Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2292

By Senator Bennett

21-1522-05
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to nodel conprehensive
3 residential services for foster children
4 anendi ng s. 409.1679, F.S.; providing that a
5 child may be noved from one residence to
6 anot her for certain specified reasons;
7 requiring that a child be given the opportunity
8 for a full acadenic year of appropriate
9 instruction; requiring that an educationa
10 assessnment be conpleted if a child is not
11 denonstrating academi ¢ progress; requiring an
12 educational staffing to review the results of
13 the assessnent; requiring that a clear and
14 speci fic plan be developed to help the child
15 make educational progress; providing specified
16 satisfaction levels for certain services,;
17 provi ding an effective date.
18
19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 409.1679, Florida
22| Statutes, is anended to read:
23 409. 1679 Additional requirements, effective date,
24| rei nmbursenment nethodol ogy, and eval uation. --
25 (3) Each program established under ss. 409.1676 and
26| 409.1677 must neet the foll ow ng expectations, which nmust be
27| included in its contracts with the departnent or |ead agency:
28 (a) No nore than 10 percent of the children served may
29| nove fromone |iving environment to another, unless the child
30| is returned to fam |y menbers, e is noved according to—+
31| acecerdance—wth the treatnment plan, or is noved to a
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| ess-restrictive setting. Each child nust have a conprehensive
transitional plan that identifies the child s living
arrangenent upon | eaving the program and specific steps and
services that are being provided to prepare for that
arrangenent. Specific expectations as to the tine period
necessary for the achi evenent of these pernmanency goal s mnust
be included in the contract.

(b) Each child nmust be provided the opportunity to

receive a full academ c year of appropriate educationa
instruction. No nore than 10 percent of the children may be in
nore than one acadenic setting in an acadenic year, unless the
child is being nmoved, in accordance with an educational plan
or unless the nove is |egally mandat ed—te—-atess—+est+rietive
setting. Each child nmust denonstrate academ c progress and

nmust be performing at grade |level or at a | evel commensurate

with a valid academ ¢ assessnent. |f a child does not

denonstrate acadenmic progress, a valid educational assessnent

approved by the current school district the child is attending

nmust _be conpleted and a full educational staffing nust occur

whi ch nust include the biological parents, when appropriate,

to review the results of the assessnent and devel op a cl ear

and specific plan to help the child to begin to nmake

educati onal progress.

(c) Siblings nmust be kept together in the sane living
envi ronnent 100 percent of the time, unless that is determ ned
by the provider not to be in the children's best interest.
When siblings are separated in placenment, the decision nust be
revi ewed and approved by the court within 30 days.

(d) The program nmust experience a caregiver turnover

rate and an incidence of child runaway epi sodes which are at
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| east 50 percent below the rates experienced in the rest of
the state.

(e) In addition to providing a conprehensive
assessnent, the program nust provide, 100 percent of the tineg,
any or all of the follow ng services that are indicated
through the assessnent: residential care; transportation
behavi oral health services; recreational activities; clothing,
suppl i es, and nmiscell aneous expenses associated with caring
for these children; necessary arrangenents for or provision of
educational services; and necessary and appropriate health and
dental care.

(f) A mninmumof 90 percent of the children who are

served in this program nust be satisfied with the services and
living environnent.

(g) A mninmumof 95 percent of the caregivers nust be

satisfied with the program

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provides that a child may be noved from one residence to
another for certain specified reasons. Requires that a
child be given the opportunity for a full academ c year
of appropriate instruction. Requires that an educati ona
assessnment be conpleted if a child is not denonstrating
academ c progress. Requires an educational staffing to
review the results of the assessnent. Requires that a
clear and specific plan be devel oped to help the child
make educati onal progress. Provides specified
satisfaction levels for certain services.
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