Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2274
By Senator Bullard

39- 1483A- 05 See HB 907
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to public schoo
3 accountability; providing a popul ar nane;
4 anmending s. 1008.34, F.S.; revising schoo
5 performance grade categories; revising
6 requi renents for obtaining increased budget
7 authority by schools; revising the nethod for
8 deternmi ni ng school performance grades;
9 providing for public hearings relating to the
10 adopti on of school performance grade
11 requi renents; anending s. 1008.36, F.S.
12 renam ng the Florida School Recognition Program
13 as the Students First Program and revising
14 provi si ons thereof; providing program
15 conmponents; providing for the use of Students
16 First Program funds; providing duties of the
17 Department of Education; providing an effective
18 dat e.
19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. This act nmay be cited as the "Students
23| Eirst Act."
24 Section 2. Subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section
25| 1008.34, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
26 1008. 34 School grading system district performance
27| grade. --
28 (2) SCHOOL PERFORMANCE GRADE CATEGORI ES. - - The annua
29| report shall identify schools as being in one of the follow ng
30| grade categories defined according to rules of the State Board
31| of Educati on:
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(a) "Passing with Distinction.""A-"—schoots—raki-ng
exceH-ent—proegress—

(b) "Passing."*B——sehoels—waking—above—average
progress—

(c) !Failing."*G——sechools—aking—satistactory
progress—

progress—

Each school designated in performnce grade category"Passing

with Distinction,"*“A——wakinrg—exceHenrt—proegress— or having
i nproved at | east one t+we performance grade category

eategoeries, shall have greater authority over the allocation
of the school's total budget generated fromthe FEFP, state
categoricals, lottery funds, grants, and |ocal funds, as
specified in state board rule. The rule nust provide that the
i ncreased budget authority shall remain in effect until the

school 's performance grade declines. Beginning in the

2005- 2006 school vyear, a school that has been desi gnated as

performance grade category "F" in a prior school year shal

not be desi gnated as perfornmance grade category "Failing"

using the current vear's data if that school has shown at

| east a 50-percent increase toward the baseline score in each

subj ect _area
(3) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL PERFORMANCE GRADE

CATEGORI ES. - - For_pur poses of determ ni ng school performnce,

student performance should be based on a student's annua

| earni ng gai ns when the gain can be nmeasured with an accurate

and consistent assessnment system School performance grade
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category designations item zed in subsection (2) shall be
based on the follow ng:

(a) Tinefranes.--

1. School performance grade category designations
shall be based on the school's current year performance and
t he school's annual | earning gains.

2. Beginning in school year 2005-2006, a school's

performance grade category designation shall be determ ned

based upon the follow ng weighted factors for the follow ng

arade levels, according to rules adopted by the State Board of

Educati on:

a. For kindergarten through grade 2, 60 percent of the

performance grade shall be based on the percentage of classes

for which there is a ratio of 1 teacher to 20 students, 20

percent shall be based on attendance, 10 percent shall be

based on parental involvenent, and 10 percent shall be based

on_school safety.

b. For grades 3 through 5, 60 percent of the

performance grade shall be based on FCAT scores, 20 percent

shall be based on attendance, 10 percent shall be based on

parental involvenent, and 10 percent shall be based on schoo

safety.
c. For grades 6 through 10, 60 percent of the

performance grade shall be based on FCAT scores, 10 percent

shall be based on attendance, 10 percent shall be based on the

dropout rate, 10 percent shall be based on parenta

involvenent, and 10 percent shall be based on school safety.

d. For grades 11 and 12, 35 percent of the performance

grade shall be based on the dropout rate; 35 percent shall be

based on the nunber of accel eration mechanisns _available to

students, including, but not linmted to, Advanced Pl acement
3
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1| courses and dual enrollnent courses; 10 percent shall be based
2| on attendance; 10 percent shall be based on parenta

3| involvenent; and 10 percent shall be based on school safety.

4

5| During the 2007-2008 school year, the Leqgislature shal

6| conduct public hearings on the school performance grade

7| requirenents of this paragraph to receive reconmendations for
8| revisions to inprove such requirenents. The reconmendations

9| shall be considered prior to adopting school performance grade
10| requirenments for the 2008-2009 school year and thereafter

IHI

18 (b) Student assessnent data.--Student assessnent data
19| used in determnmi ning school performance grade categories shal
20| include:

21 1. The aggregate scores of all eligible students

22| enrolled in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT.
23 2. The aggregate scores of all eligible students

24| enrolled in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT,
25| including Florida Wites, and who have scored at or in the
26| lowest 25th percentile of students in the school in reading,
27| math, or witing, unless these students are perform ng above
28| satisfactory performance.

29

30| The Departnent of Education shall study the effects of

31| nmobility on the performance of highly nobile students and
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1| recomrend prograns to inprove the performance of such

2| students. The State Board of Education shall adopt appropriate
3| criteria for each school performance grade category. The

4| criteria nust also give added weight to student achi evenent in
5| readi ng. Schools designated as performance grade category

6 |" Passi ng" ~G——waking—satisfactory—proegress— shall be required

7| to denonstrate that adequate progress has been nmade by

8| students in the school who are in the | owest 25th percentile

9| in reading, math, or writing on the FCAT, including Florida

10| Wites, unless these students are perforni ng above

11| satisfactory perfornmance.

12 (4) SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT RATI NGS. - - The annual report

13| shall identify each school's performance as having i nproved,
14| remai ned the sane, or declined. This school inmprovenent rating
15| shall be based on a conparison of the current year's and

16| previous year's student and school performance data. Seheels
17

18

19 Section 3. Section 1008.36, Florida Statutes, is

20| anended to read:

21 1008.36 Students First H-eorida—Sehool—Recognition

22| Program - -

23 (1) The Legislature finds that in order to provide

24| every student enrolled in K-12 public schools with the

25| opportunity to achieve a successful public education, acadenic
26| problens nmust be identified early and renedi ati on and

27| intervention services nmust be provided. It is the intent of

28| this section that no child shall be |eft behind thereds—=a

29| needfor—a—performanrece—inecentiveprogramfor—eutstanding

30| faeuty—and-staftfinhighbyrpreductivesehools—TFhe

31| Legistaturefurther—finds—thatperformance—basedineentives
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1| are—commnplace—inthe private seector—and-shouldbeinrfused
2| iateo—the puble——secetor—as—arewardfor—productivity.

3 (2) The Students First H-eorida—Sehool—Recognition

4| Programis created to provi de Hraneial—awards—to—pubb¢

5| sehosls—that:

6 (a) A curriculumbased, year-round neasurenent of

7| Learning gains for all kindergarten students enrolled in

8| public schools. Sustatrhighperfoermance—byrecebvinrg—a——school
9 A ;

10 (b) Renediation and intervention services to al

11| kindergarten through grade 12 students enrolled in public
12| schools who are not neeting grade-appropriate performance
13| expectations, including FCAT scores Berphastrate—exenptary
14| im . o to inncuation and effg By RO BV R g

15| grade.

16 (3) Al public schools, including charter school s,
17| that—+recetve—a——school—gradepursuant—te—s—10068-34 are

18| eligible to participate in the program

19 (4) Al seleeted schools shall receive financia

20| assi stance awards depending on the availability of funds

21| appropriat ed ard—the—nurber—and—size—ofschools——seleetedto
22| reeeive—an—-award. Funds nust be distributed to the school's
23| fiscal agent and placed in the school's account and nust be
24| used for purposes |listed in subsection (5) as determn ned

25| jointly by the school's staff and school advisory council. H-
26 | seheol—staffandthe school—adwisory—counrci-—cannet—+each
27 | agreerment—by—Neverber—t—the—awards—ust—be—egduatHy

28| di-stributedto—-at—elassreemteachers—eurrentbyteachingin
29| the—secheel—

30 (5) Students First Program funds Seheol—+ecegnition
31| awards—nust be used for the follow ng:
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(a) Administration of the Dynanmic Indicators of Basic

Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) to all kindergarten students
enrolled in public schools Nerreetr+ingbenuses—tothefacutty
anrd—staff;

(b)  Nonrecurring expenditures for renedi ation of

| owperform ng students, including renedi ati on prograns_and

intervention services adopted and admi ni stered by the

Depart nent of Education;

(c)€by Nonrecurring expenditures for educationa

equi pnment or materials to assist in the renediation of
| ow- perform ng students meirtainirg—anrd—irprovirg—student
perferrance; oF

(d) > Tenporary personnel for the school to assist in
the renediation of |lowperform ng students; or metnAtatnng—oand

(e) Contracts with private sector participants to

provide renediation services, provided that 90 percent of the

personnel providing services reside in Florida.

Section 4. (1) The Departnment of Education shal

provide training and informational resources for educators to

admi ni ster the Dynanic Indicators of Basic Farly Literacy

Skills (DIBELS) and shall be responsible for creating and

i npl enenti ng provisions for the collection and analysis of the

testing data.

(2) The Departnment of Education shall establish

policies and procedures for the devel opnent of individua

education plans for | ow perforn ng students who need

renedi ation _and intervention services.
7
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Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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