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By the Conmittee on Environmental Preservation; and Senat or
Ar genzi ano

592-1995- 05

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to mninmumflows and | evel s of

3 surface watercourses; anmending s. 373.042,

4 F.S.; deleting a provision under which second

5 magni tude springs are not included on the

6 priority list under certain conditions;

7 requiring the Suwannee River Water Managenent

8 Di strict and the Sout hwest Florida Water

9 Managenment District to establish mininmmflows

10 and levels for certain magnitude springs by a

11 certain date; providing that such mnimum fl ows

12 and levels are not subject to independent peer

13 review, requiring that a mninmmflow or |eve

14 take effect notwi thstanding the filing of a

15 petition for an adm nistrative hearing;

16 anmending s. 373.59, F.S.; authorizing the

17 Suwannee River Water Managenent District and

18 t he Sout hwest Florida Water Managenent District

19 to use money fromthe Water Managenent Lands
20 Trust Fund for the purpose of establishing
21 mninmum flows or levels for first and second
22 magni tude springs; providing an effective date.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 373.042, Florida
27| Statutes, is anended to read:
28 373.042 Mninmumflows and |evels.--
29 (2)(a) By Novenber 15, 1997, and annually thereafter
30| each water management district shall submit to the departnent
31| for review and approval a priority list and schedule for the
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1| establishnent of mininumflows and | evels for surface

2| watercourses, aquifers, and surface waters within the

3| district. The priority list shall also identify those water

4| bodies for which the district will voluntarily undertake

5| independent scientific peer review.

6 (b) By January 1, 1998, and annually thereafter, each
7| water managenment district shall publish its approved priority
8| list and schedule in the Florida Administrative Wekly. The
9| priority list shall be based upon the inportance of the waters
10| to the state or region and the existence of or potential for
11| significant harmto the water resources or ecol ogy of the

12| state or region, and shall include those waters which are

13| experiencing or may reasonably be expected to experience

14| adverse inpacts.

15 (c) By January 1, 2003, each water managenent

16| district's priority list and schedule shall include all first
17| magni tude springs, and all second nagnitude springs within
18| state or federally owned | ands purchased for conservation

19| purposes. The specific schedule for establishnent of spring
20| minimum flows and | evels shall be comensurate with the

21| existing or potential threat to spring flow from consunptive
22| uses. Sprinrgs—wi-thinthe Suwannree—Rver—\Vater—Managerent

23| Bilst+iet—or——second—raghitudesprinrgs—in—other—areas—ef—the
24| state—need—net—beineludedoentheprieritytHst—ifthewater
25| managerent—di-striet—subrts—a repert—tothe Pepartrent—ef

26 | Envirenrental—Preteetion—derpnastratingthatadverseirpacts
27| are—het—hRew eEEHrF-Rg—her—arereasenably—expeetedto—oecur
28| fremeconsunrptive—uses—during—thenext—20—years— The priority
29| list and schedul e shall not be subject to any proceeding

30| pursuant to chapter 120.

31
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1 (d) By January 1, 2008, the Suwannee River Water

2| Managenent District and the Southwest Florida Water Managenent
3| District nmust establish mininumflows and levels for all first
4| and second magnitude springs remmining on their respective

5| priority lists on the effective date of this act. M ninum

6| flows and levels established under this paragraph are not

7| subject to the independent peer-review provisions of this

8| section. Amninumflow or |evel established under this

9| paragraph shall take effect even if a substantially affected
10| person files a petition for an adninistrative hearing under
11| chapter 120 challenging the establishnent of the nininumflow
12| or level.

13 (e) Except as provided in subsection (3), the

14| devel opnent of a priority list and conpliance with the

15| schedul e for the establishnment of mininmumflows and |evels

16| pursuant to this subsection shall satisfy the requirenents of
17| subsection (1).

18 Section 2. Subsection (12) is added to section 373.59
19| Florida Statutes, to read

20 373.59 Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund. --

21 (12) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section

22| in the 2005-2006 and 2006-2007 fiscal years, the Suwannee

23| River Water Managenment District and the Sout hwest Florida

24| Water Managenent District may each use not nore than $4

25| million per year of noneys allocated to the respective

26| districts fromthe Water Managenent Lands Trust Fund,

27| including any unused portion and interest earnings on those
28| noneys, for the purposes of establishing mininmmflows or

29| levels for first and second magnitude Springs pursuant to s.
30| 370.042(2)(d).

31
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1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

2| law.

3

4 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

5 Senate Bill 2368

6

7| The conmittee substute deletes a provision that the springs
within the Suwannee Ri ver Water Managenment District and second

8| magnitude springs in other areas of the state need not be
i ncl uded on the water managenent district's mninmmflows and

9| levels priority list under certain conditions.

10| Provides that by January 1, 2008, the Suwannee Ri ver Wter
Managenent District and the Sout hwest Florida Water Managenent

11| District nust establish mnimmflows and levels for all first
and second magnitude springs remaining on their respective

12 Priority lists on the effective date of the bill. Such nininum

|l ows and | evels are not subject to independent peer review A

13| minimumflow or |evel shall take effect even if a
substantially affected person files a petition for an

14| administrative hearing under ch. 120, F.S.

15| For the next 2 fiscal years, the Suwannee Ri ver Water
Managenent District and the Sout hwest Florida Water Managenent

16| District nmay each use not nore than $4 nmillion per year of
certain specified noneys for the establishment of m ninum

17| flows and levels for first and second magnitude springs.
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