Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2370
By Senator Smith

14-1490- 05
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to all-terrain vehicles;
3 creating s. 261.20, F.S.; providing safety and
4 equi pnent requirements for the operation of
5 ATVs on public lands; restricting the
6 operat oi on by children of certain ages;
7 requiring safety training;, requiring the
8 Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
9 to inplenent a safety training program
10 provi ding instructor qualifications; providing
11 equi pnent and safe-operating requirenents;
12 prohibiting certain acts; providing penalties;
13 provi ding an effective date.
14
15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16
17 Section 1. Section 261.20, Florida Statutes, is
18| created to read:
19 261.20 Operation of all-terrain vehicles on public
20| lands: restrictions; safety courses:; required equipnent;
21| prohibited acts; penalties.--
22 (1) This section applies only to the operation of ATVs
23| on public | ands.
24 (2) A person who is under the age of:
25 (a) Six may not operate an ATV.
26 (b) Twelve mmy not operate an ATV having an engine
27| displacenment of 70 cubic centineters or nore.
28 (c) Sixteen may not operate an ATV having an _engine
29| displacenment of nore than 90 cubic centineters.
30
31
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Any person operating an ATV as permtted in this subsection,

nmust be under continuous adult supervision while operating the
ATV.

(3) Effective July 1, 2006, a person who was born on

or _after January 1, 1990, nust have in his or her possession

whi l e operating an ATV, a certificate evidencing the

satisfactory conpletion of an ATV safety course in this state

or _another jurisdiction. A nonresident who is in this state

tenporarily for a period not to exceed 30 days is exenpt from

this subsection.

(4)(a) The departnment shall devel op and inpl ement an

ATV safety-education programto provide training for operators

of ATVs. The course content shall be adopted froma curricul um

devel oped by a national safety organization, such as the

All-Terrain Vehicle Safety Institute.

(b) The departnent shall certify course sponsors and

course instructors, including individuals, clubs,

associations, or governnental entities to conduct ATV

safety-education courses and issue certificates evidencing

successful conpletion of such courses. A course sSponsor_nmy

charge a course fee in an anmpunt approved by the departnent,

not to exceed $10.

(c) A course instructor must:

1. Hold an ATV instructor certificate or license from

a _national ATV safety organi zation;

2. Be 18 years of age or ol der

3. Have had no convictions relating to al cohol or

controll ed-substance abuse within the preceding 2 vears; and

4. Have had no felony convictions.

(d)1. An ATV nust be equipped with a braking system

nmuf fler, and spark arrestor in operating condition.
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2. An ATV that is operated between sunset and sunri se,

or_when visibility is reduced because of rain, snoke, or snpg.

nmust display a lighted headlanp and taillanp unless the use of

such lights is prohibited by other |laws, such as a prohibition

on the use of |lights when hunting at night.

3. An ATV that is used in certain conpetitive events

may be exenpted from any equipnent requirenent in this

paragraph by departnental rule.

(5) 1t is a violation of this section to:

(a) Carry a passenger on an ATV.
(b) Operate an ATV whil e under the influence of

al cohol ., a controlled substance, or any prescription or

over-the-counter drug that inpairs vision or notor

coordi nati on.

(c) Operate an ATV without wearing eye protection and

an_approved safety hel net.

(d) Sell at retail or |lease an ATV, knowing that it is

intended for use by an underage person in violation of

subsection (2).

(e) Operate an ATV in a careless or reckless nmanner

that endangers or causes injury or damage to another person or

property.
(f) Any person who violates this section conmits a

noncrinmnal infraction and is subject to a fine of not |ess

than $25 nor nore than $500. However, a person who conmits

such acts with intent to defraud, or who conmits a second or

subsequent _violation, is subject to a fine of not |less than
$50 nor nore than $1.000.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Est abl i shes requirenents for the safe operation of
all-terrain vehicles on public |ands. Provides age
limtations for operators. Requires a safety course and
provides for the establishnment of a safety-course
program Provides instructor qualifications. Provides
equl pment and other safety requirenents. Provides fines
for violations.
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