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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the student assessnent

3 program for public schools; anmending s.

4 1008.22, F.S.; requiring the Conm ssioner of

5 Educati on to approve the continuing use of

6 scores on specified tests as alternatives to

7 scores on the grade-10 Fl ori da Conprehensive

8 Assessnent Test (FCAT) for students who have

9 failed the FCAT as specified; requiring the

10 State Board of Education to annually determ ne

11 scores on the SAT and ACT tests which are

12 equi val ent to FCAT scores; repealing s.

13 1008.301, F.S., relating to a concordance study

14 of FCAT equi val ency; reenacting ss.

15 1003. 429(6) (a) and 1003.43(5)(a), F.S.

16 relating to accel erated high school graduation

17 and general requirenments for high schoo

18 graduation, to incorporate the anendnents to s.

19 1008.22, F.S., in reference thereto; providing
20 an effective date.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Subsection (9) of section 1008.22, Florida
25| Statutes, is anended to read:
26 1008.22 Student assessnent program for public
27| schools. - -
28 (9) EQUI VALENCI ES FOR STANDARDI ZED TESTS. - -
29 (a)l. The Conmm ssioner of Education shall approve the
30| use of the SAT and ACT tests as alternative assessnments to the
31| grade 10 FCAT fer—the2003—2004——schoel—year. Students who
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1| attain scores on the SAT or ACT which equate to the passing
2| scores on the grade 10 FCAT for purposes of high schoo

3| graduation shall satisfy the assessnment requirenent for a

4| standard high school diplom as provided in s. 1003.429(6)(a)
5| or s. 1003.43(5)(a) ferthe2003—2004school—year if the

6| students neet the requirenent in paragraph (b).

7 2. Annually, the State Board of Education shal

8| deternine which scores on the SAT and the ACT tests are

9| equivalent to those required on the FCAT for high schoo

10| graduation.

11 (b) A student shall be required to take the grade 10
12| FCAT a total of three tinmes wi thout earning a passing score in
13| order to use the scores on an alternative assessnment pursuant
14| to paragraph (a). This requirenent shall not apply to a

15| student who is a new student to the public school systemin
16| grade 12.

17 Section 2. Section 1008.301, Florida Statutes, is

18| repeal ed.

19 Section 3. For the purpose of incorporating the

20| anendnents made by this act to section 1008.22, Florida

21| Statutes, in a reference thereto, paragraph (a) of subsection
22| (6) of section 1003.429, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to
23| read:

24 1003. 429 Accel erated high school graduation options.--
25 (6) Students pursuing accel erated 3-year high schoo
26| graduation options pursuant to paragraph (1) (b) or paragraph
27| (1)(c) are required to:

28 (a) Earn passing scores on the FCAT as defined in s.
29| 1008.22(3)(c) or scores on a standardi zed test that are

30| concordant with passing scores on the FCAT as defined in s.
31| 1008.22(9).
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Wei ghted grades referred to in paragraphs (b), (c), and (d)
shall be applied to those courses specifically listed or
identified by the departnment as rigorous pursuant to s.
1009.531(3) or weighted by the district school board for class
ranki ng purposes.

Section 4. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents nade by this act to section 1008.22, Florida
Statutes, in a reference thereto, paragraph (a) of subsection
(5) of section 1003.43, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to
read:

1003.43 Ceneral requirenments for high schoo
graduation. - -

(5) Each district school board shall establish
standards for graduation fromits schools, and these standards
nmust i ncl ude:

(a) Earning passing scores on the FCAT, as defined in
s. 1008.22(3)(c), or scores on a standardi zed test that are
concordant with passing scores on the FCAT as defined in s.
1008. 22(9).

The standards required in this subsection, and any subsequent

nodi fications, shall be reprinted in the Florida

Admi nistrative Code even though not defined as "rules."
Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requi res the Conmi ssioner of Education to approve the use
of scores on the SAT or the ACT tests as alternatives to
scores on the grade-10 FCAT, not only for the 2003-2004
school year, but also thereafter, for students who have
failed the grade-10 FCAT three tines. Requires the State
Board of Education to annually determ ne which scores on
LgiTalternative tests are equivalent to those on the
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