Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for CS for SB 2480

By the Conmittees on Education Appropriations; Education; and
Senat ors Lynn, Haridopol os, Baker, Sebesta, Peaden and Bennett

602- 2383- 05
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; anending s.
3 1001.03, F.S., relating to the powers of the
4 State Board of Education; requiring the State
5 Board of Education to periodically reviewthe
6 Sunshine State Standards; creating s. 1001. 215
7 F.S.; creating the Just Read, Florida! Ofice
8 wi thin the Departnent of Education; providing
9 duties of the office; amending s. 1001.42,
10 F.S., relating to powers and duties of a
11 district school board; revising the
12 requi renents for school inprovenment plans;
13 creating s. 1002.385, F.S.; creating the
14 Readi ng Conpact Schol arshi ps Program providing
15 schol arships to attend a public or private
16 school to students who have scored at Level 1
17 on the reading portion of the Florida
18 Conprehensi ve Assessnent Test for 3 consecutive
19 years; providing an opportunity for screening
20 to identify reading disabilities; providing
21 schol arship eligibility requirenents;
22 speci fyi ng schol arship obligations for
23 participating public and private schools and
24 parents and students; providing for scholarship
25 fundi ng and paynent; directing the Departnent
26 of Education and the Conmi ssioner of Education
27 to administer the scholarship program liniting
28 the liability of the state; providing
29 rul emaki ng authority; creating s. 1002.421
30 F.S.; prescribing requirenments of private
31 school s participating in state school choice
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1 schol arshi p prograns; requiring conpliance with
2 requirenents relating to notice, student

3 enrol |l ment and attendance verification, fisca
4 soundness, acadeni c assessnent, and

5 crim nal - background checks and to applicable

6 state and |l ocal health, safety, and welfare

7 | aws, codes, and rules; providing grounds for
8 ineligibility to participate in certain

9 schol arshi p prograns; providing rul emeking

10 authority to the State Board of Education

11 creating s. 1002.423, F.S.; prescribing

12 obl i gations of the Departnment of Education for
13 education schol arship prograns; requiring the
14 departnment to identify certain assessnents;

15 requiring the departnment to select a private
16 research organi zation to which private school s
17 report student scores; providing reporting

18 requi renents; anending s. 1003.03, F.S.

19 revising dates for inplenentation of class size
20 maxi muns; creating s. 1003.035, F.S.; providing
21 for the contingent application of the section
22 upon the adoption of an amendment to the State
23 Constitution; prescribing district average
24 class size limtations for grades
25 preki ndergarten through 3, grades 4 through 8
26 and grades 9 through 12; requiring the
27 Department of Education to annually calcul ate
28 cl ass size neasures based on a specified
29 st udent - nenber shi p survey; providing
30 i mpl ement ation options; providing for
31 accountability and for transfer of funds in
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1 certain circunstances; providing for the

2 department redrawi ng attendance zones in

3 certain circunstances; anending s. 1003. 05,

4 F.S.; relating to mlitary famlies; limting

5 certain enroll ment opportunities; creating s.

6 1003.413, F.S.; requiring school districts to

7 adopt certain reading policies in high schools;
8 requiring that certain high schools offer

9 speci fic support services for students scoring
10 at Level 1 on the FCAT reading test; creating a
11 hi gh school task force; providing nenbership

12 provi ding reporting requirenments; anmending s.
13 1003. 415, F.S., relating to the Mddl e Schoo

14 Grades Reform Act; revising legislative intent;
15 del eti ng obsol ete references; creating s.

16 1003. 4155, F.S.; establishing a grading system
17 for m ddl e schools; creating s. 1003. 4156

18 F.S.; establishing general requirenents for

19 promotion from m ddl e school; requiring the
20 successful conpletion of 12 academ c credits in
21 certain courses; requiring an intensive reading
22 course under certain circunstances; defining a
23 m ddl e school acadenic credit for purposes of
24 the section; requiring district school boards
25 to adopt policies for alternatives to obtain
26 credits; anmending s. 1003.42, F.S., relating to
27 required instruction; revising and increasing
28 the requirenments for studying U S. history and
29 free enterprise; providing rulemaki ng authority
30 to the State Board of Education; anmending s.
31 1003.52, F.S.; requiring the Departnent of
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1 Education to devel op procedures for reporting
2 performance and participation data of students
3 in juvenile justice education prograns;

4 anmendi ng s. 1003.57, F.S.; providing guidelines
5 for determning the residency of a student who
6 receives instruction as an exceptional student
7 with a disability; requiring the student's

8 pl acing authority or parent to pay the cost of
9 such instruction, facilities, and services;

10 provi ding responsibilities of the Departnent of
11 Educati on; providing responsibilities of

12 residential facilities that educate exceptiona
13 students with disabilities; providing

14 applicability; creating s. 1003.575, F.S.

15 requiring the Departnment of Education to devise
16 an individual education plan formfor use in
17 devel opi ng and i npl enenting i ndi vi dua

18 education plans for exceptional students;

19 requiring school districts to use the form

20 anending s. 1003.58, F.S.; conformng a

21 cross-reference; anending s. 1004.04, F.S.

22 requiring the Council for Education Policy

23 Research and | nprovenent to review and report
24 on the effectiveness of the graduates of

25 st at e- approved teacher preparation prograns and
26 alternative certification prograns; creating s.
27 1004.64, F.S.; establishing the Florida Center
28 for Readi ng Research; specifying duties of the
29 center; anmending s. 1008.22, F.S., relating to
30 student assessnent; expressing |egislative

31 intent; identifying grade |levels for state
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1 assessnment administration; elinminating obsol ete
2 references; requiring certain reports; anending
3 s. 1008.25, F.S., relating to public schoo

4 student progression; elimnating obsolete

5 references; directing the Departnent of

6 Education to establish a uniformformat for

7 reporting student progression information

8 requiring certain reports; anending s. 1008. 31
9 F.S., relating to education accountability;

10 expressing legislative intent relating to

11 performance neasures established by the Board
12 of Governors with respect to the state

13 universities; elinmnating certain

14 per f ormance- based fundi ng requirenents;

15 provi ding guiding principles for the

16 accountability system revising the goals of

17 the accountability systen requiring certain

18 reports; providing rulemaking authority to the
19 State Board of Education; anmending s. 1008. 33
20 F.S., relating to the authority to enforce
21 public school inprovenent; authorizing transfer
22 of certain teachers to | ow perform ng schools;
23 anending s. 1008.34, F.S., relating to the
24 school grading system requiring all schools to
25 recei ve a school grade except certain
26 alternative schools; requiring that achi evenent
27 scores and | earning gains be calculated in
28 alternative schools that provide certain
29 services; requiring that student test scores be
30 calculated in the alternative school in which
31 the student is enrolled and in the schoo
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1 previously attended by the student; providing

2 exceptions; requiring the Departnent of

3 Education to devel op a school report card;

4 creating s. 1008.341, F.S.; requiring schoo

5 i mprovenent ratings for alternative schools;

6 provi ding definitions; requiring that the

7 Commi ssi oner of Education prepare an annua

8 report; specifying the data to be used in

9 determ ni ng school inprovenent ratings;

10 requiring the departnment to identify student

11 | earni ng gains annually; requiring that a

12 school report card be delivered to parents;

13 requiring the State Board of Education to adopt
14 rul es; amending s. 1008.36, F.S., relating to
15 the Fl orida School Recognition Program

16 provi ding that certain feeder schools are

17 eligible to participate in the program

18 providing a definition; requiring certain

19 feeder schools to be subject to the Opportunity
20 Schol arship Program as defined in s. 1002. 38
21 F.S.; providing for the disposition of schoo
22 recognition funds; defining eligibility for the
23 recei pt of school recognition funds; anending
24 s. 1011.62, F.S., relating to funds for the
25 operation of schools; providing for additiona
26 funding for students enrolled in education
27 programs for juveniles; providing a nethodol ogy
28 to calculate full-tinme equival ent student
29 menbership of the Florida Virtual School
30 creating a research-based readi ng-instruction
31 all ocation for students in kindergarten through
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1 grade 12; providing for the use of the funds;
2 provi ding for fund di sbursenment; anending ss.
3 1011. 685, and 1011.71, F.S., to conform

4 creating s. 1011.6855, F.S.; providing for the
5 contingent application of the section upon the
6 adoption of an amendnent to the State

7 Constitution; establishing an operating

8 categorical fund; providing a nmninum

9 i nstructional personnel salary; requiring the
10 use of certain funds for class size reduction
11 anmending s. 1012.21, F.S., relating to the

12 duties of the Departnent of Education

13 requiring the departnment to annually post

14 school district collective bargaining

15 agreenents on-1line; anmending s. 1012.22, F.S.
16 relating to public school personnel; requiring
17 school boards to adopt differentiated-pay

18 policies for school adm nistrators and

19 i nstructional personnel; specifying factors to
20 be included in differentiated-pay policies;
21 provi ding for the withholding of funds for
22 failure to conply; creating s. 1012.2305, F.S.;
23 expressing legislative intent regarding mninmm
24 i nstructional personnel pay; providing for
25 contingent application of the section upon the
26 adoption of an amendnent to the State
27 Constitution; establishing mninmmpay for
28 certain instructional personnel; creating s.
29 1012. 2315, F.S.; establishing |egislative
30 findings; expressing legislative intent;
31 providing criteria for the assignnment of

7
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for CS for SB 2480
602- 2383- 05

1 teachers to certain schools; authorizing

2 certain salary incentives; limting certain

3 col l ective bargaining provisions relating to

4 assi gnnment of teachers at certain schools;

5 anending s. 1012.72, F.S., relating to the Dal e
6 Hi ckam Excel | ent Teachi ng Program requiring

7 that the Departnment of Education adm nister the
8 Dal e Hi ckam Excel | ent Teachi ng Program Trust

9 Fund; requiring the Council for Education

10 Policy Research and | nprovenent to evaluate the
11 benefits and effectiveness of the program

12 creating s. 1012.986, F.S.; establishing a

13 st atewi de system for the professiona

14 devel opnent of school |eaders; providing a

15 short title; providing program purposes and

16 | egislative intent; requiring the Departnent of
17 Education to annually deternmine criteria for

18 school | eadership designations based on certain
19 factors; requiring certain program conponents;
20 providing for a program delivery system
21 provi di ng rul emeki ng authority to the State
22 Board of Education; anmending s. 1013.512, F.S.
23 requiring the release of funds remaining in
24 reserve relating to school district |and
25 acquisition and facilities operations;
26 speci fyi ng when a Land Acqui sition and
27 Facilities Advisory Board shall be disbanded;
28 approving a transfer of an endownent fromthe
29 Appl eton Cultural Center, Inc., to the Centra
30 Fl ori da Community Col | ege Foundation; providing
31 restrictions on the managenent of the
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endownent ; rel easing the foundation from
certain trust agreenment and statutory

requi renents; repealing s. 1012.987, F.S.
relating to education | eadership devel opnent;
repealing s. 1012.231, F.S., relating to the
BEST Fl ori da Teaching Salary career | adder
program providing for severability; providing

contingent effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 1001.03, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1001. 03 Specific powers of State Board of Education.--

(1) PUBLIC K-12 STUDENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. - - The
State Board of Education shall approve the student performance
st andards known as the Sunshine State Standards in key

acadeni ¢ subject areas and grade |levels. The board shal

periodically review the standards to ensure adequate rigor

| ogical pupil progression, and articulation fromgrade to

grade, and shall evaluate the extent to which the standards

are being taught at each grade | evel.

Section 2. Section 1001.215, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

1001. 215 Just Read, Florida!l Ofice.--There is created

within the Departnent of Education the Just Read, Floridal!
Ofice. The office shall

(1) Train professionally certified teachers to becone

certified reading coaches.

(2) Train K-12 teachers, school principals, and

parents on research-based strategies for reading instruction.
9
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(3) Provide technical assistance to districts in the

devel opnent _and i npl enentation of, and annually revi ew and

approve district plans for use of, the Research-based Readi ng

Instruction Allocation pursuant to s. 1011.62(9).

(4) Wrk with the Florida Center for Reading Research

created under s. 1004.64 to provide information on

research-based readi ng prograns.

(5) Periodically review the Sunshine State Standards

for reading at all grade |evels.

(6) Periodically review the teacher certification

exani nations to ensure that they reflect proficiency in

research-based strategies for reading instruction.

(7) Wrrk with teacher preparation prograns approved

under s. 1004.04 to ensure the integration of research-based

strategies for reading instruction into teacher preparation

prograns.
(8) Adm nister grants and perform other functions

necessary to assist with neeting the goal that all students

are readi ng on grade |evel.

Section 3. Subsection (16) of section 1001.42, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district schoo
board. --The district school board, acting as a board, shal
exercise all powers and performall duties |isted bel ow

(16) | MPLEMENT SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT AND
ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --Mai ntain a system of school inprovenent and
education accountability as provided by statute and State
Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovement and
education accountability shall be consistent with, and
i mpl enmented through, the district's continuing system of
pl anni ng and budgeting required by this section and ss.

10
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1| 1008.385, 1010.01, and 1011.01. This system of schoo

2| inmprovenent and education accountability shall include, but is
3| not linmted to, the follow ng:

4 (a) School inprovenment plans.--Annually approve and

5| require inplenentation of a new, anended, or continuation

6| school inprovement plan for each school in the district,

7| except that a district school board may establish a district

8| school inprovement plan that includes all schools in the

9| district operating for the purpose of providing educationa

10| services to youth in Department of Juvenile Justice prograns.
11| Such plan shall be designed to achieve the state education

12| priorities pursuant to s. 1000.03(5) and student perfornmance
13| standards. In addition, any school required to inplement a

14| rigorous reading requirenment pursuant to s. 1003.415 nust

15| include such conponent in its school inprovement plan. Each

16| plan shall also address issues relative to budget, training,
17| instructional materials, technol ogy, staffing, student support
18| services, specific school safety and discipline strategies,

19| student health and fitness, including physical fitness,

20| parental information on student health and fitness, and indoor
21| environnental air quality, and other matters of resource

22| allocation, as determ ned by district school board policy, and
23| shall be based on an analysis of student achi evement and ot her
24| school performance dat a.

25 (b) Inprovenment plan requirenments. --Each district

26| school board's system of school inprovenent and student

27| progression nust be designed to provide frequent and accurate
28| information to the teacher and student regarding each

29| student's progress toward mastering the Sunshine State

30| Standards. The system nust denonstrate the alignment of the
31| Sunshine State Standards, instructional strategies,
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1| assessnent, and professional devel opnent. Each school's schoo
2| inprovenment plan nust identify the strategies for nonitoring
3| the progress of each student. The process used by each schoo
4| to nonitor student progression nmust, at a mninmm contain the
5| followi ng conponents that are aimed at increasing student

6| achi evenent:

7 1. Disaggregated student achievenent data related to
8| student performance which are used to identify each individua
9| student's strengths and weaknesses and to deternine the

10| effectiveness of the teaching and learning strategies that are
11| being used in the classroom

12 2. The Sunshine State Standards instructional cal endar
13| and tineline, using disaggregated student performance data to
14| focus instruction on the Sunshine State Standards, nmnage

15| instructional time, and allocate resources;

16 3. Prioritized instructional focus to facilitate

17| explicit and systematic instruction using research-based

18| effective practices in the classroom

19 4. Mni-assessnents of targeted Sunshine State
20| Standards benchmarks to nonitor students' progress and
21| generate data to redesign instruction, if needed;
22 5. Alternative in-school, tutorial, renediation, or
23| enrichnent strategies for students which are based on each
24| student's individual academ c needs as defined by the
25| mni-assessnents; and
26 6. Systematic nonitoring of each teacher's
27| inplenentation of the conprehensive program for student
28| progression as described in subparagraphs 1.-5.
29 (c) by Approval process.--Devel op a process for
30| approval of a school inprovenent plan presented by an
31| individual school and its advisory council. In the event a
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1| district school board does not approve a school inprovenent

2| plan after exhausting this process, the Departnent of

3| Education shall be notified of the need for assistance.

4 (d) ey Assistance and intervention.--

5 1. Develop a 2-year plan of increasing individualized
6| assistance and intervention for each school in danger of not
7| neeting state standards or nmki ng adequate progress, as

8| defined pursuant to statute and State Board of Education rule,
9| toward neeting the goals and standards of its approved schoo
10| i nmprovenent pl an.

11 2. Provide assistance and intervention to a schoo

12| that is identified as being in performance grade category "D'
13| pursuant to s. 1008.34 and is in danger of failing.

14 3. Develop a plan to encourage teachers with

15| demonstrated nastery in inproving student performance to

16| remain at or transfer to a school designated as performance
17| grade category "D' or "F'" or to an alternative school that

18| serves disruptive or violent youths. |If a classroomteacher
19| as defined by s. 1012.01(2)(a), who neets the definition of
20| teaching mastery devel oped according to the provisions of this
21| paragraph, requests assignnent to a school designated as

22| performance grade category "D' or "F" or to an alternative

23| school that serves disruptive or violent youths, the district
24| school board shall mnmeke every practical effort to grant the
25| request.

26 4. Prioritize, to the extent possible, the

27| expenditures of funds received fromthe supplenental academ c
28| instruction categorical fund under s. 1011.62(1)(f) to inprove
29| student performance in schools that receive a performance

30| grade category designation of "D' or "F."

31
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(el After 2 years.--Notify the Comm ssioner of
Educati on and the State Board of Education in the event any
school does not nmke adequate progress toward neeting the
goal s and standards of a school inprovenent plan by the end of
2 years of failing to nake adequate progress and proceed
according to guidelines devel oped pursuant to statute and
State Board of Education rule. School districts shall provide
i ntervention and assistance to schools in danger of being
desi gnated as performance grade category "F," failing to nake
adequat e progress.

(f)€éey Public disclosure.--Provide information
regardi ng performance of students and educati onal prograns as
requi red pursuant to ss. 1008.22 and 1008. 385 and i npl enent a
system of school reports as required by statute and State
Board of Education rule that shall include schools operating
for the purpose of providing educational services to youth in
Department of Juvenile Justice prograns, and for those
school s, report on the elenments specified in s. 1003.52(19).
Annual public disclosure reports shall be in an easy-to-read
report card format and shall include the school's student and
school performance grade category designation and perfornmance
data as specified in state board rule.

(9) €8 School inmprovenent funds.--Provide funds to
school s for devel opi ng and i npl ementi ng school i nprovenent
pl ans. Such funds shall include those funds appropriated for
t he purpose of school inmprovenent pursuant to s. 24.121(5)(c).

Section 4. Section 1002.385, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1002.385 The Readi ng Conpact Schol arshi ps

Program --There is established the Readi ng Conpact

Schol arshi ps Program a program designed to offer parents of
14
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students who have not attained readi ng proficiency beyond

Level 1 an educational choice to further the students'

progress in reading.

(1) PURPOSE. - - The purpose of the Readi ng Conpact

Schol arships Programis to provide to each student who has

scored at Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT for 3

consecutive vears the option to attend a public or private

school of choice.

(2) ELIGBILITY.--The parent of a public schoo

student may request and receive fromthe state a Readi ng

Conpact Schol arship for the student to enroll in and attend a

private school in accordance with this section if:

(a) The student has scored at Level 1 on the reading

portion of the FCAT for a period of 3 consecutive vears.

However, a student shall be recommended for screening and

evaluation, with parental consent, to determnm ne the student's

eligibility for exceptional student services if the student:

1. Has scored at Level 1 on the reading portion of the

EFCAT for two consecutive years; and

2. Has not previously been identified as an

exceptional student having a disability that interferes with

his or her academic progress in reading.

(b) The parent has obtai ned acceptance for adni ssion

of the student to a private school eligible for the program

under subsection (8) and has requested fromthe Departnent of

Educati on _a Readi ng Conpact Schol arship at | east 60 days

before the date of the first scholarship paynent. The parenta

request nmust be made through a direct conmunication to the

Departnment of Education in a manner that creates a witten or

el ectronic record of the request and the date of receipt of

the request.

15
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1 (3) PROHIBITIONS. --A student is ineligible to receive
2| a_Reading Conpact Scholarship if the student is:

3 (a) Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of
4| providing educational services to youth in Departnent of

5| Juvenile Justice conmtment prograns.

6 (b) Receiving a scholarship froman eligible nonprofit
7| schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on under s. 220.187.

8 (c) Receiving an educational schol arship under chapter
9| 1002.

10 (d) Participating in a home education program as

11| defined in s. 1002.01(1).

12 (e) Participating in a private tutoring program under
13| s. 1002.43.

14 (f) Participating in a virtual school, correspondence
15| school, or distance |earning programthat receives state

16| funding pursuant to the student's participation

17 (d) Not receiving regular and direct contact with his
18| or her private school teachers at the school's physica

19| Location.

20 (4) TERM OF SCHOLARSHI P. - -

21 (a) For purposes of continuity of educational choice,
22| a _Reading Conpact Scholarship shall remain in force until the
23| student returns to a public school or graduates from high

24| school

25 (b) Upon reasonable notice to the Departnment of

26 | Education and the school district, the student's parent may
27| renove the student fromthe private school and place the

28| student in a public school, as provided in subsection (5).

29 (c) Upon reasonable notice to the Departnment of

30| Education, the student's parent may nove the student from one
31
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1| participating private school to another participating private
2| school

3 (5) SCHOOL DI STRICT OBLI GATI ONS; PARENTAL OPTI ONS. - -

4 (a)l. A school district shall notify the parent of

5| each eligible student of all options available under this

6| section and shall offer the parent an opportunity to enrol

7| the student in another public school within the district.

8 2.  The parent need not accept the offer of enrolling
9| the student in another public school in lieu of requesting a
10| Readi ng Conpact Scholarship to a private school. However, if
11| the parent chooses the public-school option, the student may
12| continue attending a public school chosen by the parent unti
13| the student graduates from high school

14 3. If the parent chooses a public school consistent
15| with the district school board's choice plan under s. 1002.31
16| the school district shall provide transportation to the public
17| school selected by the parent. The parent is responsible for
18| providing transportation to a public school that the parent
19| has chosen if the choice is not consistent with the district
20| school board's choice plan under s. 1002.31

21 (b) If the parent chooses the private-school option

22| and the student is accepted by the private school, pending the
23| availability of a space for the student, the parent of the

24| student nust notify the departnment 60 days before the first
25| schol arship paynment and before entering the private school in
26| order to be eligible for the scholarship when a space becones
27| available for the student in the private school

28 (c) The parent of a student may choose, as an

29| alternative, to enroll the student in and transport the

30| student to a public school in an adjacent school district

31| which has avail able space, and that school district shal

17
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accept the student and report the student for purposes of the

district's funding under the Florida Education Fi nance

Program
(d)  For a student in the district who participates in

the Readi ng Conpact Schol arshi ps Program and whose parent

requests that the student take the statew de assessnents under

s. 1008.22, the district shall provide locations and tines to

take all statew de assessnents.
(6) DEPARTNMENT OF EDUCATI ON; OBLI GATI ONS. - - The

Departnent of Education shall

(a) Establish a toll-free hotline that provides

parents and private schools with information on participation

in the Readi ng Conpact Schol arshi ps Program

(b) Establish a procedure by which individuals may

notify the departnent of any violation by a parent, private

school ., or school district of state laws relating to program

participation. The departnent shall refer or conduct an

investigation of any witten conplaint of a violation of this

section if the conplaint is signed by the conplainant and is

legally sufficient. A conplaint is legally sufficient if it

contains ultimte facts that show that a violation of this

section or of any rule adopted by the State Board of Education

has occurred. In order to determine |egal sufficiency, the

Department of Education may require supporting information or

docunentation fromthe conplainant. The Departnent of

Education may investigate anonynous conplaints.

(c) Require an annual notarized sworn conpliance

statenent by participating private schools certifying

conpliance with state laws and shall retain such records.

(d) Cross-check the list of participating scholarship

students with the public school enrollment |lists and other
18
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education scholarship programlists before the first

schol arship paynent to avoid duplication.
(7) COWVM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON;  AUTHORI TY AND
OBLI GATI ONS. - -

(a) The Commi ssioner of FEducation shall deny, suspend,

or revoke a private school's participation in the scholarship

programif it is determ ned that the private school has failed

to conply with this section. However, if the nonconpliance is

correctable within a reasonable ampunt of tine and if the

health, safety, and welfare of the students is not threatened,

the conmm ssioner may issue a notice of nonconpliance which

provides the private school with a timefrane within which to

provi de evidence of conpliance before the conm ssioner takes

action to suspend or revoke the private school's continued

participation in the scholarship program

(b) The conmi ssioner's determnation is subject to the

follow ng conditions:

1. If the conmi ssioner intends to deny, suspend, or

revoke a private school's participation in the schol arship

program the departnent shall notify the private school of

such proposed action in witing by certified and reqular mail

to the private school's address of record with the Departnent

of Education. The notification nust include the reasons for

the proposed action and notice of the tinelines and procedures

set forth in this paragraph.

2. A private school that is adversely affected by the

proposed action has 15 days after its receipt of the notice of

proposed action to file with the agency clerk of the

Departnment of FEducation a request for a proceedi ng under_ ss.

120.569 and 120.57. |If the private school is entitled to a

19
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1| hearing under s. 120.57(1), the departnent shall forward the

2| request to the Division of Adninistrative Hearings.

3 3. Upon receipt of a request referred under this

4| subsection, the director of the Division of Administrative

5| Hearings shall expedite the hearing and assign an

6| adnministrative |aw judge who shall commence a hearing within

7| 30 days after the receipt of the formal witten protest by the
8| division and shall enter a recommended order within 30 days

9| after the hearing or within 30 days after receipt of the

10| hearing transcript, whichever is later. Each party has 10 days
11| in which to submit witten exceptions to the recomended

12| order. The agency nust enter a final order within 30 days

13| after the entry of a recommended order. The provisions of this
14| paragraph may be waived upon stipulation by all parties.

15 (c) The conmi ssioner shall inmediately suspend paynment
16| if it is deternmined that there is probable cause to believe

17| that there is:

18 1. An inminent threat to the health, safety, and

19| welfare of the students; or

20 2. Fraudulent activity on the part of the private

21| school

22

23| The conmi ssioner's order suspending paynent under this

24| paragraph is subject to the same procedures and tinelines as
25| the notice of proposed action set forth in paragraph (b).

26 (8) PRIVATE SCHOOLS:; ELIG BILITY AND OBLI GATIONS. - - To
27| be eligible to participate in the Reading Conpact Schol arships
28| Program a private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian,

29| and nust:

30

31
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1 (a) Conply with all requirenments for private schools

2| participating in state school choice prograns under s.

3| 1002.421.

4 (b) Provide to the department all docunentation

5| required for the student's participation, including the

6| private school's and student's fee schedules, at |east 30 days
7| before the first quarterly scholarship paynent is nmade for the
8| student.

9 (c) Be academically accountable to the parent for

10| neeting the educational needs of the student by:

11 1. At a mininmum annually providing to the parent a
12| witten explanation of the student's progress.

13 2. Cooperating with the scholarship student whose

14| parent chooses to participate in the statew de assessnments

15| under s. 1008. 32.

16 3. Denonstrating fiscal soundness and accountability.
17

18| The inability of a private school to neet the requirenents of
19| this subsection constitutes a basis for the ineligibility of
20| the private school to participate in the schol arship program
21| as deternined by the departnent.

22 (9) OBLIGATI ONS OF PARENTS AND STUDENTS. - - A parent who
23| applies for a Reading Conpact Scholarship is exercising his or
24| her parental option to place his or her child in a private

25| schooaol

26 (a) The parent nust select the private school and

27| apply for the admission of his or her child.

28 (b) The parent nust have requested the schol arship at
29| | east 60 days before the date of the first scholarship

30| payment.

31

21
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1 (c) Any student participating in the Reading Conpact

2| Schol arships Program nust remain in attendance throughout the
3| school year unless excused by the school for illness or other
4| good cause.

5 (d) The parent of each student participating in the

6| Readi ng Conpact Schol arshi ps Program nust conply fully with

7| the private school's requirenents for parental involvenent

8| unl ess excused by the school for illness or other good cause.
9 (e) The parent shall ensure that the student

10| participating in the scholarship programtakes the

11| normreferenced assessnent offered by the private school or

12| the statewi de assessnents required under s. 1008.22. The

13| parent may also choose to have the student participate in al
14| statew de assessments under s. 1008.22, and, if the parent

15| chooses such optional participation, he or she is responsible
16| for transporting the student to the assessnent site designated
17| by the school district.

18 (f) Upon receipt of a scholarship warrant, the parent
19| to whomthe warrant is made nust restrictively endorse the

20| warrant to the private school for deposit into the account of
21| the private school. The parent may not designate any entity or
22| individual associated with the participating private school as
23| the parent's attorney in fact to sign a scholarship warrant. A
24| participant who fails to conply with this paragraph forfeits
25| the schol arship.

26 (10) FUNDI NG AND PAYMENT. - -

27 (a) The maxi mum ampunt of a Readi ng Conpact

28| Scholarship granted to an eligible student shall be a

29| calcul ated anpunt equivalent to the base student allocation in
30| the Florida Education Finance Programmultiplied by the

31| appropriate cost factor for the educational programthat would

22
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have been provided for the student in the district school to

which he or she was assigned, nultiplied by the district cost

differential. In addition, the calcul ated ampunt shall incl ude

the per-student share of instructional materials funds,

technol ogy funds, and other categorical funds as provided for

this purpose in the General Appropriations Act.

(b) The ampunt of the Readi ng Conpact Schol arship

shall be the cal cul ated anpunt or the ampunt of the private

school's tuition and fees, whichever is less. Eligible fees

include textbook fees, |ab fees, and other fees related to

instruction, including transportation fees.

(c) The school district shall report all students who

are attending a private school under this program Students

who attend private schools on Readi ng Conpact Schol arshi ps

shall be reported separately fromthose students reported for

purposes of the Florida Education Finance Program

(d) A public or private school that provides services

to students with disabilities shall receive the weighted

fundi ng for such services at the appropriate funding | eve

consistent with s. 1011.62(1)(e).

(e) For purposes of calculating the amount of a

Readi ng Conpact Schol arship, a student is eligible for the

ampunt _of the appropriate basic cost factor if:

1. The student currently participates in a G oup

program funded at the basic cost factor and i s not

subsequently identified as having a disability; or

2. The student currently participates in a Goup |

program and the parent has chosen a private school that does

not provide the additional services funded by the G oup |

program

23
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(f) Following notification on July 1, Septenber 1

Decenber 1, or February 1 of the nunmber of program

participants, the Departnent of Education shall transfer, from

general revenue funds only, the cal cul ated amount fromthe

Fl ori da Education Finance Program and authorized categorica

accounts to a separate account for the Readi ng Conpact

Schol arshi ps Program for quarterly di sbursenent to the parents

of participating students. Wien a student enters the

schol arship program the Departnent of Education nmust receive

al |l docunentation required for the student's participation,

including the private school's and student's fee schedul es, at

| east 30 days before the first quarterly scholarship paynment

is made for the student.

(d)  The Chief Financial Oficer shall make Reading

Conpact Schol arship paynents in four equal ampunts no | ater

than Septenber 1, Novenber 1, February 1, and April 1 of each

academ c year in which the Readi ng Conpact Scholarship is in

force. The initial payment shall be nmade after the Departnent

of Education's verification of adm ssion acceptance, and

subsequent paynents shall be made upon verification of

continued enroll nent _and attendance at the private school

Paynent nust be by individual warrant nmade payable to the

student's parent and mailed by the Departnent of Education to

the private school of the parent's choice, and the parent

shall restrictively endorse the warrant to the private school

(h) Subsequent to each schol arship paynent, the

Departnent of Financial Services shall randomy review

endorsed warrants to confirmconpliance with endorsenent

requi renents. The Departnent of Financial Services shal

imedi ately report inconsistencies or irreqularities to the

Depart nent of Education.

24
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(11) LIABILITY.--Liability on the part of the state

may not _arise on the basis of the award or use of a Reading

Conpact Schol arshi p.
(12) RULES.--The State Board of Education shall adopt
rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to admi nister this

section. The rules nust include penalties for nonconpliance

with subsection (8) or subsection (9). However, the inclusion

of eligible private schools in the options available to public

school students in this state does not expand the regul atory

authority of the state, its officers, or any school district

to inpose any additional requlations upon private schools

beyond those that are reasonably necessary to enforce

requirenents expressly set forth in this section.

Section 5. Section 1002.421, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

1002.421 Rights and obligations of private schools

participating in state school choice schol arship

prograns. --The requirenents inposed under this section on

private schools that participate in state school choice

schol arship prograns are in addition to the requirenents for

private schools which are outlined in s. 1002.42, specific

requi renents under |laws relating to various scholarship

prograns, and other laws of this state which apply to private

school s.

(1) A private school in this state which participates

in the Corporate Tax Credit Schol arship Program as defined in

s. 220.187, or in an educational schol arship program

est abl i shed under chapter 1002 nust conply with al

requirenents of this section.

(2) A private school participating in a scholarship

programin this state:

25
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1 (a) Must be a Florida private school as defined in s.
2| 1002.01(2).

3 (b) Must conply with all state |aws pertaining to

4| private schools.

5 (c) Must be a registered Florida private school in

6| accordance with s. 1002.42.

7 (d) Must maintain a physical location in this state

8| where each scholarship student reqularly attends classes.

9 (e) My not be a correspondence school or distance

10| learning school

11 (f) May not direct or provide scholarship funds to a
12| parent of a scholarship student who receives instruction under
13| the program at hone.

14 (g) May not be a home education program as defined in
15| s. 1002.01(1).

16 (h) My not be a private tutoring program as described
17| in s. 1002.43.

18 (i) Must conply with the anti-discrimnation

19| provisions of 42 U . S.C._s. 2000d.
20 (j) Must notify the department of its intent to
21| participate in a scholarship program
22 (k) Mist notify the departnment of any change in the
23| school's name, school director, mailing address, or physica
24| location within 15 days after the change occurs.
25 (1) Must conplete student-enroll nment and
26| attendance-verification requirenments, including an on-line
27| attendance-verification form before a scholarship paynment is
28| made.
29 (m Mist annually conplete and submit to the
30| departnent a notarized schol arship conpliance statenent
31
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certifying conpliance with state laws relating to the

participation of private schools in the scholarship program

(n) Must denpbnstrate fiscal soundness and

accountability by:

1. Having been in operation for at |east 3 schoo

vears or _obtaining a surety bond or letter of credit for the

anpunt equal to the scholarship funds for any quarter and

filing the surety bond or letter of credit with the

depart nment.
2. Requiring the parent of each schol arship student to

personally restrictively endorse the scholarship warrant to

the school. The school may not act as the attorney in fact for

parents of a schol arship student under the authority of a

power of attorney executed by the parents, or under any other

authority, to endorse scholarship warrants on behal f of

parents.
(0) Must neet applicable state and | ocal | aws, codes,

and rules relating to health, safety, and welfare, including

those relating to firesafety and building safety.

(p) Must enploy or contract with teachers who hold

baccal aureate or hi gher degrees, have at |east 3 years of

teachi ng _experience in public or private schools, or have at

| east _a high school diplom and special skills, know edge, or

expertise that qualifies themto provide instruction in the

subj ects that are being taught.

(dq)  Annually adninister or make provisions for

schol arship students to take one of the nationally

normreferenced tests identified by the State Board of

Educati on under s. 1002.423. Students with disabilities for

whom st andardi zed testing i S not appropriate are exenpt from

this requirenent. However, a private school nust require each
27
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student with a disability, for whom standardi zed testing is

not appropriate, to participate at |east annually in a student

assessnent _which, as determ ned by the private school in

consultation with the student's parent, will denpnstrate the

student's skill level to the student's parent. A private

school nust report a student's scores to the parent and to the

i ndependent private research organi zati on sel ected by the

Departnment of Education under s. 1002.423.

(r) Must ensure that each individual who has

unsupervi sed access to a scholarship student for whomthe

private school is responsible, prior to enploynent, engagenent

of services, or appointnment, undergo background screening

under _s. 435.04 by filing with the Departnment of Education a

conpl ete set of fingerprints taken by an authorized | aw

enf orcenent agency or an enpl oyee of the private school who is

trained to take fingerprints. However, the conplete set of

fingerprints for an owner of an eliqgible private school nust

be taken by an authorized | aw enforcenent agency. These

fingerprints nust be submtted to the Departnent of Law

Enf orcenent for state processing, which shall in turn submt

the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of lnvestigation for

federal processing. The Departnent of Education shall screen

the background results and report to the private school any

person described in this paragraph who fails to neet |evel 2

screeni ng standards under s. 435.04. Any individual described

in this paragraph who fails the level 2 backdround screening

under_s. 435.04 may not have unsupervi sed access to a

schol arship student. For purposes of this paragraph

1. The cost of the fingerprinting and the background

check shall not be borne by the state.

28
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1 2. A private school that allows an individual to have
2| unsupervised access to a scholarship student who failed the

3| lLevel 2 backdground screening under s. 435.04 is ineligible to
4| participate in the scholarship program

5 3. An individual holding a valid teaching certificate
6| in this state who has been fingerprinted pursuant to s.

7| 1012.32 need not conply with this paragraph

8 (3) The inability of a private school to neet the

9| requirenents of this section constitutes a basis for the

10| ineligibility of the private school to participate in a

11| schol arship program as deternined by the departnent.

12 (4)(a) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
13| under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer this section

14 (b) The inclusion of eligible private schools in the
15| options available to public school students in this state does
16| not expand the requlatory authority of the state, its

17| officers, or any school district to impose any additiona

18| requl ati ons upon private schools beyond those reasonably

19| necessary to enforce requirenments expressly set forth in this
20| section.

21 Section 6. Section 1002.423, Florida Statutes, is

22| created to read:

23 1002. 423 Departnment of Education; obligations for

24| state school choice scholarship programs.--The requirenments
25| inposed under this section apply to all state choice

26| schol arship programs, including the Corporate Tax Credit

27| Scholarship Program as defined in s. 220.187, or an

28| educational scholarship program established under this

29| chapter.

30 (a) The Department of Education nust identify al

31| nationally normreferenced tests that are conparable to the

29
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normreferenced test portions of the Florida Conprehensive

Assessnent _Test (FCAT).

(b) The Department of Education nust sel ect an

i ndependent private research organi zation to which each

participating private school nust report the scores of

participating students on the nationally normreferenced tests

adnm ni stered by the private school. The independent private

research organi zation nust annually report to the Departnent

of Education on the year-to-year inprovenents of the

participating students. The independent private research

organi zation nust analyze and report student perfornmance data

in a manner that protects the rights of students and parents

as mandated in the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

requirenents of 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g and nust not di saggregate

data to a level that will disclose the academ c | evel of

students. To the maxinum extent possible, the i ndependent

private research organi zation nust accunul ate historica

performance data for students fromthe Departnent of Education

and private schools to describe baseline performance and to

conduct | ongitudinal studies. To mninm ze costs and reduce the

time required for third-party analysis and evaluation, the

Departnent _of Education shall conduct analyses of matched

students from public school assessnent data and cal cul ate

control qgroup | earning gains using an _adreed-upon_ net hodol ogy

outlined in the contract with the third-party evaluator. The

sharing of student data nust be in accordance with the Family

Educational Rights and Privacy Act requirenents of 20 U.S. C

s. 12329 and nust be for the sole purpose of conducting the

evaluation. All parties nust preserve the confidentiality of

such infornmation as otherw se required under state and federa

| aw.

30
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1 Section 7. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
2| 1003.03, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

3 1003. 03 Maxi mum cl ass si ze. - -

4 (2) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -

5 (b) Determnation of the nunber of students per

6| classroomin paragraph (a) shall be calculated as foll ows:

7 1. For fiscal years 2003-2004 through 2006-2007

8| 26052006, the calculation for conpliance for each of the 3
9| grade groupings shall be the average at the district |evel.
10 2. For fiscal year years—2006—2007+through 2007-2008
11| the calculation for conpliance for each of the 3 grade

12| groupings shall be the average at the school |evel.

13 3. For fiscal years 2008-2009, 2009-2010, and

14| thereafter, the calculation for conpliance shall be at the
15| individual classroom|evel.

16 Section 8. Section 1003.035, Florida Statutes, is

17| created to read:

18 1003.035 District average class sSize requirenents.--
19 (1) CONSTITUTI ONAL CLASS SI ZE REQUI REMENTS. - - Pur suant
20| to s. 1, Art. I X of the State Constitution, beginning in the
21| 2007-2008 school year:

22 (a) The district average nunber of students assigned
23| to each teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in

24| public school classroons for prekindergarten through grade 3
25| may not exceed 18 students.

26 (b) The district average nunber of students assigned
27| to each teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in

28| public school classroons for grades 4 through 8 may not exceed
29| 22 students.

30 (c) The district average nunber of students assigned
31| to each teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in

31
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1| public school classroonms for grades 9 through 12 may not

2| exceed 25 students.

3

4| However, in no event shall any such classroom exceed five

5| students over the district average allowable maxi mrum

6 (2) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -

7 (a) Beginning with the 2006-2007 fiscal year, each

8| school district that is not in conpliance with the

9| requirements in subsection (1) shall reduce the district

10| average class size in each of the follow ng grade groupings:
11| prekindergarten through grade 3, grade 4 through grade 8, and
12| grade 9 through grade 12, by at |east two students each year
13| until the district average class size does not exceed the

14| requirements in subsection (1).

15 (b) The Department of Education shall annually

16| calcul ate each school district's average class size for each
17| of the grade groupings specified in paragraph (a) based upon
18| the October student nenbership survey.

19 (3) | MPLEMENTATI ON OPTIONS.--District school boards
20| nust consider, but are not limted to, inplenenting the
21| following items in order to neet the constitutional district
22| average class size requirenments described in subsection (1)
23| and the two-student-per-year reduction required in subsection
24((2):
25 (a) Adopt policies to encourage qualified students to
26| take dual enrollnent courses.
27 (b) Adopt policies to encourage students to take
28| courses fromthe Florida Virtual School
29 (c)1. Repeal district school board policies that
30| require students to have nore than 24 credits to graduate from
31| high school

32
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2. Adopt policies to allow students to graduate from

hi gh school as soon as they pass the grade 10 FCAT and

conpl ete the courses required for high school graduation.

(d) Use nethods to maxinize use of instructiona

staff, such as changing required teaching | oads and schedul ing

of planning periods, deploying district enployees that have

prof essional certification to the classroom using adjunct

educators, or any other nethod not prohibited by |aw

(e) Use innovative nethods to reduce the cost of

school construction by using prototype school designs, using

SMART School s designs, participating in the Schoo

Infrastructure Thrift Program or any other nethod not

prohi bited by | aw

(f) Use joint-use facilities through partnerships with

community colleges, state universities, and private colleges

and universities. Joint-use facilities available for use as

K-12 classroons that do not neet the K-12 State Regul ations

for Educational Facilities in the Florida Building Code may be

used at the discretion of the district school board if such

facilities nmeet _all other health, life, safety, and fire

codes.

(d) Adopt alternative nmethods of class scheduling,

such as bl ock scheduling.

(h) Redraw school attendance zones to maxim ze use of

facilities while mnimzing the additional use of

transportation.

(i) Operate schools beyond the nornmal operating hours

to provide classes in the evening or operate nore than one

session of school during the day.
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(j) Use year-round schools and other nontraditiona

calendars that do not adversely inpact annual assessnent of

student achi evenent.

(k)  Review and consi der amendi ng any coll ective

bargai ni ng contracts that hinder the inplenentation of class

size reduction.

(1) Use any other approach not prohibited by | aw.
(4) ACCOUNTABI LITY. --

(a) 1If the departnent determ nes for any yvear that a

school district has not reduced average class size as required

in subsection (2) at the tinme of the third FEFP cal cul ati on

the departnent shall calculate an ampunt fromthe class size

reduction operating categorical which is proportionate to the

ampunt _of cl ass size reduction not acconplished. Upon

verification of the departnent's calculation by the Florida

Educati on Fi nance Program Appropriation Allocation Conference,

the Executive Ofice of the Governor shall transfer

undi stributed funds equivalent to the calculated anpunt from

the district's class size reduction operating categorical to

an approved fixed capital outlay appropriation for class size

reduction in the affected district pursuant to s. 216.292(13).

The ampunt of funds transferred shall be the | esser of the

ampunt_verified by the Florida Education Finance Program

Appropriation Allocation Conference or the undistributed

bal ance of the district's class size reduction operating

categorical. However, based upon a recomendation by the

Commi ssi oner _of Education that the State Board of Education

has revi ewed evidence indicating that a district has been

unable to neet class size reduction requirenents despite

appropriate efforts to do so, the Legislative Budget

Commi ssion _nmay approve an alternative anmpunt of funds to be
34

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for CS for SB 2480
602- 2383- 05

transferred fromthe district's class size reduction operating

cateqgorical to its approved fixed capital outlay account for

class size reduction.

(b) Bedginning in the 2007-2008 school year., the

departnent shall determ ne by January 15 of each year which

districts do not neet the requirenents of subsection (1) based

upon the district's October student nenmbership survey for the

current school year. The departnent shall report such

districts to the lLegislature. Each district that has not net

the requirenents of subsection (1) shall be required to

impl erent one of the following policies in the subsequent

school vear unless the departnent finds that the district

cones into conpliance based upon the February student

nenbership survey:

1. Year-round schools;

2. Doubl e sessions;

3. Rezoning; or

4. Maxinmi zing use of instructional staff by chandi ng

requi red teacher 1 oads and scheduling of planning periods,

depl oying school district enployees who have professiona

certification to the classroom using adjunct educators,

operating schools beyond the normal operating hours to provide

classes in the evening, or operating nore than one session

during the day.

A school district that is required to inplenent one of the

policies outlined in subparagraphs 1. through 4. shall correct

in the year of inplenentation any past deficiencies and bring

the district into conpliance with the requirenents of

subsection (1). A school district nmay choose to inplenment nore

than one of these policies. The district school superintendent
35
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shall report to the Comm ssioner of Education the extent to

which the district inplemented any of the policies outlined in

subparagraphs 1. through 4. in a format to be specified by the

Commi ssi oner of Education. The Departnent of Education shal

use the enforcenent authority provided in s. 1008.32 to ensure

that districts conply with the provisions of this paragraph

(c) Bedginning in the 2008-2009 school year, the

departnent shall annually determ ne which districts do not

neet the requirements described in subsection (1) based upon

the October student nenbership survey. In addition to

enforcenent _authority provided in s. 1008.32, the Departnent

of Education shall develop a constitutional conpliance plan

for each such district which includes, but is not limted to,

redrawi ng school attendance zones to maxinmi ze use of

facilities while minimzing the additional use of

transportation and the other accountability policies listed in

paradraph (b). Each district school board shall inplenent the

constitutional conpliance plan devel oped by the state board in

t he subsequent school vyear until the district conplies with

the constitutional district average class size requirenents.

Section 9. Subsection (3) of section 1003.05, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.05 Assistance to transitioning students from
mlitary famlies.--

(3) Dependent children of active duty mlitary
personnel who otherwi se neet the eligibility criteria for
speci al academ ¢ progranms of fered through public schools shal
be given first preference for adm ssion to such prograns even
if the programis being offered through a public school other
than the school to which the student would generally be

assi gned and—the—school—at—whi-ch—the programis—beingoffered
36
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1| has—+reachedits—rdrmmenroHrent. |f such a programis

2| offered through a public school other than the school to which
3| the student would generally be assigned, the parent e+

4| guardian of the student nmust assunme responsibility for

5| transporting the student to that school. For purposes of this
6| subsection, special acadenm c prograns include eharter—sechools—
7| magnet school s, advanced studi es prograns, advanced pl acenent,
8| dual enrollnment, and International Baccal aureate.

9 Section 10. Section 1003.413, Florida Statutes, is

10| created to read:

11 1003.413 High school reform --

12 (1) This section may be cited as the "Hi gh Schoo

13| Reform Act."

14 (2) Beginning with the 2005-2006 school year, each

15| school district shall establish policies to assist high schoo
16| students to remnin in school, graduate on tine, and be

17| prepared for postsecondary education and the workforce. The
18| policies nmust address:

19 (a) Intensive reading renediation for students in

20| grades 9 through 12 scoring below Level 3 on FCAT Reading.

21 (b) Credit recovery options and course scheduling

22| designed to allow high school students to earn credit for

23| failed courses so that they are able to graduate on tine.

24 (c) Immediate and frequent notification to parents of
25| students who are in danger of not graduating from high school
26 (d) Placenent in alternative prograns, such as

27| prograns that enphasize applied integrated curricula, snall

28| learning communities, support services, increased discipline,
29| or other strategies docunented to inprove student achievenent.
30 (e) Summer reading institutes for rising ninth graders
31| scoring below Level 3 on FCAT Readi ng.
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A student's participation in an instructional or renediation

programprior to or imediately following entering grade 9 for

the first tinme shall not affect that student's classification

as a first-tinme ninth grader for reporting purposes, including

calcul ation of graduation and dropout rates.

Section 11. High School Reform Task Force. --

(1) There is created the High School Reform Task

Force. The task force shall work in conjunction with the

Sout hern Regi onal Education Board and shall be

adnm nistratively supported by the office of the Chancellor for

K-12 Public Schools in the Departnent of Education and the

Just Read, Florida! Ofice. Appointnents to the task force

shall be coordinated to ensure that the nenbership reflects

the geographic and cultural diversity of Florida's school age

popul ati on. The task force shall be abolished upon subm ssion

of its report.

(2)(a) The Conmi ssioner of Education shall appoint

nenbers of the task force fromthe follow ng categories and

shal |l appoint the chair of the task force fromits nenbership.

1. Two district school superintendents, one who is

froma large urban school district and one who is froma

small, rural school district.

2.  One school board nmenber who is froma nediumsize

school district.

3. Three public school principals, one froma |arge

hi gh perform ng high school, one froma vocational technica

hi gh school, and one froma | ower perform ng high school

4. Three public high school teachers, one who is an

experienced reading teacher, one who is froma school graded

"F." and one who is froma high perform ng school
38
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5. Three parents of public high school students who

represent the denpgraphic, racial, and ethnic diversity of the

state.

6. Three public high school students who represent the

denpgraphic, racial and ethnic diversity of the state.

7. One representative of the business conmunity.

8. One adnministrator froma charter high schoo

serving students who are at risk of dropping out of school

9. One expert on the subject of high school reform who

does not otherwise fall inside one of the enunerated

categories.
(b) The President of the Senate shall appoint one

nenber _of the Senate to serve on the task force and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint one

nenber of the House of Representatives to serve on the task

force.

(3) Not later than January 1, 2006, the task force

shall vote on the final report incorporating recommendations

and a long-term plan for high school reform

(4) Not later than February 1, 2006, the task force

shall reconmmend to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a long-term

plan for revisions to statutes, rules, and policies that wll

inprove Florida's grade 9 retention rate, graduation rate,

dropout rate, and college renediation rate, and align high

school requirenents with the needs of Florida's enployers and

post secondary educational institution requirenents. The plan

nust address, but is not limted to addressing: graduation

requi renents; course redesign; renediation strategies; credit

recovery; use of alternative prograns including prograns

enphasi zing applied integrated curricula, small | earning
39
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1| communities, support services, or increased discipline; the

2| use of technology; adjustnments to the school grading systemto
3| reflect |earning gains by high school students; mddle schoo
4| systenmic alignment; transition fromniddle school to high

5| school; alignnment with postsecondary and workforce education
6| requirenents; and alignnment with enpl oyer expectations.

7 Section 12. Subsection (6) of section 1003. 415,

8| Florida Statutes, is repealed, and subsection (2), paragraph
9| (a) of subsection (5), and paragraph (a) of present subsection
10| (7) of that section are anmended, to read:

11 1003.415 The M ddl e G ades Reform Act. --

12 (2) PURPOSE AND | NTENT. - -

13 (a) The purpose of this section is to provide added

14| focus and rigor to academ cs in the niddle grades. Using

15| reading as the foundation, all mddle grade students shoul d
16| receive rigorous academ c instruction through chall enging

17| curricula delivered by highly qualified teachers in schools
18| with outstandi ng | eadership, which schools are supported by
19| engaged and i nforned parents.

20 (b) It is the intent of the Legislature that students
21| pronoted fromthe eighth grade will be ready for success in
22| high school and that the mi ssion of the mddle grades is to
23| prepare students for the successful conpletion of rigorous

24| courses in high school

25 (5) RI GOROUS READI NG REQUI REMENT. - -

26 (a) Begiarpg—with—the—2604—2005—sehoeel—yrear+~ Each

27| public school serving nmiddle grade students, including charter
28| schools, with fewer than 75 percent of its students reading at
29| or above grade level in grade 6, grade 7, or grade 8 as

30| nmeasured by a student scoring at Level 3 or above on the FCAT
31| during the prior school year, nust incorporate by Cctober 1 a
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ri gorous readi ng requirenment for reading and | anguage arts
prograns as the prinmary conponent of its school inprovenent

pl an. The departnment shall annually provide to each district
school board by June 30 a list of its schools that are
required to incorporate a rigorous reading requirenent as the
pri mary conmponent of the school's inprovenent plan. The
departnment shall provide technical assistance to schoo

districts and school administrators required to inplenent the

ri gorous readi ng requirement.
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(6) A~ PERSONALI ZED M DDLE SCHOOL SUCCESS PLAN. - -
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1 (a) Begianrprg—with—the—2604—2005—sehoeel—yrear+~ Each

2| principal of a school with a niddle grade shall designate

3| certified staff menmbers at the school to devel op and

4| administer a personalized m ddl e school success plan for each
5| entering sixth grade student who scored bel ow Level 3 in

6| reading on the nost recently adninistered FCAT. The purpose of
7| the success plan is to assist the student in neeting state and
8| school district expectations in acadenmic proficiency and to

9| prepare the student for a rigorous high school curriculum The
10| success plan shall be devel oped in collaboration with the

11| student and his or her parent and nust be inplenented unti

12| the student conpletes the eighth grade or achieves a score at
13| Level 3 or above in reading on the FCAT, whi chever occurs

14| first. The success plan nust minimze paperwork and nmay be

15| incorporated into a parent/teacher conference, included as

16| part of a progress report or report card, included as part of
17| a general orientation at the beginning of the school year, or
18| provided by electronic mail or other witten correspondence.
19 Section 13. Section 1003.4155, Florida Statutes, is
20| created to read:

21 1003. 4155 M ddl e school grading system --The grading
22| system and interpretation of letter grades used in grades 6
23| through 8 shall be as foll ows:

24 (1) Grade "A' equals 90 percent through 100 percent,

25| has a grade point average value of 4, and is defined as

26 |"out st andi ng_progress. "

27 (2) Gade "B" equals 80 percent through 89 percent,

28| has a grade point average value of 3, and is defined as "above
29| average progress."

30

31
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(3) Gade "C' equals 70 percent through 79 percent,

has a grade point average value of 2, and is defined as

"average progress."

(4) Gade "D' equals 60 percent through 69 percent,

has a grade point average value of 1, and is defined as

"| owest acceptabl e progress.”

(5) G ade "F" equals zero percent through 59 percent,

has a grade point average value of zero, and is defined as

"failure."

(6) Gade "I" equals zero percent, has a grade point

average value of zero, and is defined as "inconplete."

Section 14. Section 1003.4156, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

1003. 4156 Ceneral requirenents for mddl e schoo

pronotion. - -

(1) Beqginning with students entering grade 6 in the

2005-2006 school year, pronotion froma niddl e school, grades

6 through 8, requires the successful conpletion of 12 acadenic

credits, including:

(a) Three nmiddle school or higher credits in

Engli sh/l anguage arts.

(b) Three nmiddle school or higher credits in

mat henati cs.

(c) Three mddle school or higher credits in socia

st udi es.

(d) Three mddle school or higher credits in science.

O her _courses offered in niddl e school, including nusic, band,

physi cal education, and art, shall be considered el ectives.

(2) 1In addition to the credits required under

subsection (1), for each year a student scores at lLevel 1 or 2
44
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1| on the reading portion of the FCAT, the student nust be

2| enrolled the following year in a full-year intensive reading
3| course for which the student may earn up to three credits. The
4| intensive reading course nmust be based on franmeworks devel oped
5[ by the Florida Center for Reading Research, or a conparable

6| course as identified by the Departnent of Education, which

7| includes an enphasis on integration of core curriculum

8| standards and incorporation of informational and expository

9| text.

10 (3) In addition to the credits required under

11| subsection (1), for each year a student scores at Level 3 on
12| the reading portion of the FCAT, the student nust be enrolled
13| the following year in a one-senester intensive reading course.
14| The reading course nust be based on frameworks devel oped by
15| the Florida Center for Reading Research, or a conparable

16| course as identified by the Departnent of Education, which

17| includes an enphasis on integration of core curriculum

18| standards and incorporation of informational and expository
19| text.

20 (4) One full credit nmust entail conpleting a m ninmum
21| of 135 hours of instruction in a designated course of study
22| which contains standards for student performance. For schools
23| authorized by the district school board to inplenent block

24| scheduling, one full credit nust entail conpleting a m ninmum
25| of 120 hours of instruction in a designated course of study
26| which contains standards for student perfornmance.

27 (5) District school boards shall establish policies to
28| allow alternative methods for students to earn the credits

29| required by this section. The alternative nethods nust

30| include, but are not limted to, opportunities for students
31| to:
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1 (a) Recover credits;

2 (b) Be pronpoted on tine to high school; and

3 (c) Be placed in prograns that enphasize applied

4| integrated curricula, small |learning conmunities, support

5| services, increased discipline, or other strateqgies docunented
6| to inprove student achievenent.

7

8| The district's policy, or amendments to the policy, shall be
9| submitted to the State Board of Education for approval. If the
10| State Board of Education does not take action within 60 days
11| following receipt of the proposed policy, the policy shal

12| stand approved.

13 (6) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

14| under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to provide for alternative

15| mi ddle school pronotion standards for students in grade 6,

16| grade 7, or grade 8 who are not enrolled in a school that has
17| a grade 6 through grade 8 niddle school configuration

18 Section 15. Section 1003.42, Florida Statutes, is

19| amended to read:

20 1003.42 Required instruction.--

21 (1) Each district school board shall provide al

22| courses required for high school graduation and appropriate
23| instruction designed to ensure that students neet State Board
24| of Education adopted standards in the follow ng subject areas:
25| reading and other |anguage arts, mathematics, science, socia
26| studies, foreign |anguages, health and physical education, and
27| the arts.

28 (2) Menbers of the instructional staff of the public
29| schools, subject to the rules of the State Board of Education
30| and the district school board, shall teach efficiently and

31| faithfully, using the books and materials required that neet
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the hi ghest standards for professionalismand historic

accuracy, followi ng the prescribed courses of study, and
enpl oyi ng approved nethods of instruction, the follow ng:
(a) The history and content of the Declaration of

| ndependence, including national sovereignty, natural |aw,

self-evident truth, equality of all persons, linmted

governnent, popul ar _sovereignty, and inalienable rights of

life, liberty, and property, and how they form i+—ferrws the

phi | osophi cal foundation of our governnent.

(b) The history, neaning, significance, and effect of

the provisions of the Constitution of the United States and

anendnents thereto, with enphasis on each of the 10 amendnents

that make up the Bill of Rights and how the constitution

provi des the structure of our governnent.

(c)fby The arguments in support of adopting our
republican form of government, as they are enbodied in the
nost inportant of the Federalist Papers.

e—TFhe—essentials—oftheUnited—States—Constitution
anrd—heowit+—provides—the struecture—ofour—governrent—

(d) Flag education, including proper flag display and
flag sal ute.

(e) The elenments of civil government, including the
primary functions of and interrel ati onshi ps between the
Federal Governnent, the state, and its counties,
nmuni ci palities, school districts, and special districts.

(f) The history of the United States, including the

peri od of discovery, early colonies, the War for | ndependence,

the Civil War, the expansion of the United States to its

present boundaries, the world wars, and the civil rights

movenent to the present. Anerican history shall be viewed as

factual ., not as constructed, shall be viewed as knowabl e,
47
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teachabl e, and testable, and shall be defined as the creation

of a new nation based largely on the universal principles

stated in the Declaration of |ndependence.
()€ The history of the Hol ocaust (1933-1945), the

systematic, planned annihilation of European Jews and ot her
groups by Nazi Germany, a watershed event in the history of
humanity, to be taught in a manner that |eads to an

i nvestigation of human behavi or, an understandi ng of the

ram fications of prejudice, racism and stereotyping, and an
exam nation of what it nmeans to be a responsible and
respectful person, for the purposes of encouraging tol erance
of diversity in a pluralistic society and for nurturing and
protecting denocratic values and institutions.

(hY g The history of African Americans, including the
hi story of African peoples before the political conflicts that
led to the devel opnent of slavery, the passage to Anerica, the
ensl avenent experience, abolition, and the contributions of
African Americans to society.

(i) The elenentary principles of agriculture.

(J)6 The true effects of all al coholic and
i ntoxicating |iquors and beverages and narcotics upon the
human body and ni nd.

(KY€ Kindness to aninals.

(1)Ha The history of the state.

(m & The conservation of natural resources.

(n) M Conprehensive health education that addresses
concepts of comrunity health; consunmer health; environnmenta
health; family life, including an awareness of the benefits of
sexual abstinence as the expected standard and the
consequences of teenage pregnancy; nental and enotiona
health; injury prevention and safety; nutrition; persona
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heal th; prevention and control of disease; and substance use
and abuse.

(o) Such additional materials, subjects, courses,
or fields in such grades as are prescribed by |aw or by rules
of the State Board of Education and the district school board
in fulfilling the requirenments of | aw

(p)€eyr The study of Hispanic contributions to the
United States.

() €pr The study of wonen's contributions to the
United States.

(r) The nature and inportance of free enterprise to

the United States econony.

(s)€er A character-devel opnent programin the
el enentary schools, simlar to Character First or Character
Counts, which is secular in nature anrd—stresses—such—character
guattes—as—attentivenress—patienrce—and—initiative.
Begi nning i n school year 2004-2005, the character-devel opnent
program shall be required in kindergarten through grade 12.
Each district school board shall develop or adopt a curriculum
for the character-devel opment programthat shall be submitted
to the departnment for approval. The character-devel opnment
curriculumshall stress the qualities of patriotisnms+

responsi bility;+~ citizenshi p_+~ kindness_~ respect for

authority, life, liberty, and personal property;s+ honesty;
charity;+ self-control;+~ racial, ethnic, and religious

t ol erance_ > and cooperati on.

(1Y In order to encourage patriotism the
sacrifices that veterans have made in serving our country and
protecting denocratic values worl dwi de. Such instruction nust

occur on or before Veterans' Day and Menorial Day. Menbers of
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the instructional staff are encouraged to use the assistance

of local veterans when practicable.

The State Board of Education is encouraged to adopt standards

and pursue assessnent of the requirenents of this subsection.

(3) Any student whose parent nakes written request to
the school principal shall be exenpted fromthe teachi ng of
reproductive health or any disease, including HHV/AIDS, its
synpt ons, devel oprment, and treatnment. A student so exenpted
may not be penalized by reason of that exenption. Course
descriptions for conprehensive health education shall not
interfere with the | ocal determ nation of appropriate
curriculum which reflects |ocal values and concerns.

Section 16. Subsection (15) of section 1003.52,
Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1003.52 Educational services in Departnment of Juvenile
Justice prograns. --

(15)(a) The Departnent of Education shall, for

students in juvenile justice education prograns, devel op

procedures to accurately report student academ c performance

data and the assessnent participation rates that are used to

det erm ne adequate vearly progress under Pub. L. No. 107-110.

The procedures nmust include an opportunity for validation of

the data by schools that provide educational services to

students in prograns of the Departnent of Juvenile Justice.

(b) The Departnment of Education in consultation with
the Departnent of Juvenile Justice, district school boards,
and providers shall establish objective and neasurable quality
assurance standards for the educational conmponent of
residential and nonresidential juvenile justice facilities.
These standards shall rate the district school board's
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1| performance both as a provider and contractor. The quality

2| assurance rating for the educational conponent shall be

3| disaggregated fromthe overall quality assurance score and

4| reported separately.

5 (c)fby The Departnent of Education shall develop a

6| conprehensive quality assurance revi ew process and schedul e

7| for the evaluation of the educational conponent in juvenile

8| justice progranms. The Departnment of Juvenile Justice quality
9| assurance site visit and the education quality assurance site
10| visit shall be conducted during the sane visit.

11 (d)€e> The Departnment of Education, in consultation

12| with district school boards and providers, shall establish

13| minimum thresholds for the standards and key indicators for
14| educational programs in juvenile justice facilities. If a

15| district school board fails to nmeet the established m ni num
16| standards, it will be given 6 nonths to achi eve conpliance

17| with the standards. If after 6 nonths, the district schoo

18| board's performance is still bel ow m ni nrum standards, the

19| Department of Education shall exercise sanctions as prescribed
20| by rules adopted by the State Board of Education. If a

21| provider, under contract with the district school board, fails
22| to neet mininmum standards, such failure shall cause the

23| district school board to cancel the provider's contract unless
24| the provider achieves conpliance within 6 nonths or unless

25| there are docunented extenuating circunstances.

26 Section 17. Section 1003.57, Florida Statutes, is

27| anmended to read:

28 1003.57 Exceptional students instruction.--

29 (1) Each district school board shall provide for an

30| appropriate program of special instruction, facilities, and
31
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services for exceptional students as prescribed by the State
Board of Education as acceptable, including provisions that:

(a6 The district school board provide the necessary
prof essi onal services for diagnosis and eval uati on of
exceptional students.

(b)Y The district school board provide the specia
instruction, classes, and services, either within the district
school system in cooperation with other district schoo
systenms, or through contractual arrangenents with approved
private schools or conmmunity facilities that neet standards
established by the commi ssi oner

(c)€63> The district school board annually provide
i nformati on describing the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Blind and all other programs and methods of instruction
available to the parent of a sensory-inpaired student.

(d) 4 The district school board, once every 3 years,
submt to the departnent its proposed procedures for the
provi si on of special instruction and services for exceptiona
students.

(e)65> A Ne student may not be given specia
i nstruction or services as an exceptional student until after
he or she has been properly evaluated, classified, and placed
in the manner prescribed by rules of the State Board of
Educati on. The parent of an exceptional student eval uated and
pl aced or denied placenment in a program of special education
shall be notified of each such eval uation and pl acenment or
deni al. Such notice shall contain a statenent inforning the
parent that he or she is entitled to a due process hearing on
the identification, evaluation, and placenent, or |ack
t hereof. Such hearings shall be exenpt fromthe provisions of
ss. 120.569, 120.57, and 286.011, except to the extent that
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the State Board of Education adopts rul es establishing other
procedures and any records created as a result of such

heari ngs shall be confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions
of s. 119.07(1). The hearing nust be conducted by an

admi nistrative |l aw judge fromthe Division of Administrative
Heari ngs of the Departnment of Managenent Services. The

deci sion of the adm nistrative |aw judge shall be final

except that any party aggrieved by the finding and decision
rendered by the admnistrative | aw judge shall have the right
to bring a civil action in the circuit court. In such an
action, the court shall receive the records of the

admi ni strative hearing and shall hear additional evidence at
the request of either party. In the alternative, any party
aggrieved by the finding and deci sion rendered by the

adm nistrative | aw judge shall have the right to request an
impartial review of the adm nistrative |aw judge's order by
the district court of appeal as provided by s. 120.68.
Notwi t hstanding any law to the contrary, during the pendency
of any proceedi ng conducted pursuant to this section, unless
the district school board and the parents otherw se agree, the
student shall remain in his or her then-current educationa
assignment or, if applying for initial adm ssion to a public
school, shall be assigned, with the consent of the parents, in
the public school programuntil all such proceedi ngs have been
conpl et ed.

(f)€66> In providing for the education of exceptiona
students, the district school superintendent, principals, and
teachers shall utilize the regular school facilities and adapt
themto the needs of exceptional students to the nmaxi nmum
extent appropriate. Segregation of exceptional students shal
occur only if the nature or severity of the exceptionality is
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1| such that education in regular classes with the use of

2| supplenentary aids and services cannot be achieved

3| satisfactorily.

4 ()6 In addition to the services agreed to in a

5| student's individual education plan, the district schoo

6| superintendent shall fully informthe parent of a student

7| having a physical or developnental disability of all available
8| services that are appropriate for the student's disability.

9| The superintendent shall provide the student's parent with a
10| summary of the student's rights.

11 (2)(a) An exceptional student with a disability who

12| resides in a residential facility and receives specia

13| instruction or services is considered a resident of the state
14| in which the student's parent or guardian is a resident. The
15| cost of such instruction, facilities, and services for a

16| nonresident student with a disability shall be provided by the
17| placing authority in the student's state of residence, such as
18| a public school entity, other placing authority, or parent. A
19| nonresident student with a disability may not be reported by
20| any school district for FTE funding in the Florida Education
21| Einance Program
22 (b) The Departnment of Education shall provide to each
23| school district a statement of the specific linitations of the
24| district's financial obligation for exceptional students with
25| disabilities under federal and state law. The departnent shal
26| also provide to each school district technical assistance as
27| necessary for developing a local plan to inpose on a student's
28| home state the fiscal responsibility for educating a
29| nonresi dent exceptional student with a disability.
30 (c) The Department of Education shall develop a
31| process by which a school district nmust, before providing
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1| services to an exceptional student with a disability who

2| resides in a residential facility in this state, review the

3| residency of the student. The residential facility, not the

4| district, is responsible for billing and collecting froma

5| nonresidential student's home state payment for the student's
6| educational and related services.

7 (d) This subsection applies to any nonresident student
8| with a disability who resides in a residential facility and

9| who receives instruction as an exceptional student with a

10| disability in any type of residential facility in this state,
11| including, but not limted to, a public school, a private

12| school, a group home facility as defined in s. 393.063, an

13| intensive residential treatment programfor children and

14| adol escents as defined in s. 395.002, a facility as defined in
15| s. 394.455, an internediate care facility for the

16| devel oprmentally disabled or ICFH/ DD as defined in s. 393.063 or
17| s. 400.960, or a community residential home as defined in s.
18| 419.001.

19 Section 18. Section 1003.575, Florida Statutes, is
20| created to read:
21 1003. 575 Individual education plans for exceptiona
22| students.--The Departnent of Education shall devise an
23| individual education plan (1EP) formfor use in devel oping and
24| inplenenting individual education plans for exceptiona
25| students. The IEP form nust have a streamined format; and, to
26| provide for the use of an existing IEP form when a student
27| transfers fromone school district to another, the IEP form
28| devel oped by the departnent shall be used in each schoo
29| district in the state.
30 Section 19. Section 1003.58, Florida Statutes, is
31| anmended to read
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1003.58 Students in residential care facilities.--Each
district school board shall provide educational prograns
according to rules of the State Board of Education to students
who reside in residential care facilities operated by the
Department of Children and Fami |y Services.

(1) The district school board shall not be charged any
rent, mmintenance, utilities, or overhead on such facilities.
Mai nt enance, repairs, and renodeling of existing facilities
shall be provided by the Departnent of Children and Famly
Servi ces.

(2) |If additional facilities are required, the
district school board and the Departnent of Children and
Fam |y Services shall agree on the appropriate site based on
the instructional needs of the students. \When the nost
appropriate site for instruction is on district school board
property, a special capital outlay request shall be nmade by
the conmi ssioner in accordance with s. 1013. 60. When the nost
appropriate site is on state property, state capital outlay
funds shall be requested by the Departnment of Children and
Fam |y Services as provided by s. 216.043 and shall be
submtted as specified by s. 216.023. Any instructiona
facility to be built on state property shall have educationa
specifications jointly devel oped by the school district and
the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services and approved by
the Departnent of Education. The size of space and occupant
design capacity criteria as provided by state board rules
shall be used for renodeling or new construction whet her
facilities are provided on state property or district schoo
board property. The planning of such additional facilities
shall incorporate current Departnment of Children and Family
Servi ces deinstitutionalization plans.
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1 (3) The district school board shall have full and

2| conplete authority in the matter of the assignnent and

3| placenment of such students in educational prograns. The parent
4| of an exceptional student shall have the sanme due process

5 rights as are provided under s. 1003.57(1)(e) s—31863-5%5).

6 (4) The district school board shall have a witten

7| agreenment with the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services
8| outlining the respective duties and responsibilities of each
9| party.

10

11| Notwi thstanding the provisions herein, the educational program
12| at the Marianna Sunland Center in Jackson County shall be

13| operated by the Departnment of Education, either directly or

14| through grants or contractual agreements with other public or
15| duly accredited educational agenci es approved by the

16| Department of Education.

17 Section 20. Present subsection (13) of section

18| 1004.04, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (14),
19| and a new subsection (13) is added to that section, to read:
20 1004.04 Public accountability and state approval for
21| teacher preparation prograns.--

22 (13) RESEARCH. - - The Council for Education Policy

23| Research and |nprovenent shall review and report on the

24| effectiveness of the graduates of state-approved teacher

25| preparation programs and state-approved alternative

26| certification progranms as denonstrated by the progress of

27| their students on statew de assessnents.

28 Section 21. Section 1004.64, Florida Statutes, is

29| created to read:

30 1004.64 Florida Center for Reading Research.--There is
31| created, as a joint project between the College of Arts and
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1| Sciences and the Learning Systenms Institute (LSI) at the

2| Florida State University, the Florida Center for Reading

3| Research (FCRR). The center is admnistratively housed within
4| the LSI and shall

5 (1) Provide technical assistance and support to al

6| school districts and schools in this state in the

7| inplenentation of evidence-based literacy instruction

8| assessnents, and prograns.

9 (2) Conduct applied research that will have an

10| inmmedi ate inmpact on policy and practices related to literacy
11| instruction and assessnent in this state.

12 (3) Conduct basic research on reading, reading growh,
13| reading assessnent, and reading instruction which wll

14| contribute to scientific know edge about reading.

15 (4) Develop franeworks for conprehensive reading

16| intervention courses for possible use in niddle schools and
17| secondary school s.

18 (5) Disseminate information about research-based

19| practices related to literacy instruction, assessnment, and
20| programs for students in preschool through grade 12.

21 (6) Collect, manage, and report on assessnent

22| information from screening, progress nonitoring, and outcome
23| assessnents through the Florida Progress Mnitoring and

24| Reporting Network. The network is a statew de resource that is
25| operated to provide valid and tinely reading assessnent data
26| for parents, teachers, principals, and district-1evel and

27| state-level staff in the managenent of instruction at the

28| individual, classroom and school |evels.

29 Section 22. Section 1008.22, Florida Statutes, is

30| amended to read:

31
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1008.22 Student assessnent program for public
school s. - -

(1) PURPGCSE.--The primary purposes of the student
assessnment programare to provide information needed to
i mprove the public schools by enhancing the | earning gains of
all students and to inform parents of the educational progress
of their public school children. The program nust be designed
to:

(a) Assess the annual |earning gains of each student
toward achi eving the Sunshine State Standards appropriate for
the student's grade I|evel.

(b) Provide data for maki ng decisions regardi ng schoo
accountability and recognition.

(c) ldentify the educational strengths and needs of
students and the readi ness of students to be pronoted to the
next grade |evel or to graduate from high school with a
standard hi gh school dipl one.

(d) Assess how well educational goals and perfornmance
standards are net at the school, district, and state |evels.

(e) Provide information to aid in the evaluation and
devel opnent of educational progranms and policies.

(f) Provide information on the performance of H-erda
students in this state conpared with other students ethers

across the United States.
(2) | NTENT. - -

(a) 1t is the intent of the Leqgislature that the

Departnent of Education pursue innovations in technology and

assessnent to allow the Florida Conprehensive Assessnent Test

(FCAT) to be adnm nistered as |ate as possible in the schoo

vear with scores received before the end of the school year

The departnent shall pursue such innovations to the extent
59
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1| funded by the Legislature. Annually, the Conmi ssioner of

2| Education shall report to the Governor, the President of the

3| Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on the
4| state of the art in large-scale on-line assessnent

5| capabilities of the industry and of the capacity of the public
6| schools in this state to i nplenent a statew de program

7 (b) It is the further intent of the Legislature that

8| the Departnment of Education nmake accessible to the public

9| copies of actual scored FCAT test items when sufficient itens
10| are available through the test-item databank to ensure the

11| security and validity of the test. The departnent shal

12| provide such FCAT test itens to the extent that sufficient

13| items are funded by the Legislature. However, this paragraph
14| does not apply to those provisions of the FCAT to which the

15| departnent does not hold the copyright.

16 (3) 2> NATI ONAL EDUCATI ON COMPARI SONS. --1t is

17| Florida's intent to participate in the nmeasurenment of nationa
18| educational goals. The Comm ssioner of Education shall direct
19| Florida school districts to participate in the adm nistration
20| of the National Assessnent of Educational Progress, or a

21| simlar national assessnment program both for the nationa

22| sanple and for any state-by-state conpari son prograns which

23| may be initiated. Such assessments nust be conducted using the
24| data collection procedures, the student surveys, the educator
25| surveys, and other instrunments included in the Nationa

26| Assessnent of Educational Progress or simlar program being

27| administered in Florida. The results of these assessnents

28| shall be included in the annual report of the Conm ssioner of
29| Education specified in this section. The adm nistration of the
30| National Assessnment of Educational Progress or sinilar program
31
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1| shall be in addition to and separate fromthe adm ni stration
2| of the statew de assessnent program

3 (4) 3> STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The commi ssi oner
4| shall design and inplenent a statew de program of educationa
5| assessnent that provides information for the inprovenent of

6| the operation and managenent of the public schools, including
7| schools operating for the purpose of providing educationa

8| services to youth in Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns.
9| The conmi ssioner may enter into contracts for the continued
10| administration of the assessnent, testing, and eval uation

11| progranms authorized and funded by the Legislature. Contracts
12| may be initiated in 1 fiscal year and continue into the next
13| and may be paid fromthe appropriations of either or both

14| fiscal years. The comn ssioner is authorized to negotiate for
15| the sale or lease of tests, scoring protocols, test scoring
16| services, and related materi als devel oped pursuant to |aw.

17| Pursuant to the statew de assessnent program the conmmi ssioner
18| shall:

19 (a) Submit to the State Board of Education a list that
20| specifies student skills and conpetencies to which the goals
21| for education specified in the state plan apply, including,
22| but not limted to, reading, witing, science, and
23| mathematics. The skills and conpetencies nust include
24| problem sol ving and hi gher-order skills as appropriate and
25| shall be known as the Sunshine State Standards as defined in
26| s. 1000.21. The conmi ssioner shall select such skills and
27| conpetencies after receiving recomendati ons from educators,
28| citizens, and nenbers of the business community. The
29| commi ssioner shall submit to the State Board of Education
30| revisions to the list of student skills and conpetencies in
31
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order to mmintain continuous progress toward i nprovenents in
student proficiency.

(b) Develop and inplenent a uniform system of
i ndicators to describe the performance of public schoo
students and the characteristics of the public schoo
districts and the public schools. These indicators nust
include, without linmtation, information gathered by the
conprehensi ve managenent informati on system created pursuant
to s. 1008.385 and student achi evenent information obtained
pursuant to this section.

(c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent
testing program known as the Florida Conprehensive Assessnent
Test (FCAT) as part of the statew de assessnent program—te—be
admnatstered—annvat-yr—in—grades—3—threough—10 t o neasure
readi ng, writing, science, and mathematics. O her content
areas may be included as directed by the comr ssioner. The

assessnent of reading and math shall be adnini stered annually

in grades 3 through 10. The assessnent of writing and science

shall be administered at | east once at the elenentary schoo

level ., at |l east once at the nmiddle school level, and at | east

once at the high school level. The testing program nust be

desi gned so that:

1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
adopted by the State Board of Education as specified in
paragraph (a). The tests must neasure and report student
proficiency levels in reading, witing, nathematics, and
sci ence. The commi ssioner shall provide for the tests to be
devel oped or obtai ned, as appropriate, through contracts and
project agreenents with private vendors, public vendors,
publ i c agenci es, postsecondary educational institutions, or
school districts. The conm ssioner shall obtain input with

62

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for CS for SB 2480
602- 2383- 05

respect to the design and inplementation of the testing
program from state educators and the public.

2. The testing programw |l include a conbination of
normreferenced and criterion-referenced tests and include, to
the extent deternmined by the comm ssioner, questions that
require the student to produce information or performtasks in
such a way that the skills and conpetencies he or she uses can
be measur ed.

3. Each testing program whether at the el enentary,

m ddl e, or high school level, includes a test of witing in
whi ch students are required to produce witings that are then
scored by appropriate nethods.

4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,
bel ow whi ch score a student's perfornmance is deened
i nadequate. The school districts shall provide appropriate
renmedi al instruction to students who score bel ow these | evels.

5. Except as provided in s. 1003.43(11)(b), students
must earn a passing score on the grade 10 assessnent test
described in this paragraph or on an alternate assessnent as
described in subsection (9) in reading, witing, and
mat hematics to qualify for a regular high school diploma. The
State Board of Education shall designate a passing score for
each part of the grade 10 assessnent test. In establishing
passi ng scores, the state board shall consider any possible

negative inpact of the test on minority students. AH—students

. I . I I
Y FCAT . I . . I
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1

2

3

4

5| test—administration— The State Board of Education shall adopt
6| rules that whieh specify the passing scores for the grade 10
7| FCAT. Any such rules, which have the effect of raising the

8| required passing scores, shall enby apply only to students

9| taking the grade 10 FCAT for the first tinme after such rules
10| are adopted by the State Board of Education

11 6. Participation in the testing programis mandatory
12| for all students attending public school, including students
13| served in Departnment of Juvenile Justice programs, except as
14| otherwi se prescribed by the conmm ssioner. If a student does
15| not participate in the statewi de assessnent, the district nust
16| notify the student's parent and provide the parent with

17| information regarding the inplications of such

18| nonparticipation. |If nodifications are made in the student's
19| instruction to provide accommpdati ons that woul d not be
20| pernmitted on the statew de assessnent tests, the district nust
21| notify the student's parent of the inplications of such
22| instructional nodifications. A parent must provide signed
23| consent for a student to receive instructional nodifications
24| that would not be permitted on the statew de assessnents and
25| nmust acknow edge in writing that he or she understands the
26| inplications of such accommpdati ons. The State Board of
27| Education shall adopt rules, based upon recommendati ons of the
28| commi ssioner, for the provision of test accommopdati ons and
29| nodifications of procedures as necessary for students in
30| exceptional education prograns and for students who have
31
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limted English proficiency. Accommpbdati ons that negate the
validity of a statewi de assessnment are not allowabl e.

7. A student seeking an adult high school diplom nust
nmeet the sane testing requirements that a regular high schoo
student nust neet.

8. District school boards nmust provide instruction to
prepare students to denonstrate proficiency in the skills and
conpet enci es necessary for successful grade-to-grade
progressi on and high school graduation. If a student is
provi ded with accommodati ons or nodifications that are not
allowable in the statew de assessment program as described in
the test manuals, the district nust informthe parent in
writing and nmust provide the parent with i nformation regarding
the inmpact on the student's ability to neet expected
proficiency levels in reading, witing, and math. The
commi ssi oner shall conduct studies as necessary to verify that
the required skills and conpetencies are part of the district
i nstructional programns.

9. The Departnment of Education nust devel op, or
sel ect, and inplenment a commobn battery of assessnent tools
that will be used in all juvenile justice prograns in the
state. These tools nust accurately neasure the skills and
conpet enci es established in the Florida Sunshine State

St andar ds.

The conmmi ssioner may design and i npl enent student testing
programs, for any grade |evel and subject area, necessary to
effectively nmonitor educational achievenent in the state.
(d) Conduct ongoing research to devel op inproved
nmet hods of assessing student performance, including, wthout
limtation, the use of technol ogy to administer tests, score,
65
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1| or report the results of, the use of electronic transfer of

2| data, the devel opnent of work-product assessnents, and the

3| devel oprment of process assessnents.

4 (e) Conduct ongoing research into and anal ysis of

5| student achi evenent data, including, without limtation

6| nonitoring trends in student achi evement by grade level and

7| overall student achievenent, identifying school prograns that
8| are successful, and analyzing correlates of schoo

9| achi evenent.

10 (f) Provide technical assistance to school districts
11| in the inplenmentation of state and district testing prograns
12| and the use of the data produced pursuant to such prograns.
13 (5) 4> DI STRICT TESTI NG PROGRAMS. - - Each district

14| school board shall periodically assess student performnce and
15| achi evement within each school of the district. The assessnent
16| progranms nust be based upon | ocal goals and objectives that
17| are conmpatible with the state plan for education and that

18| suppl ement the skills and conpetenci es adopted by the State
19| Board of Education. Al school districts nmust participate in
20| the statew de assessnent program designed to neasure annua

21| student |earning and school performance. All district schoo
22| boards shall report assessnent results as required by the

23| state managenent infornmation system

24 (6) 65> SCHOOL TESTI NG PROGRAMS. - - Each public schoo

25| shall participate in the statew de assessnent program unless
26| specifically exenpted by state board rul e based on serving a
27| specialized popul ati on for which standardi zed testing is not
28| appropriate. Student performance data shall be anal yzed and
29| reported to parents, the comunity, and the state. Student

30| performance data shall be used in devel opi ng objectives of the
31| school inmprovenent plan, evaluation of instructiona
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1| personnel, evaluation of adm nistrative personnel, assignhnment
2| of staff, allocation of resources, acquisition of

3| instructional materials and technol ogy, perfornmance-based

4| budgeting, and pronotion and assignment of students into

5| educational prograns. The analysis of student perfornmance data
6| also nmust identify strengths and needs in the educationa

7| program and trends over tinme. The analysis nust be used in

8| conjunction with the budgetary planning processes devel oped

9| pursuant to s. 1008.385 and the devel opnment of the progranms of
10| renedi ation.

11 (7) 66> REQUI RED ANALYSES. - - The comni ssi oner shal

12| provide, at a minimum for the follow ng anal yses of data

13| produced by the student achi evenent testing program

14 (a) The statistical systemfor the annual assessnents
15| shall use neasures of student |earning, such as the FCAT, to
16| determine teacher, school, and school district statistica

17| distributions, which shall be determ ned using avail abl e data
18| fromthe FCAT, and other data collection as deened appropriate
19| by the Departnent of Education, to nmeasure the differences in
20| student prior year achievenent conpared to the current year
21| achievenent for the purposes of accountability and
22| recognition.
23 (b) The statistical systemshall provide the best
24| estimates of teacher, school, and school district effects on
25| student progress. The approach used by the departnent shall be
26| approved by the conmi ssioner before inplenentation
27 (c) The annual testing program shall be adm nistered
28| to provide for valid statew de conparisons of |earning gains
29| to be made for purposes of accountability and recognition. The
30| commi ssioner shall establish a schedule for the administration
31| of the statew de assessnents. In establishing such schedul e,
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1| the conmissioner is charged with the duty to acconplish the

2| latest possible administration of the statew de assessnents

3| and the earliest possible provision of the results to the

4| school districts feasible within available technol ogy and

5| specific appropriation. District school boards shall not

6| establish school calendars that jeopardize or linit the valid
7| testing and conpari son of student | earning gains.

8 (8) A LOCAL ASSESSMENTS. - - Measurenent of the |earning
9| gains of students in all subjects and grade | evels other than
10| subjects and grade levels required for the state student

11| achi evenent testing programis the responsibility of the

12| school districts.

13 (9) 68y APPLICABILITY OF TESTI NG STANDARDS. - - A st udent
14| must neet the testing requirenments for high school graduation
15| that were in effect at the tinme the student entered 9th grade,
16| provided the student's enroll ment was conti nuous.

17 (10) 9y EQUI VALENCI ES FOR STANDARDI ZED TESTS. - -

18 (a) The Conm ssioner of Education shall approve the
19| use of the SAT and ACT tests as alternative assessnments to the
20| grade 10 FCAT fer—the2003—2004——schoel—year. Students who

21| attain scores on the SAT or ACT which equate to the passing
22| scores on the grade 10 FCAT for purposes of high schoo

23| graduation shall satisfy the assessnent requirenent for a

24| standard hi gh school diplonma as provided in s. 1003.429(6)(a)
25| or s. 1003.43(5)(a) fer—the20032004——school—year if the

26| students neet the requirenment in paragraph (b).

27 (b) A student shall be required to take the grade 10
28| FCAT a total of three tines without earning a passing score in
29| order to use the scores on an alternative assessnment pursuant
30| to paragraph (a). This requirenent shall not apply to a

31
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student who is a new student to the public school systemin
grade 12.

(11) 49> RULES. --The State Board of Educati on shal
adopt rul es under purstant—te ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to
i mpl enment the—prowvisiens—ef this section.

Section 23. Subsection (8) of section 1008.25, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsection (11) is added to that
section, to read

1008.25 Public school student progression; renedia
i nstruction; reporting requirenents. --

(8) ANNUAL REPORT. - -

(a) In addition to the requirenments in paragraph
(5)(b), each district school board nust annually report to the
parent of each student the progress of the student toward
achieving state and district expectations for proficiency in
readi ng, writing, science, and nmathematics. The district
school board nust report to the parent the student's results
on each statew de assessment test. The eval uation of each
student's progress nust be based upon the student's classroom
wor k, observations, tests, district and state assessnents, and
ot her relevant information. Progress reporting nust be
provided to the parent in witing in a format adopted by the
district school board.

(b) BegiAnirg—with—the 20012002 seheel—year+ Each
district school board nust annually publish in the |oca
newspaper, and report in witing to the State Board of
Educati on by Septenber 1 of each year, the follow ng
i nformati on on the prior school year

1. The provisions of this section relating to public
school student progression and the district school board's
policies and procedures on student retention and pronotion
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2. By grade, the nunber and percentage of all students
in grades 3 through 10 performing at Levels 1 and 2 on the
readi ng portion of the FCAT.

3. By grade, the nunber and percentage of all students
retained in grades 3 through 10.

4. Information on the total number of students who
were pronoted for good cause, by each category of good cause
as specified in paragraph (6)(b).

5. Any revisions to the district school board's policy
on student retention and pronotion fromthe prior year

(c) The Department of Education shall establish a

uniformformat in which school districts nmust report such

information. The departnent shall annually conpile the

information required under subparagraphs (b)2., 3., and 4.,

along with state-level summary information, and shall report

the information to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(11) REPORTS. --The Departnent of Education shal

annual |y provide to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a report on:

(a) The longitudinal performance of students in math

and readi ng.

(b) The longitudinal perfornmance of students by grade

level in math and reading.

(c) The longitudinal performance regarding efforts to

cl ose the achi evenent gap.

(d) The | ongitudinal performance of students on the

normreferenced conponent of the FCAT.

(e) O her student perfornmance data based on nationa

normreferenced and criterion-referenced tests, when

avai |l abl e.
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Section 24. Section 1008.31, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008.31 Florida's K-20 education perfornmance
accountability system legislative intent; public
accountability and reporting perfermancebasedfunding;

m ssion, goals, and systemi de neasures. --

(1) LEG SLATIVE INTENT.--It is the intent of the

Legi sl ature that:

(a) The performance accountability system i npl emented
to assess the effectiveness of Florida' s seamnl ess K-20
education delivery system provide answers to the foll ow ng
questions in relation to its mssion and goal s:

1. What is the public receiving in return for funds it
invests in education?

2. How effectively is Florida's K-20 education system
educating its students?

3. How effectively are the najor delivery sectors
promoti ng student achi evenment ?

4. How are individual schools and postsecondary
education institutions performng their responsibility to
educate their students as neasured by how students are
exhi biting perfermnrg—and how nuch they are |earning?

(b) The K-20 education perfornmance accountability
system be established as a single, unified accountability
systemwith nultiple conmponents, including, but not limted
to, neasures of adequate yearly progress, individual student
| earning gains in public schools, school grades, and return on
i nvest ment .

(c) The K-20 education perfornmance accountability
system conply with the accountability requirements of the "No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001," Pub. L. No. 107-110.
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1 (d) The State Board of Education recommend to the

2| Legislature systemn de performance standards; the Legislature
3| establish systemni de perfornmance neasures and standards; and
4| the systemni de neasures and standards provide Floridians with
5| information on what the public is receiving in return for the
6| funds it invests in education and how well the K-20 system

7| educates its students.

8 (e) The State Board of Education establish performance
9| neasures and set performance standards for individua

10| components of the public education system including

11| individual schools and community coll eges pestseecondary

12| educational—institutiens, wth measures and standards based
13| primarily on student achi evenent.

14 (f) The Board of Governors establish performance

15| neasures and set performance standards for state universities,
16| with nmeasures and standards based primarily on student access
17| and achi evenment. Measures should encourage the seaml ess

18| transition of students from one educational level to the next
19| and be consistent with other educational accountability
20| neasures.
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for CS for SB 2480
602- 2383- 05

© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

N N N D NN NN DNMNDN P P P PP PP PR
© 00 N O o0 b~ WO N P O © 0N O o~ WN B+ O

w
o

(2)3> M SSION, GOALS, AND SYSTEMWN DE MEASURES. - -
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(a) The nmission of Florida's K-20 education system
shall be to increase the proficiency of all students within
one seanl ess, efficient system by allowi ng themthe
opportunity to expand their know edge and skills through
| earni ng opportunities and research val ued by students,
parents, and conmuniti es.

(b) The StateBeoard—ofFEducation——shal—adoept gui di ng
principles for establishing state and sector-specific

standards and neasures nust assure that the process is:—

1. Focused on student success;

2. Actionable, in that an educational entity can

affect the outcones through policy and program changes:;

3. High-quality and efficient:;

Measur abl e over tine;

4
5. Sinple to explain and display to the public; and
6

Aligned with other neasures and ot her sectors to

support a coordi nated K-20 education system

(c) The Departnent State—Beard of Education shal

mai ntain an accountability systemthat nmeasures student
progress toward the foll ow ng goals:

1. Highest student achievenent, as indicated by
evi dence of student learning gains at all |evels Aeasuredby+—

2. Seanless articulation and nmaxi num access, as

nmeasured by evidence of progression and readi ness and evidence

of access by targeted groups of students identified by the
74
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3. Skilled workforce and econom ¢ devel opnment, as

nmeasured by evidence of enploynent and earni ngsi—t+he—rurber

4. Quality efficient services, as neasured by evidence

of return on investnent:—eest—per—corpleter—or—graduate-

(3) 4> K-20 EDUCATI ON DATA QUALITY | MPROVEMENT. - - To

provide data required to inplenent education perfornmance

accountability measures in state and federal |aw, the
75
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commi ssioner_shall initiate and maintain strategies to inprove

data quality and tineliness.
(a) SYSTFEMAH-BEBATA—ECOEECGH-ON——School districts and

publ i ¢ postsecondary educational institutions shall maintain
i nformati on systens that will provide the State Board of

Education, the Board of Governors, and the Legislature with

i nformati on and reports necessary to address the

speci fications of the accountability system Fhe—State Board
¢ Ed . I . ardot . I

data— The | evel of conprehensiveness and quality shall be no

| ess than that which was avail able as of June 30, 2001

(b) The Conmm ssioner of Education shall deternine the

standards for the required data, nonitor data quality, and

neasure i nprovenents. The commi ssioner shall report annually

to the lLegislature, the State Board of Education, and the

Board of Governors data quality indicators and ratings for al

public postsecondary education institutions and schoo

districts.
(4) RULES. --The State Board of Education shall adopt
rul es under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenment this

section.

Section 25. Section 1008.33, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008.33 Authority to enforce public schoo
i mprovenent.--1t is the intent of the Legislature that al
public schools be held accountable for students perform ng at
acceptable levels. A system of school inprovenent and
accountability that assesses student perfornmance by school
i dentifies schools in which students are not maki ng adequate
progress toward state standards, institutes appropriate
nmeasures for enforcing inprovenent, and provides rewards and
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sancti ons based on performance shall be the responsibility of
the State Board of Educati on.

(1) Pursuant to Art. I X of the State Constitution
prescribing the duty of the State Board of Education to
supervi se Florida's public school system and notwi thstandi ng
any other statutory provisions to the contrary, the State
Board of Education shall intervene in the operation of a
district school system when one or nore schools in the schoo
district have failed to nake adequate progress for 2 schoo
years in a 4-year period. For purposes of determ ning when a
school is eligible for state board action and opportunity
schol arships for its students, the terns "2 years in any
4-year period" and "2 years in a 4-year period" nmean that in
any year that a school has a grade of "F," the school is
eligible for state board action and opportunity schol arshi ps
for its students if it also has had a grade of "F" in any of
the previous 3 school years. The State Board of Education may
determ ne that the school district or school has not taken
steps sufficient for students in the school to be academi cally
wel | served. Considering reconmendati ons of the Conm ssioner
of Education, the State Board of Education shall recomend
action to a district school board intended to inprove
educational services to students in each school that is

designated with a grade of as—perferrance—grade—category "F."

Recomendati ons for actions to be taken in the school district

shall be nmade only after thorough consideration of the unique
characteristics of a school, which shall include student
mobility rates, the nunmber and type of exceptional students
enrolled in the school, and the availability of options for
i mproved educational services. The state board shall adopt by
rule steps to followin this process. Such steps shal
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provi de school districts sufficient tine to inprove student
performance in schools and the opportunity to present evidence
of assistance and interventions that the district school board
has i npl enent ed.

(2) The State Board of Education may recommend one or
nore of the following actions to district school boards to
enabl e students in schools designated with a grade of as

performance—grade—ecategory "F' to be academically well served

by the public school system

(a) Provide additional resources, change certain
practices, and provide additional assistance if the state
board determ nes the causes of inadequate progress to be
related to school district policy or practice;

(b) Inplement a plan that satisfactorily resolves the
education equity problens in the school

(c) Contract for the educational services of the
school, or reorganize the school at the end of the school year
under a new school principal who is authorized to hire new
staff and inplenment a plan that addresses the causes of
i nadequat e progress;

(d) Transfer high-quality teachers, faculty, and staff

to inprove the performance of students in any | ow performng

school ;
(et Allow parents of students in the school to send
their children to another district school of their choice; or
(f)éey> O her action appropriate to inprove the
school ' s performance.

(3) In recomending actions to district school boards,
the State Board of Education shall specify the length of tine
avail able to inplenent the recomended action. The State
Board of Education nay adopt rules to further specify how it
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may respond in specific circunstances. Ne Action taken by the
State Board of Education does not shalt relieve a school from
state accountability requirenents.

(4) The State Board of Education nmay require the
Department of Education or Chief Financial O ficer to w thhold
any transfer of state funds to the school district if, within
the tinmeframe specified in state board action, the schoo
district has failed to conply with the action ordered to
i mprove the district's | owperform ng schools. W-thheldirg The
transfer of funds nay be withheld shalHl—eeeu+ only after al

ot her recomended actions for school inprovenent have failed

to inprove performance. The State Board of Education may
i npose the sane penalty on any district school board that
fails to develop and inplenment a plan for assistance and
i ntervention for | ow perform ng schools as specified in s.
1001. 42(16)(c).

Section 26. Section 1008.34, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008. 34 School grading system school report cards;

di strict performance grade. --

(1) ANNUAL REPORTS. --The Conmi ssi oner of Education
shal | prepare annual reports of the results of the statew de
assessnment program whi ch descri be student achi evenent in the
state, each district, and each school. The conm ssioner shal
prescri be the design and content of these reports, which nust
include, without linitation, descriptions of the perfornmance
of all schools participating in the assessnment program and al
of their major student popul ations as determ ned by the
Conmi ssi oner of Education, and must al so include the nmedian
scores of all eligible students who scored at or in the | owest
25th percentile of the state in the previous school year
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provided— however, that the provisions of s. 1002.22
pertaining to student records apply to this section.

(2) SCHOOL GRADES PERFORMANCE—GRABE-CAFECGORIES. - - The
annual report shall identify schools as having one of the

foll owi ng grades berhrg—inr—-one—ef—thefoellowinggrade
categoertes defined according to rules of the State Board of

Educati on:
(a) "A " schools nmaking excellent progress.
(b) "B," schools nmaki ng above average progress.
(c) "C," schools nmaking satisfactory progress.
(d) "D," schools making |l ess than satisfactory
progr ess.

(e) "F," schools failing to nmake adequate progress.

Each school designated with a grade of iA—performance—grade
eategory "A, " making excellent progress, or having inproved at

| east two grade |evel s performance—grade—categories, shal

have greater authority over the allocation of the school's

total budget generated fromthe FEFP, state categoricals,
lottery funds, grants, and | ocal funds, as specified in state
board rule. The rule nust provide that the increased budget
authority shall remain in effect until the school's
performance grade declines.

(3) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL GRADES PERFORMANCE—GRABE
CAFECORIES. - - School grades perferranrce—grade—ecategory
destgratiens item zed in subsection (2) shall be based on the
fol | owi ng:

(a) Criteria FHweframres. --

1+— Sechool—performance—grade——ecategory—desighrations
shalH—bebased—onthesechool—s—eurrent—year—perfoerrance—and
the—sehoel—s—annval—tearnring—gains—
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1 2— A school's grade perferrance—grade—ecategory

2| destgnatioen shall be based on a conbination of .

3 1. Student achi evenent scores_s-

4 2. Student |earning gains as neasured by annual FCAT
5| assessnents in grades 3 through 10_> and

6 3. Inprovenent of the | owest 25th percentile of

7| students in the school in readi ng—ath—oer—writing on the

8| FCAT, unless these students are exhibiting perfermng above
9| satisfactory perfornmance.

10 (b) Schools to be graded.--All schools shall receive a
11| school grade except those alternative schools that receive a
12| school inprovenent rating pursuant to s. 1008.341. Alternative
13| schools may choose to receive a school grade pursuant to the
14| provisions of this section in lieu of a school inprovenent
15| rating described in s. 1008. 341.

16 (c) by Student assessnent data.--Student assessnent
17| data used in determ ning school grades performanee—grade

18| eategortes shall include:

19 1. The aggregate scores of all eligible students
20| enrolled in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT.
21 2. The aggregate scores of all eligible students
22| enrolled in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT,
23| including Florida Wites, and who have scored at or in the
24| lowest 25th percentile of students in the school in reading,
25| math, or witing, unless these students are exhibiting
26 | perfoermng above satisfactory perfornmance.
27 3. The achievenent scores and |earning gains of
28| eligible students attending alternative schools that provide
29| dropout prevention and acadenic intervention services pursuant
30| to s. 1003.53. The term"eligible students" as used in this
31| subparagraph does not include students attending an
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alternative school who are subject to district school board

policies for expulsion for repeated or serious offenses, who

are in dropout retrieval prograns serving students who have

officially been designated as dropouts, and who are in the

prograns operated or contracted by the Departnment of Juvenile

Justice. The student perfornmance data for eligible students

identified in this subparagraph shall be included in

calculating the originating school's grade. For purposes of

this section and s. 1008.341, the term "originating school"”

neans the school that the student was attendi ng when assi gned

to an alternative school. If an alternative school chooses to

be graded pursuant to this section, student perfornmance data

for eligible students identified in this subparagraph may not

be included in the originating school's grade, but shall be

included only in the calculation of the alternative school's

grade. School districts nust ensure coll aboration between the

originating school and the alternative school in order to

pronote student success.

students— The State Board of Education shall adopt appropriate
criteria for each school grade performance—grade——ecategory. The

criteria nust al so give added wei ght to student achievenent in

readi ng. Schools designated with a grade of as—performanece

grade—eategory "C," nmeking satisfactory progress, shall be
required to denonstrate that adequate progress has been nade

by students in the school who are in the | owest 25th

percentile in reading, math, or witing on the FCAT, including
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1| Florida Wites, unless these students are exhibiting

2| perfermng above satisfactory perfornmance.

3 (4) SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT RATI NGS. - - The annual report

4| shall identify each school's performance as having i nproved,
5| renmmi ned the sane, or declined. This school inprovenent rating
6| shall be based on a conparison of the current year's and

7| previous year's student and school performance data. School s
8| that inprove at |east one performance grade category are

9| eligible for school recognition awards pursuant to s. 1008. 36.
10 (5) SCHOOL REPORT CARD. - -The Departnent of Education
11| shall annually develop in collaboration with the schoo

12| districts a school report card to be delivered to parents

13| throughout each school district. The report card nust include
14| the school's grade, information regarding school inprovenent,
15| an explanation of school performance as evaluated by the

16| federal No Child Left Behind Act, and indicators of return on
17| investnment.

18

19

20| fer—thevyear—in—whichperformance—is—weasured— Each school's
21| report card desigratieon—andrating shall be published annually
22| by the Department of Education on the departnent's website,
23| and the school district shall provide the report card to each
24| parent. Parents—shall—beentitliedteo—an—easytoread+eport
25| eard—abeut—the—destghration—and+ratingofthe sehoel—inwhich
26 | their—ehitdis—-enreted—

27 6 —RULES— FheState Board—eofFEducation—shall—adopt
28| rHes—pursvant—to—ss—120-536{(1—and—120-54toinplerent—the
29| proewisiens—efthisseetion—

30 (6) A PERFORMANCE- BASED FUNDI NG. - - The Legi sl ature may
31| factor in the performance of schools in calculating any
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1| performance-based funding policy that is provided for annually
2| in the CGeneral Appropriations Act.

3 (7) €8> DI STRICT PERFORMANCE GRADE. - - The annual report
4| required by subsection (1) shall include district performance
5| grades, which shall consist of weighted district average

6| grades, by level, for all elenmentary schools, niddle schools,
7| and high schools in the district. A district's weighted

8| average grade shall be cal cul ated by wei ghting individua

9| school grades determ ned pursuant to subsection (2) by schoo
10| enrol |l ment.

11 (8) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

12| under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adnminister this section

13 Section 27. Section 1008.341, Florida Statutes, is

14| created to read:

15 1008.341 School inprovenent rating for alternative

16| schools. --

17 (1) ANNUAL REPORTS. - - The Commi ssioner of Education

18| shall prepare an annual report on the performance of each

19| school receiving a school inprovement rating pursuant to this
20| section if the provisions of s. 1002.22 pertaining to student
21| records apply.

22 (2) SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT RATING --Alternative schools

23| that provide dropout prevention and academic intervention

24| services pursuant to s. 1003.53 may not receive a school grade
25| as described in s. 1008.34, but shall receive a schoo

26| inmprovenent rating pursuant to this section. The schoo

27| inprovenent rating shall identify schools as having one of the
28| following ratings defined according to rules of the State

29| Board of Education:

30

31
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1 (a) "lnproving" schools with students making nore
2| acadenic progress than when the students were served in their
3| honme school
4 (b) "Mintaining" schools with students making the
5| equival ent progress as when the students were served in their
6| honme school
7 (c) "Declining" schools with students nmeking |ess
8| acadenic progress than when the students were served in their
9| honme school
10
11| The school inprovenent rating shall be based on a conparison
12| of the current year's and previous year's students and schoo
13| performance data. Schools that inprove at |east one |eve
14| pursuant to this section are eligible for school recognition
15| awards pursuant to s. 1008. 36.
16 (3) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT RATI NG. - - St udent
17| assessnent data used in deternmining an alternative school's
18| school inprovenent rating shall include:
19 (a) The aggregate scores of all eligible students who
20| were assigned to and enrolled in the school during the October
21| or February FTE counts, who have been assessed on the FCAT,
22| and who have FCAT or conparable scores for the preceding
23| school year.
24 (b) The aggregate scores of all eligible students who
25| were assigned to and enrolled in the school during the October
26| or February FTE counts, who have been assessed on the FCAT,
27| including Florida Wites, and who have scored at or in the
28| lowest 25th percentile of students in the state on FCAT
29| Reading.
30
31
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1| The scores of students who are subject to district schoo

2| board policies for expulsion for repeated or serious offenses,
3| who are in dropout retrieval programs serving students who

4| have officially been designated as dropouts, and who are in

5| prograns operated and contracted by the Departnent of Juvenile
6| Justice may not be included in an alternative school's

7| inprovement rating.

8 (4) |1 DENTIFI CATI ON OF STUDENT LEARNI NG GAINS. - - For _al

9| alternative schools receiving a school inprovenent rating, the
10| Departnent of Education shall annually identify the percent of
11| students nmeking |learning gains as conpared to the percent of
12| the sane students nmeking learning gains at their originating
13| school in the year before being assigned to the alternative
14| school

15 (5) SCHOOL REPORT CARD. --The Departnent of Education
16| shall annually develop, in collaboration with the schoo

17| districts, a school report card for alternative schools to be
18| delivered to parents through each school district. The report
19| card shall include the school inprovenment rating,
20| identification of student l|earning gains, information
21| regarding school inprovenent, an explanation of schoo
22| performance as evaluated by the federal No Child Left Behind
23| Act of 2001, and indicators of return on investnent.
24 (6) RULES.--The State Board of Education shall adopt
25| rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adninister the
26| provisions of this section.
27 Section 28. Section 1008.36, Florida Statutes, is
28| anended to read:
29 1008.36 Florida School Recognition Program --
30 (1) The Legislature finds that there is a need for a
31| performance incentive program for outstanding faculty and
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staff in highly productive schools. The Legislature further
finds that performance-based incentives are comonpl ace in the
private sector and should be infused into the public sector as
a reward for productivity.

(2) The Florida School Recognition Programis created
to provide financial awards to public schools that:

(a) Sustain high performance by receiving a schoo
grade of "A " making excellent progress; or

(b) Denopnstrate exenplary inprovenent due to
i nnovation and effort by inproving a letter grade.

(3) Al public schools, including charter schools,
that receive a school grade pursuant to s. 1008.34 are

eligible to participate in the program For purposes of this

section, a school serving any conbination of kindergarten

t hrough grade 3 students which does not receive a school grade

under s. 1008.34 shall be assigned the school performance

grade of the feeder pattern school designated by the

Departnent of Education and verified by the school district

and shall be eligible to participate in the program based upon

that feeder. A feeder school pattern is defined where at | east

60 percent of the students in the school or schools servicing

a_conbi nation of kindergarten through grade 3 students are

schedul ed to be assigned to the school receiving the schoo

grade. In addition, the feeder pattern school shall be subject

to the Opportunity Scholarship Program as defined in s.

1002. 38.

(4) Al selected schools shall receive financia
awar ds dependi ng on the availability of funds appropriated and
the nunber and size of schools selected to receive an award.
Funds must be distributed to the school's fiscal agent and
pl aced in the school's account and nmust be used for purposes
87
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1| listed in subsection (5) as determ ned jeintby¢ by the school's

2

3

4

5

6 (5) School recognition awards nust be used for the

7| follow ng:

8 (a) Nonrecurring bonuses to the faculty and staff who

9| presently are enployed at the school or who were enployed at

10| the school during the year of inproved performance;

11 (b) Nonrecurring expenditures for educationa

12| equi pnent or naterials to assist in naintaining and inproving

13| student performance; or

14 (c) Tenporary personnel for the school to assist in

15| mai ntai ning and i nproving student perfornmance.

16

17| Notwi thstanding statutory provisions to the contrary,

18| incentive awards are not subject to collective bargaining.

19 Section 29. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1),

20| paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (4), and subsection (8)

21| of section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, are anended, present

22| paragraphs (o) through (r) of subsection (1) are redesignated

23| as paragraphs (p) through (s), respectively and a new

24| paragraph (o) is added to subsection (1), and present

25| subsection (9) of that section is redesighated as subsection

26| (10), and a new subsection (9) is added to that section, to

27| read:

28 1011. 62 Funds for operation of schools.--1f the annua

29| allocation fromthe Florida Educati on Finance Programto each

30| district for operation of schools is not determned in the

31| annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
88
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1| the annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as

2| follows:

3 (1) COWPUTATI ON OF THE BASI C AMOUNT TO BE | NCLUDED FOR
4| OPERATION. --The follow ng procedure shall be followed in

5| determ ning the annual allocation to each district for

6| operation:

7 (f) Supplenental academnic instruction; categorica

8| fund.--

9 1. There is created a categorical fund to provide

10| suppl emental academ c instruction to students in kindergarten
11| through grade 12. This paragraph nay be cited as the

12| "Suppl enental Acadenic Instruction Categorical Fund."

13 2. Categorical funds for supplenmental academc

14| instruction shall be allocated annually to each schoo

15| district in the anpunt provided in the General Appropriations
16| Act. These funds shall be in addition to the funds

17| appropriated on the basis of FTE student nmenbership in the

18| Florida Education Finance Program and shall be included in the
19| total potential funds of each district. These funds shall be
20| used to provide supplenental academic instruction to students
21| enrolled in the K-12 program Suppl enental instruction
22| strategies may include, but are not limted to: nodified
23| curriculum reading instruction, after-school instruction
24| tutoring, nmentoring, class size reduction, extended schoo
25| year, intensive skills developnment in sumer school, and other
26| nmethods for inproving student achi evenent. Suppl enenta
27| instruction my be provided to a student in any manner and at
28| any time during or beyond the regular 180-day termidentified
29| by the school as being the nost effective and efficient way to
30| best help that student progress fromgrade to grade and to
31| graduate.
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1 3. Effective with the 1999-2000 fiscal year, funding

2| on the basis of FTE nenbership beyond the 180-day regular term
3| shall be provided in the FEFP only for students enrolled in

4| juvenile justice education prograns or in an education program
5| for juveniles under s. 985.223. Funding for instruction beyond
6| the regul ar 180-day school year for all other K-12 students

7| shall be provided through the suppl enental acadenic

8| instruction categorical fund and other state, federal, and

9| local fund sources with anple flexibility for schools to

10| provide supplenmental instruction to assist students in

11| progressing fromgrade to grade and graduating.

12 4. The Florida State University School, as a lab

13| school, is authorized to expend fromits FEFP or Lottery

14| Enhancenment Trust Fund allocation the cost to the student of
15| remedi ation in reading, witing, or mathematics for any

16| graduate who requires renedi ation at a postsecondary

17| educational institution.

18 5. Beginning in the 1999-2000 school year, dropout

19| prevention prograns as defined in ss. 1003.52, 1003.53(1)(a),
20| (b), and (c), and 1003.54 shall be included in group 1

21| progranms under subparagraph (d)3.

22 (0) Calculation of additional full-tinme equival ent

23| menbership for the Florida Virtual School.--The total reported
24| full-tinme equivalent student nenbership shall be nmultiplied by
25| 0.118, and the value shall be added to the total full-tine

26| equival ent student nenbership.

27 (4) COWPUTATI ON OF DI STRI CT REQUI RED LOCAL

28| EFFORT.--The Legislature shall prescribe the aggregate

29| required local effort for all school districts collectively as
30| an itemin the General Appropriations Act for each fisca

31| year. The ampunt that each district shall provide annually
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1| toward the cost of the Florida Education Finance Program for
2| kindergarten through grade 12 progranms shall be cal cul ated as
3| follows:

4 (a) Estinmated taxable value calculations.--

5 l.a. Not later than 2 working days prior to July 19,
6| the Departnent of Revenue shall certify to the Conmi ssioner of
7| Education its nobst recent estimate of the taxable value for

8| school purposes in each school district and the total for al
9| school districts in the state for the current cal endar year
10| based on the | atest available data obtained fromthe |oca

11| property appraisers. Not later than July 19, the Comnr ssioner
12| of Education shall conpute a millage rate, rounded to the next
13| hi ghest one one-thousandth of a mill, which, when applied to
14| 95 percent of the estimated state total taxable value for

15| school purposes, would generate the prescribed aggregate

16| required local effort for that year for all districts. The

17| Comm ssioner of Education shall certify to each district

18| school board the nillage rate, conputed as prescribed in this
19| subparagraph, as the minimumnillage rate necessary to provide
20| the district required local effort for that year
21 b. The General Appropriations Act shall direct the
22| conputation of the statew de adjusted aggregate anount for
23| required local effort for all school districts collectively
24| fromad valoremtaxes to ensure that no school district's
25| revenue fromrequired local effort mllage will produce nore
26| than 90 percent of the district's total Florida Education
27| Finance Program cal cul ation, and the adjustnent of the
28| required local effort nillage rate of each district that
29| produces nore than 90 percent of its total Florida Education
30| Finance Programentitlenent to a level that will produce only
31

91

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for CS for SB 2480
602- 2383- 05

90 percent of its total Florida Education Finance Program
entitlenment in the July cal cul ation.

2. As revised data are received from property
apprai sers, the Departnent of Revenue shall anend the
certification of the estimate of the taxable value for schoo
purposes. The Conmi ssioner of Education, in adm nistering the

provi si ons of subparagraph (10)(a)2. subparagreph—(9{a2—,

shall use the npst recent taxable value for the appropriate

year.

(b) Final calculation.--

1. The Departnment of Revenue shall, upon receipt of
the official final assessed value of property fromeach of the
property appraisers, certify to the Conmmi ssioner of Education
the taxable value total for school purposes in each schoo
district, subject to the provisions of paragraph (d). The
conmi ssioner shall use the official final taxable value for
school purposes for each school district in the fina
cal cul ation of the annual Florida Educati on Fi nance Program
al  ocati ons.

2. For the purposes of this paragraph, the officia
final taxable value for school purposes shall be the taxable
val ue for school purposes on which the tax bills are conputed
and nailed to the taxpayers, adjusted to reflect fina
admi ni strative actions of value adjustment boards and judicia
deci sions pursuant to part | of chapter 194. By Septenber 1 of
each year, the Departnment of Revenue shall certify to the
conmi ssioner the official prior year final taxable value for
school purposes. For each county that has not subnmitted a
revised tax roll reflecting final val ue adjustnment board
actions and final judicial decisions, the Departnent of
Revenue shall certify the npst recent revision of the officia

92

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for CS for SB 2480
602- 2383- 05

t axabl e value for school purposes. The certified val ue shal
be the final taxable value for school purposes, and no further
adj ustments shall be nmade, except those made pursuant to

subpar agraph (10)(a)2 subparagraph—{9-a2.
(8) QUALITY ASSURANCE GUARANTEE. - - The Legi sl ature may

annually in the General Appropriations Act determne a
percentage increase in funds per K-12 unwei ghted FTE as a
m ni mum guarantee to each school district. The guarantee shal
be cal cul ated from prior year base funding per unwei ghted FTE
student which shall include the adjusted FTE dollars as
provi ded in subsection(10){9}, quality guarantee funds, and
actual nonvoted discretionary local effort fromtaxes. From
t he base fundi ng per unwei ghted FTE, the increase shall be
calculated for the current year. The current year funds from
whi ch the guarantee shall be determ ned shall include the
adj usted FTE dollars as provided in subsection(10)¢9 and
potential nonvoted discretionary |local effort fromtaxes. A
conpari son of current year funds per unwei ghted FTE to prior
year funds per unwei ghted FTE shall be computed. For those
school districts which have | ess than the legislatively
assi gned percentage increase, funds shall be provided to
guarantee the assigned percentage increase in funds per
unwei ghted FTE student. Shoul d appropriated funds be | ess than
the sumof this calcul ated amount for all districts, the
conmmi ssi oner shall prorate each district's allocation. This
provi sion shall be inplemented to the extent specifically
funded.

(9) RESEARCH BASED READI NG- | NSTRUCTI ON ALLOCATI ON. - -

(a) There is created the Research-Based

Readi ng-Instruction Allocation to provide conprehensive
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readi ng instruction to students in kindergarten through grade
12.

(b) Funds for conprehensive, research-based reading

instruction shall be allocated annually to each schoo

district in the ampunt provided in the General Appropriations

Act. Each school district may be allocated a m ni nrum anpunt _as

specified in the General Appropriations Act with the bal ance

of funds being allocated by prorating on each district's share

of Florida Education Finance Program base funding.

(c) Funds allocated under this subsection nust be used

to provide a system of conprehensive reading instruction to

students enrolled in K-12 prograns, which nay include the

provi si on of:

1. Highly gqualified reading coaches;

2. Professional devel opnent for district teachers in

scientifically based reading instruction

3. Summer reading canps for students who score at

Level 1 on the FCAT:

4. Supplenental instructional materials that are

grounded in scientifically based reading research; and

5. I ntensive interventions for m ddl e-school and

secondary-school students who are reading bel ow grade | evel.

(d)  Annually, by a date deterni ned by the Departnment

of Education but before May 1, school districts shall subnit a

plan for the specific use of the research-based reading

instruction allocation in the format prescribed by the

departnent for review and approval by the Just Read, Florida!

Ofice created pursuant to s. 1001.215. The plan annually

subm tted by school districts shall be deened approved unl ess

the departnent rejects the plan on or before June 1. If a

school district and the Just Read, Florida! O fice cannot
94
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1| agree on the contents of the plan, the school district may

2| appeal to the State Board of Education. The plan format shal
3| be devel oped with input from school district personnel

4| including teachers and principals, and shall allow courses in
5| core, career, and alternative prograns that deliver intensive
6| reading renediation through integrated curricula. No later

7| than July 1 annually, the department shall release the schoo

8| district's allocation of appropriated funds to those districts
9 with approved plans. A school district that spends 100

10| percent of this allocation on its approved plan shall be

11| deermed to have been in conpliance with the plan. The

12| departnent may withhold funds upon a determ nation that

13| reading instruction allocation funds are not being used to

14| inplenent the approved plan.

15 Section 30. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
16| 1011.685, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

17 1011.685 Cl ass size reduction; operating categorica

18| fund. --

19 (2) Class size reduction operating categorical funds
20| shall be used by school districts for the follow ng:

21 (b) For any lawful operating expenditure, if the

22| district has nmet the constitutional maxinmuns identified in s.
23| 1003.03(1) or the reduction of two students per year required
24| by s. 1003.03(2); however, priority shall be given to increase
25| salaries of classroomteachers as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)
26| and to inplenment the differentiated-pay provisions detailed in
27| s. 1012. 22 salary—-ecareer—tadder—definredin—s—1042231.

28 Section 31. Subsection (1) of section 1011.71, Florida
29| Statutes, is anended to read:

30 1011.71 District school tax.--

31
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1 (1) If the district school tax is not provided in the
2| General Appropriations Act or the substantive bil

3| inplenmenting the General Appropriations Act, each district

4| school board desiring to participate in the state allocation

5| of funds for current operation as prescribed by s. 1011.62(10)
6| s—31041-62(9) shall levy on the taxable value for schoo

7| purposes of the district, exclusive of mllage voted under the
8| provisions of s. 9(b) or s. 12, Art. VIl of the State

9| Constitution, a mllage rate not to exceed the anopunt

10| certified by the conmi ssioner as the mnimummllage rate

11| necessary to provide the district required local effort for

12| the current year, pursuant to s. 1011.62(4)(a)l. In addition
13| to the required local effort mllage |evy, each district

14| school board nay | evy a nonvoted current operating

15| discretionary mllage. The Legislature shall prescribe

16| annually in the appropriations act the maxi mum amount of

17| mllage a district may levy. The millage rate prescribed shal
18| exceed zero nmills but shall not exceed the |lesser of 1.6 mlls
19| or 25 percent of the nmillage which is required pursuant to s.
20| 1011.62(4), exclusive of mllage |levied pursuant to subsection
21| (2).

22 Section 32. Section 1011.6855, Florida Statutes, is

23| created to read:

24 1011.6855 Mninmuminstructional personnel salary and
25| class size reduction; operating categorical fund.--

26 (1) Effective upon the passage of an anendnent to s.

271 1, Art. 11X of the State Constitution to create district

28| average maxinmum class sizes, there is created an operating

29| categorical fund for inplementing the average maximum cl ass

30| sizes and inplenenting the provisions of this section relating
31| to instructional personnel salary.
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(2) The funds appropriated to the operating

cateqgorical fund created under subsection (1) shall be used to

provi de:
(a) Mninmumsalary of $35,000 or nore as specified by

the General Appropriations Act for all full-tinme, certified

instructional personnel identified in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d).

(b) FElevation funds of at |east $2,000 or as specified

in the General Appropriations Act to increase the salary of

all full-tinme, certified instructional personnel identified in

s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) to a level at or above the m ni num

salary.
(3) After the obligations set forth in paragraphs

(2)(a) and (b) have been nmet, the remanining funds nust be used

to reduce the district average class size until it neets the

requi renents specified in the State Constitution

Section 33. Subsection (6) is added to section
1012.21, Florida Statutes, to read

1012.21 Departnent of Education duties; K-12
per sonnel . - -

(6) REPORTING. --The Departnent of Education shal

annual |y post on-line the collective bargaining contracts of

each school district in the state which the departnent has

received under s. 1012.22.

Section 34. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
1012.22, Florida Statutes, is amended read:

1012.22 Public school personnel; powers and duties of
the district school board.--The district school board shall

(1) Designate positions to be filled, prescribe
qualifications for those positions, and provide for the

appoi nt nent, conpensation, pronotion, suspension, and
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1| dismssal of enployees as follows, subject to the requirenents
2| of this chapter:

3 (c) Conpensation and sal ary schedul es. - -

4 1. The district school board shall adopt a salary

5| schedul e or sal ary schedul es designed to furnish incentives

6| for inmprovenent in training and for continued efficient

7| service to be used as a basis for paying all school enployees
8| and fix and authorize the conpensati on of school enployees on
9| the basis thereof.

10 2. A district school board, in determning the salary
11| schedul e for instructional personnel, nust base a portion of
12| each enpl oyee's conpensati on on perfornmance denonstrated under
13| s. 1012.34, nust consider the prior teaching experience of a
14| person who has been designated state teacher of the year by
15| any state in the United States, and nust consider prior

16| professional experience in the field of education gained in
17| positions in addition to district |evel instructional and

18| administrative positions.

19 3. In developing the salary schedule, the district
20| school board shall seek input from parents, teachers, and
21| representatives of the business conmunity.
22 4.a. Beginring—with—the—20622003—F+seal—year+— Each
23| district school board nust adopt a performance-pay policy for
24| school administrators and instructional personnel. The
25| district's performance-pay policy is subject to negotiation as
26| provided in chapter 447; however, the adopted sal ary schedul e
27| must allow school adm nistrators and instructional personne
28| who denpbnstrate outstandi ng performance, as neasured under s.
29| 1012.34, to earn a 5-percent supplenment in addition to their
30| individual, negotiated salary. The suppl enents shall be funded
31| fromthe performance-pay reserve funds adopted in the salary
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schedul e. Begiaring—w-th—the 2004—2005—acadermc—year— The

district's 5-percent performance-pay policy must provide for

t he eval uation of classroomteachers based on the |evel of
their responsibilities wthineachtevel—efthesalaryecareer
tadder—provi-ded—in—s—1642231.

b. The Commi ssioner of Education shall deternine

whet her the district school board's adopted salary schedul e
conplies with the requirenment for performance-based pay. If
the district school board fails to conply with this section

t he conmm ssioner shall recommend to the State Board of

Education that the board wi thhold di sbhursements fromthe

Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund to the district unti

conpliance is verified, and the board may do so.

5.a. Bedginning with the 2005-2006 fiscal year, each

district school board shall adopt a differentiated-pay policy

for school adm nistrators and instructional personnel. The

policy with respect to instructional personnel is subject to

negotiation as provided in chapter 447; however, the adopted

salary schedul e nust allow school adnmi nistrators and

instructional personnel to receive differentiated pay based

upon factors including, but not limted to:

(1) The subject areas taught, with classroomteachers

who teach in critical shortage areas receiving higher pay;

(11) The econom c_denographics of the school, with

school adnministrators and instructional personnel in schools

that have a majority of students who qualify for free or

reduced-price lunches receiving higher pay;

(111) The performance of school adninistrators and

instructional personnel as provided in subparagraph 4.:; and

(1V) The responsibilities of the classroomteacher.
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1 b. The district school board nust hold a public

2| hearing at which the board nmust present its proposed

3| differenti ated-pay policy and the rationale supporting the

4| differentiated-pay classifications as proposed, consistent

5| with this subparagraph's differentiated-pay factors.

6 C. The Conmi ssioner of Education shall deternine

7| whether the district school board' s adopted salary schedul e

8| conplies with the requirenent for differentiated pay. If the
9| district school board does not adopt a differentiated-pay

10| scale, the conmi ssioner shall reconmend to the State Board of
11| Education that the board withhold disbursenents fromthe

12| Educational Enhancement Trust Fund to the district unti

13| conpliance is verified, and the board may do so.

14 Section 35. Section 1012.2305, Florida Statutes, is
15| created to read:

16 1012.2305 Mninmuminstructional personnel salary.--
17 (1) LEG SLATIVE I NTENT. --The Legislature recognizes

18| that higher pay does not guarantee high-quality performance in
19| education. The Legislature also recognizes that conpetitive
20| pay, differential pay, and performance incentives are
21| necessary to attract and retain the highest-quality teachers
22| and that the prospects of higher pay and career opportunities
23| are inportant to attract talented individuals into the field
24| of teaching.
25 (2) M N MUM SALARY FOR | NSTRUCTI ONAL
26 | PERSONNEL. - - Cont i ngent upon the passage of an anendnent to s.
271 1, Art. 11X of the State Constitution to create district
28| average maxinmum class sizes and establish mninumsalary for
29| instructional personnel, the minimumsalary for full-tinme
30| instructional personnel as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in
31| this state shall be $35,000 and shall be established by the
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Legislature to renni n _above the national average public schoo

t eacher beqgi nning sal ary.

Section 36. Section 1012.2315, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
1012. 2315 Assignnent of teachers. --
(1) LEG SLATIVE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. - - The Legi sl ature

finds disparity between teachers assigned to teach in a

mpjority of "A'" schools conpared with those assigned to teach

in a mpjority of "F' schools. The disparity can be found in

the average years of experience, the nedian salary, and the

performance of the teachers on teacher certification exans.

It is the intent of the lLegislature that district schoo

boards have flexibility through the collective bargaining

process to _assign teachers nore equitably to schools

t hroughout the district.
(2) ASSIGNVENT TO "D' AND "E" SCHOOLS. - - Schoo

districts may not assign a higher percentage than the schoo

district average of first-tine teachers, tenporarily certified

teachers, teachers in need of inprovenent, or out-of-field

teachers to schools that have nore than the school district

average of mnority and econonically di sadvantaged students or

to schools that are graded "D' or "FE." Each school district

shall annually certify to the Conmi ssioner of Education that

this requirenent has been net. If the conmi ssioner determ nes

that a school district is not in conpliance with this section

the State Board of Education shall be notified and shall take

action in the next reqularly scheduled neeting to require

conpli ance.
(3) SALARY I NCENTIVES. --District school boards may

provide salary incentives to neet this requirenent.
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1 (4) COLLECTI VE BARGAI NI NG. - - Not wi t hst andi ng _chapter

2| 447, no provision of collective bargaining may preclude a

3| school district from assigning high-quality teachers to teach
4| in low perfornming schools.

5 Section 37. Section 1012.72, Florida Statutes, is

6| amended to read:

7 1012.72 Dal e Hi ckam Excel |l ent Teachi ng Program - -

8 (1) The Legislature recognizes that teachers play a

9| critical role in preparing students to achieve the high | evels
10| of academi ¢ performance expected by the Sunshine State

11| Standards. The Legislature further recognizes the inportance
12| of identifying and rewardi ng teaching excellence and of

13| encouragi ng good teachers to beconme excellent teachers. The

14| Legislature finds that the National Board of Professiona

15| Teaching Standards (NBPTS) has established high and rigorous
16| standards for acconplished teaching and has devel oped a

17| national voluntary system for assessing and certifying

18| teachers who denonstrate teaching excellence by neeting those
19| standards. It is therefore the Legislature's intent to provide
20| incentives for teachers to seek NBPTS certification and to

21| reward teachers who denonstrate teaching excellence by

22| attaining NBPTS certification and sharing their expertise with
23| other teachers.

24 (2) The Dal e Hi ckam Excel | ent Teaching Programis

25| created to provide categorical funding for nonetary incentives
26| and bonuses for teaching excellence. The Departnent of

27| Education shall distribute to each school district or to the
28| NBPTS an amount as prescribed annually by the Legislature for
29| the Dal e Hi ckam Excel | ent Teachi ng Program For purposes of

30| this section, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind

31| shall be considered a school district. Unless otherw se
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provided in the General Appropriations Act, each distribution
shall be the sum of the ampunts earned for the follow ng
incentives and bonuses:

(a) A fee subsidy to be paid by the Departnent of
Education to the NBPTS on behal f of each individual who is an
enpl oyee of a district school board or a public school within
the school district, who is certified by the district to have
denmonstrated sati sfactory teaching performnce pursuant to s.
1012. 34 and who satisfies the prerequisites for participating
in the NBPTS certification program and who agrees, in
writing, to pay 10 percent of the NBPTS participation fee and
to participate in the NBPTS certification programduring the
school year for which the fee subsidy is provided. The fee
subsidy for each eligible participant shall be an anpunt equa
to 90 percent of the fee charged for participating in the
NBPTS certification program The fee subsidy is a one-tine
award and may not be duplicated for any individual

(b) A portfolio-preparation incentive of $150 paid by
the Departnent of Education to each teacher enployed by a
district school board or a public school within a schoo
district who is participating in the NBPTS certification
program The portfolio-preparation incentive is a one-tine
award paid during the school year for which the NBPTS fee
subsidy is provided.

(c) An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the prior
fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroomteachers
to be distributed to the school district to be paid to each
i ndi vi dual who hol ds NBPTS certification and is enployed by
the district school board or by a public school within the
school district. The district school board shall distribute
t he annual bonus to each individual who neets the requirenents
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of this paragraph and who is certified annually by the
district to have denonstrated sati sfactory teaching
performance pursuant to s. 1012.34. The annual bonus may be
paid as a single paynent or divided into not nore than three
paynments.

(d) An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the prior
fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroomteachers
to be distributed to the school district to be paid to each
i ndi vi dual who neets the requirenents of paragraph (c) and
agrees, in witing, to provide the equivalent of 12 workdays
of mentoring and related services to public school teachers
within the state who do not hold NBPTS certification. Related
services must include instruction in hel ping teachers work
nore effectively with the famlies of their students. The
di strict school board shall distribute the annual bonus in a
si ngl e paynent follow ng the conpletion of all required
mentoring and related services for the year. It is not the
intent of the Legislature to renove excellent teachers from
their assigned classroons; therefore, credit nay not be
granted by a school district or public school for nmentoring or
rel ated services provided during student contact tinme during
the 196 days of required service for the school year

(e) The enployer's share of social security and
Medi care taxes and Florida Retirenment System contributions for
those teachers who qualify for NBPTS certification and receive

bonus anpunts.

A teacher for whomthe state pays the certification fee and

who does not conplete the certification programor does not

teach in a public school of this state for at |least 1 year

after conpleting the certification program nust repay the
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amount of the certification fee to the state. However, a
t eacher who conpletes the certification programbut fails to
be awarded NBPTS certification is not required to repay the
amount of the certification fee if the teacher neets the
1-year teaching requirenment. Repaynent is not required of a
t eacher who does not conplete the certification program or
fails to fulfill the teaching requirenent because of the
teacher's death or disability or because of other extenuating
circunstances as determ ned by the State Board of Education
(3)(a) In addition to any other renmedy avail abl e under
the law, any person who is a recipient of a certification fee
subsidy paid to the NBPTS and who is an enpl oyee of the state
or any of its political subdivisions is considered to have
consented, as a condition of enploynment, to the voluntary or
i nvoluntary withhol ding of wages to repay to the state the
anount of such a certification fee subsidy awarded under this
section. Any such enployee who defaults on the repaynent of
such a certification fee subsidy nust, within 60 days after
service of a notice of default by the Departnment of Education
to the enpl oyee, establish a repaynment schedul e which nust be
agreed to by the departnment and the enployee, for repaying the
defaul ted sum through payroll deductions. The departnment may
not require the enployee to pay nore than 10 percent of the
enpl oyee' s pay per pay period under such a repaynment schedul e
or plan. If the enployee fails to establish a repaynent
schedule within the specified period of time or fails to neet
the ternms and conditions of the agreed upon or approved
repaynment schedul e as authorized by this subsection, the
enpl oyee has breached an essential condition of enploynment and

is considered to have consented to the involuntary wi thhol di ng
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1| of wages or salary for the repaynent of the certification fee
2| subsi dy.

3 (b) A person who is enployed by the state, or any of
4] its political subdivisions, my not be dismnm ssed for having
5| defaulted on the repaynent of the certification fee subsidy to
6| the state.

7 (4) The Dale Hickam Excell ent Teachi ng Program Trust
8| Fund shall be adninistered by the Departnent of Education

9| pursuant to s. 1010.72.

10 (5) The Council for Education Policy Research and

11| Inprovenment shall conduct research to evaluate the benefits
12| and effectiveness of the program

13 (6)4 The State Board of Education may adopt rules
14| pursuant to ss. 120.536 and 120.54 as necessary to adm nister
15| the provisions for paynent of the fee subsidies, incentives,
16| and bonuses and for the repaynment of defaulted certification
17| fee subsidies under this section.

18 55— Fhe—bBaleHiekam-ExeeHent—Feachi-rg—ProgramFrust
19| Fund—shatH—be—admnistered—bythe DPepartrent—ofEducation

20| pursuant—to—s—1040+2—-

21 Section 38. Section 1012.986, Florida Statutes, is
22| created to read:

23 1012.986 Prof essi onal devel opnent for schoo

24| | eaders. - -

25 (1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the

26| DELTA (Devel oping Educational Leaders for Tonorrow s

27| Achievers) Act.

28 (2) CREATION OF PROGRAM --There is created the DELTA
29| Program which shall be admi nistered by the Departnent of

30| Education. The program shall be a high-quality,

31| conpetency-based, custom zed, conprehensive, and coordinated
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st at ewi de prof essi onal devel opnent program to provide

| eadership training opportunities for school |eaders to enable

themto be nore effective instructional |eaders, especially in

the area of reading. The program shall provide school |eaders

with the opportunity to attain a school | eadership designation

pursuant to subsection (4).

(3) DEFINITION.--As used in this section, the term

school | eader" neans a school principal or assistant

principal who holds a valid Florida certificate in educationa

| eader shi p.
(4) |LEADERSHI P _DESI GNATI ONS. - - The Depart nment of

Education shall determ ne annually, in collaboration with

school principals, thresholds for different | eadership

designations. Criteria for school |eadership designations

shall be based on the follow ng point system

(a) One point for each percent increase over the

previ ous year, by grade, of students who score at or above

FCAT Level 3 in reading;

(b) One point for each percent increase over the

previ ous year, by grade, of students who score at or above

ECAT Level 3 in math;

(c) One point for each percent increase over the

previ ous vear, by school, of students who score 3.5 or higher

on FCAT writing;

(d) One point for each percent increase over the

previ ous year of students making learning gains in reading;

(e) One point for each percent increase over the

previ ous year of students making |learning gains in nath;

(f) One point for each percent increase over the

previ ous vear of the |lowest quartile making |learning gains in

r eadi ng.
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(5) DELTA PROGRAM REQUI REMENTS. - -
(a) The DELTA Program shall be based upon the

| eadershi p standards adopted by the State Board of Education,

the standards of the National Staff Devel opnent Council., and

the federal requirenents for high-quality professiona

devel opnent _under _the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001

(b) The DELTA Program shall provide a conpetency-based

approach that uses predi agnostic and post-di agnostic

eval uations that shall be used to create an individualized

prof essi onal devel opnent pl an _approved by the district schoo

superintendent. The plan nust be structured to support the

school leader's attainnent of the |eadership standards adopted

by the State Board of Education.

(c) The DELTA Program shall incorporate training in

instructional |eadership and effective business practices for

efficient school operations in school |eadership training

based on best practices of current effective | eadership

training in school districts.

(6) DELIVERY SYSTEM --The Departnent of Education

shall deliver the DELTA Programthrough nmultiple delivery

systens, including:

(a) Approved school district training prograns;

(b) Interactive technol ogy-based instruction; and

(c) State, reqgional, or |local |eadership acadenies
(7)  RULES. --The State Board of Education shall adopt
rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to admi nister this

section.
Section 39. Subsection (6) of section 1013.512,
Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
1013.512 Land Acquisition and Facilities Advisory
Board. - -
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(6) Upon certification by the advisory board that

corrective action has been taken, the lLegislative Budget

Commi ssion shall release all funds remmining in reserve. Upon

such rel ease, each Land Acquisition and Facilities Advisory

Board shal |l be di sbanded.

Section 40. Approval is granted for the endowrent for

the Appleton Museum of Art, currently held by the Appleton

Cultural Center, Inc., to be transferred to the Centra

Florida Community Coll ege Foundation. The endowrent to be

transferred, which includes state matchi ng funds, was

established in 1987 through the Cultural Arts Endowrent

Program By this provision, the Central Florida Community

Col | ege _Foundation is authorized to nanage the endowrent only

for the support of the educational program at the Appl eton

Museum of Art and is released fromall other provisions of the

Trust Adgreement dated July 17, 1987, by and between the State

of Florida and the Appleton Cultural Center, Inc., and
sections 265.601 through 265.607, Florida Statutes.
Section 41. Sections 1012.987 and 1012.231, Florida

Statutes, are repeal ed.

Section 42. |f any provision of this act or the

application thereof to any person or circunstance is held

invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or

applications of the act which can be given effect w thout the

invalid provision or application, and to this end the

provisions of this act are declared severabl e.

Section 43. Except as otherw se expressly provided in
this act, this act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw,
except that sections 1003. 035, 1011.6855, and 1012. 2305,
Florida Statutes, as created by this act, shall take effect on
the effective date of an anendnent to Section 1, Article IX of
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1| the State Constitution approved by the electors which requires

2| district average maxi mum cl ass sizes and m ni mum pay for

3| teachers.

4

5 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

6 CS Senate Bill 2480

7

8| This conmittee substitute:

9 Confornms the bill to Senate Joint Resolution 2090 by
del ayi ng i npl enentati on of school |evel class size

10 requirenents until the 2007-2008 school year

11 Restores the class size accountability mechani sns;

12 Provi des that the nunmber of students in any classroom may
not exceed the maxi mum di strict average by nore than five

13 students;

14 Restores the accel erated high school graduation options

15 to current |aw,
Provi des a schedul e for school districts to submit their

16 pl ans for approval to receive the reading instruction
al l ocati on;

17
Aut hori zes the transfer of the Appleton Miseum of Art

18 endownent to the Central Florida Comrunity Coll ege
Foundati on, which shall manage the endownent for support

19 of the nuseum educati onal program

20 Requires the release of all funds remaining in reserve
and the disbanding of a |land acquisition and facilities

21 advi sory board upon certification by the board that

9o corrective action has been taken;
Aut hori zes FEFP fundi ng of FTE nmenbershi p beyond the

23 180-day regular termfor students enrolled in an
educati on program for juveniles under s. 985.223, F.S.

24 and

25 Provides for the cal culation of additional FTE for the
Fl orida Virtual School

26

27

28

29

30

31
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