor Vehicles.--

9 (1) The Department of Hi ghway Safety and Mot or

10| Vehicles shall provide the opportunity to register to vote or
11| to update a voter registration record to each individual who
12| comes to an office of that departnent to:

13 (a) Apply for or renew a driver's license

14 (b) Apply for or renew an identification card pursuant
15| to chapter 322; or

16 (c) Change an address on an existing driver's |icense
17| or identification card.

18 (2) The Department of Hi ghway Safety and Mot or

19| Vehicles shall

20 (a) Notify each individual, orally or in witing,

21| that:

22 1. Information gathered for the conpletion of a

23| driver's license or identification card application, renewal,
24| or change of address can be automatically transferred to a

25| voter registration application;

26 2. |If additional information and a signature are

27| provided, the voter registration application will be conpleted
28| and sent to the proper election authority;

29 3. Information provided can also be used to update a
30| voter registration record;

31
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4. Al declinations will remain confidential and may
be used only for voter registration purposes; and

5. The particular driver license office in which the
person applies to register to vote or updates a voter
registration record will remain confidential and may be used
only for voter registration purposes.

(b) Require a driver's |license examner to inquire
orally, or, if the applicant is hearing inpaired, inquire in

witing H—the—appH-eanrt—ishearingirpai+red—and whet her the

applicant wishes to register to vote or update a voter

regi stration record during the conpletion of a driver's
license or identification card application, renewal, or change
of address.

1. If the applicant chooses to register to vote or to
update a voter registration record:

a. All applicable infornmation received by the
Department of Hi ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles in the course
of filling out the forns necessary under subsection (1) nust
be transferred to a voter registration application;

b. The additional necessary information nust be
obtained by the driver's license exan ner and must not
duplicate any information already obtained while conpleting
the forms required under subsection (1); and

c. A voter registration application with all of the
applicant's voter registration information nust be presented

to the applicant to review and verify the voter registration

information received and provide an el ectronic signature

affirming the accuracy of the information provided s+gr

2. |If the applicant declines to register to vote,
update the applicant's voter registration record, or change
the applicant's address by either orally declining or by

22
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failing to sign the voter registration application, the
Department of Hi ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles nust note such

declination on its records and shall forward the declination

to the statewide voter registration system keep—+the
I . . : ; : I :
. I . . . . P 5 d :

(3) For the purpose of this section, the Departnent of

Hi ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles, with the approval of the
Department of State, shall prescribe:

(a) A voter registration application that is the sane
i n content—fermat—and——size as the uniform statew de voter
regi stration application prescribed under s. 97.052; and

(b) A formthat will inform applicants under
subsection (1) of the information contained in paragraph
(2)(a).

(4) The Department of Hi ghway Safety and Mot or

Vehicles nust electronically transnmit ferward conpleted voter

regi stration applications within 24 hours to the statew de

voter reqgistration system Conpleted paper voter registration

applications received by the Departnment of H ghway Safety and

Mot or _Vehicles shall be forwarded to the departnment within 5

days after receipt te—thesuperviser—oftheecounty—wherethe

(5) The Department of Hi ghway Safety and Mot or

Vehi cl es nust send, with each driver's |icense renewa
extension application authorized pursuant to s. 322.18(8), a
uni form statew de voter registration application, the voter
regi stration application prescribed under paragraph (3)(a), or
a voter registration application devel oped especially for the
purposes of this subsection by the Departnment of Hi ghway

23
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1| Safety and Mdtor Vehicles, with the approval of the Departnent
2| of State, which nmust neet the requirements of s. 97.052.

3 (6) A person providing voter registration services for
4| a driver license office my not:

5 (a) Seek to influence an applicant's politica

6| preference or party registration;

7 (b) Display any political preference or party

8| all egi ance;

9 (c) Make any statenment to an applicant or take any

10| action the purpose or effect of which is to discourage the

11| applicant fromregistering to vote; or

12 (d) Disclose any applicant's voter registration

13| information except as needed for the adm nistration of voter
14| registration.

20| superwvsors—

21 (7) €68y The Department of Hi ghway Safety and Mot or

22| Vehicles shall collect data determ ned necessary by the

23| Departnment of State for program eval uation and reporting to
24| the Federal El ection Assistance Comm ssion pursuant to federa
25| | aw theNati-eral—VeterRegi-strati-en—Aet—ef—1993.

26 (8) €9y The Department of Hi ghway Safety and Mot or

27| Vehicles nmust ensure that all voter registration services

28| provided by driver license offices are in conpliance with the
29| Voting Rights Act of 1965.

30 (9) The Departnent of Highway Safety and Mdtor

31| Vehicles shall retain conplete records of voter registration
24
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information received, processed, and subnitted to the

statewi de voter registration system These records shall be

for the explicit purpose of supporting audit and accounting

controls established to ensure accurate and conplete

el ectronic transm ssion of records between the statew de voter

registration systemand the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and

Mot or_Vehi cl es.

(10) The departnent shall provide the Departnment of

Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles with an el ectroni c dat abase

of street addresses which is valid for use as the |eqga

resi dence address as required in s. 97.053(5). The Departnent

of Hi ghway Safety and Mditor Vehicles shall conpare the address

provi ded by the applicant against the database of valid street

addresses. |f the address provided by the applicant does not

match a valid street address in the database, the applicant

shal|l be asked to verify the address provided. The Depart nent

of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles may not reject any

application for voter registration for which a valid match

cannot be made.

(11) The Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbtor

Vehicles shall enter into an agreenent with the departnment to

mat ch information in the statew de voter registration system

with information in the database of the Departnent of Hi ghway

Safety and Mbtor Vehicles to the extent that is required to

verify the accuracy of the driver's license nunber, the

Florida identification nunber, or last four digits of the

social security nunber provided on applications for voter

registration as required in s. 97.053.

(12) The Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbtor

Vehicles shall enter into an agreenent with the Conm ssioner

of Social Security as required by the Help Anerica Vote Act of
25
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1| 2002 to verify the last four digits of the social security

2| nunber provided in applications for voter registration as

3| required in s. 97.053.

4 Section 9. Subsections (6), (7), and (9) of section

5| 97.058, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

6 97.058 Voter registration agencies.--

7 (6) A voter registration agency nust forward all

8| completed and inconplete voter registration applications

9| within 5 days after receipt to the supervisor of the county

10| where the agency that processed or received that application
11| is | ocated.

12 (7) A voter registration agency nmust retain

13| declinations for a period of 2 years, during which tine the

14| declinations are not considered a record of the client

15| pursuant to the |laws governing the agency's records. Hewewver—
16| a—veter—registration—ageney—must—forwardacopy—of——ecach

17| inreorpleted—voter—+egistration—apptecation—within 5days—after
18| reeeipt—tothe—apprepriate—supervisor—eof—eleetions—

19 (9) A voter registration agency nust collect data

20| deternmi ned necessary by the department for program eval uation
21| and reporting to the Federal El ecti on Assi stance Conmi ssion

22| pursuant to federal |aw theNatienal—Voter—Registration—~Aet—of
23| 1993.

24 Section 10. Section 97.061, Florida Statutes, is

25| anmended to read:

26 97.061 Special registration for electors requiring

27| assi stance. - -

28 (1) Any person who is eligible to register and who is
29| unable to read or wite or who, because of sone disability,

30| needs assistance in voting shall upon that person's request be
31| registered bythesuperviser under the procedure prescribed by

26
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1| this section and shall be entitled to receive assistance at

2| the polls under the conditions prescribed by this section

3 (2) If a person is qualified to register pursuant to
4| this section, the voter registration official superwiser shal
5| note in that person's registration record that the person

6| needs assistance in voting.

7 (3) The precinct register generated by the supervisor
8| shall contain Upen—+egistering—any—persen—pursaant—to—this

9| seetion—thesuperviser—must—rake a notati on en—the

10| registration—books—er—+records—which—are—delHveredtothepoHs
11| en—etleetion—day that such person is eligible for assistance in
12| voting, and the supervisor shall may+ssue—suchperson—a

13| speecial—registrationidentifiecation——card—or nake a sene

14| notation on the voter infornmation regar—registration

15| identifieation card that such person is eligible for

16| assistance in voting. Such person shall be entitled to receive
17| the assistance of two election officials or some other person
18| of his or her own choice, other than the person's enpl oyer,
19| the agent of the person's enployer, or an officer or agent of
20| the person's union, without the necessity of executing the
21| "Declaration to Secure Assistance" prescribed in s. 101.051
22| Such person shall notify the supervisor of any change in his
23| or her condition which makes it unnecessary for himor her to
24| receive assistance in voting.
25 Section 11. Section 97.071, Florida Statutes, is
26| anmended to read:
27 97.071 Voter information Registratieon—identifiecation
28| card. --
29 (1) The departnent shall prescribe by rule a voter
30| information registratieonidentification card that nust be
31| furnished by the supervisor to all registered voters residing

27
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in the county. The card registerinrg—unrder—theperrmanent—singte
registratien—systemand nmust contain

(a) Voter's registration nunber.

(b) Date of registration

(c) Full nane.

(d) Party affiliation.

£y F ety it | ded . '
(e Address of |egal residence.
(f)6 Precinct nunber.
(g9) € Nanme of supervisor and contact information
Ho—Placefor—voters—sighrature—
(hY Oher information deened necessary by the

depart ment.

(2) A voter may receive a replacenent voter

informati on ef—a—registratieonidentifieatien card by providing

a signed, witten request for a replacenent card to a voter

registration official the—superwvise+r. Upon verification of

regi stration, the supervisor shall issue the voter a duplicate

card without charge

(3) In the case of a change of nanme, address, or party
affiliation, the supervisor nust issue the voter a new voter
informati on regist+ration—identifieation card. However, a voter
informati on regist+ration—identifieation card indicating a

party affiliation change nmade between the book-cl osing date
for the first primary election and the date of the second
primary el ection nmay not be issued until after the second
primary el ection.
Section 12. Section 97.073, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
28
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1 97.073 Disposition of voter registration applications;
2| cancellation notice.--

3 (1) The supervisor nust notify each applicant of the
4| disposition of the applicant's voter registration application
5| The notice nmust informthe applicant that the application has
6| been approved, is inconplete, has been denied, or is a

7| duplicate of a current registration. A voter information

8| registratienidentification card sent to an applicant

9| constitutes notice of approval of registration. If the

10| application is inconplete, the supervisor mnmust request that

11| the applicant supply the missing information using a voter

12| registration application signed by the applicant A—witing
13| anrd——sigh—a—staterent—thattheadditional—infermtionts—true
14| and—eorreet. A notice of denial nust informthe applicant of
15| the reason the application was deni ed.

16 (2) Wthin 2 weeks after approval of a voter

17| registration application that indicates that the applicant was
18| previously registered in another state jurisdietion, the

19| departnment superviser nmust notify the registration official in
20| the prior state purisdietien that the applicant is now

21| registered in Florida thesupervi-sor—Ss—counrty.

22 Section 13. Section 97.1031, Florida Statutes, is

23| anended to read:

24 97.1031 Notice of change of residence withinthesanre
25| eeunty, change of nane, or change of party.--

26 (1) Wen an elector nmoves fromthe address named on
27| that person's voter registration record to another address

28| within the state or changes his or her nanme by marriage or

29| other leqgal process safe—eounty, the elector nust subnit the
30| new information to a voter registration official using a voter
31| registration application signed by the el ector previde

29
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ef—bi+rth— A voter information registrationidentifiecation card
reflecting the new informati on address—eftegal—residence

shall be issued to the elector as provided in subsection(3)

© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

14| pafe-

15 (2) 3> Wen an el ector seeks to change party

16| affiliation, the elector must provide notice a—sighred—witten
17| metifieation of such intent to a voter registration officia

18| using a voter registration application signed by the el ector
19| A voter information thesuperviser—andobtaina registration
20| +dentifiecation card reflecting the new party affiliation shall
21| be issued by the supervisor to the elector, subject to the

22| issuance restriction in s. 97.071(3).

23 (3)4) The voter registration official superwiser

24| shall make the necessary changes in the elector's records as
25| soon as practical upon receipt of such notice of a change of
26| address of |egal residence, name, or party affiliation anrd

27| shatH—ssuethenewregistrationidentificationecardas

28| reguired—bys—97+ 073}

29 Section 14. Section 97.105, Florida Statutes, is

30| anended to read:

31
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1 97.105 Permanent single registration system

2| established.--A permanent single registration systemfor the
3| registration of electors to qualify themto vote in al

4| elections is provided for the several counties and

5| municipalities. This systemshall be put into use by al

6| nmunicipalities and shall be in Iieu of any other system of

7| municipal registration. Electors shall be regi stered pursuant
8| to +Apursuance—of this systemby a voter registration

9| official thesuperviser—er—byadeputy—superwvisoer, and

10| electors registered shall not thereafter be required to

11| register or reregister except as provided by |aw.

12 Section 15. Section 98.015, Florida Statutes, is

13| amended to read:

14 98. 015 Supervisor of elections; election, tenure of
15| office, conpensation, custody of books, office hours,

16| successor, seal; appointnment of deputy supervisors; duties.--
17 (1) A supervisor of elections shall be elected in each
18| county at the general election in each year the nunber of

19| which is a nultiple of four for a 4-year term commenci ng on
20| the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January succeeding
21| his or her election. Each supervisor shall, before performng
22| any of his or her duties, take the oath prescribed in s. 5,
23| Art. Il of the State Constitution.

24 (2) The supervisor's conpensation shall be paid by the
25| board of county conmi ssioners.

26 (3) The supervisor shall update voter registration

27| informati on, enter new voter registrations into the statew de
28| voter registration system and act as +s the officia

29| custodi an of docunments received by the supervisor related to
30| the registration of electors and changes in the status of

31| voter reqgistration the—+egistrationbeoks—andhas—the

31
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. : . . . :
eleetors.

(4) At a minimum the office of the supervisor nust be
open Monday through Friday, excluding | egal holidays, for a
period of not |less than 8 hours per day, beginning no |ater
than 9 a.m

(5) The supervisor shall preserve statenments and ot her
information required to be filed with the supervisor's office
pursuant to chapter 106 for a period of 10 years from date of
receipt.

(6) The supervisor shall, upon |eaving office, deliver
to his or her successor immediately all records belonging to
the of fice.

(7) Each supervisor is authorized to obtain for the
of fice an inpression seal approved by the department. An
i mpression of the seal with a description thereof shall be
filed with the departnment. The supervisor is enpowered to
attach an inpression of the seal upon official docunents and
certificates executed over the supervisor's signature and take
oat hs and acknow edgnents under the supervisor's seal in
matters pertaining to the office. However, said seal need not
be affixed to registration certificates.

(8) Each supervisor nmay sel ect and appoint, subject to
renmoval by the supervisor, as many deputy supervisors as are
necessary, whose conpensation nust be paid by the supervisor
and who shall have the sanme powers and whose acts shall have
the sane effect as the acts of the supervisor; except that the
supervisor shall limt the power to appoint deputy supervisors

to desi ghated deputy supervisors. Each deputy supervisor

shall, before entering office, take an oath in witing that he
or she will faithfully performthe duties of the deputy
32
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supervisor's office, which oath nmust be acknow edged by the
supervi sor or a designated deputy supervisor and must be filed
in the office of the supervisor

(9) Each supervisor must nake training in the proper
i mpl enmentation of voter registration procedures available to
any individual, group, center for independent living, or
public library in the supervisor's county.

(10) Each supervisor nust ensure that all voter
registration and |ist maintenance procedures conducted by such
supervi sor are in conpliance with any applicable requirenents
prescribed by the departnent through the statew de voter
registration systemor prescribed by fer—that—eceunty—under the
Voting Rights Act of 1965, the National Voter Registration Act
of 1993, or the Help America Vote Act of 2002.

(11) Each supervi sor nust ensure that any voter

registration systemused by the supervisor for adm nistering

his or her duties as a voter reqgistration official conplies

with the specifications and procedures established by the

departnent and the statew de voter reqgistration system

(12) Each supervisor of elections shall nmaintain lists

of valid residential street addresses for purposes of

verifving the | egal address of voters residing in the county.

The supervisor _shall neke all reasonable efforts to coordi nate

with county 911 service providers, property appraisers, the

United States Postal Service, or other agencies as necessary

to ensure the continued accuracy of such lists. The supervisor

shall provide the list of valid residential addresses to the

statewi de voter registration systemin the nanner and

frequency specified by the departnment.
13y . : . : I
. : . . L
33
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1

2

3

4

5

6 Section 16. Section 98.035, Florida Statutes, is

7| created to read

8 98.035 Statewide voter registration system

9| inplenmentation, operation, and mmintenance. --

10 (1) The Secretary of State, as chief election officer
11| of the state, shall be responsible for inplenenting,

12| operating, and maintaining, in a uniform and nondiscrim natory
13| manner, a single, uniform official, centralized, interactive,
14| and conputerized statewi de voter reqgistration system as

15| required by the Help Anerica Vote Act of 2002.

16 (2) The statewide voter registration system nust

17| contain the nane and reqgistration information of every legally
18| registered voter in the state. All voters shall be assigned a
19| unique identifier. The systemshall be the official list of
20| reqgistered voters in the state and shall provide secured

21| access by authorized voter registration officials. The system
22| shall enable voter reqgistration officials to provide, access,
23| and update voter registration information

24 (3) The departnent may not contract with any private
25| entity for the operation of the statewi de voter registration
26| system

27 (4) The inplenentation of the statew de voter

28| registration system does not prevent any supervisor of

29| elections fromacquiring, maintaining, or using any hardware
30| or software necessary or desirable to carry out his or her

31| responsibilities related to the use of voter reqgistration
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1| information or the conduct of elections. However, such

2| hardware or software nmay not conflict with the operation of
3| the statewi de voter reqgistration system

4 (5) The departnent nmay adopt rules governing the

5| access, use, and operation of the statewi de voter reqgistration
6| systemto ensure the security, uniformty, and integrity of
7| the system

8 Section 17. Section 98.045, Florida Statutes, is

9| anended to read:

10 (Substantial rewording of section. See

11 s. 98.045, F.S., for present text.)

12 98.045 Administration of voter registration.--

13 (1) ELIGBILITY OF APPLI CANT. - -The departnment nust
14| ensure that any eligible applicant for voter registration is
15| registered to vote and that each application for voter

16| reqgistration is processed in accordance with |aw. The

17| departnent shall deternine whether a voter reqgistration

18| applicant is ineligible based on any of the follow ng:

19 (a) The failure of the applicant to conplete a voter
20| registration application as specified in s. 97.053.

21 (b) The applicant is deceased.

22 (c) The applicant has been convicted of a felony for
23| which his or her civil rights have not been restored.

24 (d) The applicant has been adjudicated nentally

25| incapacitated with respect to the right to vote and such right
26| has not been restored.

27 (e) The applicant does not neet the age requirenent
28| pursuant to s. 97.041.

29 (f) The applicant is not a United States citizen

30 (g) The applicant is a fictitious person

31
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1 (h) The applicant has provided an address of |ega

2| residence which is not his or her |egal residence.

3 (i) The applicant has provided a driver's |icense

4| nunber, Florida identification card nunber, or |ast four

5| digits of a social security nunber that is not verifiable by

6| the departnent.

7 (2) REMOVAL OF REGQ STERED VOTERS. - -

8 (a) Once a voter is registered, the nane of that voter
9| may not be renpved fromthe statewi de voter registration

10| system except at the witten request of the voter, by reason
11| of the voter's conviction of a felony or adjudication as

12| nmentally incapacitated with respect to voting, by death of the
13| voter, or pursuant to nmintenance activity of the registration
14| list conducted pursuant to s. 98.065 or s. 98.075.

15 (b) Information received by a voter registration

16| official froman election official in another state indicating
17| that a reqgistered voter in Florida has registered to vote in
18| that other state shall be considered as a witten request from
19| the voter to have the voter's name renoved fromthe statew de
20| voter reqgistration system
21 (3) PUBLIC RECORDS ACCESS AND RETENTI ON. - - Each voter
22| reqgistration official shall maintain for at |east 2 years, and
23| make available for public inspection and copying, all records
24| concerning inplenentation of registration |ist maintenance
25| prograns and activities conducted pursuant to s. 98.065 or s.
26| 98.075. The records nust include lists of the nanme and address
27| of each person to whom notices were sent and information as to
28| whet her each such person responded to the mmiling, but may not
29| include any information that is confidential or exenpt from
30| public-records requirenments under this code.
31
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1 (4) STATEW DE ELECTRONI C DATABASE OF VALID STREET

2| ADDRESSES. - -

3 (a) The departnment shall conpile and maintain a

4| statewide electronic database of valid street addresses from
5| the information provided by the supervisors of elections

6| pursuant to s. 98.015. The departnment shall evaluate the

7| information provided by the supervisors of elections to

8| identify any duplicate addresses and any address that may

9| overlap county boundaries.

10 (b) The departnent shall make the statew de database
11| of valid street addresses available to the Departnent of

12| Highway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles as provided in s.

13| 97.057(10). The Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mdtor

14| Vehicles shall use the database for purposes of validating the
15| legal residential addresses provided in voter registration

16| applications received by the Department of Hi ghway Safety and
17| Motor Vehicles.

18 (5) FORMS. --The departnent nmay prescribe by rule forns
19| necessary to conduct maintenance of records in the statew de
20| voter registration system
21 Section 18. Section 98.065, Florida Statutes, is
22| anended to read:
23 98.065 Registration |ist nmaintenance prograns. - -
24 (1) The supervisor nust conduct a general registration
25| list nmmintenance programto protect the integrity of the
26| el ectoral process by ensuring the mai ntenance of accurate and
27| current voter registration records in the statew de voter
28| registrati on system The program nmust be uniform
29| nondiscrimnatory, and in conpliance with the Voting Ri ghts
30| Act of 1965, the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, and
31| the Help America Vote Act of 2002. As used in this subsection,
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the term "nondi scrimnatory" applies equally to persons with

disabilities.

(2) A supervisor nust incorporate one or nore of the
foll owi ng procedures in the supervisor's biennial registration
list maintenance program under which

(a) Change-of-address information supplied by the
United States Postal Service through its licensees is used to
identify registered voters whose addresses m ght have changed,;

(b) Change-of-address infornmation is identified from
returned nonforwardable return-if-undeliverable nmail sent to
all registered voters in the county; or

(c) Change-of-address infornmation is identified from
returned nonforwardable return-if-undeliverabl e address
confirmation requests nmailed to all registered voters who have
not voted in the last 2 years and who did not make a witten
request that their registration records be updated during that
time.

(3) Aregistration |ist maintenance program nust be
conducted by each supervisor, at a mininum in each
odd- nunbered year and nust be conpleted not |ater than 90 days

prior to the date of any federal election. A voter's name may

not be renoved fromthe statew de voter registration system

books | ater than 90 days prior to the date of a federa

el ection. However, nothing in this section shall preclude the

renoval of the name of a voter fromthe statew de voter

regi stration system beeks, at any tine and wi thout prior

notification, upon the witten request of the voter, by reason

of conviction of the voter of a felony, by reason of

adj udi cation of the voter as nentally incapacitated with

respect to voting, by reason of the death of the voter, or

upon a determination of ineligibility as provided in s. 98.075
38
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s—08-0¥5(3). Al list maintenance actions associated with a

voter nust be entered, tracked, and mmintained in the

statewi de voter reqgistration system

(4) 1f the supervisor receives change-of-address

information pursuant to the activities conducted in subsection

(2), fromjury notices signed by the voter and returned to the

courts, or fromthe Departnment of Hi ghway Safety and Mbtor

Vehi cl es or other sources indicating that the | egal address of

a registered voter night have changed, the supervisor shal

send, by forwardable return-if-undeliverable mail, an

address-confirnmation notice to the address where the voter was

| ast reqgistered. A supervisor may also send an

address-confirnmation notice to any voter whom the supervisor

has reason to believe has noved fromhis or her |ega

residence.

(b) The address-confirnmation notice shall contain a

post age-prepai d, preaddressed return form The return form

shall state that:

1. |If the voter has changed address of |egal residence

to a location outside the state, the voter should mark on the

return formthat the voter's legal residence has changed to a

| ocation outside the state. The form shall also include

information on how to reqgister in the new state in order to be

eligible to vote. The formshall be returned within 30 days

after the date of the notice. The conpleted form shal

constitute a request to be renpved fromthe statew de voter

regi stration system

2. |If the voter has changed address of |egal residence

to a location inside the state, the voter should conplete the

return formwith the updated or corrected address and submnit

the return formw thin 30 days after the date of the notice.
39
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The conpleted formshall constitute a request to update the

statewi de voter registration systemw th the updated or

corrected address information.

3. |If the voter has not changed address of |ega

residence as printed on the address-confirmtion notice, the

voter should confirmon the return formthat the voter's

address of |l egal residence has not changed and submt the form

within 30 days after the date of the notice.

(c) The supervisor nust designate as inactive al

voters who have been sent an address-confirnmation notice and

who have not returned the postage-prepaid, preaddressed return

formw thin 30 days or for which an address-confirmation

notice has been returned as undeliverable. Nanes on the

inactive list may not be used to calculate the nunber of

signatures needed on any petition. A voter on the inactive

list may be restored to the active |list of voters upon the

voter updating his or her reqgistration, reguesting an absentee

ball ot, or appearing to vote. However, if the voter does not

update his or her voter registration information, request an

absentee ballot, or vote by the second general election after

bei ng placed on the inactive |list, the voter's nane shall be

renoved fromthe statewi de voter reqgistration system and the

voter shall be required to rereqgister to have his or her nane

restored to the statewi de registration system

(5) No notice may be issued pursuant to this section

and no voter's nane may be renpved fromthe statew de voter

registration systemlater than 90 days prior to the date of a

federal election. However, nothing in this section shal

preclude the rempval of the nane of a voter fromthe statew de

voter registration systemat any tinme upon the voter's witten

request, by reason of the voter's death, or upon a
40
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determ nation of the voter's ineligibility as provided in s.

98. 075(7).
(6)(a) By July 31 and January 31 of each year, the

supervisor nust certify to the departnent the |ist maintenance

activities conducted during the first 6 nonths and the second

6 months of the year, respectively, including the nunber of

address-confirnmati on requests sent, the nunber of

address-confirnmation final notices sent, the nunber of voters

designated as inactive, and the nunber of voters renpved from

the statewi de voter registration system

(b) 1f based on the certification provided pursuant to

paragraph (a), the departnent finds that a supervisor has not

conducted the |ist-nmnintenance activities required by this

section, the departnent shall conduct the appropriate

| ist-mai ntenance activities for that county. Failure to

conduct |ist-nmmintenance activities as required by this

section constitutes a violation of s. 104.051
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Section 19. Section 98.075, Florida Statutes, is

N
N

anended to read:

N
w

(Substantial rewording of section. See

s. 98.075, F.S., for present text.)

N
SN

N
o

98.075 Registration records nmintenance activities;

N
»

ineligibility determ nations.--

(1)  MAI NTENANCE OF RECORDS. - - The departnent shal

N
~

N
(o]

protect the inteagrity of the electoral process by ensuring the

N
©

mai nt enance of accurate and current voter registration

w
o

records. List maintenance activities nust be uniform

w
e

nondi scrim natory, and in conpliance with the Voting Rights
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1| Act of 1965, the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, and
2| the Help America Vote Act of 2002.

3 (2) DUPLI CATE REG STRATI ON. - - The departnent shal

4| identify those voters who are registered nore than once or

5| those applicants whose registration applications would result
6| in duplicate registrations. The npbst recent application shal

7| be deened an update to the voter registration record.

8 (3) DECEASED PERSONS. - - The departnment shall identify

9| those registered voters who are deceased by conparing

10| information on the lists of deceased persons received fromthe
11| Departnent of Health as provided in s. 98.093. Upon receipt of
12| such information through the statew de voter registration

13| system the supervisor shall renpve the name of the registered
14| voter.

15 (4) ADJUDI CATI ON OF MENTAL | NCAPACITY. --The depart nment
16| shall identify those registered voters who have been

17| adjudicated nentally incapacitated with respect to voting and
18| who have not had their voting rights restored by comparing

19| information received fromthe clerk of the circuit court as
20| provided in s. 98.093. The departnent shall review such

21| information and make an initial determni nation whether the

22| information is credible and reliable. If the initia

23| deternmination is that the information is credible and

24| reliable, the departnment shall notify the supervisor and

25| provide a copy of the supporting docunentation indicating the
26| potential ineligibility. Upon receipt of notice that the

27| department has made an initial deternmination of credibility
28| and reliability, the supervisor shall adhere to the procedures
29| set forth in subsection (7) before renpving a registered voter
30| fromthe statew de voter registration system

31
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1 (5) FELONY CONVICTION.--The department shall identify

2| those registered voters who have been convicted of a felony

3| and whose rights have not been restored by conparing

4| information received from but not limted to, a clerk of the
5| circuit court, the Board of Executive C enency, the Departnent
6| of Corrections, the Departnment of Law Enforcenment, or a United
7| States Attorney's Office, as provided in s. 98.093. The

8| department shall review such information and make an initia

9| deterninati on whether the information is credible and

10| reliable. If the initial deternination is that the information
11| is credible and reliable, the departnment shall notify the

12| supervisor and provide a copy of the supporting docunentation
13| indicating the potential ineligibility. Upon receipt of notice
14| that the departnment has made an initial determ nation of

15| credibility and reliability, the supervisor shall adhere to

16| the procedures set forth in subsection (7) before renpoving a
17| reqgistered voter's name fromthe statewi de voter registration
18| system

19 (6) OTHER BASIS FOR INELIGBILITY.--1f the departnent
20| or voter reqgistration official receives informati on other than
21| fromthe sources identified in subsections (2)-(5) that a
22| registered voter does not nmeet the age requirenment pursuant to
23| s. 97.041, is not a United States citizen, is a fictitious
24| person, or has listed a residence that is not his or her |ega
25| residence, the supervisor shall adhere to the procedures set
26| forth in subsection (7) before renoving a reqgistered voter's
27| name fromthe statewide voter registration system
28 (7) PROCEDURES FOR REMOVAL. - -
29 (a) 1If the supervisor receives notice or information
30| pursuant to subsections (4)-(6). the supervisor of the county
31| where the voter is reqgistered shall

44
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1. Notify the registered voter of his or her potential

ineligibility by mail within 7 days after receipt of the

information. The notice nust include:

a. A statenent of the basis for the registered voter's

potential ineligibility and a copy of any docunentation upon

which the potential ineligibility is based.

b. A statenent that failure to respond within 30 days

after the date of the notice may result in a determ nation of

ineligibility and renpval of the reqgistered voter's nane from

the statewi de voter registration system

c. Areturn formthat requires the registered voter to

adnm t or _deny the accuracy of the information underlying the

potential ineligibility for purposes of a final deternination

by the supervisor.

d. A statenment that if the voter is denying the

accuracy of the information underlying the potentia

ineligibility the voter has a right to request a hearing for

the purpose of deternmining eligibility.

e. Instructions for the reqgistered voter to contact

the supervisor of elections of the county where the voter is

regi stered if assistance is needed in resolving the matter

f. Instructions for seeking restoration of civi

rights following a felony conviction, if applicable.

2. 1f the mailed notice is returned as undeliverable,

t he supervisor shall publish notice once in a newspaper of

general circulation in the county where the voter was | ast

regi stered. The notice nust contain the follow ng:

a. The voter's nane _and address.

b. A statenent that the voter is potentially

ineligible to be reqgistered to vote.

45
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1 C. A statenent that failure to respond within 30 days
2| after the date the notice is published may result in a

3| deternmination of ineligibility by the supervisor and renpva

4| of the registered voter's nane fromthe statew de voter

5| registration system

6 d. An instruction for the voter to contact the

7| supervisor no later than 30 days after the date of the

8| published notice to receive informati on regarding the basis

9| for the potential ineligibility and the procedure to resolve
10| the matter.

11 €. An instruction to the voter that if further

12| assistance is needed the voter should contact the supervisor
13| of elections of the county where the voter is registered.

14 3. If aregistered voter fails to respond to a notice
15| pursuant to subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2., the supervisor
16| shall make a final determ nation of the voter's eligibility.
17| Lf the supervisor determines that the voter is ineligible, the
18| supervisor shall renove the nane of the registered voter from
19| the statewide voter reqgistration system The supervisor shal
20| notify the reqgistered voter of the supervisor's determnination
21| and action.

22 4. |If a reqgistered voter responds to the notice

23| pursuant to subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. and adnits the
24| accuracy of the information underlying the potentia

25| ineliqgibility, the supervisor shall make a final determ nation
26| of ineligibility and shall renpve the voter's nanme fromthe
27| statewi de voter registration system The supervisor shal

28| notify the reqgistered voter of the supervisor's determnination
29| and action.

30 5. If areqgistered voter responds to the notice issued
31| pursuant to subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. and denies the
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accuracy of the information underlying the potentia

ineligibility but does not request a hearing, the supervisor

shall review the evidence and nake a final deternination of

eligibility. If such registered voter requests a hearing, the

supervisor _shall send notice to the reqgistered voter to attend

a _hearing at a tine and place specified in the notice. Upon

hearing all evidence presented at the hearing, the supervisor

shall make a final determ nation of eligibility. If the

supervisor determines that the registered voter is ineligible,

the supervisor shall renpve the voter's nane fromthe

statewi de voter reqgistration systemand notify the reqgistered

voter of the supervisor's determ nation and action.

(b) The follow ng provisions apply to this subsection:

1. Al determinations of eligibility shall be based on

a_preponderance of the evidence.

2. Al proceedings are exenpt fromthe provisions of

chapter 120.

3. Any notice shall be sent to the registered voter by

certified mail, return receipt requested, or by other neans

that provides a verification of receipt or shall be published

in a newspaper of general circulation where the voter was | ast

regi stered, whichever is applicable.

4. The supervisor shall renpve the nane of any

reqgistered voter fromthe statewi de voter registration system

only after the supervisor nmakes a determ nation that the voter

is ineligible to vote.

5. Any voter whose nane has been renpved fromthe

statewi de voter registration system pursuant to a

determination of ineligibility may appeal that determ nation

under _the provisions of s. 98.0755.
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1 6. Any voter whose name was renoved fromthe statew de
2| voter registration systemon the basis of a deternination of
3| ineligibility who subsequently becomes eligible to vote nust
4| reregister in order to have his or her nanme restored to the

5| statewi de voter registration system

6 (8)(a) Twice each year, by July 31 and January 31, the
7| supervisor must certify to the department the activities

8| conducted pursuant to this section during the first 6 nonths
9| and the second 6 nonths of the year, respectively. The

10| certification shall include the number of persons to whom

11| notices were sent pursuant to subsection (7), the nunber of
12| persons who responded to the notices, the nunber of notices
13| returned as undeliverable, the nunber of notices published in
14| the newspaper, the number of hearings conducted, and the

15| nunber of persons renoved fromthe statew de voter

16| reqgistration systens and the reasons for such renovals.

17 (b) 1f, based on the certification provided pursuant
18| to paragraph (a), the department finds that a supervisor has
19| not conducted the activities required by this section, the
20| department shall conduct the appropriate activities for that
21| county. Failure to conduct the activities as required in this
22| section constitutes a violation of s. 104.051
23 Section 20. Section 98.0755, Florida Statutes, is
24| created to read:
25 98. 0755 Appeal of determination of ineligibility.--An
26| appeal of the departnent's deternination of ineligibility
27| pursuant to s. 98.075(7) may be taken to the circuit court in
28| and for the county where the person was registered. Notice of
29| appeal nust be filed within the tine and in the manner
30| provided by the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure and acts
31| as supersedeas. Trial in the circuit court is de novo and
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1| governed by the rules of that court. Unless the person can

2| show that his or her name was erroneously or illeqgally renoved
3| fromthe statewi de voter reqgistration system or that he or

4| she is indigent, the person nust bear the costs of the tria

5[/ in the circuit court. Otherwise, the cost of the appeal nust

6| be paid by the departnent.

7 Section 21. Section 98.077, Florida Statutes, is

8| anended to read:

9 (Substantial rewording of section. See

10 s. 98.077, F.S., for present text.)

11 98.077 Update of voter signature.--

12 (1) A registered voter may update his or her signature
13| on file in the statewide voter registration systemat any tinme
14| using a voter registration application subnitted to a voter

15| reqgistration official

16 (2) The departnent and supervisors of elections shal

17| include in any correspondence sent to registered voters, other
18| than postcard notifications and notices relating to

19| eligibility, information regarding when, where, and how to

20| update the voter's signature and shall provide the voter with
21| information concerning how to obtain a voter registration

22| application froma voter registration official which can be
23| returned to update the signature.

24 (3) At least once during each general election year

25| the supervisor shall publish in a newspaper of genera

26| circulation or other newspaper in the county deened

27| appropriate by the supervisor a notice specifying when, where,
28| or how a voter can update his or her signature that is on file
29| and how a voter can obtain a voter registration application
30| froma voter registration official to do so

31
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Section 22. Section 98.081, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

98.081 Nanes renopved fromthe statew de voter

regi stration system beeks; restrictions on reregistering;
recor dkeepi ng; restoration of erroneously or illegally renoved
names. - -

(1) Any person who requested that his or her nanme be

renmoved fromthe statewi de voter registration system beeks

bet ween the book-closing date of the first primary and the
date of the second primary may not register in a different
political party until after the date of the second prinmary
el ection.

(2) Wen the nane of any elector is renoved fromthe
statewi de voter registration system beeks pursuant to s.
98.065 or- s. 98.075—eFs—98-093, the elector's origina

registration application ferm shall be retained by the voter

reqgistration official having custody of the application #Hted

alphabetiecally—intheoffHece—ofthe—superviser. As

alternatives, registrations renoved fromthe statew de voter

regi stration system beeks may be microfil med and such

mcrofilms substituted for the original registration

applications ferws; or, when voter registration information,
including the voter's signature, is maintained digitally or on
el ectronic, magnetic, or optic nmedia, such stored infornmation
may be substituted for the original registration application
ferm Such microfilns or stored information shall be retained
by the voter registration official having +a—the custody e+
the—superviser. In the event the original registration

applications fers are nmicrofilmed or maintained digitally or

on electronic or other nmedia, such originals my be destroyed
in accordance with the schedul e approved by the Bureau of
50
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Archives and Records Managenent of the Division of Library and
Informati on Services of the departnment.
(3) Wen the nanme of any el ector has been erroneously

or illegally removed fromthe statew de voter registration

system beeks, the nane of the elector shall be restored by a

voter reqgistration official the—superwvise+r upon satisfactory
proof, even though the registration period for that election

is closed.

Section 23. Section 98.093, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

(Substantial rewording of section. See

s. 98.093, F.S., for present text.)

98.093 Duty of officials to furnish lists of deceased

persons, persons adjudi cated nentally incapacitated, and

persons convicted of a felony.--

(1) 1In order to ensure the mmintenance of accurate and

current voter registration records, it is necessary for the

departnent to receive certain infornmation from state and

federal officials and entities. The departnent and supervisors

of elections shall use the information provided fromthe

sources specified in subsection (2) to conduct mmintenance of

the voter registration records.

(2) To the maximum extent feasible, state and | oca

gover nnent agencies shall facilitate provision of information

and access to data to the department, including, but not

limted to, databases that contain reliable crimnal records

and records of deceased persons. State and | ocal governnent

agenci es that provide such data shall do so wi thout charge if

the direct cost incurred by those agencies is not significant.

(a) The Departnent of Health shall furnish nmonthly to

the departnent a list containing the nanme, address, date of
51
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birth, date of death, social security nunber, race, and sex of

each deceased person 17 vears of age or ol der

(b) Fach clerk of the circuit court shall furnish

monthly to the departnent a |list of those persons who have

been adj udi cated nentally incapacitated with respect to voting

during the preceding calendar nonth, a |list of those persons

whose nental capacity with respect to voting has been restored

during the preceding calendar nonth, and a |list of those

persons who have returned signed jury notices during the

preceding nonths to the clerk of the circuit court indicating

a_change of address. Each list shall include the nane,

address, date of birth, race, sex, and Florida driver's

license nunber, Florida identification card nunber, or socia

security nunber of each such person, whichever is avail able.

(c) Upon receipt of information fromthe United States

Attorney listing persons convicted of a felony in federa

court, the departnent shall use such information to identify

reqgistered voters or applicants for voter registration who may

be potentially ineligible based on information provided in

accordance with s. 98.075.

(d) The Departnment of Law Enforcenent shall furnish

monthly to the departnent a |list of those individuals who have

been convicted of a felony in the preceding nonth or any

updates to prior records which have occurred in the precedi ng

mont h. The list shall contain the nane, address, date of

birth, race, sex, date of conviction, county of conviction

social security nunber, and a unique identifier of each

conviction of each person.

(e) The Board of Executive Clenency shall furnish

monthly to the departnent a |list of those individuals granted

clenmency in the preceding nonth or any updates to prior
52
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1| records which have occurred in the preceding nonth. The li st
2| shall contain the case nunber of the Board of Executive

3| denmency, nane, address, date of birth, race, sex, socia

4| security nunber if available, references to record identifiers
5| assigned by the Departnent of Corrections, a unique identifier
6| of each clenmency case, and the effective date of clenency of
7| each individual

8 (f) The Department of Corrections shall furnish

9 nonthly to the departnent a Iist of those individuals

10| transferred to the Departnment of Corrections in the preceding
11| nonth or any updates to prior records which have occurred in
12| the preceding nonth. The list shall contain the nane, address,
13| date of birth, race, sex, social security nunber, record

14| identification nunber of the Department of Corrections, and
15| associated felony conviction record nunber of the Departnent
16| of Law Enforcenent for each individual

17 (g) The Department of Highway Safety and Mdtor

18| Vehicles shall furnish nonthly to the departnent a |ist of

19| those individuals whose nanes have been renmpved fromthe

20| driver's license database because they have been licensed in
21| another state. The list shall contain the name, address, date
22| of birth, sex, social security nunber, and driver's license
23| nunber of each such individual

24 (3) This section does not limt or restrict the

25| supervisor in his or her duty to renove the names of persons
26| fromthe statewi de voter registration system pursuant to s.
27| 98.075(7) upon information received from other sources.

28 Section 24. Section 98.212, Florida Statutes, is

29| amended to read:

30 98.212 The departnment and supervisors to furnish

31| statistical and other information.--
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(1)(a) Upon written request, the department and the

supervisors of the respective counties supervisers shall, as

pronmptly as possible, furnish to recognized public or private
uni versities and senior colleges within the state, to state or
county governnental agencies, and to recogni zed politica
party comm ttees statistical information for the purpose of
anal yzing election returns and results.

(b) The departnent and any supervisor Superw-sers nay

require rei nbursenent for any part or all of the actua

expenses of supplying any information requested under
par agraph (a). For the purposes of this subsection, the

department and supervisors may use the services of any

research and statistical personnel that nay be supplied.

(c) Lists of nanes submitted to the departnent and the

supervisors of the respective counties supervwisers for

i ndi cation of registration or nonregistration or of party
affiliation shall be processed at any tinme at cost, except
that in no case shall the charge exceed 10 cents for each nane
on which the information is furnished.

(2) The supervisors shall provide information as
requested by the departnment for program eval uati on and
reporting to the Federal El ection Assistance Comni ssion
pursuant to federal |aw theNatioral—VeterRegistrationAct—of
1993,

Section 25. Section 98.461, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

98.461 Registration application ferm precinct
regi ster; contents.--A registration application ferm approved
by the Departnent of State, containing the information

required in s. 97.052 shall be retained by the voter

registration official receiving the application #+ted
54

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2176
24-1239A- 05

. . i : .
Hst—of—electors—ofthe—ecounty. However, the registration

applications fers may be microfil med and such nmicrofil nms

substituted for the original registration applications fer#s

or, when voter registration information, including the voter's
signature, is maintained digitally or on electronic, magnetic,
or optic nedia, such stored information may be substituted for
the original registration application ferm Such mcrofilns or
stored information shall be retained in the custody of the
voter reqgistration official receiving the application

superviser—of—elections. In the event the origina
registration applications ferms are mcrofilned or maintained

digitally or on electronic or other nedia, such originals my
be destroyed in accordance with the schedul e approved by the
Bureau of Archives and Records Managenent of the Division of
Li brary and Information Services of the Departnment of State.
ve. - : : : : :
: "y : , : I I I
(2) A conputer printout or electronic database shal
be used at the polls as a precinct register iatev—-of—+the
registratien—beeoks. The precinct register shall contain the

date of the election, the precinct nunber, and the follow ng

i nformati on concerning each regi stered el ector: |ast nane,

first nane, ard niddle name or initial, and suffix; party

affiliation; residence address; registration nunber; date of

birth; sex, if provided;, race—+fprovided— whether the voter

needs assistance in voting; and such other additiona

information as to readily identify the elector. The precinct

regi ster shall also contain a space for the elector's

signature and a space for the initials of the witnessing clerk
55
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1| or inspector or an electronic device may be provided for this
2| purpose.

3 Section 26. Effective January 1, 2007, section

41 100.371, Florida Statutes, as amended by section 9 of chapter
5| 2002-281, Laws of Florida, is anended to read:

6 100.371 Initiatives; procedure for placenent on

7| ballot.--

8 (1) Constitutional amendnments proposed by initiative
9| shall be placed on the ballot for the general election if the
10| initiative has been filed with eecetrrinrgi+n—execess—of90days
11| f++remthe—ecertificationof ballotpoesitionby the Secretary of
12| State no later than February 1 of the year the genera

13| election is held. A petition shall be deened to be filed with
14| the Secretary of State upon the date the Secretary of State
15| deternines that the petition has been signed by the

16| constitutionally required nunber of electors.

17 2—Sueh—eertiHecatton—shalH—be+ssued—when—the

18| Seeretary—of—Statehas—reeeived—verifeation——certifiecatesfrom
19
20
21
22
23
24
25 (2) 63> The sponsor of an initiative anendnent shall
26| prior to obtaining any signatures, register as a politica
27| comrittee pursuant to s. 106.03 and subnit the text of the
28| proposed anmendnent to the Secretary of State, with the form on
29| which the signatures will be affixed, and shall obtain the
30| approval of the Secretary of State of such form The Secretary
31| of State shall adopt rules pursuant to s. 120.54 prescribing
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the style and requirenments of such form Upon filing with the
Secretary of State, the text of the proposed amendnment and al
forms filed in connection with this section nust, upon
request, be nmade available in alternative formats.

(3) 4 Each signature nmust be dated when made and is

valid for 4 years follow ng such date if all other

requirements of law are nmet. The sponsor shall submit signed

and dated forns to the appropriate supervisor of elections for

© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

verification as to the nunber of registered el ectors whose

iy
o

valid signatures appear thereon. The supervisor shall pronptly

=
(=Y

verify the signatures upon paynent of the fee required by s.

iy
N

99.097. The supervisor shall pronptly record each valid

iy
w

signature in the statewi de voter registration systemin the
manner prescribed by the Secretary of State. Upen—eonpletion

[y
SN

20| ef—State— The supervisor shall retain the signature forns for
21| at least 1 year following the election in which the issue

22| appeared on the ballot or until the Division of Elections

23| notifies the supervisors of elections that the conmittee which
24| circulated the petition is no | onger seeking to obtain ball ot
25| position.

26 (4) 65> The Secretary of State shall determ ne fromthe
27| signatures verified by the verifiecation—eertificatesreceived
28| £#rem supervisors of elections and recorded in the statew de
29| voter reqgistration systemthe total nunber of verified valid
30| signatures and the distribution of such signatures by

31| congressional districts. Upon a determ nation that the
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1| requisite nunber and distribution of valid signatures have

2| been obtained, the secretary shall issue a certificate of

3| ballot position for that proposed amendnment and shall assign a
4| designating nunmber pursuant to s. 101.161. A—petition—shat—be
5| deeredto—befiledwththe Seeretaryof Stateuponthedate

6| ef—thereceipt—bythe seeretaryofaecertificateor

7| eertificatesfromsuperwvsors—of—elections—indicatingthe

8| petitien—has—been—stghredbytheconstitutionatby—required

9| Aurber—of—eleetors—

10 (5)€6¥(a) Wthin 45 days after receipt of a proposed

11| revision or amendment to the State Constitution by initiative
12| petition fromthe Secretary of State etr—wthin30days—after
13| sueh—receipt—if receipt—ocetrs—120days—ertessbefoerethe

14| eleetion—-at—whichthequestionof ratifyingthearendrent—wit-
15| be—presented, the Financial |npact Estimating Conference shal
16| conmpl ete an analysis and financial inpact statement to be

17| placed on the ballot of the estinmated increase or decrease in
18| any revenues or costs to state or | ocal governments resulting
19| fromthe proposed initiative. The Financial |npact Estinating
20| Conference shall submt the financial inpact statenment to the
21| Attorney General and Secretary of State.

22 (b)1. The Financial I|npact Estinmating Conference shal
23| provide an opportunity for any proponents or opponents of the
24| initiative to submit infornmation and may solicit information
25| or analysis fromany other entities or agencies, including the
26| O fice of Economic and Denographi ¢ Research. All neetings of
27| the Financial Inpact Estimating Conference shall be open to

28| the public as provided in chapter 286.

29 2. The Financial Inpact Estimating Conference is

30| established to review, analyze, and estinmate the financi al

31| inpact of amendments to or revisions of the State Constitution
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proposed by initiative. The Financial |npact Estimating
Conference shall consist of four principals: one person from
the Executive O fice of the Governor; the coordinator of the
O fice of Econom ¢ and Denographi c Research, or his or her
desi gnee; one person fromthe professional staff of the
Senate; and one person fromthe professional staff of the
House of Representatives. Each principal shall have
appropriate fiscal expertise in the subject matter of the
initiative. A Financial |npact Estinmating Conference may be
appoi nted for each initiative.

3. Principals of the Financial |nmpact Estimting
Conference shall reach a consensus or mgjority concurrence on
a clear and unanbi guous financial inpact statement, no nore
than 75 words in length, and i medi ately submit the statenent
to the Attorney General. Nothing in this subsection prohibits
the Fi nancial |npact Estimating Conference fromsetting forth
a range of potential inpacts in the financial inpact
statement. Any financial inpact statenent that a court finds
not to be in accordance with this section shall be remanded
solely to the Financial I|npact Estinmating Conference for
redrafting. The Financial |npact Estinmating Conference shal
redraft the financial inpact statenent within 15 days.

4. |f the nmenbers of the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference are unable to agree on the statenent required by
this subsection, or if the Suprenme Court has rejected the
initial subm ssion by the Financial |npact Estimting
Conference and no redraft has been approved by the Suprene
Court by 5 p.m on the 75th day before the el ection, the
foll owi ng statenent shall appear on the ballot pursuant to s.
101.161(1): "The financial inmpact of this neasure, if any,
cannot be reasonably determined at this tinme."
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(c) The financial inpact statenment nust be separately
contai ned and be set forth after the ballot sumuary as
required in s. 101.161(1).

(d)1. Any financial inpact statenment that the Suprene
Court finds not to be in accordance with this subsection shal
be remanded solely to the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference for redrafting, provided the court's advisory
opinion is rendered at |east 75 days before the election at
whi ch the question of ratifying the amendment will be
presented. The Financial |npact Estimating Conference shal
prepare and adopt a revised financial inpact statenment no
later than 5 p.m on the 15th day after the date of the
court's opinion.

2. If, by 5 p.m on the 75th day before the election,
the Suprenme Court has not issued an advi sory opinion on the
initial financial inpact statenent prepared by the Financia
| npact Estimating Conference for an initiative anendnent that
ot herwi se neets the | egal requirenments for ballot placenent,
the financial inpact statenment shall be deened approved for
pl acement on the ballot.

3. In addition to the financial inpact statenent
required by this subsection, the Financial |npact Estinmating
Conference shall draft an initiative financial information
statenment. The initiative financial information statenent
shoul d describe in greater detail than the financial inpact
statement any projected increase or decrease in revenues or
costs that the state or |ocal governnents would likely
experience if the ballot nmeasure were approved. |f
appropriate, the initiative financial informtion statenent
may i nclude both estinmated dollar amobunts and a description
pl acing the estimated dollar ampunts into context. The
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1| initiative financial information statement nust include both a
2| sunmary of not nore than 500 words and additional detailed

3| information that includes the assunptions that were nmade to

4| devel op the financial inpacts, workpapers, and any other

5| information deened rel evant by the Financial |npact Estimating
6| Conference.

7 4. The Departnent of State shall have printed, and

8| shall furnish to each supervisor of elections, a copy of the
9| sunmary fromthe initiative financial information statenents.
10| The supervisors shall have the summary fromthe initiative

11| financial information statements avail able at each polling

12| place and at the nmain office of the supervisor of elections
13| upon request.

14 5. The Secretary of State and the Ofice of Economc
15| and Denographi ¢ Research shall neke avail able on the Internet
16| each initiative financial information statenment in its

17| entirety. In addition, each supervisor of elections whose

18| office has a website shall post the sunmary from each

19| initiative financial information statenment on the website.
20| Each supervisor shall include the Internet addresses for the
21| information statenments on the Secretary of State's and the
22| Ofice of Econom ¢ and Denographi c Research's websites in the
23| publication or mailing required by s. 101. 20.
24 (6)€A The Departnment of State may adopt rules in
25| accordance with s. 120.54 to carry out the provisions of
26| subsections(1)-(5) (6>
27 Section 27. Section 101.043, Florida Statutes, is
28| anended to read:
29 101.043 Identification required at polls.--
30 (1) The precinct register, as prescribed in s. 98.461
31| shall be used at the polls At ev—-oftheregistrationbooks
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for the purpose of identifying the elector at the polls prior
to allowing himor her to vote. The clerk or inspector shal
require each elector, upon entering the polling place, to
present one of the following & current and valid picture
identifications: identifieation—as—provided—in—s—
9705353 =)—

(a) Florida driver's license.

(b) Florida identification card issued by the

Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mt or Vehicles.

(c) United States passport.

(d) Enpl oyee badge or identification.

(e) Buyer's club identification.

(f) Debit or credit card.

() Mlitary identification.

(h) Student identification.

(i) Retirenent center identification

(j) Nei ghborhood association identification

(k) Entertainnent identification

(1) Public assistance identification.

If the picture identification does not contain the signature
of the voter, an additional identification that provides the
voter's signature shall be required. The el ector shall sign

his or her nane in the space provided on the precinct register

or_on _an electronic device provided for recording the voter's

signature. —anrd The clerk or inspector shall conpare the
signature with that on the identification provided by the
el ector and enter his or her initials in the space provided on

the precinct register or on an el ectronic device provided for

that purpose and allow the elector to vote if the clerk or

i nspector is satisfied as to the identity of the el ector
62

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2176
24-1239A- 05

1 (2) Except as provided in subsection (3), if the

2| elector fails to furnish the required identification, or if

3| the clerk or inspector is in doubt as to the identity of the
4| elector, such clerk or inspector shall follow the procedure

5| prescribed in s. 101.49.

6 (3) If the elector who fails to furnish the required
7| identification is a an elector subject to s. 97.0535

8| Hrst—tire—veter—whoregisteredby—rait and has not provided
9| the required identification to a voter reqgistration officia
10| the—superwvisor—ef—eleetions prior to election day, the elector
11| shall be allowed to vote a provisional ballot. The canvassing
12| board shall deternmine the validity of the ballot pursuant to
13| s. 101.048(2).

14 Section 28. Section 101.045, Florida Statutes, is

15| amended to read:

16 101.045 Electors nmust be registered in precinct;

17| provisions for residence or nane change. --

18 (1) No person shall be permitted to vote in any

19| election precinct or district other than the one in which the
20| person has his or her legal residence and in which the person
21| is registered. However, a person tenporarily residing outside
22| the county shall be registered in the precinct in which the
23| main office of the supervisor, as designated by the

24| supervisor, is |located when the person has no pernanent

25| address in the county and it is the person's intention to

26| remain a resident of Florida and of the county in which he or
27| she is registered to vote. Such persons who are registered in
28| the precinct in which the main office of the supervisor, as
29| designated by the supervisor, is |located and who are residing
30| outside the county with no permanent address in the county

31| shall not be registered electors of a municipality and
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therefore shall not be permitted to vote in any nunicipa
el ecti on.

(2)(a) An elector who noves fromthe precinct wthin
the—eoeunty in which the elector is registered my be pernitted
to vote in the precinct to which he or she has noved his or
her | egal residence, provided such el ector conpletes an

affirmation in substantially the follow ng form

Change of Legal Residence of Registered

Vot er

Under penalties for false swearing, |, ...(Nanme of voter)...

swear (or affirm that the former address of ny |lega

residence was ... (Address of |legal residence)... in the
municipality of ...., in .... County, Florida, and | was
registered to vote in the .... precinct of .... County,

Florida; that | have not voted in the precinct of my fornmer

registration in this election; that | now reside at

...(Address of legal residence)... in the Mmnicipality of
., in .... County, Florida, and amtherefore eligible to
vote in the .... precinct of .... County, Florida; and

further swear (or affirm) that | am otherw se legally

regi stered and entitled to vote.

...(Signature of voter whose address of |egal residence has

changed). ..

(b) An el ector whose nane changes because of marri age
or other legal process nmay be permitted to vote, provided such
el ector conpletes an affirmation in substantially the
following form
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Change of Nanme of Registered

Vot er
Under penalties for false swearing, |, ...(New nanme of
voter)..., swear (or affirm that my name has been changed

because of marriage or other |egal process. My former name and
address of |egal residence appear on the registration records

boeks of precinct .... as follows:

Florida, Zip. ... .. e

My present nane and address of |egal residence are as foll ows:

Florida, Zip. ... .. e
and | further swear (or affirm that | amotherw se legally

regi stered and entitled to vote.

...(Signature of voter whose nane has changed)..

(c) Such affirmation, when conpleted and presented at
the precinct in which such elector is entitled to vote, and
upon verification of the elector's registration, shall entitle
such elector to vote as provided in this subsection. If the
elector's eligibility to vote cannot be determ ned, he or she
shall be entitled to vote a provisional ballot, subject to the
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requi renents and procedures in s. 101.048. Upon receipt of an
affirmation certifying a change in address of |egal residence
or nane, the supervisor shall as soon as practicable nake the
necessary changes in the statewi de voter registration system

records—ef—thecounty to indicate the change in address of

| egal residence or nane of such el ector

(d) Instead of the affirmation contained in paragraph

(a) or paragraph (b), an elector may conplete a voter

© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

regi stration application that indicates the change of name or

iy
o

change of address of |egal residence.

i
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1 Section 29. Subsection (1) of section 101.048, Florida
2| Statutes, is anended to read:

3 101.048 Provisional ballots.--

4 (1) At all elections, a voter claimng to be properly
5| registered in the state eeunty and eligible to vote at the

6| precinct in the election, but whose eligibility cannot be

7| determ ned, and other persons specified in the code shall be

8| entitled to vote a provisional ballot. Once voted, the

9| provisional ballot shall be placed in a secrecy envel ope and
10| thereafter sealed in a provisional ballot envel ope. The

11| provisional ballot shall be deposited in a ballot box. Al

12| provisional ballots shall remain sealed in their envel opes for
13| return to the supervisor of elections. The departnent shal

14| prescribe the formof the provisional ballot envel ope.

15 Section 30. Subsection (1) of section 101.5608

16| Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

17 101. 5608 Voting by electronic or electromechanica

18| met hod; procedures.--

19 (1) Each elector desiring to vote shall be identified
20| to the clerk or inspector of the election as a duly qualified
21| elector of such election and shall sign his or her name on the
22 | +A—tnk—er—indeliblepenctH—to—anidentificationblank-

23| sighrature—stHp— precinct register- or other formor device

24| provided by the supervisor baHet—stub-en—whichtheballot

25| sertal—nurber—may—berecorded. The inspector shall conpare the
26| signature with the signature on the identification provided by
27| the elector. If the inspector is reasonably sure that the

28| person is entitled to vote, the inspector shall provide the

29| person with a ballot.

30 Section 31. Section 101.663, Florida Statutes, is

31| anmended to read
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101. 663 Electors; change of residence.--

H—An——elector—who—changes—his—or—her—residenrce—teo

© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

12| general—eleetion—

13 2> An elector registered in this state who noves his
14| or her permanent residence to another state and who is

15| prohibited by the laws of that state fromvoting for the

16| offices of President and Vice President of the United States
17| shall be permitted to vote absentee in the county of his or

18| her former residence for those offices.

19 Section 32. Subsection (1) of section 101.6921

20| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

21 101. 6921 Delivery of special absentee ballot to

22| certain first-time voters. --

23 (1) The provisions of this section apply to voters who
24| are subject to s. 97. 0535 registeredto—vote—by—ra—who—have
25| net—previeoushyr—veotedinthe—eounty~ and who have not provi ded
26| the identification or certification required by s. 97.0535 hy
27| the time the absentee ballot is mailed.

28 Section 33. Section 101.6923, Florida Statutes, is

29| anended to read:

30 101. 6923 Speci al absentee ballot instructions for

31| certain first-time voters. --
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(1) The provisions of this section apply to voters who

are subject to s. 97.0535 registeredto—vote—by—rmait—whohave

Arot—previousty—vetedinrthe—ecounty— and who have not provided
the identification or information required by s. 97.0535 hy

the tine the absentee ballot is mailed.
(2) A voter covered by this section shall be provided
with the following printed instructions with his or her

absentee ball ot substantially the follow ng form

READ THESE | NSTRUCTI ONS CAREFULLY BEFORE
MARKI NG YOUR BALLOT. FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE
I NSTRUCTI ONS MAY CAUSE YOUR BALLOT NOT TO
COUNT.

1. In order to ensure that your absentee ballot wll
be counted, it should be conpleted and returned as soon as
possible so that it can reach the supervisor of elections of
the county in which your precinct is |located no later than 7
p.m on the date of the el ection.

2. Mark your ballot in secret as instructed on the
ball ot. You nmust nmark your own ballot unless you are unable to
do so because of blindness, disability, or inability to read
or wite.

3. Mark only the nunber of candi dates or issue choices
for a race as indicated on the ballot. If you are allowed to
"Vote for One" candi date and you vote for nore than one, your
vote in that race will not be counted.

4. Place your marked ballot in the encl osed secrecy
envel ope and seal the envel ope.

5. Insert the secrecy envelope into the encl osed
envel ope bearing the Voter's Certificate. Seal the envel ope
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1| and conpletely fill out the Voter's Certificate on the back of
2| the envel ope.
3 a. You nust sign your name on the |ine above (Voter's
4| Signature).
5 b. If you are an overseas voter, you nust include the
6| date you signed the Voter's Certificate on the |ine above
7| (Date) or your ballot nmay not be counted.
8 6. Unless you neet one of the exenptions in Item?7.,
9| you nust make a copy of one of the follow ng forns of
10| identification:
11 a. ldentification which nmust include your nane and
12| phot ograph: etrrept—and—vatdHorda—driver—sticense-
13| Ferida—identification—eardissuedby the Pepartrent—ef
14| H-ghway—Safety—and—Motor—Vehieles— United States passport;
15| enpl oyee badge or identification; buyer's club identification
16| card; debit or credit card; mlitary identification; student
17| identification; retirement center identification; neighborhood
18| association identification; entertainment identification; or
19| public assistance identification; or
20 b. ldentification which shows your nane and current
21| residence address: current utility bill, bank statenent,
22| government check, paycheck, or governnent documnent (excluding
23| voter identification card).
24 7. The identification requirenents of Item 6. do not
25| apply if you nmeet one of the follow ng requirenents:
26 a. You are 65 years of age or ol der
27 b. You have a tenporary or pernmanent physica
28| disability.
29 c. You are a menmber of a uniformed service on active
30| duty who, by reason of such active duty, will be absent from
31| the county on el ection day.
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1 d. You are a nenber of the Merchant Mri ne who, by

2| reason of service in the Merchant Marine, wll be absent from
3| the county on el ection day.

4 e. You are the spouse or dependent of a nenber

5| referred to in paragraph c. or paragraph d. who, by reason of
6| the active duty or service of the nenber, will be absent from
7| the county on el ection day.

8 f. You are currently residing outside the United

9| States.

10 8. Place the envel ope bearing the Voter's Certificate
11| into the mailing envel ope addressed to the supervisor. Insert
12| a copy of your identification in the mailing envel ope. DO NOT
13| PUT YOUR | DENTI FI CATI ON | NSI DE THE SECRECY ENVELOPE W TH THE
14| BALLOT OR | NSIDE THE ENVELOPE WHI CH BEARS THE VOTER S

15| CERTI FI CATE OR YOUR BALLOT W LL NOT COUNT.

16 9. Miil, deliver, or have delivered the conpl eted

17| mailing envel ope. Be sure there is sufficient postage if

18| mail ed.

19 10. FELONY NOTICE. It is a felony under Florida law to
20| accept any gift, paynent, or gratuity in exchange for your

21| vote for a candidate. It is also a felony under Florida |law to
22| vote in an election using a false identity or fal se address,
23| or under any other circunstances making your ballot false or
24| fraudul ent.

25 Section 34. Subsection (3) of section 102.012, Florida
26| Statutes, is anended to read:

27 102.012 Inspectors and clerks to conduct elections.--
28 (3) The supervisor shall furnish inspectors of

29| election for each precinct with the list of reqistered

30| electors for that precinct regist+atien—beoks—divided

31| atphabeteaty—as—wiH—best—FactHtatetheholdingof—an
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eleetien. The supervisor shall also furnish to the inspectors
of election at the polling place at each precinct in the
supervisor's county a sufficient nunber of forms and bl anks
for use on el ection day.

Section 35. Section 104.051, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

104. 051 Violations; neglect of duty; corrupt
practices. --

(1) Any official who willfully violates any of the
provi sions of this election code shall be excluded fromthe
polls. Any election official who is excluded shall be replaced
as provided in this code.

(2) Any official who willfully refuses or willfully
neglects to performhis or her duties as prescribed by this
el ection code comrits is—gutty—of a m sdenmeanor of the first
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(3) Any official who perforns his or her duty as
prescribed by this election code fraudulently or corruptly
commits +s—guitty—of a felony of the third degree, punishable
as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

(4) Any supervisor, deputy supervisor, or election
enpl oyee who attenpts to influence or interfere with any
el ector voting a ballot conmits a felony of the third degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s.
775.084.

(5)(a) Any supervisor or nmenber of a county canvassingd

board who willfully fails to follow a binding directive issued

pursuant to s. 97.012 shall be subject to a civil penalty of

up to $1,000 per violation, which fine shall be paid out of

the personal funds of the supervisor or nenber of the county

canvassing board. Only the Secretary of State may file a
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conplaint to the Florida FEl ections Conmission alleging willful

failure to follow a binding directive.

(b) A nenber of a canvassing board shall not be liable

for a civil penalty under this section if the nmenber was not

on the prevailing side of a vote of the canvassi ng board that

is contrary to a binding directive.

Section 36. Subsection (15) of section 120.52, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

120.52 Definitions.--As used in this act:

(15) "Rule" neans each agency statenent of genera
applicability that inplenents, interprets, or prescribes |aw
or policy or describes the procedure or practice requirenments
of an agency and includes any form which inposes any
requi renent or solicits any information not specifically
required by statute or by an existing rule. The term also
i ncl udes the amendnment or repeal of a rule. The term does not
i ncl ude:

(a) Internal managenent menoranda which do not affect
either the private interests of any person or any plan or
procedure inportant to the public and which have no
application outside the agency issuing the nmenorandum

(b) Legal nenoranda or opinions issued to an agency by
the Attorney General or agency |egal opinions prior to their
use in connection with an agency action.

(c) The preparation or nodification of:

1. Agency budgets.

2. Statenents, menoranda, or instructions to state
agencies issued by the Chief Financial Oficer or Conptroller
as chief fiscal officer of the state and relating or
pertaining to clainms for paynent subnmtted by state agencies
to the Chief Financial Oficer or Conptroller

73

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2176
24-1239A- 05

3. Contractual provisions reached as a result of
col | ective bargaining.

4. Menoranda issued by the Executive Ofice of the
Governor relating to i nformation resources nmanagenent.

(d) Advisory opinions issued by the Departnent of

State pursuant to s. 106.23(2) and directives issued by the

Secretary of State pursuant to s. 97.012(1).
Section 37. Sections 98.055, 98.075, 98.095, 98.0977,
98. 0979, 98.101, 98.181, 98.231, 98.451, and 98.481, Florida

Statutes, are repeal ed.

Section 38. Except as otherw se expressly provided in

this act, this act shall take effect January 1, 2006.

R S R I I R R S R O I

SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses vari ous Provisions of the Florida Election Code
in order to conply with the Hel p Anerica Vote Act of

2002. Requires the Departnment of State to naintain a
statew de voter registration sgstenl Revi ses requirenents
for confirmng a voter's eligibility to vote. Revises the
information that is required to be subnmitted upon
registering to vote. Provides for the electronic

transm ssion of information and for electronic
signatures. Revises the procedures for renoving a voter
fromthe registration rolls. Provides for the Secretary
of State to issue binding directives to the supervisors
of elections and the county canvassing boards. Provides
for a civil penaltr for failure to conply with such a
directive. (See bill for details.)
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