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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. SB 2426
Bar code 550614

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Conmittee on Environnental Preservation (Al exander)

recommended the foll owi ng anendnent :

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:

Section 1. Section 380.276, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

380. 276 Beaches and coastal areas; display of uniform
war ni ng and safety flags at en public beaches; placenent of

uniformnotification signs; beach safety education.--

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature that a
cooperative effort anbng state agencies and | ocal governnents
be undertaken to plan for and assist in the display of uniform
war ni ng and safety flags, and the placenent of uniform
notification signs that provide the neani ng of such warning
and safety flags, at en—the public beaches al ong the coast of
the state. Because the varying natural conditions of Florida's
public beaches and coastal areas pose significant risks to the
safety of tourists and the geniral public, it is inportant to
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informthe public of the need to exercise caution

(2) The Departnent of Environmental Protection
t hrough the Florida Coastal Managenent Program shall direct
and coordi nate the uni formwarning and safety flag program
The purpose of the program shall be to encourage the display

of uniformwarning and safety flags at aH public beaches

al ong the coast of the state at—whreh—warnrng—and—safety—ags
are—di-sptayed—andtifeguards—are—oen—duty;- and to encourage the

pl acenent of uniformnotification signs that provide the

meani ng of such flags. Only warning and safety flags devel oped

by the departnent shall be displayed. Participation in the

program shall be open to any governnent having jurisdiction

over _a public beach along the coast, whether or not the beach

has |ifequards.

(3) The Departnent of Environmental Protection shal
devel op a program for the display of uniformwarning and

safety flags at aH public beaches along the coast of the

st at e at—which—warntng—and—safety—HHags—are—disptayed—and
H-feguards—are—on—duty— and for the placenment of uniform

notification signs that provide the neaning of the flags
di spl ayed. Such a program shal |l provide:

(a) For posted notification of the neaning of each of
the warning and safety flags at all designated public access
poi nt s.

(b) That uniformnotification signs be posted in a
conspi cuous | ocation and be clearly Iegible.

(c) A standard size, shape, color, and definition for
each warning and safety flag.
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(4) The Departnent of Environmental Protection is
authorized, within the Iimts of appropriations or grants
available to it for such purposes, to establish and operate a
programto encourage the display of uniformwarning and safety
flags at en—at+ public beaches al ong the coast of the state
and to encourage the placenment of uniformnotification signs
that provide the neaning of the flags displayed. The
departnent shall coordinate the inplenmentation of the uniform
warni ng and safety flag programw th | ocal governing bodies
and the Florida Beach Patrol Chiefs Association

(5) The Departnent of Environmental Protection may
adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 necessary to
admi ni ster this section.

(6) Due to the inherent danger of constantly changing

surf conditions along Florida's coast, the state, state

agenci es, local and regional governnent entities or

authorities, and their individual enployees and agents

gevernrentss—ant—tocat—governrent—agenretes nay not be hel d

liable for any injury or loss of life caused by changing surf

condi tions along the coastal areas, whether or not uniform

war ni ng and safety flags or notification signs devel oped by

t he departnent are displayed or posted the—+easenable
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(7) The Departnment of Environnmental Protection

t hrough the Florida Coastal Minagenent Program my al so
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devel op and make available to the public other educationa

informati on and materials related to beach safety.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============

And the title is anended as foll ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to beach safety; anending s.
380.276, F.S.; revising the provisions for the
pl acenent of uniform warning and safety fl ags
at public beaches; prohibiting the display of
flags not specifically devel oped by the
Depart nent of Environmental Protection;
revising liability provisions; authorizing the
departrment to devel op and distribute
information and materials related to beach

safety; providing an effective date.
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